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Mortis, 19' die Junii, 1855.

Ordered, THAT a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the Postal Arrangements

in the City and County of Waterford, and Counties of Tipperary, Cork, and Limerick, with

a view to ascertain and Report how they may be Improved.

Mortis, 26° die Junii, 1855.

Committee nominated of,—

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Mr. Fagan.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Liddell.

Sir Staflord Northcote.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Dunlop.

Mr. Wickham.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Gordon.

Mr. Lowe.

Ordered, THAT the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records.

Ordered, THAT Five be the Quorum of the Committee.

Mercurii, 27" die Junii,\855.

Ordered, THAT Mr. Francis Scully be added to the Committee.

Jovis, 28° die Junii, 1855.

Ordered, THAT it be an Instruction to the Committee to inquire into the Postal Arrange

ments in the Counties of Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wicklow, and Wexford, of the City

of Kilkenny, and the Town of Wexford.

Mercurii, 4* die Julii, 1855.

Ordered, THAT Mr. Dunlop and Mr. Gordon be discharged from further attendance on

the Committee, and that Mr. Grogan and Mr. Sampson Ricardo be added thereto.

Ordered, THAT it be an Instruction to the Committee to include in their Inquiries the

Postal Arrangements between Dublin, Cork, and Tralee.

Jovis, 5* die Julii, 1855.

Ordered, THAT it be an Instruction to the Committee to include in their Inquiries the

Postal Arrangements between Limerick and Ennis, and Dublin and Ennis.

Veneris, 6° die Julii, 1855.

Ordered, THAT it be an Instruction to the Committee to inquire into the Postal

Arrangements of all other Ports of Ireland not hitherto referred to the Committee.

Martis, 31° die Julii, 1855.

Ordered, THAT the Committee have power to Report their Observations, together with

the Minutes of Evidence taken before them, to The House.

REPORT p. iii

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE P iv

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE ------- - p. i

APPENDIX .--_-.-. p. 251

INDEX - - --------- p. 264



REPORT.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to Inquire into the POSTAL

ARRANGEMENTS in the City and County of Waterford, and Counties of

Tipperary, Cork, and Limerick, with a view to ascertain and Report

how they may be Improved ; and to Inquire into the POSTAL

ARRANGEMENTS in the Counties of Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny. Wicklow,

and Wexford, of the City of Kilkenny, and the Town of Wexford ; and

into the POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS between Dublin, Cork, and Tralee ;

and into the POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS between Limerick and Ennis,

and Dublin and Ennis; and into the POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS of all

other Ports of Ireland not hitherto referred to the Committee ; and who

were empowered to Report their OBSERVATIONS, together with the

MINUTES of EVIDENCE taken before them, to The HOUSE ; HAVE

made progress in the Matters to them referred, and have agreed to the

following REPORT :—

THAT Your Committee have proceeded with the Inquiry into the Matters

regarding the Postal Communications in several Districts of Ireland, in

obedience to the original and two of the subsequent Orders of Reference.

At this advanced period of the Session, they deem it expedient to close their

Inquiries for the present.

They have agreed to Report to The House the Minutes of the Evidence

already taken before them.

It is the opinion of Your Committee, that the importance of the subject

justifies them in recommending that the Inquiry be proceeded with at an early

opportunity in the next Session.

31 July 1855.
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\ iv PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE

V

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

Luna, 2° die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Dunlop.

Mr. Fagan.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. Maguire.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Meagher was called to the Chair.

The Committee deliberated on the course of their Proceedings.

[Adjourned to To-morrow, at One o'clock.

Martis, 3* die Jnlii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. MEAGHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Fagan.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. De Vere.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. Rowland Hill, examined.

Sir Stafford Northcote.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Lowe.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Veneris, 6° die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. MEAGHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Wickhara.

Viscount Monck.

Sir Stafford Norihcote.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Mr. Liddeli.

Mr. Fagan.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Joseph Fiiher, Mr. John Slake, Mr. Joseph Malcomson, and Mr. John O'Connor,

examined.

[Adjourned to Monday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Lunce, 9° die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. MEAOHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. Liddell.

Sir Stafford Northcote.

Mr. Grogan

Mr. Wickham.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Mr. Fagan.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. James Delahunty, Mr. John Isaac Heard, a Member of The House, The Rev. David

A. Doudney, Mr. Wilson Kennedy, and Mr. Joseph Kenny, examined.

[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o'clock.
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Veneris, 13° die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. MEAGHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Pagan.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Grogan.

Sir Stafford Northcote.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Mr. Maguire.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. John D. Fitzgerald, the Solicitor-General for Ireland, a Member of The House,

Mr. Chistopher O'Brien, and Mr. Henry Herbert, a Member of the Committee, examined.

[Adjourned to Monday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Luna, 16" die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. MEAGHEB, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. Liddell.

Sir Stafford Northcote.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Fagan.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Lorenzo Alexander, Mr. Henry Alcock Fletcher, and Mr. Anthony Trollope,

examined.

[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Veneris, 20° die Julii, 1855.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Liddell.

Sir Stafford Northcote.

Mr. Francis Scully.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. MEAGHER, in the Chair.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Lowe.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. Fagan.

Mr. Anthony Trollope, further examined.

[Adjourned to Monday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Luna, 23° die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. MEAGHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. Anthony Trollope, further examined.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. Uicardo.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Lowe.

Mr. Maguire.

[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o'clock.
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vi PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE

Veneris, "27" die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. MEAQHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher. Viscount Monck.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Anthony Trollope, further examined.

[Adjourned till Monday next, at Twelve o'clock.

Luna, 30* die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. MEAGHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Lowe.

Mr. Grogan.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Edward Page, examined.

[Adjourned to To-morrow, at Two o'clock, to consider Report.

Martis, 31° die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. MEAGHER, in the Chair.

Mr. Meagher.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Maguire.

Draft Report read, 1°, as follows :

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. Lowe.

Mr. F. Scully.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. Wilson.

" 1. That your Committee have proceeded with the inquiry into the matters regarding

the Postal Communications in several districts of Ireland, in obedience to the original and

two of the subsequent Orders of Reference.

" 2. At this advanced period of the Session, they deem it expedient to close the inquiries

for the present.

" 3. They have agreed to report to The House the Minutes of Evidence already taken

before them.

" 4. It is the opinion of Your Committee, that the importance of the subject justifies

them in recommending that the inquiry be proceeded with at an early opportunity in the

next Session."

Draft Report read 2°, and considered paragraph by paragraph.

Paragraphs 1 and 2 read, and agreed to.

Paragraph 3 read. Amendment proposed, to add the words, " That in the opinion of this

Committee the employment of special trains on the Waterford and Limerick, and Water-

ford and Kilkenny lines of Railway, for the conveyance of the mails, would be attended

with an increase of expense to the public, which would not be justified by the advantages

thereby conferred " (Viscount' Monck), at the end of the paragraph :—Motion made, and

question put, " That those words be there added."—Committee divided :

Ayes, 4.

Mr. Lowe.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. WiUon.

Noes, 5.

Mr. DeVere.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Maguire.

Mi. F. Scully.

Mr. Wickham.

Amendment
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Amendment proposed, to add the words, "That in the opinion of this Committee, the

employment by the Post Office of the ordinary passenger trains on the Waterford and

Limerick, and Waterford and Kilkenny lines of Railway, for the conveyance of the mails,

might be attended with advantage, when the use of such trains can be obtained on terms

similar to those upon which such services are rendered in other parts of the kingdom"

(Viscount Monck), at the end of the paragraph :—Motion made, and question put, " That

those words be there inserted."—The Committee divided :

Ayes, 4.

Mr. Lowe.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. Wilson.

Noes, 5.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. F. Scully.

Mr. Wickham.

Paragraph agreed to.

Paragraph 4 read, and agreed to.

Question, " That this Report be the Report to The House," put, and agreed to.

Question, "That the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee be reported to

The House," put, and agreed to.

Ordered to Report.

EXPENSES OF WITNESSES.

Number

of Days

absent

from Home,

under

Orders of

Committee.

Expenses

of

Journey

to

London

and back.

Allowance

daring

Absence

from

Home.

TOTAL

Expenses

Allowed

to

Witness.

NAME

of

WITNESS.

PROFESSION

or

CONDITION.

From

whence Summoned.

£. t. d. £• *. d. £. •• 4

Joseph Fisher Gentleman Waterford 7 9 14 - 77- 17 1 -

Joseph Malcomson - Ditto - Ditto - 7 5 13 - 77- 13 - -

John Blake - Ditto - Ditto - 7 914- 77- 17 1 -

John O'Connor Ditto ... Ditto - 7 5 13 - 77- 13 - -

James Delahunty - Ditto - Tramore - 7 8 - - 77- 15 7 -

The Rev. David A.

Doudney.

Clergyman Bonmahon 7 8 10 - 77- 15 17 -

Joseph Kenny Solicitor Clonmel 9 9 - - 1810 - 27 18 -

Wilson Kennedy - Gentleman Ditto - 9 9 16 - 99- 19 5 -

Christopher O'Brien Ditto - Dungarvan 9 9 - - 99- 18 9 -

Lorenzo Alexander - Ditto - Tonbridge Wells 2 1 1 - 22- 33-

Henry A. Fletcher - Ditto - London* - 4 3 17 6 44-

£•

816

168 2 6

• This Witness was resident in London, but on his statement to the Committee that his detention in London on their

behalf had rendered useless his return-ticket, the Committee recommended the payment to him of his trareUing

expenses between London and Kilkenny.



LIST OF WITNESSES.

Martis, 3° die Julii, 1855.

Rowland Hill, Esq. ------- p. i

Veneris, 68 die Julii, 1855.

Mr. Joseph Fisher - - - - - - -p. 21

Mr. Joseph Malcomson - - - - - - P- 38

John Aloysius Blake, Esq. - - - - - -p. 44

Mr. John O'Connor p. 49

Luna, 9* die Julii, 1855.

Mr. James Delahunty - - - - - p. 54

John Isaac Heard, Esq., M.P. - - - - - p. 64

The Reverend David A. Doudney - - - - p. 70

Mr. Wilson Kennedy - - - - - p. 76

Mr. Joseph Kenny - - - - - - -p. 87

Veneris, 13° die Julii, 1855.

J. D. Fitzgerald, Esq., M. p. - - - - p. 88

Mr. Christopher O'Brien - - - - - - p. 94

Henry Arthur Herbert, Esq., M.P. - - - - p. 106

Lunce, 16° die Julii, 1855.

Lorenzo Alexander, Esq. - - - - - -p. 113

Henry Alcock Fletcher, Esq. - - - - -p. 122

Anthony Trollope, Esq. - - - - - -p. 127

Veneris, 20* die Julii, 1855.

Anthony Trollope, Esq. - - - - - -p. 142

Lunce, 23' die Julii, 1855.

Anthony Trcllope, Esq. - - - - p. 171

Veneris, 27° die Julii, 1855.

Anthony Trollope, Esq. - - - - _ - p. 199

Luna, 30° die JuUi, 1855.

Edward Page, Esq. -----__ p. a26
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Mortis, 3° die Julii, 1855.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Pagan.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. Maguire.

Viscount Monck.

Sir Stafford Northcote.

Mr. Francis Scully.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Lowe.

THOMAS. MEAGHER, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR.

Rowland Hill, Esq., called in ; and Examined.

1. Chairman.] ARE you acquainted with the local postal arrangements in K.Hill,Es({.

the district which is referred to this Committee for inquiry r—I have no know-

ledge of the locality ; a gentleman is here who will speak to points connected 3 Ju'y l85S*

with the locality ; all that I can do is to deal with the general principles and

general features of the arrangements.

2. Viscount Monck.] You are Secretary to the Postmaster-general ?—I am

Secretary to the Post-office.

3. How long have you been connected with the Post-office department ?—I

have held an appointment in the Post-office itself rather more than eight years

and a half, but I held an appointment in the Treasury connected with the

Post-office previously.

4. Will you be good enough to state, generally, to the Committee, what are

the principles which have regulated the Post-office arrangements, for the last

few years, with reference to the transmission and delivery of mails ?—The rule

upon which we act is, that as far as can readily be ascertained, with a strong

leaning in favour of affording additional accommodation of every kind, a par

ticular measure should give a prospect of such an increase of revenue as to

pay its own expenses ; we are always prepared to make some allowance for the

increased facilities afforded to trade and to social communications, but if we

were to depart very widely from the rule of requiring that the measure should

be self-supporting, then we think we should make a mistake, inasmuch

as we should in effect tax the community at large for the advantage of a single

locality.

5. Then, as I understand the answer you have just given, your principle is,

that you do not look for profit necessarily from any arrangement which may be

made for public convenience ; that if it is self-supporting you are quite satisfied

to undertake it, and that even in certain cases you will go beyond that, where

there are great social and commercial advantages to be derived from any

measure by spending money upon the arrangement ?—That is the view which

we take. I may add that our leaning is so very decidedly in favour of an

extension of postal accommodation, that if there is a doubt, we give the advan

tage rather than withhold it.

0.62. A 6. I apprehend



2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

JK. IW^Esq. 6. I apprehend that within the last few years, since the establishment of

railways in Ireland, in the south of Ireland particularly, the postal communi-

3 July 1855. cations have been greatly improved and the convenience to the public greatly

increased. Can you give the Committee some instances of that with reference

to the employment of railways in the transmission of mails ?—As soon as the

railways were constructed the department took advantage of them for the con

veyance in all directions of the principal mails to and from Dublin, which, of

course, would include the mails passing between the north and south of Ireland,

and also the English mails. In consequence of those arrangements and other

facilities afforded in connexion with the railways, the hours for posting and those

for delivering letters were very greatly improved.

7. Take, for example, two or three large towns in Ireland. Have you suffi

cient knowledge of the arrangements to speak to the hours of posting in Dublin,

Cork, and Waterford, for instance, at present, as compared with the former state

of things ?—I have documents which will enable me to give that information.

8. Have you a map of the district ?—I have (producing the same, and explaining

it to the Committee).

9. What has been the effect of the railways ?—They have greatly facilitated

our proceedings ; they have enabled us to give day mails to towns which had

not day mails before ; the post towns to which day mails have been extended

within the district under consideration are Limerick, Waterford, Wexford, and

all towns between those places and Dublin.

10. They had no day mails before r—No.

1 1 . With reference to the posting of letters, and the distribution of letters,

in the towns, has considerable improvement taken place iu that respect ?—Very

great improvement has taken place within the last 10 or 12 years in that

respect. The Committee will be, perhaps, a little surprised when I state, that

about 12 or 15 years ago, since the adoption of the reduced rates of postage,

a very large proportion of the towns in Ireland had absolutely no letter-

carriers.

1 2. People had themselves to send to the Post-office for their letters ?—They

had to send to the Post-office for their letters. Ireland in that respect was,

to a great extent, in the same position in which the United States are at this

moment.

13. Can you state the towns to which that convenience has been extended in

the last few years, within the limits of the inquiry of this Committee ?—Yes ;

I shall omit all places except those which are called post towns ; those places,

namely, which exchange direct bags with Dublin. The places included within

the limits of the reference, which had no deliveries at the tune I speak of

(1841), and which now have deliveries, are Ashford, Bantry, Bray, Buttevant,

Cahir, Carrick-on-Suir, Dungarvan, Kildare, Kilmallock, Kinsale, Pallas Green,

Rathdrum, Ross, Skibbereen, Tallow, Templemore, and Tipperary.

14. Mr. Fagan.~\ At those towns there are now messengers sent to deliver

the letters at the houses ?—Yes.

15. What is the limit which regulates that?—It varies very much, but, in

almost all cases, it has been recently extended ; whereas, at the time of which

I speak, there were no letter-carriers at all.

16. Viscount Monck.'] Who bears the expense of those letter-carriers ?—The

Post-office.

1 7. Mr. Liddell.] Is it not necessary to show that there are a certain number

of letters posted in order to obtain the letter-carriers ?—There is no absolute

rule of that kind ; almost every place now has letter-carriers ; every post town,

without exception, and all places of any importance ; there are still some few

small hamlets which have no letter-carriers, where the parties send for their

letters, but they are very few.

1 8. Previous to the establishment of a post-office, do not you require from

the district an exact statement of the number of letters dispatched thence in

the course of a week or a month ?—Previous to the establishment of a post-

office we require that the number of letters addressed to the district, when

reckoned at 1 d. each, should suffice to pay the expense of the particular post ;

but the number, of course, under such a rule, varies ; that, however, has nothing

to do with the establishment of letter-carriers.

19. Viscount Monck.] Are you aware of any large increase ia the number of

sub-posts
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sub-posts or rural posts within the district in the last 12 years ?—Within the

same limits exactly 200 rural posts have been opened since 1843. I can put

in a statement showing the number in each county, and the dates of their

establishment.

[The same was delivered in, and is asfollmvs :]

POST OFFICE, IRELAND.

R.

A RETURN showing the Number of RURAL POSTS that have been Established in each of the

following Counties during each Year since 1843.

COUNTIES.

/

NUMBER OF RURAL POSTS ESTABLISHED IN

•

1644. 1845. 1846. 1847. 1848. 1849. 1850. 1851. 1852. ls.-.">. 1854. 1855.

1

Cork 1 2 4 1 4 5 3 20 9 1 7 57

Waterford - 1 2 - 1 2 - 1 1 - 1 - 9

Limerick - 2 - 1 - 2 3 - 7 6 4 1 1 27

Tipperary - 1
0

2 1 1 1 1 4 0 5 - 1 28

KUdare . - - 1 - 1 1 - - 3 - 3 3 4 1 17

2 2
o 1 2 9

Kilkenny - 1 - 1 - 1 2 - 1 1 1 - 8

Wicklow - 1 3 2 - - 2 1 - 3 1 1 - 14

Wexford -
- 4 3 2 3 3 2 4 4 3 3 - 31

TOTALS - - - 7 12 18 5 14 18 12 37 36 18 20 3 | 200

1

General Pent-Office, Dublin,

26th June 1855.

20. Mr. Fagan.] You say 200 rural posts have been established since 1843 ;

what is the rule which guides you in the establishment of those rural posts ?—

First of all the surveyor determines what would be the extent of a walk which

a man can reasonably be expected to perform in a day ; and he arranges the

walk so as to include as many villages and hamlets as he can. Then he pro

ceeds to ascertain the number of letters addressed in a week to those several

villages and hamlets ; and if the number reckoned at 1 d. each be sufficient to

cover the additional expense thrown upon the department, by establishing the

particular post, the Postmaster-general grants it ; otherwise he withholds it.

21. Viscount MoncA.~\ In fact, as you have already stated, the governing

rule, and all that you desire with reference to any such arrangement is, that it

should be self-supporting ?—Exactly.

22. Chairman.'] Have you got a return of the number of post towns in the

district ?—We have lists of the post towns in Ireland, and a list can be pre -

pared of the post towns in this particular district.

23. By rural posts the Committee are to understand sub-posts ; that is to

say, not post towns ?—Subordinate posts.

24. Viscount MoncJcJ] Another great convenience to the public, in con

nexion with the Post-office, has been afforded by means of the system of money-

orders ; can you give the Committee any account of the improvement made in

that department, within the last 8 or 10 years, for the public convenience?—

Since the reduction of the rate of postage the charges on money-orders have

been reduced from 1*. 6d. to Gd. for sums between 21. and 51., and from 6d. to

3d. for sums not exceeding 2l. The number of money-order offices has also

been very largely increased ; and there again we have a rule similar to the one

which regulates the extension of rural posts, which is this ; at any place at

•which there is a reasonable prospect of ten transactions (including the issue

as well as the payment of money-orders) in the course of a week, and which

is not within three miles of an existing money-order office, such an office is

established.

3 J«]y l855

0.62'. 25. Mr.A 2
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jt. Hill, Esq. 25. Mr. Scully.^ What increase in the money-order offices has been made

;— in the last five years, in the district in question ?—Money-order offices have

$ July 1855. been opened at the following places :

DATE OF OPENING. TOWN.

1851 - - November 6 - - Ballyragget - - Kilkenny.

1852 - - December 1 - - Dunlavin - - Wicklow.

„ December 4 - - Tramore - - Waterford.

1853 - - August 6 - - Bonmahon - - Waterford.

„ December 1 - Dunmanway - - Cork.

1854 - - January 1 - - Schull - Cork.

1855 - - June 1 - - Ovoca - Wicklow.

26. Viscount MonckJ] Can you give the Committee an account of any other

improvements that have been made for the convenience of the public, in the

post-office department of this district, within the last few years ?—I can ; I

have here a list of recent improvements which affect that part of Ireland,

among others. On the 1st of December last, an earlier departure from Dublin,

to the extent of 1 h. 20 m. of the day mail on the Great Southern and Western

Railway, was effected. In order that the English letters, arriving early in the

morning, might still be forwarded by the day mail, arrangements were made

for sorting them on the railway from Chester to Holyhead in a travelling post-

office, so that they might arrive in Dublin ready to be dispatched without any

loss of time ; a later departure of the up day-mail, to the extent of 30 minutes,

was at the same time afforded to Cork, and the other towns on the line. In

order to extend the benefit of these arrangements to Waterford, it was necessary

to make a considerable addition to the payment to the Waterford and Kilkenny

Railway Company ; the day mail to Waterford was first established in January

1852. On the 1st January last, the night mail train, between the Limerick

Junction and Cork, was accelerated, and a travelling post-office was established

throughout between Dublin and Cork ; an acceleration between Dublin and

Limerick Junction would not have been beneficial, as most of the branch posts

are fitted to the down as well as to the up-mails. The apparatus was used at

the Buttevant, Charleville, and Kilmallock stations, in order to avoid a stop of

the train ; this is the first instance of a travelling post-office, or of the use of

the apparatus, in Ireland. The effect of the whole measure was to give an

earlier arrival and later departure of the mail at all the towns in the south

west of Ireland ; the benefit to many of the towns west of Cork, such as Bantry,

Kinsale, Skibbereen, Clonakilty, Dunmanway, &c., being one hour and five

minutes in each direction. The towns west of Limerick also derived advan

tage from the establishment of the travelling post-office, but as the accele

ration did not affect them, the gain was not so considerable. A mail car was

established last year between Kilkenny and Thurles, for the purpose of connect

ing Kilkenny with the night mail trains, on the Great Southern and Western

Railway, and opening a direct night post between Kilkenny and the whole of

the south-west of Ireland. The last evening train from Carlow and Athy to

Kildare was employed last year for improving the communication from Carlow

and Athy to all the towns in the south and south-west of Ireland which receive

their post by means of the Great Southern and Western Railway. In the latter

part of 1853, direct posts were established between Tallow and Youghal, and

also between Youghal and Dungarvan, thus connecting Dungarvan with Cork.

Previous to last year Dungarvan had only a night mail to and from Dublin,

which was sent by way of Waterford, and there was no direct communication

with Clonmel. Arrangements were made for sending the night mail by way of

Clonmel, which afforded an earlier arrival and later departure at Dungarvan, as

well as supplied the direct communication with Clonmel, and at the same time

a Dublin day mail by way of Waterford was given, which of course kept up

the direct communication with Waterford, as well as established a second post

with Dublin.

27. Can you give the Committee any general statement of the additional

expense which has been incurred in all these arrangements, within the last few

vears, by the Post-office?—That can be made out if the Committee desire it.

I understand the Committee to confine the statement to the arrangements of

which I have now read a list.

28. Yes,
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28. Yes, the arrangements affecting these particular districts ?—I will have A.

it prepared.

 

29. Mr. Scully.'] Can you also furnish an account of the receipts at the 3 July 1855.

(different post-offices hi the districts referred to?—We can give the information,

•but it is necessarily, to a great extent, a matter of estimate, and for this reason,

that the greater proportion of the postage is now collected, as the Committee

will be aware, in stamps, and as stamps can be carried from place to place, it

does not follow that the receipt at any particular town, accurately represents

the postage of the letters received at or dispatched from that town.

30. Mr. Maguire.'] Have you any means of estimating the advantage to the

public, in the way of increased correspondence, consequent upon the addi

tional arrangements of which you have just spoken ?—There are no means by

which an estimate can be formed with anything like accuracy. When any

extensive change is made, we generally have reports as to the working of the

arrangements, but the effect upon the correspondence is generally remote ; it

would be testing the arrangement unfairly if we were to take the immediate

increase of correspondence, which is probably very trifling, as an indication of

•the advantages derived therefrom.

31. You say there are no means of testing that?—We have no means of

testing it with accuracy ; the circumstances of the case obviously render it

impossible to apply such a test.

32. Viscount Monck."] You may not have any means of testing it within a

particular district, but within the whole of Ireland you can test it ; you can

•tell the Committee what the expenditure upon the whole plan in Ireland has

been, and what the increase of correspondence has been ?—We can state the

;ncreased number of letters.

33. Mr. H. Herbert^] Can you tell the Committee how you estimate the

profits of any particular post-office ; is it by the number of letters registered

as being received and posted, or by the number of stamps sold?—The most

accurate mode which is open to us, and that which we have adopted in the

present instance, is to estimate the total receipt of the office from the letters

delivered in the place.

34. Chairman.'] By counting the number of letters ?—Yes, by counting the

number of letters, and reckoning them at 1 J d. each, which we know to be

about the average postage of the letters.

35. Does that include newspapers and books ?—The stamp duty on news

papers does not go into the Post-office revenue.

36. Mr. Barrow."] You receive an account periodically of the number of

letters delivered in each district?—We count the letters one week in every

calendar month throughout the kingdom, therefore we have tolerably accurate

accounts of the number of letters delivered.

37. Mr. Maguire.] Is not that inconsistent with the answer which you gave

when I asked you if you had any means of ascertaining the result upon the

correspondence of those changes. You say there is an accurate account of

letters kept in each place. Taking that as a test, have you any returns either

of the increase or decrease of letters in those various districts consequent upon

those changes ?—We have an account of the increase or decrease of the letters

at each of the towns in the kingdom. The difficulty is to say how far the

increase or decrease is attributable to any postal change. I think my state

ments are perfectly consistent. It would be quite impossible to say of any given

increase that so much is owing to the establishment of a particular mail ; part

would be owing to that cause, and part would be owing, probably, to the gradual

increase which is always going on, arising from the extension of education, the

increase of commerce, and other sources of correspondence. «

38. Viscount MonckJ] Can you give an account of the number of letters

conveyed within the district before these new arrangements came into operation,

and the number since, which would meet the question which has been just put

to you ?—We can have an account compiled showing the total number of letters

in the district in question, for any period the Committee may direct, com

mencing not earlier than 1839. We have no continuous accounts earlier than

that.

39. Mr. Maguire."] The object of the question is to ascertain whether there

have been any beneficial results to the public arising from those changes.

What was the date of the first of those new arrangements ?—I think about 1852.

o.b-j. A 3 40. Viscount
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R. HUL, Eeq. 40. Viscount Monet.] Then will you prepare an account of the number of

letters for the last six years for each post town within this district ?—I

3 JuJy 1855. 41. And the expenditure ?—That is calling upon us for that which we cannot

give. Take, for instance, the cost of a long line of railway ; the Committee will

see that it is difficult to say how much of the expense is due to any particular

town.

42. Mr. Scully.] At what time in the morning must letters be posted in

Dublin to meet the day-mail ?—Half an hour before the dispatch from the post-

office.

43. At what time- is that :—Fifteen minutes past eight, I think, letters there

fore must be posted by about a quarter before eight o'clock in the morning.

But those are matters which one cannot carry in one's recollection ; you will get

the information better from a subsequent witness.

44. Viscount MoacL] Can you give the Committee a general statement of

the Post-office account of revenue and expenditure for Ireland •—I can give you

an account for the last three years for Great Britain and Ireland. The gross

revenue for the year 1852 in Great Britain, was 2,246,027 '•, and the expendi

ture, 1,159,239 /. ; the net revenue, 1,086,788 /. In Ireland, the gross revenue

for the same period, was 196,298 I.; the expenditure, 192,667^-, and the net

revenue, 3,631 /. Tor the year 1853, Great Britain, gross revenue, 2,394,132 /. ;

gross expenditure, 1,215,014 /.; net revenue, 1, 179,118 /. In Ireland, gross

revenue, 198,275 1. ; gross expenditure. 203,665 I. ; there was no net revenue,

but a deficiency in that year of 5,390 /. For the year ending the 31st of

March 1855—(the years are not strictly consecutive, a change was made in the

mode of keeping the accounts, so that a quarter is dropped, but it will not

affect the result materially)—Great Britain, gross revenue, 2,434,432 /. ; gross

expenditure, 1,324,679 /. ; net revenue, 1,109,753 /. In Ireland, gross revenue,

200,904 /. ; gross expenditure 181,6)6 /. ; net revenue, 1 9,288 /. That was the

year ending the 31st of March last. The average of the three years is as

follows: Of Great Britain, gross revenue, 2,358, 197 ^-; gross expenditure,

1,232,977 1-, which is 52 per cent, upon the gross revenue ; net revenue,

1,125,220 /. ; or 48 per cent, upon the gross revenue. Ireland, gross revenue,

198,492 /. ; gross expenditure, 192,649 I., or 97 per cent, upon the gross reve-

nue ; net revenue, 5,843 /., or three percent, upon the gross revenue. (The
Appendix. Witness delivered in t/ie table.)

45. Mr. Fagan.] Can you sub-divide that return so as to give the receipts

and the expenditure in the locality to which reference is made :—I am afraid

that would be quite impossible.

46. Chairman*] Are you aware that that is an unfair account as against

those particular districts which are referred to hi the inquiry before this

Committee r—It is an account applicable to the whole of Ireland.

47. But are you aware that the increase of revenue in those districts is more

than the average increase of revenue in the entire of Ireland ?—I have not

investigated that point, and cannot speak to it.

48. Are you aware that in that part of the country the increase has been

3i per cent., whereas in the whole of Ireland it is less than three per cent. ?—

It is tharee per cent.

49. That is the average of all Ireland r—Yes.

50. I want an account, if you can give it, which will show that this is an

unfair account as against these districts ?—It is not put forward as applicable

to these districts specially- As I have informed the Committee, it is impossible

to separate our expenses and assign to each portion of the kingdom the

expenditure applicable to that portion ; whether the increase of revenue upon

» the expenditure is greater or less in the south of Ireland than in other parts I

am not prepared to stats.

5i.I think 1 can show from tlie report of the Postmaster-general, that the

increase in the three principal towns of the district referred to the Committee

for inquiry, is greater than the average increase in the entire of Ireland, and

therefore, when you put in a return showing the average increase of the entire

of Ireland, it is an unfair account as against these particular towns ?—It may

or may not be according to the fact.

52. I am only judging according to the Post-office reports?—I do not know

what part of the report it is to which the Honourable Member alludes ; there

is a report showing the receipts in certain towns in two years, the account I

have
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have put in extends to three years, and the increase of which I speak is an R. Hill, Esq.

average increase. If you analyse the account in detail, you will find that the

increase in the net revenue as between 1853 and 1854, is very great indeed for 3 Ju'y »855-

the whole of Ireland, for in 1853 there was a deficiency of upwards of 5,000 /.,

whereas in 1854 there was a net revenue of upwards of 1 9,000 1. That

increase reckoned upon the gross expenditure would be about 12 per cent.

for the year for the whole of Ireland, therefore we should be prepared to expect

that in a comparison of the revenue of any towns which may be selected, the

increase between 1853 and 1854 would be very much more than three per cent. ;

if such increase has only kept pace with the general increase in Ireland it

should be about 12 per cent.

53, Mr. Scully.} I observe that in 1852-53 the gross revenue was 196,298 I.,

and the gross expenditure 192,667 1-, comparing that with the year ending

March 1855 I find the gross revenue 200,904 /., and the gross expenditure

181,616/. ; therefore it appears that the gross revenue has increased by over

4,000 /., whereas the expenditure has decreased from 1 92,000 /. to 181,OOOZ. ;

I wish to know in what way that saving has been effected?—I could not speak

confidently in reply to that question without a very careful examination of the

accounts. All accounts of this kind should be received with some sort of dis

trust, inasmuch as a statement of expenditure is a statement of actual payments

within the year, but it may or may not represent exactly the service performed

in the year; as for instance, the Postmaster-general directs a railway company

to run certain trains ; the remuneration to the company is rarely settled imme

diately that the service commences, it is usually determined by arbitration,

perhaps after the lapse of a year or two, or even three or four years occasionally ;

then we have to pay up a heavy arrear, and the whole of that payment neces

sarily appears in the account of the particular year in which it is made. It was

partly for that reason that I thought I should be conveying information more

accurately to the Committee if I took a series of three years than if I rested

the statement solely upon a single year.

54. The account is still more striking in 1854-55, for, while in Great Britain

I find the gross expenditure has increased as compared with 1852-53, over

200,000 /. per annum, in Ireland it has decreased as compared with the same

period about 11,000 I. per annum :—Yes ; probably very much owing to cir

cumstances of the kind I have mentioned.

55. Mr. Barrow.] Owing to the settlement of disputed accounts which had

been long pending: —Yes. I think we had as much as 150,000 /. to pay to the

Great Western Railway Company early in the year to which you have alluded,

which would, of course, swell the expenditure of that year unduly ; the Com

mittee will, therefore, see that accounts of this kind can only be taken as ap

proximations to the actual receipts and expenditure of the year.

56. Chairman.] They are still less to be relied upon as conclusive against

any particular locality ?— It is so. You can only draw general inferences from

them.

57. Mr. Scully] You say that it is owing to the paying up of railway accounts.

I find, from a return moved for by the Member for Derry, giving an account

of the different contracts entered into by the Government with the various

railway companies in Ireland, there has been no change whatever since the

year 1852; therefore, in 1852, 1853, 1854 and 1855, the contracts remaining

the same, the payments were of course the same in those years. How is that

consistent with the statement you have made, there having been no change

made with respect to the contracts ?—Are you not comparing the mileage run

in the several years ?

58. No ; the payments made to the different companies as given there ?—

Unless my eyes deceive me, there are great varieties.

.09. There is no difference since the year 1852 ?—That is an account of the

mileage.

60. The rate per mile is the rate paid to the companies ?—Yes ; but I am not

saying that the rate per mile varies ; what I mean is this, that in a particular

year we may make no payment at all, to a particular company, though a debt

is accruing against the office. Then the next year we may not only pay for

the particular year itself, but for the previous year.

61. Do you consider that a proper way of keeping accounts ?—It is certainly

0.62. A 4 not
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R. Hill, Esq. not a very desirable way, but it is the only way that is open to us. We cannot

pay a debt until we know what the debt is.

3 July 1855. 62. Mr. .Barrow.] Then the most accurate mode of ascertaining the cost, at

least as far as the Committee are concerned, would be by judging of the number

of letters that are transmitted in each case ?—That would be the most accurate

mode of judging of the receipts, but not of the cost of conveyance ; our receipts

are made up pretty regularly.

63. Viscount Monck.] Can you give the Committee the comparative cost of

carrying a letter in England and in Ireland ?—Yes. Here is a statement, which

I will read with the permission of the Committee : " Comparison between the

expense of conveying a letter in Great Britain and hi Ireland: The gross

expenditure of the Post-office in Great Britain for the year ending the 31st of

March 1855, after deducting money-order expenses, was 1,324,668 /., and the

estimated number of letters delivered was 402,000,000. The expenditure, there

fore, was at the rate of '79 of a penny (or rather more than three farthings) for

each letter. The gross expenditure in Ireland for the same period, after

deducting the money-order expenses, was 173,007 l-> and the estimated number

of letters 41,000,000, or at the rate of T01 d. (or rather more than a penny) for

each letter. The expense of distributing letters is, therefore, greater in Ireland

than in Great Britain by nearly 30 per cent."

64. Chairman^] The difference between the cost of transmitting a letter in

Ireland and in England is owing to the very great amount of letters in England

over and above those in Ireland ?—I think it is not owing so much to the greater

number of letters in England, as to the more expensive nature of the service in

Ireland.

6.5. How do you arrive at the estimated cost of each letter ; is it by dividing-

the total expenditure by the number of letters : —Certainly.

66. Then of course, when there are 402,000,000 of letters divided into the

cost in England, that reduces the average of each letter very much as compared

with Ireland r—No doubt, if the expenditure in England were the same as in

Ireland.

67. A very considerable amount of these 402,000,000 of letters a year which

is there placed to the credit of England, is in London alone ?—A very consider

able portion.

68. Mr. H. HerbertJ] I believe that in many instances the amounts paid for

postal purposes to Irish railways are considerably higher than in England ?—

They are ; and that was what made me give the answer just now, viz., that it was

partly owing to the greater cost of the service.

69. Have you any reason to think that the railways, in many instances, have

not dealt liberally with the public in that respect ?—I think they have not.

70. Mr. Maguire.] With respect to American letters, does the English

department or the Irish department get the credit of the postage upon Ame

rican letters received eventually in Ireland, sent by the correspondents of Irish

people in America, by which letters large sums of money are transmitted from,

people in America to people in Ireland ?—All postage which is paid in Ireland

for letters between Ireland and England, or on foreign or colonial letters, goes

to the credit of Ireland ; but the postage upon a letter between Ireland and

the United States can be paid either on posting the letter or on its delivery,

as the person who sends the letter may choose ; and such is the case in

England also. It does so happen that a larger portion of the postage is

collected in the United States than in the United Kingdom ; the United States

therefore has to pay over the balance to the United Kingdom ; and, inasmuch

as the accounts do not admit of that balance being divided between Great

Britain and Ireland, it does, as you assume, go to the credit of Great Britain.

71. Chairman.] Ireland gets no credit for any portion of that balance?—No.

72. Mr. Maguire.] Can you give the Committee any idea of what that

balance has been for the last six or seven years ?—I can.

74. Can you give it for the period of 10 years?—No, the arrangement has

not existed so long. The balance due from America to the United Kingdom,

for international postage, in 1854, was 23,951 /. ; of the letters passing between

the United Kingdom and the United States, about one-third are for Ireland,,

therefore it would be fair to credit Ireland with one-third of that amount, which

is 7,984 /. But if you adjust the account in one particular, I submit to the

Committee that it would be right to adjust it throughout; and if such an

adjustment
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adjustment is made, then we have certain charges to make against Ireland. R. Hill, Esq.

By arrangement made with the Treasury, many years back, the Post-office has

to pay, for the conveyance of mails between Chester and Holyhead, a round 3 July 1855-

sum of 30,000 /. a year ; that sum far exceeds what would be paid, in all proba

bility, under the usual process of arbitration. As far as we can estimate, we

think that somewhere between 1 4,000 /. and 15,000 /. a year out of the 30,000 /.,

that is to say, nearly one-half, may be considered as in excess of the sum

which would be awarded by arbitration ; and one-half of that excess should,

in fairness, be charged against Ireland. It will be found, therefore, that the two

items very nearly neutralise one ancthe:-/ ; and the general account, which I have

laid before the Committee, may therefore be taken as substantially correct. At

all events, it is not an account against Ireland, for there are other items which

must be considered, if we attempt to adjust the statement throughout. A very

large portion, for instance, of the expense of the London establishment, has

reference to arrangements made in Ireland, but we charge no portion of the

London establishment against Ireland. Again, the packets plying between

Holyhead and Kingstown cost the Government 25,000 /. a year ; that sum is

not paid out of the Post-office revenue at all, it is paid by the Admiralty;

it is not charged either against England or Ireland ; but if the account was

adjusted, perhaps one-half of that sum also should be charged against Ireland.

I therefore think that, for all practical purposes, the Committee may accept the

account which I have laid before them, as one which is, at least, not unfavour

able to Ireland.

74. Mr. Liddell.] Are not arrangements made in London, and not charged

to the distant portions of the United Kingdom, which affect those distant

portions of the United Kingdom ; is not every arrangement for the punctual

transmission of mails in London calculated to affect the most remote parts of

the United Kingdom, and yet there is no charge made against those remote

parts of the United Kingdom, because of those arrangements in London ?—

Exactly. I merely desire to satisfy the Committee, that if we give Ireland

credit for these items of American postage, to which she is certainly entitled,

we must debit Ireland with other items in the account, and the consequence after

all would be to bring out a result very similar to that stated in the account

itself.

75. Viscount Monck.] If you were seeking to adjust the accounts between

London and any of those remote districts of country to which reference is

made, you would feel it necessary to charge them with some portion of the

expenses in London incurred for their purposes ?—Certainly.

76. But you are not seeking to do that?— Certainly not.

77. Chairman.] If Ireland is only entitled to one-third of the American

postage, why should she be obliged to pay one-half the expenses upon the

Chester and Holyhead route ?—Because the expense upon the Chester and Holy-

head line, over and above what would be awarded by fair arbitration, must be

considered as a contribution to the maintenance of the route between England

and Ireland, that is, between London and Dublin ; the arrangement was

avowedly made with that view. Looking at it as a postal arrangement, and

seeing that as many letters go one way as the other along that line, it is fair, I

think, that one-half of the charge should be made against Ireland.

78. Mr. Lit/dell.] In consideration of the very large amount paid to that

railway, has it never been contemplated by the Post-office as desirable to re

open the award r—We have not the power ; it is a charge made upon the office,

as I stated, partly as a contribution to the maintenance of the railway, and it

was made by Treasury authority before the railway was constructed.

79. Chairman.] In fact the railway could not have been made or could not

be carried on without it?—I am reminded that the first term of five years for

which the agreement was made has just expired, and that the future allowance

is subject to revision under the terms of the Treasury minute.

80. Mr. H. Herbert.] Have you any similar estimate to that which you have

given the Committee, showing how the account stands between England and

Scotland ?—No ; we desired to frame such a statement, but it could not be

made complete. We can give the Committee a statement of the revenue

collected in Scotland, but we cannot separate the expenditure of Scotland from

the expenditure of England.

81. Can you state why that cannot be done in the same way as with Ireland?

0.62. B —Because
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R. Hill, Esq. —Because the whole payments are made direct from the London office for

Great Britain. In Ireland the accounts are to a great extent kept separate.

3 July 1855. Ihe Committee will be aware that Ireland has had a separate exchequer.

82. Not since 1816, I think ?—We can separate the expenses for Ireland, and

you will always find them stated separately in the financial accounts.

83. Viscount Monek.} Can you tell me, as compared with the correspondence,

what the comparative mileage cost of conveying a letter in England, Scotland,

and Ireland is r—This statement will afford that information.

[The witness read asfollows •}

TABLE showing the NUMBER of LETTERS delivered in each Division of the United Kingdom,

the Number of Miles over which the Mails were conveyed by Railway and by ordinary

Carriage, and the Average Expense, per Mile, of such Conveyance, during the year 1854.

Number

of

Letters.

By Railway. By Coachea, Cut*, &c. Told

Number

of

Milei per Day.

Number of

Miles

per Hay.

Average

Charge

per Mile.

Number of

Milei

per Day.

Average

Charge

per Mile.

S. d. S. d.

JNOLAND - 358,000,000 19,400 - 8 17,838
- 2J

37,r>38

IU;L\M> - 41,000,000 2,314 1 3J 8,714 - 2 11,028

SCOTLAND

JNITED KINGDOM

44,000,000 3,440 - 8 5,137 - 2J 8,577

443,000,000 25,154 - 31,680 - 56,843

The Table shows (with the aid of a little calculation) that, as compared with the correspondence,

the mileage of Ireland is more than one-third greater than that of Scotland, and more than -j.1. times

as great as that of England.

The Table also shows, that while the average cost, per inile, of ordinary carriage conveyance is

nearly the same in each division of the United Kingdom, that of Railway conveyance is nearly

twice as great in Ireland as in England or Scotland.

84. Mr. H. Herbert^] Have you not recently complained of a want of liberality

on the part of many of the Irish railway companies in meeting the wants of

the public for postal arrangements ?—We have ; I think the account which I

put in will show that the treatment which the. department receives from the

Irish railway companies, is not, generally speaking, so liberal as from the

English and Scotch railway companies. It will be seen that we are paying an

average mileage in the case of Ireland, nearly twice as great as in the case of

either England or Scotland.

85. Are you aware of some instances in which the hours of ordinary railway

trains would have suited the Post-office to convey bags, in which the railways

have refused to take the bags at what was considered a fair compensation ?—

Many instances have occurred in which companies have refused rates of charge

which are accepted by English railways.

86. I believe in one or two cases, if not more, they have actually taken the

mails for nothing, sooner than establish a precedent for a lower scale of pay

ment, have they not •—One or two instances have occurred in which for a time

the mails were carried for nothing ; what was the motive of the company in

making that arrangement I cannot say ; of course we do not complain when

we get our mails carried for nothing.

87. Mr. Liddell.] Have you any reason for supposing that the high demand

made for postal accommodation by railway companies in Ireland, is owing to

the more crowded state of the Irish lines than the English?—No, certainly

not.

88. Sir S. Northcote.] Is not the system of arbitration which is provided

the same in Ireland as in England ?—Yes ; the Act which relates to arbi

tration applies to every part of the kingdom ; the whole is under the Act of

Parliament.

89. Has the system of arbitration been applied as commonly in Ireland as in

England ?—I think it has.

90. So
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go. So that the fact of the charge in Ireland being higher than in England R. HiU, Esq.

is the result of the proceedings of the arbitrators ?—To a certain extent it is ;

but, generally speaking, we are enabled to make arrangements with the English 3 Jaly »855-

or Scotch companies for using the ordinary trains at low rates, and that without

resorting to arbitration ; we are not equally successful in Ireland.

91. Chairman.} But have you not in one particular part of this district been

successful, without going to arbitration at all, in making arrangements for

conveying the day mail ?—The Waterford and Kilkenny Company, I believe,

is the one referred to.

92. When was that ?—We made an arrangement with that company without

resorting to arbitration, but the rate of charge is comparatively high ; we pay

that company 6 d. a mile for a service, which would be obtained in England

generally for about 3d.

93- Mr. F. Scully.} What do you pay the Great Southern and Western of

Ireland ?—The rates are under arbitration ; 4 s. 6d. a mile for the night mails,

and 1 s. a mile for the day mails.

94. How long has that contract been in existence ? — It is not in the nature

of a contract ; it was determined by arbitration ; and it cannot be re-opened,

except by an alteration in the hours of the service, in less than three years.

95. When was it made ?— It is two or three years old, I think.

96. Has there been a new agreement?—Yes, it has been renewed rather

recently. When the mails upon that line were accelerated, and when the

travelling post-office was put on, the company undertook to give us those two

advantages without any additional charge.

97. At the same rate of 4 s. 6 d. a mile for the night mail, and 1 s. & mile for

the day mail ?—At the same rate of 4 s. 6 d. and 1 s. The travelling post-office

does not run for the day mail.

98. Mr. Pagan.} How is the arbitration effected :—In the ordinary way ;

each party appoints an arbitrator ; and if the arbitrators do not agree they

appoint an umpire.

99. What is the nature of the evidence they hear in order to adjudicate ?—

That rests with themselves ; they call for any evidence they think proper.

100. Is not that the case with the arbitrators in England ?—Precisely the same.

101. How do you account for the arbitrators in Ireland adjudicating for

an amount so largely over and above the adjudications in England?— I cannot

say ; I should have great difficulty in answering that question.

'i 02. Mr. F. Scully.} Was the last agreement entered into with the Southern

and Western by arbitration or not ?—Not by arbitration.

103. By a voluntary agreement on the part of the Post-office?—Yes; we

asked them whether they would give us those advantages without additional

charge, and they answered in the affirmative.

104. Are you aware that the total sum of money paid to the Southern and

Western of Ireland, as compared with the sums of money paid to all other

companies in Ireland, is more than four times the amount ?—Not so great as

that ; it is very heavy. I cannot be sure whether there are other railways paid

at as high a rate or not. I think there are some that are paid equally high ;

but the Committee have the return.

105. Chairman.} The Midland Great Western I believe is paid a very high

rate ?—Not so high as the South-Western.

1 06. Is the 4*. 6d. a mile for the double mile ?—No, it is the single mile.

107. 'Ihen 6*. per double mile is the payment to the Midland Great

Western ?—Six shillings as against 9*. of the Southern and Western.

108. Mr. F. Scully.} Are you aware of the Government having refused offers

from other companies in the same district at one -half the charge now paid to

the Southern and Western ?—The Waterford and Limerick offered to carry the

night mail at precisely half the rate.

1 09. Can you account for the acceptance in the one case and the refusal in

the other ?—Yes ; because the mails upon the one line are very important, and

upon the other line they would be of very little use.

110. Viscount Monck.} What would be the effect upon the post-office

revenue of Ireland if you employed that railway of which the Honourable

Member has just spoken ?—It would sweep away the whole net revenue.

111. Chairman.} How do you make that out?—The cost of using the

Waterford and Limerick railway at the rates proposed by the company, for

0.62. B 2 both
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JR. Hill, Esq. both night and day mails, would amount to upwards of 7,000?. a year ; we

should reduce that to some small extent by withdrawing cars and so forth ; but

3 July 1855. the balance would exceed the whole net revenue of Ireland. The payment for

the night mail service would amount to G,159/. a year, and for the day mail

service to 1,760/. a year ; the first is at the rate of 2s. 3d., and the second at

the rate of 9d. a mile, making in all 7,919/. a year, from which is to be

deducted the two sums of 688 1. a year paid for the day mail service between

the Limerick Junction and Limerick, and 5581. a year which would be saved

towards the expense of the railway service ; the balance would be an increased

expense of 6,673 /. a year.

112. Do you deduct from that 7,900 /. the saving of all the other con

veyances that you would not require (—We do.

1 1 3. You would not require the present night conveyance from Limerick

to the Limerick Junction ?—We do not use the railway between Limerick and

that junction.

114. But you use a coach ?—The result is a balance of items. We take away,

on the one hand, all the carts and cars, and other means of conveyance, which

would be superseded by the use of the railway, and then, on the other hand,

we add certain expenses for connecting the post-offices with the railway, because

the bags of course have to be carried between the stations to the post-offices,

whereas the carts go at once to the post-offices.

1 15. But I should like to know, if you can state it to the Committee, what is

the actual amount of saving that can be effected by arrangement with the

Waterford and Limerick Railway, for carrying both night and day mails. In

the first place, you would save the conveyance of the night mail from Limerick

to the Limerick Junction, which is now carried by coach ?—Yes.

1 1 6. By an arrangement with the Waterford and Limerick Railway for the

conveyance of the day and night mail, what would be the saving, doing away

with the present mode of conveyance of both the day and night mail ?—£. 120

on the day mail, and 654 1. on the night mail.

1 1 7. That is as far as from Limerick to the Limerick Junction is concerned r

—No ; I am speaking of the day mail and the night mail for the whole

distance from Limerick to Waterford, the day mail from the junction to

Waterford, and the night mail for the whole distance. I have given a state

ment of the total saving ; the Committee can have in detail, if they desire it,

an account prepared, showing on one side the saving and on the other the

gain, including all conveyances which would be superseded ; they are included

in those sums, but they can be given in detail if the Committee desire it.

1 18. Mr. H. Herbert.] I think you stated that the night train coming down

from Dublin goes as far as the Limerick Junction with the mail ?—The night

mail train for Limerick does so.

1 1 9. The mail then goes by car or coach to Limerick ?—Yes.

120. Is there not a train which meets that night train going on to Limerick ?

—I cannot say whether there is one at this moment or not ; there was one

when we withdrew the mail from it, certainly.

121. What was the reason for withdrawing the mail from the railway at that

point when there was a train running which suited the arrival of the other ?—

It was done with a view to economy.

1 22. Can you state what was the amount demanded by the railway company

between the Limerick Junction and Limerick, yearly ?—The payments were the

same as on the other part of the line, 4 s. 6 d. a mile for the night mails.

123. Am I to understand you that they stood out for the payment of 4s. Qd.

a mile at the time when they had a train running for their own purposes which

suited the hours of the Post-office ?—No ; the train was put on in consequence

of a notice from the Postmaster-general requiring them to put on a train, at

least 1 believe so ; those are matters which occurred some years back ; I do not

however think that the company ran the train for their own purposes, but for

our purposes.

1 24. That is what I want to understand ?—There is no case of complaint

against the company in the matter, it was an arrangement made in the Post-

office.

1 25. Do you think, with reference to the arrangement for the night mail from

Dublin to Limerick, that you have any right to complain of want of liberality

on the part of the railway company in their demand upon the Post-office ?—

No;
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No ; we have no right to complain of the railway company, because the whole R. mil, Esq.

matter has been settled by arbitration in the usual manner ; we think the award ^- -

was a very high award, but we do not complain of it. 3 July 1X55.

1 26. Chairman.] I understood a little time ago from you, that the present

arrangement with the Great Southern and Western is not the result of arbitra

tion, although the payment is the same as the arbitration resulted in ?—The

present arrangement may be considered as in one way the result of arbitration,

—the award of the arbitrator has been continued, but the company has given

us more service.

127. Then, in fact, your arrangement now with the Great Southern and

Western is not the result of an award, but an arrangement between the Post-

office and the company ?—At this moment it is so, as I have stated.

128. Mr. H. Herbert.] Would it be a great benefit to the district you have

spoken of, to the west of Limerick, if arrangements could be made for the

transmission of the mail from the Limerick Junction to Limerick by railway t

—Beyond Limerick itself some advantage would be obtained ; Limerick itself

would not be benefited at all, because the letters now reach Limerick quite as

early, indeed much earlier, than people are ready to receive them. I should

answer, perhaps, more satisfactorily by stating that the hours in Limerick

were not disturbed by the arrangement. When we took off the train the letters

reached Limerick, and departed from Limerick, I believe, exactly at the same

hours as before.

129. Viscount Monck.] You mean that they were delivered in Limerick at

the same hour?—Of course they were delivered at the same hour, but I

believe that the mails actually arrived as early ; at all events, of this I am

certain, that the mails going on from Limerick departed at the same hour as

before. I am not sure whether we did not reduce the interval in Limerick

for the mails going on from Limerick, and they alone are interested in the early

arrival ; they depart at precisely the same time now as they did before the

change was made.

130. Mr. H. Herbert.] All the district depending upon Limerick, and beyond

Limerick, would be benefited by the increase of speed between the Limerick

Junction and Limerick, inasmuch as it would give them their letters much

earlier 1—Perhaps you will name a town.

131. Kilrush ?—That is beyond this line.

132. Chairman.] Is there any possible arrangement by which the mails to

Limerick and the mails to Waterford might arrive the evening before, instead

of arriving three hours after midnight?—No, certainly not, unless we alter the

hour of departure from Dublin.

133. At what time does the second mail, as I may call it, from London

arrive in Dublin ; by the second mail I mean that which is dispatched at night ;

there is a mail dispatched at five o'clock, and a mail dispatched at a later

hour?— I believe the latter arrives at half-past nine.

134. Are you aware that there is a train leaving Dublin at 12 in the day for

Limerick, for Cork, and for Waterford, and that if those letters were dispatched

by that train they would arrive early in the evening of that day instead of

remaining in Dublin as they do at present for the whole day, until a late hour

at night, and by that means being brought into Limerick and into Waterford

at three or four o'clock in the morning?—There is no doubt that some

advantage would be derived if, in addition to the existing mail, we employed

the train which the honourable Chairman names ; but if we were to withdraw

the present night mail in consequence of using that particular train, then I

should fear that the interests of Limerick and Waterford would suffer by the

arrangement. I was considering the question as regarding the substitution of

one mail for another, but the honourable Chairman speaks, I think, of an addi

tion to the existing mails. Much will depend upon the manner in which the

case is put.

135. Mr. F. Scully.] As to the day mail from Dublin to Clonmel, are you

aware there is a cart which brings the mail to Clonmel ?—Yes.

1 36. Are you also aware that there is a daily communication by railway

between Clonmel and Goolds Cross ?—Yes.

137. Are you aware at what hour the day mail is delivered at Clonmel?—

Three o'clock.

138. At what hour does the day mail go out of Clonmel in the morning?—

At 10.10.

0.62. B 3 139. Are
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E. Sill, Esq. 1 39. Are you aware at what time the trains go in and go out of Clonmel in

the morning ?—The trains give an advantage of about one hour each way, as

3 July 1855. compared with the mail ; they arrive at two and go out at 11 ; a gain of about

an hour each way might be obtained by using the railway.

140. Both ways ; that is, going out in the morning, and coming in in the

afternoon, so that the letters might be delivered at two instead of three, and

leave at 1 1 instead of 10 ?—Yes.

141. Do not you consider that the arrival of letters at three in the day to

men of business in a town like Clonmel, is perfectly useless?— I cannot admit

that it is useless by any means ; a delivery at two is better than a delivery

at three.

142. Letters might be delivered at Clonmel at two o'clock, whereas they are

now delivered at three ?—The mail arrives at three.

143. At what hour are they delivered ?—That is unimportant, because for

the comparison, of course you may take the time of arrival ; the arrival in one

case is three, under the other arrangement it would be two ; therefore, what

ever the hour of delivery at present may be, it would be an hour earlier under

the arrangement you contemplate.

144. By a recent arrangement, the day mail leaves Dublin an hour earlier

than it used ?—Yes.

14.'). Consequently that mail would arrive in Clonmel at one o'clock instead

of two ?—No ; the arrival of the present day train is continued at two.

140'. If the train leaves Dublin an hour earlier, it is an hour earlier all along

the line ?—But we, are now speaking of the time of arrival according to the

present hour of departure.

147. But could it not be arranged with the company that they should arrive

in Clonmel at one o'clock ?—I think not.

148. An hour earlier than they used to do before the change from Dublin '?—

But two o'clock is an hour earlier than they used to do.

149. No. I think you stated that, before the change was made, they arrived

at Clonmel at two o'clock in the day ; since that an arrangement has been made

to leave Dublin an hour earlier ?—They must come away after the arrival from

Cork, as well as after the arrival from Dublin, and therefore an acceleration

from Dublin only will not give you what you want ; the departure from the

junction must be after the arrival from Cork, as well as after the arrival from

Dublin.

1 50. Mr. FaganJ] What do you pay per mile for the day mail conveyed by

the Southern and Western Railway '!—One shilling each way.

151. The Post-office regulates the hours of departure of the trains that take

the mails ?—The Postmaster-general has power, under the Act, to regulate the

hour, and when he so regulates the hour, of course we expect to pay a larger

sum.

152. That is an element taken into consideration in the evidence before the

arbitrator ?—No doubt of it.

1,53. Mr. F. Scully^] Is there any railway company in England to which the

Post-office pay 4 s. 6d. per mile?—It is impossible in many cases for us to say

what we pay for each mail separately ; the umpire frequently makes his award,

directing that we shall pay a certain sum per day, or a certain average rate of

mileage. When that is the case, we cannot separate it ; we cannot say how

much we pay for the night mail, and how much for the day mail. In the par

ticular case of the South-Western Railway of Ireland, the award directed that

we should pay 4 *. 6 d. a mile for the night mail, and 1 s. for the day mail.

I think it is not impossible that there may be instances in England in which

we pay at as high a rate as that which we pay in Ireland for the South-Western

mail, but, for the reasons which I have given, I cannot say.

154. Mr. Fagan.] But, in point of fact, if the Post-office had not consented

to pay 4 s. 6 d. a mile for that night mail, the South-Western would not have

run the night mail at all ?—The companies have no choice in the matter ; if

the Postmaster-general issues orders the companies must run the mails ; the

rate of payment is settled afterwards.

155. Ihe rate of payment is settled by the expenditure less the receipts?—

That is entirely in the breast of the umpire ; we have no means of ascertaining

how he arrives at his conclusion.

1,56. Mr. F. Scully.] That was not the case with the Dublin and South-Western,

as there was no award ?—Originally there was an award; upon the new arrange

ment



ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 15

ment we might have opened the case and had a fresh award, but as the company R.

were willing to perform additional service, the Postmaster-general was willing

 

to continue the old rate of payment. 3 July 1855.

157. Chairman.] Is the Post-office taking any other steps or means of

coming to a satisfactory conclusion as to the mileage which ought to be paid

to the railways, either by a commission, or inquiries of any sort ?—The Post-

office have made several attempts to have the matter arranged more satisfac

torily ; but Parliament has not thought proper to alter the law. But on the

recommendation of a Commission which sat last Session, of which Mr. Wilson

Patten was the chairman, a Commission has been appointed by the Treasury

to report as to what rate of payment would, under a variety of circumstances,

be fair, and this has, I presume, been done with a view to such use being made

of the Report as the Legislature may think right.

158. Mr. Liddell.] I believe that those Commissioners have not as yet arrived

at anything like a satisfactory result, have they ? —They have not yet reported,

as far as I am aware.

159. Have they not discontinued their inquiry?—I am not aware in what

state the matter now stands ; sometime ago I heard that they had not commenced

the inquiry, but what is the present state of things I do not know.

160. Chairman.'] Does that inquiry extend to Ireland?—It extends to the

whole kingdom.

161. Mr. Maguire.] I think you said something to the effect that the rule

which regulates the Post-office in its determination whether it will give an

additional accommodation to a certain district or not, is whether it will pay

or not ; is that so ?—That is the rule certainly, but a rule followed in a liberal

spirit.

162. Is it the case in many parts of England, that if an application be made

for additional accommodation, you do not entirely tie yourselves up to the test

of whether it will pay or not ?—The rule is precisely the same and the applica

tion of it precisely the same in England as in Ireland.

163. Do you mean to eay, that in all cases, if upon calculation you find it

•will not pay, you then determine to refuse the application for additional

accommodation ?—Of course matters of this sort never can be determined with

absolute accuracy. You cannot by any process of calculation determine what

increase of revenue will result from affording additional facilities ; but by

practice we get a pretty correct notion of what will be the result ; if the

additional convenience afforded to the public is large, then we expect a consider

able augmentation of correspondence ; if the additional convenience is small,

then we expect only a small increase of correspondence and we estimate the

expense ; that we can determine much more accurately than the increased

revenue ; we compare the two, and, as I stated, the Postmaster-general invariably

gives the public the advantage of any doubt upon his mind.

1 64. In some cases in England, even when it is made clear according to the

calculation, be that calculation strictly accurate or not, that it will not pay, but

at the same time there will be a great public benefit rendered, do not the Post-

office frequently grant the required accommodation to the district?—We do

sometimes, whether in England or Ireland, depart from the rule.

165. Do you not do that very often in England?—Not more so than in Ire

land ; indeed not so often in England as in Ireland.

166. Ought not the rule to be more liberally acted upon in Ireland than in

England, taking all things into consideration ?—Whether it ought or not may

be doubtful ; but there is no doubt that it is more liberally acted upon in Ireland

than in England.

167. But ought not one of the circumstances to be considered by the Post-

office to be, whether there would be a great public benefit rendered, though

that might be altogether independent of the result of an increase in the cor

respondence ?—I think not.

1 68. Might not a great number of persons be greatly inconvenienced by the

advantage being withheld from them which the public in another district

obtained ?—I think the establishment of a single daily post to any place of

importance should be given, whether the result is or is not profitable to the

revenue, and we act upon that view. But when we have to consider the question

of an additional post, a second post, or a third post, or a direct post, instead of

0.62. B 4 an
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R. Hill, Esq. an indirect post by using lines which were previously employed, then we look

more narrowly into the question of profit and loss ; and I think the Com-

3 July 1855. mittee will see that the profit to the revenue, dependent as it necessarily is upon

the increase of correspondence resulting from the increased facilities afforded,

is a very good index of the value of those facilities. On the whole I think we

cannot have a better test than that which we usually apply.

169. Will you state to the Committee your opinion as to the best mode of

compelling railways, or inducing railways, to give their services for a fair

equivalent •—Perhaps the Committee will allow me to refer to evidence which

has been already given by myself upon that question, and which might be made

part of this Committee's evidence. I will go into the question, if it be desired ;

but I went into it very fully about two years ago, I think, before the Committee

of which Mr.Cardwell was the chairman, and I gave further evidence last year

upon the same question. If the Committee desire it, I am quite ready to go

into the question again.

1 70. If you will be good enough to give your own ideas upon the matter,

then we can refer to the particular evidence to which you point our attention ?

—I think it is very desirable that the Legislature should in all cases, where it

can, lay down mileage rates. I think that in respect of all trains which the

companies run for their own purposes, there would be no injustice in the

Legislature saying that the Postmaster-general shall have the right to use

those trains for the conveyance of the mails at fixed mileage rates, in pro

portion to the weight of the mails carried ; that would be of very great

assistance to us. At present we are obliged to bargain as well as we can

in such cases, and it very frequently happens that the Postmaster-general

is debarred from affording important convenience to the public, because a

company refuses to accept a rate of payment which would be highly remu

nerative, but which they probably think is less than they can get by

holding out ; such an arrangement as that now suggested would get rid of

great part of our difficulty. But the difficulty would still remain, in respect of

those more important mails, regarding which the Postmaster-general determines

the hours at which the trains shall start, the speed at which they shall run,

the places at which they shall stop, and so on. I am inclined to think that

the present mode of dealing with such cases, namely, by arbitration, is

probably the best that can be adopted: but I think that the Legislature would

assist very much if they laid down general principles to guide the arbitrators.

The mode which I myselfrecommended in the evidence to which I have referred

was, that the Legislature should direct that the arbitrators should first of all

declare what was the bare additional cost to the company of running the parti

cular train, and then that they should add to that cost a certain per-centage,

which might be named in the Act of Parliament, as the profit to the com

pany, deducting from the total a certain fraction, I think I suggested a fifth

of the earnings of the train in passenger or other traffic. That was, I believe,

the arrangement I proposed. If this were done then the Postmaster-general

would be relieved of a very great difficulty. It is very important for the

public convenience that when a railway is opened the Postmaster-general

should at once put the mails upon that railway, without stopping to make a

bargain with the company ; and if the rates were fixed by law, to the extent

which I propose, then we should at once be able to determine whether the

mails were or were not of sufficient importance to justify the expenditure. At

present we have not only the doubt, which is altogether unavoidable, as to the

increase of the revenue that will result from affording the additional facility ;

but we have the still greater doubt as to the rate of remuneration to the com

pany. One arbitrator may award one sum, in one case, and another arbitrator

twice as large a sum in another.

171. Mr. Barrow.1 Are the Committee to understand that you find from

experience that the arbitrators who had been engaged upon different occasions

have awarded very different rates r—Very different rates indeed.

172. They do not appear to be guided by any general rule?—We have no

means of judging by what circumstances they are guided.

173. Chairman.^ They are guided, 1 suppose, by the evidence brought

before them ?—I have no doubt that the umpires act conscientiously in the

matter. I should be very sorry to be understood as throwing the slightest

doubt upon their perfect conscientiousness. But the result is, as we find by

practice,
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practice, that one gentleman, Under certain circumstances, will award a R. Hill, Esq.

certain rate of payment, and another, under precisely similar circumstances,

a very different rate of payment. 3 J"ly 1855.

1 74. Sir S. Northcott;.~\ Is it your opinion that it would be desirable to have

for the Post- office an officer who should always conduct the negotiation for the

Government ?—The Post-office has always had the aid of a scientific gentle

man, who has been their arbitrator. Recently the Postmaster-general has had

two arbitrators ; one an engineer and the other a lawyer, because it sometimes

happens that legal questions are opened. That arrangement is a temporary

one, sanctioned by the Treasury as an experiment. I believe that the Post

master-general considers that it has worked very satisfactorily.

175. Mr. Liddell.] Is it not the case that a very great number of railway

companies have already acceded to that arrangement to which you have

alluded, namely, allowing the Government to use the trains which are running

for their convenience for the conveyance of mails ?—There are many instances

in which the companies, for the payment of a certain sum per annum, have

given us the use of all their trains.

176. Have you not observed that that sum has not varied very much ; it is

pretty nearly the same rate throughout, is it not 1—We generally enter into an

agreement for a term of years, and then it cannot vary with regard to the

particular company ; but whether the payments to one company are at the same

rate per mile as to another, I am not prepared to say, because the amount of

mileage is continually varying.

177. Mr. Maguire.] Considering that the Great Southern and Western get

4s. 6 d. a mile for the night trains, is not this demand of 2 s. 3 d. by the

Limerick and Waterford railway considered very fair ?—It is no doubt a com

paratively low demand, but the question still remains whether it would be wise

on the part of the Postmaster-general to pay even that low sum for the con

veyance of the mail ; it may be a very fair sum for the Company to ask, but a

very extravagant one for the Postmaster-general to pay.

178. But taking all the circumstances into consideration, so far as that

company is concerned, is it not a very fair offer as things are in Ireland ?—The

2 s. 3 d. is a low offer, but the 9 d. for the day mail is a high offer.

179. Mr. Pagan.] You stated that there has been a considerable improvement

in postal accommodation by the recent establishment of railways ?—Yes.

180. Can you give the Committee a return of the towns in this district where

the postal accommodation has been diminished by the recent establishment of

railways ?—We can make such a return.

181. I have before me a letter from Mitchelstown, in the county of Cork ;

the writer says, " Before the railway was established we had two mails every 24

hours from Dublin, and could post letters up to 9 \ p. m. to reach either Cork

or Dublin next day ; whereas now, we have only one delivery, and are obliged

to post all letters (even for Fermoy, eight miles off) at 6 £ p.m." I wish to

know whether you can give the Committee a return of the various towns in

this district which are injured rather than served by the establishment of rail

ways for postal accommodation ?—We could give in a list of all places which

have to post their letters for Dublin, or any other towns, at an earlier hour than

formerly ; perhaps that is what is meant ; whether they are injured upon the

balance of the several advantages and disadvantages it would be difficult to

determine.

182. There are some towns, for instance, which the letters posted in Cork or

in Dublin reach at a much longer interval now by reason of this railway accom

modation than formerly, when they had coach accommodation ?—Any extensive

alteration in the routes of the principal mail is likely to produce inconvenience

as regards certain places, because the alteration of the line may divert the

mails from those particular places.

1 83. I wish the Post-office to give the Committee a return of those towns,

with a view to consider how this injury could be remedied ?—The place named

in the letter is not a post town, it is a sub-post, and is dependent upon Mallow

for its mails ; we can give the Committee, without any very great difficulty, a

statement in respect of all post towns ; perhaps that would serve the purpose.

1 84. We have it in evidence, that the revenue in Ireland has considerably

increased within the last year?—Somewhat increased.

185. You are governed in affording postal accommodation by the increase

of the revenue ?—Yes.

0.62. C 186. Seeing



18 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

\

Jl. Hill, Esq. 186. Seeing that the Irish revenue has increased, and that we have reason tobelieve that the increase is in this very district, we wish to ascertain whether

3 July 1855. we could recommend an increase of accommodation in those, places ?—The

Committee will bear in mind that I cautioned them against resting their

judgment upon any one year ; it may be, that everything continuing as it now is,

the next year may show a very small net revenue, because of the fluctuations

which I have described. I think you cannot safely assume that the apparent

net revenue of the last year, as shown by that account, was really so large as it

appears to be. I think it is not safe to rest upon an account for a particular

year, though you may safely rest upon an account for three years.

1 87. Mr. F. Scully.'} Can you give a list of the number of towns in this

district where communications and answers to letters now require three days,

which, in the former state of things, before railways were established, required

only two days ; towns such as Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel : what is the mode

of communication by post between those two towns ?—There is a mail car,

which runs from Clonmel to Carrick-on-Suir. I am afraid if we attempted to

make a return it would mislead.

1 88. Mr. MaguireJ] By the returns of the receipts which you have given the

Committee, I find there is a steady increase for those three years ; and if I

might judge by those returns, showing that there is a steady increase in the

receipts of the Irish Post-office, I might calculate, taking all things into con

sideration, that there will be a steady increase for the future, inasmuch as

the country is improving, and inasmuch as you said that the increased educa

tion of the people must necessarily operate upon the returns by causing

increased correspondence ?—No doubt.

189. Under those circumstances, would there be anything wrong in the Post-

office incurring additional expenditure, inasmuch as, taking all things into con

sideration, there would be an additional revenue ?—There is no doubt that you

may look with confidence as to an increase in the gross receipts : the doubt is,

as to the net receipts.

190. I think your statement was to this effect, that considerable improve

ments have taken place within the last 12 months, for which you wish to take

credit?—Not within the last 12 months, within the last 12 years.

191. I am now speaking of within the last 18 months?—Yes.

1 92. By the return for the year 1853-54 the gross expenditure was 203,665 /. r

—Yes.

193. Notwithstanding all those improvements winch you say were made,

the gross expenditure, up to 1855, I think you said was 181,616/. r—Yes;

for the last year that is the total payments ; but, as I have already explained,

those do not necessarily represent the total expenditure.

194. There is one thing clear, that the postal revenue in Ireland is steadily

increasing ?—The gross revenue is certainly.

195. Steadily increasing year by year ?—It is, throughout every part of the

kingdom, I am happy to say.

196. During the last year, and the year before, and the year before that?—

Yes ; I believe there has never been an exception to that rule since the

establishment of the penny postage ; the gross revenue of each year has, I think,

been invariably greater than the gross revenue of the preceding year

197. And as trade, and commerce, and the intelligence of the people, and all

those matters which affect the increase are developed, of course the gross

receipts will also increase ?—No doubt.

198. Therefore under those circumstances is it not the duty of the Post-office

to expend whatever is necessary for the public convenience, being sure that

eventually they will be paid ?—No, I am afraid we cannot look with certainty

to that result ; every reasonable expenditure should be incurred, and we hold

that it is already incurred in serving this particular district. Additional

expenses have been incurred very recently, for though the company carry mails

at the same rate now as before, yet the establishment of the travelling post-

office involves considerable expenses which are independent of the charges of

the company ; highly paid clerks are employed to sort the letters upon the

line, and expenses of various kinds are constantly arising.

1 99. Do you find as the result, in many instances, of increased facilities given

to the public, that there is an increase in the correspondence ?—Certainly.

200. Might
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200. Might we say that that almost happens invariably ?—Almost invariably ; R. mil, Esq.

but the increase of correspondence will be larger or smaller in proportion to

the increase of convenience, as you are aware. 3 Julj 1855.

201. Ought it not to be the object of the Post-office to give the utmost

facilities to the public, inasmuch as those facilities increase the intercourse of

the public ?—Within moderate limits undoubtedly.

202. Wrhy, when the experiment has never failed to produce the desired

result, should it be confined within what you please to call moderate limits ?—

For this reason, that though increased facilities invariably afford increased cor

respondence, yet, unless we proceed cautiously, the cost of those increased

facilities may very greatly outrun the produce of the increased correspondence.

If, for instance, we were to grant facilities at a cost of 1,000/. a year, which

produced a correspondence yielding only 1 00 I. a year, that I should call an

injudicious arrangement.

203. Unless there were some counterbalancing public advantage ?—The

increased correspondence is the advantage ; that is our meter for estimating the

advantage to the public ; and I think the Committee will see it is a very cor

rect test.

204. Mr. H. Herbert^] I see upon this map a number of blue and green lines,

the blue lines representing the mail car roads, and the green the stage coach

roads ?—Yes.

205. Has there not been a system going on for some years of substituting, in

the south of Ireland, cars running at an inferior rate of speed, for the old mail

coaches ?—To a certain extent that has been done where the correspondence

is small as compared with the expense. The truth is, that in Ireland coaches

had been established under circumstances where they would not have been

employed in England, and the mistake thus made has, to a certain extent, been

corrected of late years.

206. Then that correction involves giving the conveyance of the mail at a

very inferior rate of speed to that at which it was carried some years ago ?—In

some instances that is the result unquestionably.

207. Are the instances very numerous?—I think not ; there may, perhaps,

be several instances in which the mails are carried at an inferior rate ; but

whenever we make an arrangement of that kind, we, if possible, couple it with

an acceleration elsewhere, perhaps upon the mam line of railway, which com

pensates for the reduced speed of the cars.

208. Chairman.] Are you aware whether there is any arrangement at all with

the Waterford and Limerick Railway, for the conveyance of the mails, except

the day mails from the Junction to Limerick ?—No, that is the extent to which

the line is used at present.

209. How are the mails conveyed from Waterford to Carrick, Clonmel, Clare,

Cahir, and Tipperary ?—I must ask leave to refer you to another witness for

those details.

210. Mr. F. Scully.] Is not the mode of conveyance by one-horse cars, in

many parts of Ireland, where large sums of money are conveyed through the

medium of the post bags, a very unsafe mode of conveyance, and very often

causes serious loss of property ?—We have no means of knowing what are the

contents of the mails, but I do not remember any loss of a mail in Ireland.

211. Did you not hear, in the course of the last two years, of several losses

sustained in the conveyance of the mail bags between Goold's Cross and Clon

mel?—I do not remember the circumstance of the loss of any bags; it is

frequently alleged that letters have been lost in the course of circulation, but

the loss of a bag is a thing almost unknown.

2 1 2. Did not it come to your knowledge that a carman got lost in the great

snow which we had in Ireland last winter, and that the bags were lost, and

were afterwards found by two countrymen, and brought into the town of

Cashel ? —I think I remember that ; but the bags in that case were not lost.

213. No, because they happened to be afterwards found r—Last winter was

a very severe winter, and interrupted the progress of the mails in almost every

part of the kingdom, and caused a great deal of confusion ; but I do not remem

ber that it caused any absolute loss.

214. Chairman.'] It interrupted the progress of the mails conveyed by

carts ?—Yes ; and it interrupted the progress of the mails conveyed by

railway.

0.62. c 2 215. Have
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7t. /////, Esq. 215. Have you any experience of the Waterford and Limerick Railway?—

• - — No ; but I presume there is nothing peculiarly advantageous connected with

3 July 1855. that line.

216. That railway passed its trains uninterruptedly during the winter?—

Last winter was a very extraordinary winter ; but I think it would be a very

extravagant thing, upon the part of the Post-office, to employ railways instead

of cars, simply with the view of avoiding so remote a contingency as the

interruption of the mails from so severe a winter as the last.

217. Mr. F. Scully.,] What is the difference of expense in conveying mails

by cars and coaches ?—It varies very extensively ; the charges by cars are

variable, and the charges by coaches are very variable, therefore it is difficult

to compare them ; but the rule is to take the cheapest conveyance, whether

coach or car ; we have no preference either for cars or coaches.

2 1 8. Chairman.] I suppose the cheapest, in . that case, is the worst ?—The

small mails are usually carried, whether in Ireland or in England or in Scotland,

by one-horse carriages.

2 1 9. Mr. F. Scully.] Do you consider the mails between Dublin and the very

large and important towns of Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir small mails ?—All

the mails to or from Clonmel are small ; indeed there is scarcely such a

thing as a large mail in the whole of Ireland, compared with what we call large

mails here in England ; the whole correspondence of Ireland is less than that

of the London district post.

220. Mr. H. Herbert.] Do you anticipate that, if your suggestions were

adopted with reference to arbitration in the case of the conveyance of mails by

railway, you would be able to give greater facilities to the south of Ireland in

the conveyance of mails, by availing yourselves of the present railways ?—Yes ;

if we had freer use of the railways, I think we should ; but it is a balance of

advantage. Suppose, for instance, the Limerick and Waterford Railway Com

pany would carry the day-mail at a moderate rate, for example, 2 d. a mile, or

something like that, my own impression is, that it would be advantageous to

the district to transfer the mail to the railway, and have it so conveyed ; but it

is by no means a clear case, that we should not injure the district rather than

benefit it. I know that some of the officers in the establishment who have

gone into the matter more fully than I have, are of opinion that it would not

be advantageous to the district to have the mail carried by railway, even if we

disregarded the question of expense. I am assured, with reference to a ques

tion put just now, that the day-mail to Limerick by the railway was wholly

interrupted one day, and that the night-mail by coach was never wholly inter

rupted for 24 hours in the course of the last winter.

221. Chairman.] Was that the result of accident ?—I suppose on account of

the snow. Instances have, I think, occurred in which railway mails in the north

of Scotland have been stopped for a week.

222. Mr. Maguire.] How many instances on the other side have you, of cars

carrying the mails, being obstructed by the snow ?—I cannot say ; but if there

be any advantage as regards liability to obstruction in favour of railway mails,

it is very small, and not such as to justify any increase of expense.

223. Mr. H. Herbert.] You dovetailed your answer with regard to one

question into two. With regard to the comparative merits of railways and cars

for carrying mails, I suppose the Committee are scarcely to understand you to

say, that as a general rule, although there may be some exceptions, it is not more

convenient to carry mails by railways than by cars •—Certainly, as a general

rule, it is better to carry them by railway ; but nothing is more complex than

the circulation of the Post-office. You cannot safely act upon general rules in

all cases ; general rules will commonly guide you right, but you must look

carefully to the particular circumstances of every case, otherwise you may

make very serious mistakes in following out general rules. However, all other

things equal, that railway conveyance is superior to conveyance by any other

means, nobody can doubt for a moment.

224. Then speaking generally, is it your opinion that if either your sug

gestions were adopted, or some other suggestion which would give you a mode

of dealing equitably with the railways in the south of Ireland, advantages

could be extended to the public ?—No doubt of it ; there is no doubt that we

could afford considerable additional facilities, as we have done in those districts

in which the companies have given us the use of all their trains.

225. Chairman.]
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225. Chairman.'] Have you met with any other instance in which the use of R- Hill, Esq.

railways has injured the correspondence of the country ?—That is a matter of "

detail which I cannot speak to from recollection. We can pick out cases by 3 July 1855.

referring to the documents, and if you desire to have that done, it shall be

done. If the Committee have no objection to state those cases in which any

party thinks that injury has been done, of course that will narrow the inves

tigation.

226. Have you anything further which you wish to state to the Committee ?

—No, nothing further occurs to me.

S) 6° die Julii, 1855.
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Mr. Joseph Fisher, called in ; and Examined.

227. Chairman.'] YOU reside in Waterford ?—I do. Mr. J.

228. You have been acting as secretary for some time to a postal committee "
for the purpose of representing the postal arrangements to the Postmaster- u^ 55'

general ?—Yes.

229. I believe you are also proprietor of one of the local newspapers ?—Yes.

230. Can you state, from your knowledge, what are the postal arrangements

between Waterford and Clonmel ?—There are two mails, if we may call them

two ; one is a direct mail car that leaves Waterford at half-past 4 in the after

noon ; the post-office closes at 4 o'clock for the receipt of letters, and it reaches

Clonmel at about 8 o'clock, and passes on from thence to Goold's Cross, where

it meets the railway. There is another, which the Post-office call a mail ;

an order exists that any letters that arrive for Clonmel, or that are posted for

Clonmel after the dispatch of this mail, are to be sent up to Dublin, and to

come down the next day ; but we do not look upon that as a mail at all.

The letters for Dublin leave at 7.20. o'clock in the evening ; they go up to

Dubliu that night, and come down to Clonmel the next day, arriving in Clonmel,

I think, about 3 o'clock.

231. You mean that the regular direct mail from Waterford to Clonmel is

dispatched from Waterford at half-past 4 in the afternoon ?—Yes.

232. And that any letters posted afterwards for Clonmel are sent forward by

the Dublin mail that evening ?—Exactly so. The particulars are given in a

return made by the Post-office. If the Committee wish for the exact hour, I can

give it as stated officially.

233- Perhaps you will state it from the return?—The Post-office state that the

first dispatch to Clonmel is at 4.30 p.m. ; that is the direct car ; and they also state

that there is a second dispatch at 10 minutes after 7 ; and the Post-office descrip

tion of the second mail is " by mail car from Waterford to Maryborough, and by

railway thence to Dublin ; by railway from Dublin to Goold's Cross, and by mail

car from Goold's Cross to Clonmel ;" that is the information the Post-office have

given us. That last mail occupies 21 hours and 15 minutes, according to the

Post-office return.

234. Sir S. Northcote.] At what hour does it reach Clonmel? — About

3 o'clock in the afternoon.

235. Viscount. Monck.'] That is only for letters posted between 4 and 7 in the

afternoon ?—Yes.

0.62. c 3 236. Chairman^
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Mr. J. Flthtr. 236. Chairman.'] You now quote from the return laid before the House of

< ' Commons by the Post-office?—Yes.

6 July 1855. 237. Mr. Barrow.'] I understood you to say that the direct post from

Waterford to Clonmel leaves at half-past 4 ?—Yes.

238. Viscount Monch.~\ What time does the 4.30 mail arrive at Clonmel?-—

At about 20 minutes after 8.

239. Mr. Barrow.'] So that the second dispatch, in fact, carries letters put in

between 4 and 7 at Waterford to Clonmel 4 or 5 hours earlier the next day

than they would arrive if they waited for the regular daily mail ?—Yes. With,

regard to the second dispatch, I should, perhaps, now explain to the Committee

how that affects the district . It will be seen on the map, that to the south of

Waterford there are the towns of Tramore, Dunmore, Passage, and Woodstown,

and the mails from those towns do not arrive in Waterford until after the 4

o'clock mail is made up and gone out.

240. Viscount Monck.] That is after the dispatch to Clonmel has gone ?—Yes.

241. Do you suppose that there is a great deal of correspondence going on

between those four towns and Clonmel ?— I believe all the correspondence between

Waterford and the south of Ireland goes out by the Clonmel mail.

242. But is there a great deal of communication by letter between Clonmel

and those four places you mentioned ?—I do not know what is meant by a great

deal ; there is a constant communication, but it does not merely embrace Clon

mel ; what I say about Clonmel applies to the whole correspondence between

the south of Ireland with those four towns, anrl Waterford ; all our correspondence

from that district with the south of Ireland, after reaching Clonmel, continues

to Goold's Cross ; it meets the down train from Dublin, and it brings down the

whole correspondence, which includes the whole of Munster, the county Water-

ford, county Cork, county Kerry, county Tipperary, and county Limerick.

243. Chairman.'} The direct mail from Waterford to Clonmel conveys all the

correspondence from Waterford and Clonmel to the other towns, west, as far as

Limerick or Clare, or Kerry, south-west ?—All our correspondence for the south

of Ireland leaves Waterford by the car that goes in the first instance to Clonmel,

but this car does not stop at Clonmel : it goes on to a place called Goold's Cross,

and at Goold's Cross it meets the down night mail on the Great Southern and

Western line, which takes it on, and the mails for Limerick and Clare are

taken off at the Junction and go by coach from the Junction to Limerick.

For Kerry they go on to Mallow, and are taken off there by the car from the

railway ; for Cork and part of the county of Cork south, they go on all the way

to Cork ; those lor Youghal are continued on from Cork by a car. Those for

Dungnrvan proceed by car ; they reach Clonmel at 8 o'clock in the evening,

remain there all night, and are sent on to Dungarvan by a car in the morning;

for Cappoquin and Lismore they go through Cahir, and they are continued on

by a mail car; so that a letter from Tramore to Dungarvan, for instance, comes

into Waterford at 6 o'clock; the Clonmel mail has gone out at half-past four;

that letter has to remain in Waterfnrd until the next day, unless it is sent round

by Dublin ; and if it is sent round by Dublin it does not reach Dungarvan till

the same time as it would if it remained in Waterford until the next evening1,

and were sent from Waterford to Clonmel, and forwarded by a car from Clonmel

to Dungarvan.

244. Was not there a mistake in what you have just stated, that the second

dispatch does not bring a letter from Waterford and from the other towns in

communication with Waterford, south and west, to Cl >nmel until the hour at

which the car next day to Clonmel would have brought it ; is there not some dif

ference of three or four hours between the two ?—If it reaches Clonmel at

3 o'clock in the day, it has to remain in Clonmel till the next day at 4 o'clock a. m.

to be despatched to Dungarvan ; so that it does not arrive at Dungarvan any

earlier than if it had remained in Waterford the whole time. I may mention

an instance that came under my own knowledge, which may show how the

public service is circumstanced : Lord Stuart cle Decies, who is lieutenant of

the county of Waterford, resides near Cappoquin; in corresponding with Lord

Huntingdon, whose post town is Dunmore, a letter will lie 22 hours in Water-

ford each way; and on a recent occasion Lord Huntingdon was in my office

and showed me a letter on Her Majesty's Service from Lord Stuart de Decies

which had been sent from police station to police station by mounted police in

consequence of the difficulty of the post-office.

24.5. Who
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245. Who is Lord Huntingdon ?—He is deputy lieutenant of the county of Mr. J. Fisher.

Waterford. *' >

•246. All the correspondence from Tramore, Dunmore, Woodstown, and Water- 6 Julv l855-

ford, for Clonmel, for Limerick, for Kerry, and for Clare, passes by that first

direct mail conveyance from Waterford to Clonmel ?—Yes. With regard to

Waterford itself, and the inconvenience that arises to merchants in Waterford,

from the early hour at which that mail is dispatched, if the Honourable Members

will refer to the map, they will see that the time occupied between Waterford

and G oold's Cross is about eight hours, and the journey by railway trom Water-

ford to the Limerick junction is done in two and a half hours, so that the same

letters, if they were dispatched from Waterford at 9 o'clock in the evening, or

from half-past 8 to 9, would reach that point, for all the purposes of the Post-

office, exactly as well as they do now.

247. Have you stated all the inconveniences which result from the early

dispatch of the Clonmel car ?—There is an inconvenience to the mercantile

community of Waterford which I should bring under your notice. All our

Liverpool letters reach Waterford by the day mail through Dublin at 1.35 in

the afternoon, which is very important to the trading community. That deli

ver}' commences at 2 o'clock, and it is over at 4. The whole of the mercantile

communications between Waterford and the interior, with which large transac

tions go on, goes out at 4, so that the delivery of those letters, as far as Water-

ford itself is concerned, is barely completed when the Post-office closes for

dispatch to the interior. We consider, in Waterford, that it would be of very great

advantage if we had till 9 o'clock in the evening to write letters consequent

upon that correspondence.

248. Or, at all events, if you had a later hour than the present hour, without

being quite so late as 9 ; is that what you wish to convey?— Exactly so.

249. That late dispatch would enable the letters from all the adjacent towns

to be forwarded without the delay you have already spoken of?—Yes. With

•regard to correspondence in Clonmel, I have stated that tiie mail arrives there

at 10 minutes after 8; the whole of that mail has to be sorted in Clonmel,

which is a sorting office, and it is dispatched on to Goold's Cross from Clonmel

at 9. No delivery of those letters takes place in Clonmel that night. If a man

sends to the post-office just at 9 o'clock he can get his letters ; but the post-

office closes, under the postal regulations, at 9, and they are not ready to deliver

letters till 9 ; so that, in fact, it opens and closes at 9. Those letters are not

delivered till the morning; and in the morning the mail car has passed through

at 5 o'clock.

250. The return car in the morning leaves Clonmel at five o'clock for Water-

ford ?—Yes.

251. What time does it arrive in Waterford?—A little after eight.

252. That is after the arrival of the Dublin mail at Waterford ?—The Dublin

night mail is due in Waterford at a quarter before five, and the delivery of the

letters that arrive by it commences at seven, and that lasts until about nine.

253. It commences before the arrival of the Clonmel letters ?—Exactly so.

254. And that occasions a second delivery in the morning ?—The letter-

carriers are out on the delivery of the first mail when the mail arrives, and the

delivery of the second mail cannot commence until they return from their rounds.

255. Does any inconvenience result to the post towns we have been speaking

of, in the neighbourhood of Waterford, from the late arrival in the morning of

the Clonmel and Limerick car ?—Except the Waterford letters, they all have to

remain at the post-office till the next day, to rest themselves after their night's

journey.

256. Sir S. Northcote.] Letters which arrive at Waterford at eight in the

morning for Passage, for example, remain in the office the whole day ? —They

are sent to Passage, seven miles further, the next morning.

257. Chairman.] Is there not a dispatch upon the arrival of the Dublin mail

for those neighbouring towns ?—There is.

2.58. But that dispatch is made before the arrival of the Clonmel and Limerick

mails, which occasions this long delay in the post-office, those letters waiting

for the next morning dispatch ?—Yes. If those letters were forwarded by rail

way they would be in Waterford at three o'clock in the morning ; whereas they

arrive now in Waterford at eight.

259. Mr. Wickham.] That is after the delivery of the Dublin letters has com

menced ?—Yes ; there is but one mail in a day to the small towns round Water-

0.62. c 4 ford,



34 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

. Fisher. ford, and that leaves Waterford before the letters that come by the Clonmel mail

arrive, so that they have to remain in the post-office till the next day. Speaking-.
July 1855. Q£ cionme^ I may state that it includes the whole correspondence that comes by

mail to those four towns.

260. Chairman.'] Waterford, I believe, is the shipping port for Clonmel ?—

Yes; and of Carrick and Cahir. The same inconvenience results to the mer

cantile classes with regard to their correspondence with Liverpool, from the late

arrival of that mail, that results with regard to the dispatch, because the deli

very of the letters that arrive from Clonmel is not completed when the post-

office closes for the dispatch of the day mail, which takes the Liverpool corre

spondence.

261. You are speaking now of the dispatch of the day mail for Dublin ?—Yes.

202. Can you state at what time the delivery of the Clonmel mail ends in

Waterford ?—About 11.

263. At what hour is the post-office closed for the dispatch of letters by the

Dublin mail, conveying of course all the English correspondence •—At a quar

ter before 11.

264. Sir S. Northcote.] I am to understand you to say that the day mail

departs before the Clonmel letters are delivered ?— Before the delivery is

completed.

265. Mr. Barrow.} I understand that your suggestion, that those towns being

inconvenienced by letters remaining in Waterford 22 hours, that might be

remedied by the letters being sent, instead of by a car, at 5 o'clock in the morn

ing, by railway at some time during the night?—Yes, they would arrive in

Waterford earlier.

266. So as to arrive in Waterford at the same time as the Dublin letters ?—

Yes.

267. That is the grievance, and that is the remedy ?—Yes.

268. Chairman.] Do you think you have now informed the Committee of

what may be considered the principal inconveniences resulting from the present

postal arrangements in Waterford, as regards all the district as to which the

Committee are inquiring?—There is one very crying grievance, which is, that

the letters which arrive at Waterford at five or six o'clock in the evening from

those small towns, are not delivered till the next morning in Waterford.

269. Though they arrive in the evening they are not delivered till the next

morning ?—Exactly, so that no reply can be had till the following day ; the mail

in the morning has gone out before the letters are delivered.

270. Will you now state to the Committee what is the present mode of con

veyance of the letters from those small towns to Waterford, in the first instance ?

—Some of them are by foot messengers, some of them are by car, and from

Tramore it is by railway.

271. From Waterford to the intermediate towns between it and Clonmel, how

are the letters conveyed ?—By the one-horse car from Waterford to Goold's Cross,

which drops the letters at Pilltown, Carrick, Clonmel, and Cashel. Before

I go from Waterford there is one matter I should mention, which shows the

manner in which the Post-office service is done. There is a receiving-house in

the city of Waterford, and if a letter is posted for Clonmel at 11 or 12 o'clock in

the day, it is not taken from that receiving-office to the General Post-office until

after the Clonmel mail goes out, so that it remains till the next day.

272. Do you mean to say that a letter put into the receiving-house at 11 or 12.

in the day does not go to the General Post-office until after the dispatch of the

Clonmel mail?—It does not; the Passage post-boy, who is due at the post-office

at six o'clock in the evening, calls at the receiving-house for all the letters posted

during the day, so that letters posted at any time during the day, for Clonmel,

will remain there till after the Clonmel mail has gone out.

273. What distance is that receiving-house from the post-office?—About half

a mile.

274. Do you think you have stated the principal inconveniences which result

from the present hours of arrival and dispatch of the mails in Waterford, and its

neighbouring towns ; and if so, will you now proceed to state what means there

are of remedying those inconveniences ?—There is one matter which affects the

provincial press, which I may state, namely, that in consequence of those arrange

ments the Post-office ; in return for the payment of the stamp, it does not give to

the provincial press the advantage it gives to the Dublin press ; newspapers pub

lished in Waterford in the evening, to be sent to Dungarvan, must be published

in
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Fwtaprin Waterford four hours sooner than a similar publication in Dublin to reach it Mr. J.

at tlie same time. There is one other matter connected with the district which

I omitted to mention, that is, that there is a car which runs direct from ^ ^ul? l855'

Dungarvan to Waterford, which I think has been referred to before this Com

mittee as being a boon to the district. That car arrives in Waterford at ten

minutes after 11 a.m., but the delivery does not commence until two o'clock

p.m. ; it leaves Waterford for Dungarvan on its return five minutes after two.

275. So that it is not very possible to send a reply to Dungarvan by the

return car 1—Unless one is gifted with precognition and send to the post-office

for the Ittters, one cannot possibly do that ; perhaps as this question turns so

much upon the matter of expense, at least, in all our correspondence with the

post-office it has been put upon that, it would be well, before suggesting a remedy.

to allude to another mail which leaves Waterford (it is the night mail) at ten minutes

after seven ; that goes down through Thomastown to Kilkenny by horse car,

and from Kilkenny it goes across to Maryborough, one of the stations upon the

Great Southern and Western line ; where it is taken by the up mail train which

goes on to Dublin, and comes on to England.

1176. That is the mail by which the letters late for the first dispatch to

Clonmel are sent ?—Yes.

277. So that if you write a letter after four o'clock to Clonmel, byway of

accommodation that letter is sent up to Dublin that night, and comes down the

next day to Clonmel ?—Yes.

278. Can you give any idea of what is the length of the journey of that letter

by that route 1— I suppose about 250 miles.

279. What is the distance from Waterford to Clonmel 1—I think about 30, or

less than 30 English miles.

280. Is there a railway communication completed from Waterford to Limerick ?

—There is ; and it passes through Clonmel.

281. Is there also a railway completed from Waterford to Dublin?—There

is ; through Kilkenny.

282. Then these mail cars, that go from Waterford through Clonmel on the

one side, and through Thomastown and Kilkenny to Maryborough on the other,

run parallel nearly with two railways ?—Yes, they do ; one of them runs along

the line of railway from Waterford to Clonmel. A letter posted in Waterford

for Clonmel at four o'clock will not be delivered there that night ; whereas, if a

letter be sent as a parcel byrailway, it will leave Waterford at half-past five, and will

be delivered that night. The Waterford and Limerick Company have established

a threepenny parcel post lately, and are carrying letters which the Post-office

ought to carry. The Committee will see, by reference to the map, that the two

cars run to two different points upon the same railway, and that railway has a

contract for carrying the mails, so that without a penny additional expense,

the whole of those mails could come to the Limerick Junction by railway.

283. Mr. Liddell.] Is the Committee to understand that, without any addi

tional expense by the Post-office contract with the railway company, they would

have a right of conveying mails by all the trains t—They can send them as far

as the Limerick Junction without any additional expense by the trains that now

carry them.

284. Chairman.'] There is a Post-office contract for conveying the letters by

the entire route of the Great Southern and Western Railway, which passes by

what is called the Limerick Junction ; and so far you mean to say that the

Post-office could carry any additional number of letters without any additional

expense ?—Exactly. If the remedy I am going to suggest be adopted, the Post-

office would save the expense of both the cars I have alluded to.

285. That is the car to Goold's Cross, and the car to Maryborough ?—Yes.

286. Can you state what would be the advantage gained in point of time by

the correspondence from adopting that route instead of the present routes ?—

Our Dublin correspondence would leave Waterford two hours later than it does

now, and our correspondence for the south of Ireland 5J hours later.

287. The advantage of the two hours later dispatch from Waterford would be

this, that all the letters which are now detained so long at the post-office could

be dispatched at once ?—Exactly so.

288. Would there be any advantage, again, in the earlier arrival, so as to

allow of one delivery instead of two, and one dispatch instead of two ?—We

should have but one delivery instead of two, and all the towns and sub-offices.

0.62. D dependent
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Mr. J. fisher, dependent upon Waterford would receive their letters much earlier, and would

receive all their letters every day instead of receiving only a portion of them.

6 July 1855. It would be well to mention to the Committee that, previously to railways being

established, Waterford and Clonmel enjoyed the advantage of two mails per

day: one travelled by a coach, which went direct from Waterford to Limerick,

and the other travelled by Bianconi's car to Clonmel, so that with regard to

Carrick and Clonmel we had two posts per day. The Post-office have taken off

one of them, and have given us nothing instead of it.

289. And that which vou have now is inconvenient, both in the time of

dispatch from Waterford and the time of arrival in Clonmel ?—It is most in

convenient.

290. The fact being, that although Clonmel, as you state, is not quite 30

miles from VVaterford, you can have no answer by return of post ?—No.

291. Viscount Monck.] Do you mean that you can have no answer by return

of post to Waterford from Clonmel?—Just so, except the party send to the

post-office at night; but in talking of no answer, I speak of the delivery in the

town by the letter-carrier.

292. Chairman.'] That is to say, there is no delivery in Clonmel at nine o'clock

at night?—No.

293. But if an individual goes to the post-office to inquire whether there is a

letter for him, he may get it precisely at nine ?—He may.

294. Supposing he gets a letter even in that way, at what time must the

answer to the letter be in the post-office to go back to Waterford ?—The car

passes through Clonmel at a little before five in the morning.

295. So that a person not being aware of a letter being in the post-office for

him, and remaining at home waiting for letters in the ordinary way, could not

possibly by any contrivance answer a letter by return car, because he would

not get it till the next morning?—He could not, because the return car goes

out at five, and the delivery does not begin till eight o'clock.

296. You have stated that from the inconvenience to which people are at

present subject by the postal arrangements, they have been obliged to resort to

the transmission of letters as parcels by railway ?—Yes.

297. At an additional expense of 'Id. per letter?—Yes ; an increase of 200 per

cent.

298. Have you any opinion to offer to the Committee, or can you form any

estimate of whether the correspondence would greatly increase by affording

those increased facilities which are easily to be had r—I have no doubt the cor

respondence would greatly increase. Connected with that there is one very

remarkable fact to which I think the attention of the Committee ought to be

directed, which is, that the deficiency of railway facilities in Ireland has prevented

that increase in the postage of letters, which would otherwise have arisen,

because the Postmaster-general's return for the year 1854, if the Committee will

refer to it, will show that the correspondence in Scotland in 1840, and in

Ireland, was very much the same, that is, about 18 £ millions of letters. In

1853, the return shows they had both increased to the same extent ; but in the

last year the increase in Scotland was 8 .1 per cent., whereas the increase in

Ireland was only 2 per cent. ; the difference of 6 J per cent, on the increase would

have made a difference in the postal revenues of 13,000 /. in the last year.

299. When you speak of increase, you speak of the increased number of letters

irrespective of the expense ?—Yes.

300. Mr. Pagan."] You have stated that you attribute that to the limited use

of railway communication ?—Yes ; because in Scotland for that number of letters

the number of miles travelled over by railway in the year 1854 was above

900,000, whereas in Ireland it was only 630,000, and the number of miles of

railway travelled by mails in 1854 was less than in 1853.

301. Chairman!} That arose, I suppose, from the Post-office taking off some

of the mails which used to go by railway previously ?—Yes ; otherwise it ought

to be the same.

302. There were none of the railways abandoned, I presume?—No, most of

them are extended.

303. Have you anything else to state with regard to postal arrangements? —

We have had a great deal of correspondence on the subject, and a very large

number of memorials sent from Waterford to the Post-office ; the replies have

almost all been stereotyped, objecting on the ground of expense. The Waterford

Postal
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Postal Committee, previously to waiting upon Lord Canning, appointed a deputa- Mr. J.

tion, of which I was one, to wait upon the directors of the Waterford and Limerick
, ,

railway, to inquire whether they could, by possibility, offer to do the service at a ^ 55'

lower rate than that at which they did offer to do it ; and the directors ofthat com

pany said they had entered into a minute calculation, and that the terms which they

offered would be the actual cost of running a special night train ; the figure they

asked for the night train was 2 s. 3 d. a mile ; they said that was the actual cost.

The Committee will see by the returns, that that is half what has been paid to

another railway company. The inhabitants of Waterford were under the im

pression that the postal communications of the south of Ireland were sacrificed

in consequence of the large amount of postal revenue which was absorbed in the

contract with the Great Southern and Western Railway, which I think absorbs

33,000 /. a year. Now, if that railway would carry the mails upon the same

terms as the Waterford and Limerick offered to do it at, there would be a saving

of 16,000 I. a year to the Post-office, which would more than give us all the

facilities we want. They ought to be able to do it. We in Waterford were

under the impression that the company we waited on had done the Post-office

very great service in offering to take such a very low figure, because in any

subsequent arbitration that would become a measure of what ought to be paid

for similar service. We have an impression there that if the railway contracts were

judiciously managed, it would give the Post-office a sufficient margin to afford

this large district the facilities for which they ask, without at all putting the

Post-office in the bankrupt positiou which Lord Canning represented it would

do, for when we had an interview with Lord Canning, the only argument he

resorted to was, that if he went to this outlay, which he stated would be 7,000/.,

but which we were under the impression would not be more than 3,000 /., it

would make the Irish Post-office bankrupt ; that was the word he used. We,

however, think that under a judicious arrangement with the company which

absorbs so very large an amount, we could get the advantages we require.

304. Have you anything else to offer to the Committee upon that subject?—

No ; I can give the Post-office returns.

305. Mr. JMaguire.'] Will you describe how far this denial of transmission by

railway affects the other towns you have mentioned ?—I have done that already,

except the internal communications between Dungarvan and Cappoquin, and

Dungarvan and Lismore, but of which I am not able to speak of my own

knowledge ; I know them, however, to be in a very defective state.

306. Viscount Monck.~\ I think as far as the locality directly south of Water-

ford is concerned, the grievance you complain of is principally confined to the

four towns of Tramore, Dunmore. Passage, and Woodstown ?—Yes.

307. What is the character of those towns ; are they important places ?—

Tramore is a bathing-place, which during the summer is very much resorted to

by inhabitants from the interior. Clonmel, and county Tipperary, and their

correspondence Avith their homes during the time is a matter of a great deal of

importance to them.

308. Are any of them post towns properly so called ?—I think Dunmore and

Tramore are.

309. Are the others sub-offices :—I think Woodstown and Passage are sub-

offices.

310. Are you certain that Dunmore and Tramore are post towns?—I am not

sure that they are.

311. Is there any commercial correspondence between those places and Water-

ford?—The Waterford shipping notes are made up at Passage, and all the vessels

are considered to be in the port of Waterford which arrive at Passage, so that Pas

sage is to Waterford the same thing as Queenstown is to Cork, so that the arrival

of vessels with Indian corn for Clonmel is, in fact, their arrival at Passage.

312. You stated with reference to the inconvenience to the merchants in

Waterford from the late delivery of the Dublin day mail, and the early dispatch

of the night mail, that they had not time to answer their letters; are you aware

whether the merchants in Waterford have any arrangement with the post-office

by means of which they get their letters at an earlier hour than the general

delivery?—If they choose to have boxes at the post-office for their own con

venience, they can get their letters, but that does not alleviate the general

inconvenience ; if a man chooses to pay a guinea a year for a box for getting his

letters earlier, I do not think the post-office can take credit for that.

0.62. D 2 313. Mr.
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Mr. J. Fisher. 313. Mr. Maguire.~] That arrangement exists in every leading post-office in

Ireland, I believe ?—Yes.

6 July 1855. gj^ Viscount Monck.~\ What is the distance from the post-office in Water-

ford to the majority of the merchants' places of business?—They all lie within

probably a circuit of half a mile; perhaps not quite so much.

315. I do not understand you to complain of the period of the dispatch of

mails from Waterford, as far as the times of arrival are concerned, to towns to

the north of the Great Southern and Western Line, or to the south of the

Limerick Junction Station ?—Yes, I complain of that to the south of the

Limerick Junction Station decidedly.

316. In what way?—Because all the letters experience a delay of eight hours

between Waterford and Goold's Cross.

• 317. What time do they arrive at Goold's Cross?—Their arrival at Goold's

Cross takes place, I think, a few minutes before 12.

318. They are conveyed from there by railway?—They are.

319. What time does that train arrive in Cork?—At half-past three in the

morning.

320. Then surely it cannot make much difference, in point of time of delivery,

when they travel at night?—The evil we complain of in Waterford is the early

afternoon mail being dispatched at four o'clock instead of being dispatched at nine.

It is not the time of their delivery at the place of destination that we complain

of in Waterford, but the early dispatch from Waterford. If they went direct

by train to the Junction they need not leave Waterford til) half-past eight or

nine, now they have to be posted at four.

321. That refers to letters south of Waterford towards Tramore ?—It refers

to all letters south of Goold's Cross—the whole of Munster ; it takes in the whole

of the correspondence with Munster, with the county of Waterford.

322. You may write letters in Waterford to the whole district up to four o'clock

in the day ? —You may.

323. Is not that the general hour at which business closes at merchants'

offices ?—If you look at the hours of dispatch from Dublin or Cork, you will see

letters are posted to a much later hour.

324. But is the additional convenience worth the expense ?—Certainly.

325. If merchants can write letters up to four o'clock in the day, do you

think they can complain ?—I think it is utterly preposterous to be sending mails

by a one-horse car when you can send them by railway.

326. It is a question of expense ?—Yes.

327. What is the last train that leaves Waterford for Clonmel r—Half-past

five.

328. And the mail leaves at half-past four ?—Yes. If a letter is posted in

Waterford at four o'clock to go bv the mail, it is not delivered in Clonmel until

the next morning ; if that letter is made into a parcel, and sent by the train

which leaves Waterford at half-past five, it is delivered in Clonmel at seven.

329. Mr. Liddell.~\ According to your own showing, you could not possibly

gain, by the existing arrangement, more than three quarters of an hour, at the

outside, probably not more than half an hour, because you say the mail goes out

at four, and the last train at half-past five ; you must allow time for sorting the

letters ?—Why should the letters go out by that train ?

330. You say it is the last train ?—But the Post-office can put on a train,

and I think the importance of the district, and the increase of correspondence

from advancing education, demands a special train between two such places as

Waterford and Limerick.

331 . Viscount MonckJ\ With respect to the dispatch of letters from Waterford,

which go by the 7.10 car, and reach Maryborough in time for the night mail

train, I do not understand you to make any complaint about that?—No ; except

that it would be a saving to the Post-office to send those letters, if they had a

special train, to the Limerick Junction from Waterford ; they could save the

expense of the car, which is 1,245 I. 17 s. 10 d. a year.

332. With reference to the delivery of letters in Clonmel, would a later dis

patch from Waterford enable you to have your letters delivered earlier in

Clonmel ; the same night ?—No, it would not.

333- Unless there were some new postal arrangement?—Yes; what we ask

from the Post-office is, that they should give us something instead of the dayjmail

which
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which they took off which used to exist between Cloumel and Waterford ; it Mr.j. Fither

eeems very strange that they should take off the day mail between two such '

places as Clonmel and Waterford. 6 July 1855.

334. What are the postal arrangements under the old system between Clonmel

and Waterford ?—There was a mail coach thnt went from Waterford to Limerick

through Clonmel; there was also a mail dispatched by Bianconi's car.

335. Can you state the hours ?—I cannot state the hours ; it occurred before

I was residing in Waterford.

336. Was the coach the day mail ?—The coach was the night mail ; Bianconi's

car was the day mail ; and we think we are entitled to the same advantages now

that we received then ; if we got the special train I am speaking of at night,

the Post-office would save three of the present modes of dispatch, indeed four ;

I think the present modes of dispatch are these ; they have a coach from the

Junction to Limerick which conveys the letters of that district ; they have a car

from Goold's Cross through Clonmel to Waterford ; they have a car from Mary

borough through Kilkenny to Waterford ; and they have a car through Cashel

to Cahir, which is on the line of railway ; so that with the one train they would

perform the duty which is now badly performed by those four conveyances ;

when I speak of badly performed, I think it is right that the Committee should

understand that in the month of February there were six mails due at one time

in Waterford, in consequence of the snow; though at the same time the trains

were running. That caused the greatest inconvenience to the whole of the com

mercial public ; and although we may regard that as an exceptional case, yet we

ought to provide for those exceptional cases ; because that lateness of letters

might have produced bankruptcy and insolvency, owing to the non-arrival of

funds leading to the protest of bills; certainty of the post is of immense impor-

nance to the mercantile community.

337. Mr. Liddcll.~] Do you happen to know whether at the time that incon

venience occurred with the cars, the railway was keeping its time :—It was ;

there was no mail in Waterford from the 8th of February until the 12th of

February, and on the 10th of February I travelled by railway on both the lines.

338. Mr. GroganJ] During the week you refer to the railway communication

was open :—It was.

339. Sir S. NorthcoteJ] With regard to the car that goes from Waterford by

way of Thomastown and Kilkenny, to Maryborough, does that car supply the

communication with Thomastown and Kilkenny, and so forth ?—It does.

340. Is any use made of the railway which goes from Kildare by Kilkenny,

down to Waterford ?—There is by day ; there is a day mail which travels over

it, but no night mail.

341. If that car, which you say might be dispensed with in the evening, were

given up, in order to use the railway, Kilkenny and those other places would be

deprived of their second post from Waterford?—There is a car from Kildare to

Carlow, besides the car I speak of from Maryborough. Kilkenny is a station

on the line, and we thought if that car was continued to Kilkenny it would not

involve the Post-office in so much expense as they would save, and it would

supply the wants of that district.

342. Then you would propose that the evening letters should go by railway

from Waterford to the Limerick Junction ; go up to Kildare, and then come

down by car from Kildare through Carlow to Kilkenny?—Some arrangement

of that kind.

343. Do you consider that making that allowance, there would be still a

saving of 1,600/. a year; you say, taking off the car from Waterford to

Thomastown, and by Kilkenny to Maryborough, would save 1,600/. a year ; is

that the present expense ?—The Post-office return is, that the car from Goold's

Cross to Waterford costs 348/. 2*. 3r/. ; then there is a car from Waterford to

Maryborough, which costs 1,245 /. 17*. 10</. ; then there is a coach from the

Junction to-Limerick, which, I believe, costs about 600/. a year; and also there

is the car from Goold's Cross to Cahir.

344. But when you speak of the saving of 1,600 I., that means taking off those

two which cost 1,600 /. ?—Four that cost considerably more than 2,000 /.

345. Are you setting off against that, the putting on of the additional car

from Kildare and Carlow to Kilkenny ?—I calculate the total saving to the

Post-office would be 2,000 /. a year ; that would be a large sum towards paying

the railway company for the night mail.

0.62. * D 3 346. Mr.



30 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

» **

Mr. /. fisher. 346. Mr. Fagan.~] You mean supposing the four cars were taken off?—Yes.

" 347. Sir S. Northcote.] When you said that Lord Canning calculated the ex-

6 July 1855. pense as 7,000 I. a year, but that you calculated it at 3,000 /., that meant that

you took into consideration all the savings which would be effected, which he did

not ?—Yes ; Lord Canning's argument to us was, and I believe Mr. Hill repeated

the same to the Committee, that if the receipts of the district were equal to the

expense, as a principle, the Post-office would adopt it. By the Post-office return,

the receipts of Limerick in 1854 are nearly 7,000 /., and the receipts of Water-

ford are over 3,000 /., that is for the year, so that the two ends of the line would

make the receipts over 10,000 /. ; then there are all the receipts of all the towns

which lie along the line to be added, which I estimate as being 5,000 /. at a

moderate sum; that would amount to 15,000/. The principle which the Post-

office have laid down for their guidance is, that the expenditure of the district

ought not to exceed the receipts of the district; I believe the total expenditure

for the railway would be only about 7,000 /., and out of that is to be taken the

savings I have stated, so that on the principle the Post-office have laid down

for themselves, they ought to give us the convenience we ask.

348. Mr. Barrow.] In the 7,000 1., do you include the special night train, or

do you mean that the special night train would be in addition to the 7,000 /. ?—

No; the price asked by the Waterford and Limerick Company for a special

night train is 2s. 3 d. a mile, which amounts to about 7,000/.

349. Would that be included in the 7,000/. ?—It would ; I may mention that

in Waterford, the Waterford gentlemen acting upon the postal committee, were

under the impression thut if the Waterford and Limerick Company got the night

mail, they would carry the day mail for a nominal sum, as is done in England,

probably a penny a mile, and that they would allow the Post-office to seud the

mail bags by every train which goes during the day, because it is evident that

the company has acted towards the Post-office with the greatest liberality ; their

conduct appears to me to form a noble contrast to all the other railway com

panies in Ireland, because they have offered to do the work for its actual

cost.

3,50. Sir S. Northcote.'] With regard to the wants of those small towns to the

south-east of Waterford, their grievances appear to be, first of all, that their

letters do not reach Waterford until the Clonmel mail is being dispatched ; and,

secondly, that the letters are sent to them before the Clonmel mail comes in in

the morning?—Yes.

351. Might not those difficulties be met by altering slightly the time at which

letters are sent from those small towns to Waterford, so as to enable them to

come in before the Clonmel mail goes out ; and, on the other hand, by altering

the time at which the letters are sent to them in the morning?—I am afraid

that would be putting them in a worse position than they are now, because it is

a man who brings the letters in from Dunmore ; and to meet the Clonmel mail,

as it is done by a foot messenger, he would have to leave with the afternoon

letters before the arrival of the morning letters.

352. Mr. Liddell.] What is the distance from Dunmore to Waterford?—

About 12 miles.

353. You take that as the most distant, town?—Yes.

3.54. Sir S. Northcote.~\ At what time do letters now leave Dunmore for

Waterford?—I think at about three or half-past three o'clock; I do not know

exactly ; I did not ask that ; but they arrive in Waterford at 6 p.rn.

355. Those are carried by foot messengers, are they not ?—I think from Dun-

more they come by car ; but from Passage and Woodstown they come by foot

messengers.

3.56. From Tramore they come by railway ?—They do.

357- Why should not Tramore send its letters in time?—I suppose if the

Post-office arranged it they would do so, but the Tramore letters arrive in Water-

ford at five, and the mail car leaves at half-past four.

358. It would be easy to dispatch from Tramore half an hour earlier?—Yes;

but there seems to be very little use in our applying to the Post-office ; they

appear to have stereotyped answers ; I think 1 have a dozen answers precisely

in the same words.

359. Has the circumstance of the letters lying in the receiving-house for so

many hours at Waterford ever been brought before the notice of the Post-office?

—I think so.

360. Has
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360. Has any answer been given to it?—It has not been remedied. I know it Mr. /. Fi$her.

has been a subject of newspaper comment, for the public were warned against -

putting their letters in, as they would remain there so long. 6 July 1855.

361. Mr. F. Scully.,] What course does a letter take that is posted in Dun-

more at half-past three in the afternoon before it is delivered in Clonmel?—

It goes from Waterford to Maryborough by the car, which leaves Waterford

at ten minutes after seven ; it goes from Maryborough by train up to Dublin ; it

remains in Dublin until the dispatch of the day mail ; it comes along the line

to Goold's Cross, and it goes from Goold's Cross to Clonmel, arriving in Clonmel

at three o'clock.

362. Mr. GroganJ] What length of time does it require to make that journey ?

—Twenty-one hours 15 minutes by the Post-office return in going from Water-

ford to Clonmel.

363. Do you mean to say that a letter posted in Dunmore at half-past three, or

dispatched from Dunmore at half-past three, takes 21 hours some minutes to be

delivered in Clonmel, a distance of 30 miles ?—It takes 24 hours.

364. It goes from Dunmore to Waterford, from Waterford to Dublin, and from

Dublin back again to Clonmel ?—It does ; and the correspondence between

Tramore, which is about six miles from Waterford, and Kilmeaden, which is

about five miles from Waterford, on the other side, occupies the same length

of time.

365. Then to transmit a letter from one post town to another, the distance

being 11 miles between the two, you have to travel a distance of how many-

miles?—I do not know whether they send those letters up to Dublin ; I rather

think that they do.

366. How many hours are occupied?— Twenty-four hours.

367. Before a letter can be delivered at a distance of 11 or 12 miles r—Yes.

368. You have alluded to the town of Tramore; that is a bathing-place in

the South of Ireland, is it not ?—It is.

369. Is it not rapidly increasing ?—It is very much so.

370. How long has there been a railway opened to that place ?—Not quite

two years.

371. The railway, I presume, has greatly contributed to the increase of the

town ?—It has.

372. How long has the railway been the carrier of the letters ?—Not much

more than a year.

373. Previonsly to the opening of the railway how were the letters trans

mitted ?—By car.

374. Do you know how many communications there were in a day?— One

each way.

375. Is it the same at present?—Yes.

370". If a party who comes to this watering-place for health desires to write

to Clonmel or Dublin, what time must intervene before he can get an answer to

that letter ?—If the letter is posted in Tramore at four o'clock on Friday, it will

be delivered in Clonmel at three o'clock on Saturday. It comes in from Tra

more to Waterford, then goes from Waterford up to Dublin, and comes down

from Dublin to Clonmel, reaching Clonmel at three o'clock the next afternoon.

377. That is taking 23 hours to send a letter Low many miles?—About 34

miles. Within a few months the dispatch of the mail from Waterford to Tra

more has been delayed, so as to enable the reply to go through without any

delay. A letter posted in Clonmel at night, in reply, would be delivered at

Tramore about nine o'clock the next morning.

378. Then, from four o'clock on Friday afternoon till nine o'clock on Sunday

morning will be consumed before an answer can be received to a letter sent from

Tramore to Clonmel ?—Yes ; and the same length of time for a letter from

Tramore to VVaterford, which is only six miles.

379. Do you mean to say, that though there is a railway running from Tra

more to Waterford, obtaining an answer to a letter posted at Tramore will con

sume that time ?—Yes, unless the gentleman keeps a box at the post-office ; but,

in the ordinary delivery of the post, a letter posted in Tramore at four o'clock

on Friday evening will not bring a reply from Waterford until nine o'clock on

Sunday morning.
J O

380. You said that must occur unless the gentleman keep a box at the post-

0.62. D 4 office ;
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r. J. Fisher, office ; for that purpose he must pay the post-office a guinea a year?—He must ;

in addition to paying the postage stamps he has to pay the post-office that

C July 1855. amount for the box, and to send a messenger for his letters besides. That used

to be the perquisite of the postmaster for conveniencing the public, but I under

stand, by a recent arrangement, that money no\v goes to the Post-office

revenue.

3<Si. Do you know what the salary of the postmaster in Waterford is?—I do

not,

382. If a letter from Dublin, sent by the night mail, is dispatched on Friday

evening at half-past seven, at what time will it reach Tramore ?—It will reach

Tramore about nine o'clock the next morning.

383. Would the party at Tramore be able to reply to that letter by return of

post?—He would, the letter leaving Tramore at four o'clock that evening. As

regards our Dublin communication we do not complain so much ; what we com

plain of is our internal communication between Waterford and the various places

iu the south of Ireland.

384. Take, for example, the case of a letter from Limerick ?—A letter for

Dunmore, which is another bathing-place on the Suir, leaving Limerick at

11 o'clock on Friday evening, will not be delivered in Dumnore until about

10 o'clock on Sunday ; then the reply to that letter will not reach Limerick until

Tuesday; it comes into Waterford at eight o'clock on Saturday morning; the

Dunmore mail has been dispatched previous to its arrival in Waterford, °and it

remains in Waterford until the next day ; then the reply, which is posted in

Dunmore, comes into Waterford at six o'clock, and remains in Waterford until

the next day.

385. Between the dispatch of the letter and the delivery of the answer in

Limerick, how many hours intervene ?—Eighty hours, I think, it takes for a letter

and reply between Dunmore and Limerick.

386. You have already informed the Committee that from Tramore to Water-

ford there is a railway opened and constant communication by trains 1—Eight

times a day each way.

387. From Dimmore to Waterford, is that a distance of 12 miles ?—Yes.

388. A question was put to you by an Honourable Member on the other side

with reference to the hour at which the last railway train left Waterford for

Clonmel, and you stated it was at half-past 5 ?—Yes.

389. You also stated that the offers of the directors of that company to the

Post-office had been of a liberal character, as you understood 1—Yes.

390. Has the subject of making the railway the means of the carriage of

letters been much discussed in the town of Wattrford ?—It has.

391. Are the principal directors of the railway resident in Waterford ?—There

are three or four of them resident in Waterford.

392. On what do you base your opinion, that if this question of postal com

munication were taken up by the Post-office with a view to the employment of

the railway, the railway company would meet them in a liberal spirit?—Because

they have offered to run a special night train at a lower mileage rate than any

other railway in Ireland.

393. What is that rate?—Two shillings and three-pence a mile.

394. Have you any reason to doubt that in that spirit the directors of that

company would put on a train which would fully meet the commercial wants of

Waterford ; that if an arrangement were made with them for it they would accept

the offer?—The company has never paid a dividend to its shareholders, and it

cannot afford to run any train at an expense out of pocket; but in offering to

run a train at the actual cost out of pocket for the Post-office, I think the share

holders have offered the public as much as the public have a right to expect.

395. Would it, as far as you know, be a practical inconvenience or loss to the

company to alter the hour of departure from half-past 5 to halt-past 6, for

instance?—I should think it would.

396. Then you think that the hour at which the last train from Waterford is

now dispatched could not be conveniently altered till half-past 6 ?—I think not

without loss of revenue to the company; and if it were altered, unless we got a

return train in sufficient time, the later train one way would be of very little

use to us. The way in which we are circumstanced is this : the up and the down

trains, that is the train from Cork up to Dublin, and the train from Dublin down

to Cork, overlap at the Junction at 12 o'clock at night ; they meet there. If there

was
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was a train from Waterford to Limerick which would reach it at that hour, all Mr. J.

our letters would go by that train to Limerick, and the return train would bring,
back the replies. If you look at the map you will see that if the mails arrived so 6 July l855-

early at Waterford, it would be a great advantage not only to Waterford but to

New Ross and Wexford to attach them to Waterford.

397. Is there much postal communication and correspondence between

Waterford and New Ross ?—There is a great deal.

398. I suppose the mail from Waterford to Wexford passes along the line you

have just described, through the town of Ross?—It is taken off at Thomastown ;

the car that, brings our Dublin letters to Waterford passes through Thomastown,

and the mails are taken off at Thomastown to reach Ross and Wexford.

399. Then the mail goes from Waterford direct to Thomustown ?—The letters

from Waterford to Ross travel an angle ; they go up by car from Waterford to

Thomastown, and come down to Ross.

400. At what time is that car dispatched from Waterford ?—At 7 o'clock in

the evening.

401. At what lime does it arrive in the morning:—It reaches Waterford at

5 o'clock in the morning.

40-2. Mr. Wilson.] At what time are the letters delivered in Waterford ?—

The delivery of the Dublin letters commences at 7, and terminates at 9 ; and the

delivery of the second mail commences about 9, and terminates about 11 ; that

is the Cork, Clonmel, and Limerick mails.

403. Mr. Grogan.] Dunmore is both a shipping port, I think, and a bathing-

place ?—Vessels do not lie much at Dunmore, but at Passage.

404. At what time is the mail which leaves Dublin at night, and which, with

the mail from Wexford, reaches Waterford at five o'clock in the morning, dis

patched on to Dunmore and Passage ?—At eight o'clock in the morning.

405. One of the objects of the gentlemen interested in these postal arrange

ments of Waterlbrd appears to be that their mails from Waterford towards

Limerick, and so on, should meet the mail trains at 12 o'clock at night at the

junction where the Cork line crosses the Waterford line?—Yes; we think we

ought to get that, and that we should get a day mail in addition.

406. In the case of the night mail going to Dublin, if the Post-office arranged

with the railway company for the carriage of the mails, at what hour would it be

necessary to dispatch the train from Waterford, in order to reach the junction at

12 ?—From halt-past 8 to 9.

407. Mr. Barrow.} How many deliveries are there in Waterford in a day ?—

Three.

408. Would your arrangements, then, have the effect of consolidating the two

morning deliveries ?—Decidedly ; they would both arrive at 3 o'clock in the

morning, and would be delivered between 7 and 9.

409. Mr. WilsonJ] When you speak of 2 s. 3 d. a mile, is that for the single

mail, or is it for the return mail also ?—The single mile.

410. The single mail each way?—Yes ; the Post-office is now paying the

Great Southern and Western 4 s. 6 d. a mile each way.

411. At what hours do the trains start now for the passenger conveyance ?—

The latest is half-past 5 ; there have been some changes this month, I believe.

I will refer to the time-table. (The Witness referred to the same.) I find the

hours are 6 o'clock in the morning, from Waterford, 10 in the forenoon, 3 in

the afternoon, and 5.40 in the afternoon. The 5.40 train only goes as far as

Clonmel.

412. What is the hour of the latest train through the Limerick Junction ?—

That is 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

413. Mr. Liddell.~] You have stated your chief complaints are of the internal

communications ; that the communications with Dublin you are tolerably well

content with ; is not by far the most important, and the largest portion of your

correspondence carried on with Dublin ?—It is.

414. Have you any means of ascertaining what the relative proportion of the

internal correspondence is, compared with that of the Dublin ?—I have no means

of ascertaining that ; there is no return published which gives that. But, in

reply to a motion made by Mr. Scully, the Post-office are making a return, in

which our correspondence with Dublin will necessarily appear greatly swelled,

because all the letters from Waterford, and all the district letters too, which

arrive in Waterford after the legitimate mail by which they should go has been

0.62. E dispatched,
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Mr. J. Fisher. dispatched, are put into the Dublin correspondence, and all those letters are sent

L up to Dublin from Waterford, though they are only for Clonmel and Limerick,

6 July 1855. and they have to come down the next day; but they will not appear in the

return as Clonmel correspondence, but will appear as Dublin correspondence.

415. Mr. Grogan.'] Are the Committee to understand that if a matter of

important business should occur in Waterford, requiring correspondence with

Clonmel, a letter sent as a parcel by railway, or by a messenger sent specially,

could communicate the intelligence much earlier than could be done by the

ordinary mail ?—Yes. I do not know whether the honourable Member was

present when I stated that, in order to meet the commercial wants of the district,

the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company have established a three-penny

parcel post, by which they are carrying parcels under a quarter of a pound

weight for the sum of 3 d., delivering them at the residences of the parties to

whom they are addressed.

416. Mr. Wilson.] To what places are you referring?—From Waterford to

Clonmel, for instance, we can send a letter as a parcel at 3 d. ; it applies to all

towus on the line ; they will carry a letter for 3 d. as a parcel, or a parcel under

a quarter of a pound, and deliver it at the address of the party for 3 d. That

can be done by any of their trains ; and the commercial public are using that

mode of communication extensively. They can send up by one train to Clonmel

and get back a reply by the return train.

417. Of course if they had a night mail it would still be a convenient means

of communication to send parcels or letters by the day train to short distances

like Clonmel, and receive answers the same day by train, which you could do

earlier than by post under any arrangement:—Yes; I have reason to believe

that if the Waterford and Limerick Company got the night mail, they would

allow the Post-office to send the bags by every traiu of theirs at a nominal price,

such as is paid in England.

418. Mr. Barrow.] That would involve several deliveries in the course of the

day, would it not :—The commercial public would probably send to the post-

office after each arrival. Even if it was but one delivery in a day, it would be

a great improvement upon the present system.

419. Mr. Wilson.'] You say that if the Post-office would adopt the terms of

the railway for a night train, the railway company would allow the Post-office

to send letters by the day trains ?—I am not authorised to say so, but it is my

belief that they would. I am not a director, or in any way connected with them,

but from conversations I have had, and inquiries I have made, it is my belief that

they would do so, and my impression is that they would do it for a penny a mile.

420. Provided the Post-office would use the railway at night ?—Yes.

421. Is there any reason why the company should not afford that accommo

dation during the day now, at such a rate as would remunerate them ?—The

question is what will remunerate them. If they are receiving a sum of money

from the Post-office as a consideration, they will give the Post-office certain

advantages. I do not think the Post-office can expect to get those advantages

without something like a co-operation upon their part.

• 422. Did you not say that the railway company have offered to carry the

night mail at the prime cost of the mail ?—Yes.

423. If they charge nothing for the night mail but the prime cost, the exact

cost to themselves, how should that form an inducement to them to carry the

letters by day at a lower rate than they are now willing to do ?—I do not think

you will find any English company that will do differently from what they pro

pose. As to how they can make it pay, I am not prepared to give evidence ;

but I think you will not find any English company that will allow its line to be

used for a nominal rate, iinless there be some corresponding advantage.

424. But I understood you to say that the company were exceedingly anxious

to afford the community all the convenience they could with regard to the trans

mission of the letters •—Yes.

425. If that be so, why does not the company now afford that convenience to

the Post-office by day which they would be willing to do if the Post-office

were to enter into an arrangement which would produce no profit by night ?—

If I understand the matter properly, from the correspondence which has taken

place, the Waterford and Limerick Company proposed to send a luggage train

at night attached to the engine which carried the mail, which would be some

advantage to them. But have the Post-office done their part towards the public,

and
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and asked the company to do that? I do believe the company would do that; Mr./,

but the company are not to be expected to come forward and make the offer.

It is the duty of the Post-office to watch over the interests of the public ; but 6 July 1855-

have they ever asked the company to do it?

426. Mr. Grogan.~\ The present sum paid for the conveyance of the day

mail is a matter of arrangement between the company and the Post-office ?

—Yes.

427. Not by arbitration :—By mutual agreement.

428. Has the proposal you are now referring to ever been brought under the

consideration of the Post-office by the company ?—I do not think it has ever

been brought under the consideration of the company by the Post-office. I

think it is the Post-office which should take the initiative.

429. Several railways converge in Waterford?—There are three railways : the

Tramore, the Kilkenny, and the Limerick.

430. Is it in contemplation by the merchants of Waterford to establish a

southern steamboat communication with Milford ?—I understand that boats will

be put on in two months.

431. With a view of meeting the communication with London by railway?

—Yes.

432. In the case of a traveller leaving London with important intelligence,

and arriving at Waterford, and proceeding by rail to Limerick, by how many

hours would he anticipate the ordinary delivery of letters by the Post-officer—

Until one sees the arrangements that are made one cannot tell. He would

reach Limerick several hours sooner, no doubt ; but the number of hours as

compared with the mail I am not prepared to say, because all the night mails

are delayed in Dublin. The mails which arrive in Dublin at eleven o'clock in

the forenoon are not dispatched from. Dublin till half-past seven in the evening.

433. Have any complaints been made from those places south of Waterford,

as to the hours at which they receive their letters in the morning, or the time at

which they are obliged to be dispatched iu the evening ?—I believe there have

been ; I know from the town of Bonmahon, and from the district of Kilmac-

thomas, there have been remonstrances. Bonmahon is the seat of some mining

companies.

434. It is an extensive mining district, is it not ?—It is an extensive mining

district, and the correspondence with it is in the most insecure way. I know in

my communications with Bonmahon, there is hardly a week in which I have not

complaints with reference to delay and disappointment in the receipt of letters.

435. Mr. MaguireJ] If you wish to post a letter for the city of Cork, at what

time must you post it ?—Before four o'clock.

436. Is there not a very extensive commercial correspondence between Cork

and Waterford ?—There is.

437. Do the merchants of Waterford experience: great inconvenience from the

early hour at which they are obliged to answer letters from Cork?—They do;

and that grievance is increased by the fact that the Liverpool letters arrive in

Waterford a very short time before the Cork mail is dispatched ; there is a great

hurry to receive the letters from Liverpool, in order to write to Cork the same

day, from the early hour of dispatch.

438. A merchant writing from Cork, to his correspondent at Waterford,

I believe has up to eight or nine o'clock to post his letter ?—Yes.

439. Would it not be a great advantage to the commercial community to

extend it from four to six ?—Yes ; at present, there is the greatest inconvenience.

A vessel, for instance, with Indian corn, arriving at Passage for orders, the

chances are ten to one that the information of her arrival does not reach

\Vaterford until after the Cork mail has gone out, so that the correspondence

either with Cork or Limerick is greatly inconvenienced in consequence ; or, vice

versa, suppose a vessel arrives at Queenstovvn, and she is advised from Cork,

from the late hour at which the letter reaches Waterford the merchant cannot

write to Liverpool with regard to her in the ordinary course, unless he gives up

all other business to attend to this particular thing in time for the post.
440. At what time, from Cork, does the letter reach Wraterford ; is it not deli

vered at eight or nine o'clock in the morning ?—The delivery commences at

nine and terminates at 11 ; and the day mail, that would carry the infor

mation to Liverpool, closes at a quarter before 11.

441. Are you aware that at Cork a vast deal of commercial busines is trans

0.62. E 2 acted
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Mr. J.Iither. acted between the hours of three, and five or six in the afternoon ?—I believe the

bulk of their business, because their Liverpool letters reach Cork about three

6 July 1855. o'clock ; and all their business consequent upon advices as to the markets in

Liverpool is generally pending until they have received their letters, or get tele

graphic information.

442. I believe you are aware of the fact that English, the Dublin letters, and

I believe the Waterford letters, are not delivered into the hands of merchants at

Cork until about four, or half-past four in the day, from the Dublin mail which

arrives at three ?—Yes, but any letter from Waterford by that mail must have

been posted between four and six o'clock the previous evening, and gone up to

Dublin.

443. Then there is a vast amount of correspondence transacted between the

arrival of that mail in the city of Cork and a late hour at night ?—There is.

444. So that there is every convenience offered to the Cork merchant, while

there is none offered to the Waterford merchant?—That is precisely so. If our

mail were extended to half-past eight it would be giving the merchants in Water-

ford the same advantage that the Cork merchants now have.

445. Do you know of any instance in Ireland where the Post-office has not

been entirely guided by the consideration of the receipts being equal to the

expenditure, but where they have given facilities to the local public on the

ground solely of public convenience ?—My idea is, that the total receipts of the

line from Cork to the Limerick Junction are not equal to the expense which the

Post-office is going to in sending the mails ; that is a matter of opinion ; but

they are paying 4s. 6d. a mile for the night mail, and Is. a mile for the day

mail. The receipts of the Cork post-office in itself are not so much as the

aggregate of Limerick and Waterford together. Take the case of Belfast and

Ballymena, a small town in the north of Ireland ; the railway is not a trunk line

at afl. The Post-office have given that town the dispatch of the mail by train,

paying 3s. 7Jrf. a mile for it, and that train is a day train which leaves Belfast

at 4.15, and arrives at Ballymena at 6.30 ; they are giving that convenience to

a town like that at 3 s. T$d. a mile, while they refuse to give Limerick and Water-

ford the advantage that has been offered.

446. So that the Post-office is not always governed by the arbitrary rule of

receipts and expenditure which they have endeavoured to set up against you in

the present instance?—I think they should have given up the whole of the Irish

Post-office if they are governed by that; because in the year 1853 the receipts

were less than the expenditure ; judging by that, therefore, they should have

given up the whole postal communication of Ireland.

447. Mr. F. Scully.'] I asked you a question with respect to the conveyance

of letters from Dunmore and Tramore to other places south of the Limerick

Junction ; I presume the same rule would apply to the sub-post from Cashel ?

—Exactly the same.

448. Mr. Maguire.~\ Is there any posting in Waterford for the south of

Ireland, for the city of Cork, for example, after four o'clock in the evening ?—

Letters addressed to Cork, posted between four and half-past six, are sent up to

Dublin, and come down by the Dublin day mail the next day for delivery in

Cork.

449. Therefore they are not delivered in Cork until four or half-past four the

next day ?—No.

450. Whereas, they would be delivered in the morning at eight or nine

o'clock if the merchants had the same facilities in Waterford for posting as the

merchants in Cork have ?—Yes.

451. They would arrive in Cork the next morning and be delivered at eight

or nine o'clock ?—They would.

452. And the merchant would have the whole day to answer them ?—He

would ; and the reply would be in Waterford the next day.

453. Mr. Wilson.] You mentioned the communication between Belfast and

Ballymena, did you not r—Yes.

454. You said that the rate paid by the Post-office to the railway was 3s. 7d. ?

—3s. 7£d. I said that from a document printed by order of the House of

Commons, on the llth of August 1854, which states that they are paying

3s. 7|rf. for the 4.35 and the 7.35 trains. Now, on referring to Bradshaw,

I find that the 4.35 train leaves Belfast at 4.35 in the afternoon. It is not a

night
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night train, and it reaches Ballymena at 6.15 the same evening. The return Mr. /. Fisher.

train leaves Ballymena at 7.35 in the morning, and arrives at Belfast at 9.20.

455. Does that return state 3 s. 7 §d. as the sum paid?—This return states 6 July 1855.

3*. 7$d. for the 4.35 and the 7.35 trains. Then there is Londonderry and

Strabane, which has another train.

456. Have you not get the wrong return ?—" Belfast and Ballymena, 1 853."

3s. 7$d. for the 4.35 and the 7.35 trains.

457. Just look again, and see if that is per mile?—" Rate per mile" is at the

head of the column.

458. For each service ?—For each service.

4.59. That is for the whole day; it is not for each mile run?— I can only

speak from the document before me. The column is headed " Rate per mile."

460. Mr. H. Herbert^] You stated that a letter put into the receiving-house

at 11 o'clock in the day does not arrive at the post-office until after the Clonmel

mail has gone. 1 hold in my hand a paper which has been circulated, and

which you doubtless know pretty •well by heart ; but I do not find that grievance

stated here ; may I ask if a representation of that which appears to be an

undoubted grievance, has been made to the Post-office ; and if so, has any

answer been received on the subject ; I now allude strictly to the point of the

delay which takes place between the receiving-house and the post-office ?—

I know that a communication has taken place with the postmaster ; but whether

a communication has been made to the Postmaster-general I do not know.

I had a conversation with the postmaster on the subject, as secretary to the

Postal Committee, to know why it was not remedied.

46 1 . With the postmaster at Waterford ?—Yes.

462. Yon cannot state whether there has been any representation made to

head quarters upon that subject ?—I cannot.

463. Mr. Fagan.~\ Is this correspondence which you spoke of as carried by

train?, independent of the post-office, at a charge of 3d. a parcel, a large corre

spondence?—I think it is only within three months that the railway company

have tried it; I do not know to what extent it has reached, but it is* availed of

a good deal, and I have no doubt will almost entirely supersede the mails if it

should go on.

464. Is it an increasing correspondence ?—It is.

465. Would that mode of conveyance be done away with if the arrangement

which you propose now were adopted ?—Yes, the revenue would come into the

Post-office instead of being diverted as it is now ; there is no way of judging of

the amount of the correspondence of those districts, because we have no facili

ties afforded for developing it. , /

466. Viscount Monctc.] What mode have you of judging of the correspond

ence to which you have just alluded, by railway?—From communication with

parties connected with the railway; I made the inquiry, and they said it

was, an increasing correspondence, but they considered, they had not yet fully

tested it.

467. Did they give you any idea of what the amount of daily correspondence

or weekly correspondence was?—I did not ask.

468. Mr. H. Herbert,"} Can you state to the Committee whether in any dis

trict with which you are acquainted, cars for the conveyance of the mail, going

at a low rate of speed, have been substituted for conveyances which went much

faster?—The one horse car which is at present used is substituted for a mail

coach.

469. Has that been done in many instances?- -Almost invariably. We had

the night mails conveyed by coach from Waterford to Limerick : now those

mails are conveyed by one-horse car, by a circuitous route up to Goold's Cross.

4/0. Do those cars go at an inferior rate in comparison with the coaches you

formerly had ?—I think they travel five miles an hour.

471. Mr. Grogan.] Is there any guard in charge of the mails in those cars?

—No.

472. Merely the driver ?—That is all.

473. He has to take charge of the mails as well as drive the car •—Yes ; and

he has to carry the mails upon his back when a horse dies under the car by reason

of the snow.

474. Did you know Waterford previous to the establishment of the railways,

when the ordinary four-horse mail ran ?—I did.

0.62. " E 3 4/5. Was
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Mr. J. Fisher. 475- Was the accommodation to the merchants then better than it is now?—

Vastly superior ; there is one thing which I think parties take very much into

6 July 1855. consideration ; they had an opportunity then of travelling by night in a well

appointed coach, whereas now the idea of a merchant, who wants to go up to

Dublin, travelling by night in a one-horse car, that goes jogging along at five

miles an hour, is preposterous.

476. Mr. H, Herbert.] Is it the province of the Post-office to find a good and

speedy mode of communication for the mails without reference to passengers ?—

I think they are bound to adopt the best within their power.

477. Mr. De VereJ] The Committee have heard a good deal from you about

the deficiencies of postal communication between Clonmel and Waterford and

the Limerick Junction ; are you aware whether there is any inconvenience

resulting from the want of communication by rail between Limerick and the

Junction ?—I think to the county of Limerick and the county of Clare there

is a very great inconvenience experienced, because the mails are necessarily

delayed.

478. Explain how, if you please ?—By being forwarded by coach from the

Junction, instead of going by railway, they arrive in Limerick considerably later

than they otherwise would do, and for all the sub-posts which depend upon

Limerick, and which would take in County Clare and County Limerick, the

mails are delayed.

479. The posts for the northern parts of the county of Kerry are transmitted

from Limerick, and not from Mallow ?—I thought they «rere transmitted from

Mallow ; I have not any information upon that subject ; I do not know much of

that railway.

Mr. Joseph Malcomson, called in ; and Examined.

Mr. J. Malcomson. 48o. Chairman.} YOU are, I believe, proprietor of the factory at Portlaw ?

—Yes.

48 1 . You reside at Portlaw ?—I reside at Portlaw.

482. You are also, I believe, one of the principals of the Steamship Building

Company in Waterford ?—I am, as a principal shareholder in the Waterford

Steam Company. That concern belongs to the Waterford Steam Company,

and I am connected with that concern.

483. Are you also extensively concerned in steam-vessels from Waterford, and

from many other places ?—I am.

484. What is your experience of the present arrangements of the Post-office

as affecting trade and business generally at Waterford :—I consider the postal

arrangements of our districts exceedingly deficient in many respects. In the

first place, the conveyance of the mail is exceedingly defective. We have the

worst description of one-horse car to convey our mails from Portlaw, I should

say, to be had in the county ; the worst horse that will go, the most inferior

driver or care-taker of the car, and I believe the speed is not certainly more

than five Irish miles an hour. It is only what I have learned from Bianconi's

man. I do not know what his contract is, but I know he very seldom goes

more.

485. Is not that even better than some modes of conveyance which are em

ployed ?—We have foot conveyance for our day mail to Portlaw.

486. From where?—It is taken up now at Mullinavat.

487. That is a station, I believe, on the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway ?

—Yes.

488. What is the distance from Mullinavat to Portlaw?—It is about 10

miles.

489. What time does this foot messenger occupy in making that journey r—•

Fully three hours.

490. That is when weather permits, I suppose ?—Yes.

491. At what hour do you receive the letters at Portlaw?—A little after four.

I believe the mail is due at Mullinavat about one ; but it is a little after four

when it is received.

492. Does that messenger also bring the bags to Piltown and Carrick-on-Suir ?

—He also brings the bags to Piltown and Carrick-on-Suir ; the mail is divided

at the bridge of Faddown ; it is there separated.

493. You
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493. You have heard Mr. Fisher's statement with regard to the postal arrange- Mr. J. Makomson.

ments between Waterford and Clonmel ; you have a good deal of connexion with -

Clonmel, I believe ?—I have a good deal ; I have an establishment there. 6 July 1855.

494. Will you state whether those arrangements are convenient or incon

venient ?—I consider the postal arrangements between Clonrael and Waterford,

which is the most important place in connexion with the trade of Clonmel, have

been very much deteriorated since the introduction of the penny postage.

495. You mean not exactly, perhaps, on account of the penny postage, but

since the establishment of the railway?—Since railways have been established.

496. You had two mails, I believe, in 1844, between Waterford and Clonmel,

or previous to the railway ?—We had. I will not say exactly previous to the

railway, but I believe it was so ; I cannot speak to the date ; but we had in the

olden times a 4-horse coach, which left Clonmel in the morning and returned

again in the evening ; then we had an evening mail from Clonmel, which brought

the reply in the evening by Bianconi's car.

497. So that you could have, in Waterford or Clonmel, a reply the same day

to a letter written from either place ?—Yes, from either place.

498. How is it now?—I do not know how it is ; I do not write by post one

letter for five I used to do ; I send them by private conveyances backwards and

forwards.

499. You have occasion to write as many letters now as you had before ?—

Yes. "

500. Mr.Liddell^ Speaking generally, from your experience, is it your opi

nion that if more facilities were afforded the number of letters would be very

much increased ?—I have no doubt greatly increased.

501. Chairman.'] Have you found that the present mode of transmitting corre

spondence has been a very serious loss or damage to commercial men ?—No

doubt the most serious loss arises from the circumstance that from the description

of conveyance we are constantly obliged to divide our remittances to Dublin, and

are constantly disappointed in their transmission.

502. Viscount Monck.'] Do you mean that you have lost money so trans

mitted ?—No, we have not lost money, but we have lost time ; we have no secu

rity from the Post-office ; and if we have a large amount of money to be sent in

charge of the most inferior person that can be selected, it is for our own security

that we divide the remittances.

503. Chairman.] To lessen the risk ?—To lessen the risk.

504. Are you acquainted with the postal communication between Carrick and

Clonmel ?—There is very little postal communication now because of the time it

occupies ; people would hardly think of writing by the post from Carrick to

Clonmel, I should say.

505. What is the distance between those two towns ?—Ten miles.

506. In what time may an answer be expected to a letter written from Clon

mel to Carrick ?—The mail leaves Carrick at a late hour in the evening, so late

that it is not delivered by the post-office authorities in Clonmel that night ; the

return mail is very early in the morning ; I have not the particular time.

507. Then, in fact, the postal communication between those towns which are

only 10 miles apart, the railway running between them, is so inconvenient and

tedious that your practice is to abandon that kind of communication altogether ?

—For anything of importance no one would think of writing by post.

508. You would send a special messenger ?—Send a special messenger, or

send it by railway.

509. Have you any idea of the extent to which the communication by

railway parcel has been availed of ?—I have not ; it has only lately been esta

blished.

5 1 o. Mr. Maguire.~\ Do you ever use that mode of communication f—Yes ; we

are situate three miles from the railway, and we send over our parcels there ; we

send them backwards and forwards as they are, and we get remittances of half

notes and so on by railway.

511. Mr. Fagan.~\ I understood you to say for every five letters you write,

you do not send more than one by post?—That is just a guess.

512. But in case of those arrangements which have been proposed by the last

witness being carried out, you would be a regular correspondent by post ?—

Decidedly.

513. Chairman.'] Do you consider it would be a very great advantage to

0.62. E 4 Waterford
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Mr. J. Makomson. Waterford and Clonmel, and Carrick, and all the other towns connected with the

railway, if the mails were transmitted by railway, instead of by the present mode

6 July 1855. of conveyance ?—I think it would; I think it would greatly improve the com

mercial relations of those towns; they are in a very much worse condition than

they were.

514. Do you think, besides improving1 the commercial relations of those towns,

or the commercial transactions, it would not diminish the revenue of the Post-

office ?—Decidedly increase it.

51,5. By the increase ofletters?—I should think so.

516. Sir S. Northcote.] When you say increase, do you mean increase the net

revenue or the gross revenue ?—I cannot say whether it would compensate for

the increased expense, but 1 certainly feel that it would be much greater con

trasted with what we are doing at present.

517. Mr. H. Herbert.'] Are we to understand you that there has been a

general system of this substitution of cheap and nasiy conveyances for efficient

ones, which formerly existed in the district?—I am under the impression that

there has, but I cannot speak of more than my own district. It is my own im

pression that it is so.

518. Viscount Monck.] Is it not an almost necessary consequence of estab

lishing railway postal communication at considerable expense on leading lines,

that in order to make the Post-office self-supporting, the expense of smaller

subordinate transmissions should be economised as much as possible; if, for

instance, instead of a four-horse coach you pay for a railway which costs consi

derably more, on the main lines, you must in some way or other economise on.

the smaller deliveries, in order to keep the expenditure of the Post-office within

those limits :—Of course the duty of the trunk line is more important and is

more expensive ; but I take a very different view of the expense of the Great

Southern and Western. I consider the charge of the Great Southern and

Western is moderate, inasmuch as it has hung up six four-horse coaches for the

Post-office.

5 1 9. Mr. Grogan.] Do you consider the Post-office a source of revenue or a

source of public convenience and security for the transmission of letters r—I

consider the Post-office should be devoted to public convenience before it is

to be adopted as a source of revenue. It is a neutral tax, and I think it should

be neutral revenue until it can afford it.

520. Mr. Barroiv.] You do not mean that the general taxpayer should pay

for the carriage of other people's letters?—My impression is, that if the Post-

office were abandoned by the Government, it would be done more satisfactorily

by the public.

521. Chairman.] You speak of Ireland now, of course?—I take the country

as a whole.

522. Mr. Grogan.~\ Your impression is, that notwithstanding the substitution

of railways, which afford such increased facilities for the transmission of mails,

the actual postal accommodation has deteriorated from what it was previous to

the introduction of railways into the country ?—It has been so immediately in

our district. I consider it is very much Irom the cheeseparing of the Post-

office.

523. It has deteriorated in point of time r—It has deteriorated in point of

time.

524. And of accommodation ?—And of accommodation.

525. And in security ?—In point of security, it has decidedly deteriorated.

In point of time, I suppose they can compensate for the loss of time by the speed

of the trunk line.

526. Has it occurred within your knowledge, as concerned in business, that

any letters conveying money have been lost at any time 1—No, we have been

so fortunate as to escape that. Money letters we generally send as registered

letters.

527. For that there is no extra charge upon the public?—Yes.

528. Do you feel that that extra charge is imposed upon you by reason of the

present insecurity in the transmission ofletters?—No, we did it for the purpose

of being able to trace them if lost. We think it attaches an increased responsi

bility upon the officers.

529. la
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529. In the event of a money letter being lost nt the Post-office, what is the Mr. J. Malcomso*.

remedy you have with the Post-office ?—I am not advised that we have any.

530. Practically the Poet-office take the entire charge of the letter, but they 6 July 1855.

do not give you, as a commercial man, without an extra payment, that security

which you, as a commercial man, think you are entitled to receive?—I rathe'r

think we have no security by registration either beyond tracing the letters from

hand to hand.

531. The question of expense has been mentioned to you ; have you any doubt

that if tlie rate of postage had not been reduced so enormously as down to a

penny, there would have been a most ample fund to meet all the exigencies of

the public at large, for postal purposes ?—Take the country as a whole, I should

say a twopenny postage would have given us everything.

532. It would have afforded most ample means for supplying you with all

the accommodation you desire ?—Yes.

533. Consequently, the fault of endeavouring to starve the service in Ireland,

in order to reduce the expenditure within the limits which they themselves

have taken as the lowest scale, rests with the Post-office?—I think it rests with

them.

534. Viscount Monck.'] With regard to the question of security in the trans

mission of remittances, supposing they were sent by railway, would you feel the

same sort of security that they would be delivered as if sent by car?—Yes.

535. Have yon ever heard of a case in which money or letters were lost in

consequence of being sent by car?— I cannot speak exactly to any case, but

I think it is very natural to suppose so ; I think it is common sense to sup

pose so.

536. But from experience, if you find the letters delivered as safely by car as

by railway, I do not see why you should complain ?— You can draw that

inference.

537. Mr. De Vere.] Have you heard of any case in your neighbourhood in

which a car was upset, and the mail bags were left inside the fence of the road?

—I have.

538. Viscount Monck.] Within what time; within the last year?—Perhaps

not so long, and perhaps more than a year ; but we had an instance at the time

of the snow at Portlaw, which might have been seriously inconvenient, of the

stoppage of the post entirely, by the incompetency of the conveyance, and we

had at the time 14,000 /. bankers' cheques and securities, which though we might

not have lost ultimately, might have placed us in a position of very great incon

venience, being lodged in the post-office at Portland for the night ; we had to

send it on next day.

539. Last winter was an unusually severe winter ?—But the roads were all

open, and the moment we found that, we sent oft' a private conveyance with it.

540. Mr. F. Scully.] Were the trains running at the time ?—The trains were

never stopped on the Waterford and Limerick Railway.

541. You have a foot messenger now ; but before the recent changes in the

carriage of mails, had you any foot messenger ? —We had no second mail to

Waterford till lately, and therefore we did not require him. We had no Dublin

second mail.

542. But you had two mails between Waterford and Clonmel before ?—Yes.

543. Mr. Grogan.~[ Do you know what payment is made to these foot mes

sengers?—Five shillings a week and 4*. 7 d.

544. Then the post bag containing your letters and banker's drafts to the

amount of 14,000 /. is carried on a man's back for about 10 d. a day ?—Yes.

545. If you had not taken the precaution of sending by your own special

messenger, would not a stoppage have occurred ?—Yes.

546. The Post-office arrangements would have necessitated that stoppage,

unless you had taken your own precaution to the contrary?—Yes.

547. What is the distance which the foot messenger goes?— From 10 to 11

miles.

548. Mr. F. Scully. 1 What is the average price of labour in that district now?

—We are paying about 7*. a week.

549. Sir .V. Northcote.^ What class of man is this who takes the work at 5*. a

week, while the ordinary wages of the district are 7 s. ?—He is little better than

an old woman, I believe.

550. Mr. Liddell.] What is the distance that this man performs per day ?—

0.62. F "Tho
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Mr, /. Malcomton. The first is dispatched from Carrick-on-Suir. Speaking of wages, it is a boy

i that we dispatch ; the boy carries the mail from Portiaw to meet tliis mail ; they

6 July 1855. each meet a third footman, who proceeds with it to Mullinavat. We applied to

the Post-oflice, and have made more than one application to the Post-office to

give us something to pay for sending a car with these letters.

551. What is the distance that this foot messenger, who receives as his salary

5s. a week, travels per day? — He goes to Fiddown.

552. What is the distance there?—It is four miles from Portlaw.

553. That is what he does for 5s. a week ? —That he does for 5 s. a week,

and returns with the letters.

554. Mr. Grogan.~\ From Fiddown to Mullinavat is how far ?—Six to seven

miles.

555. Do you know what a messenger gets for that ?—I do not know ; I sup

pose something like Is. a day.

556. Is he a strong healthy man, or the same as the man you have described?

—No ; they are generally men that can do nothing else.

557. It is your impression that the foot messengers who carry the post in the

way you have described, are men who are practically past labour for the general

labour of the country ?—Yes.

558. And that they accept this wretched remuneration merely because they

are not better employed •—Yes ; they may consider it more healthy to be out in

the air ; the boy that brings our mail was a boy who was in bad health, and we

got him the appointment; we recommended him to the post-office and they ap

pointed him.

559. Chairman.] Has he improved in health?—Yes.

560. Mr. Grogan.~\ Does that form an element in the consideration of his

salary ?—We have nothing to do with that.

561. Sir S. NorthcoteJ] Is there much competition for these postal places ;

are people anxious to get them?—Lord Besborough has the appointment.

562. Are you frequently asked by people to try to get them?—No; Lord

Besborough has the patronage.

563. Chairman.] Then this particular postal service is not offered for com

petition to the public?—Not put up to public contract, that ever I heard of.

564. Portlaw, I believe, besides your establishment, is itself a town of great

note, is it not?—It certainly is; there is a great deal of correspondence.

565. Is it the post town of the Marquis of Waterford?—Lord Waterford gets

his letters now from Carrie k.

566. Of course, conveyed in the same way by those footmen ?—No ; our

Carrick post is conveyed by car, the footman has the conveyance of the day mail

which is taken up at Mullinavat.

567. Of course, not only the correspondence to Piltown and to Carrick-on-

Suir, but your correspondence, and the correspondence to others at Portlaw as

well as the correspondence of the Marquis of Waterford, comes that way ?—Yes ;

and 1 may mention to the Committee that the adoption of the foot conveyance

completely damages any conveyance we have by the day mail, and makes it of

very little use to us ; for taking double the time by a foot messenger we cannot

reply by the following mail.

568. Whereas, if the railway were used, you could do so ?—Precisely.

569. There is a railway the entire distance ?—There is.

570. In both directions ; in fact, you could have a railway communication by

two different routes to Dublin?—Yes; one post arrives just in time to be too

late with us for reply, in consequence of these foot-men.

571. Mr. Grogan.] While the railway passes within three milas of the town

where your large establishment is carried on at Portlaw, the Post-office prefer to

send letters by the foot mail 10 or 12 miles to Mullinavat?—Yes ; but I should

just remark that this is not our important post, this is our day mail from London

and Dublin.

572. How do you get your night mail?—We get our night mailby an inferior car.

573- Mr. F. Scully. Do you get your London letters before three or four

o'clock in the afternoon, by the day mail ?—We receive them at about half-past

four in the afternoon, and our mail goes out at five.

574. Then you have no time to answer those letters the same day ?—No.

575. Mr. Grogan.] In considering this question, has any change in the trans

mission of letters occurred to you whereby your locality would be improved in

that
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that respect?—I consider that a night mail would suit all our purposes, as sug- Mr j ffa/covt<H

gested by the last witness. '._"__! "_L "''

576. Chairman.] As to the importance of the day mail, that conveys not only 5 July 1855.

your Dublin correspondence but also your Liverpool?—All our Liverpool cor

respondence and transactions up to three o'clock in the day in London.

577. Mr. Lidddl.~\ Have you a very considerable business in raw materials

with Liverpool ?—We have a considerable business.

578. Chairman.] Have you large steamers between Waterford and Liverpool ?

—Yes.

579. Mr. Liddell.] So that the advices are most important to you?—Most

important to us ; the more important, or as important as London, for our prin

cipal steaming trade is out of London.

580. Mr. Maguire.] I understand you employ 1,640 hands in your establish

ment ?—In the Portlaw factory.

581. In fact it is the most extensive establishment of the kind out of Ulster?

—It is the largest cotton factory in Ireland.

582. Chairman.] And you import from Liverpool, by your steamers, the raw

material for that ?—We do.

583. Sir S. Nortkcote.] In the event of steamers being started from Waterford

to Milfbrd, which I believe is in contemplation, will Waterford become a more

important medium of communication with the south of Ireland than it is at pre

sent, as a postal and mercantile centre ?—As a mercantile centre Waterford must

have advantage, but as a centre for postal communication I think is doubtful.

584. Chairman.] You remember when there was a a direct daily communica

tion, by steamer, between Milford and Waterford ?—Yes.

585. That is not many years ago ?—No, not so many.

586. That was abandoned, I believe; can you state whether it was abandoned

in order to cheapen postal expenditure?—Yes.

587. Do you remember the saving that afforded to the Post-office ?—I have no

recollection.

588. From your knowledge of mercantile transactions in general, can you

state whether there is considerable postal communication between South Wales

and Waterford, and other parts in the south of Ireland ?— Yes.

589. That was conveyed, not many years ago, by the Milford packet ?—Yes.

590. How does that go on now ?—It comes now by Dublin.

591. It goes up from South Wales by Holyhead to Dublin ?—Yes.

592. Viscount Monck] What was the passage from Milford to Dunmore, do

you recollect ?—I think about 12 hours; it can be done in 10 hours now; I

think it is right for me to state that the Committee must be very well aware that

the Waterford and Limerick Railway was brought forward as much for improv

ing our postal communication as anything else.

593. Mr. F. Scully.] Was there not a sum of money advanced by Government

on loan to the Watertord and Limerick Railway?—I believe there was.

594. Was it mentioned at the time as one of the advantages of the railway,

the facility it would afford to the country in the way of postal communication ?—

I believe the principal element of traffic they gave, was the profit they were to

get from the Post-office.

595. Was that one of the principal inducements for the Government to

advance the loan ?—I believe it was.

596. And no advantage has been taken of that railway by the Post-office ?—

There has been a railway running through Clonmel and Carrick for three years,

and we have never had a letter carried by it.

597. Mr. Liddell.] There was no stipulation, I suppose, entered into, or

attempted to be entered into, by the Government with the company, when they

advanced that sum of money, that convenience should be afforded for the con

veyance of the mails?—I am not aware of that.

598. Mr. De VereJ\ I believe you export your goods very largely to different

parts of the world ?—To all parts of the world almost.

599. North and South America?—North and South America, China, and the

East and West Indies.

600. That must entail a very considerable correspondence ?—Very extensive.

601. It is a matter of very great importance to you, is it not, that that should

arrive with dispatch ?—It is not unfrequently the case that we are inconvenienced

by missing a packet through the delay of our own internal mails.

0.62. F 2 602. Mr.
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Mr J. Malcomson. ^02. Mr. F, ScullyJ] How long does it take to answer letters from Liverpool

. to Portlaw ; supposing a letter is posted on the previous day at Liverpool, when

C July 1855. do you receive it at Portlaw ?—At four o'clock.

603. Then you have not time to answer that letter the same evening?—

Barely time. There is about half an hour.

604. If the mails were conveyed by railway you might receive those letters

earlier in the day by some hours?—We should.

605. Chairman.'] You conceive that you afford considerable benefit to that

part of the country by the employment of so many persons in that factory ?

—I do.

606. Do you consider that you work that factory at a great disadvantage, by

reason of the want of those postal facilities which could be afforded \—Certainly,

I do.

607. Are you in competition with extensive factories in England that have

those facilities ?—I am.

John Aloysius Blake, Esq., called in; and Examined.

J, A. BMe, Esq. 608. Chairman.'] YOU are Mayor of Waterford ?—Yes.609. You are also in business in Waterford ?—I am.

610. Besides your own experience in postal arrangements, you have had

something to do with applications to the Postmaster-general upon the subject?

—1 have.

61 1. And have had an opportunity of learning what is the general feeling of

the commercial community with regard to the present system of postal arrange

ments ?—Yes.

612. Will you be so good as to state to the Committee, without going into

details already before them, what is your experience and knowledge upon the

subject, ?—I think the postal disadvantages which we labour under at Waterford

are of a twofold nature ; in the first place, there are the disadvantages we

labour under in our communication with the towns of Limerick and Cork, and

the intermediate towns travelled over by the line, and the disadvantages

experienced by the people dependent upon the sub-post offices, Duninore,

Tramore, Woodstown, Ferry Bank, on the other side of Waterford, and Passage,

and Mullinavat ; there are a good many mills about there ; they suffer also. I

will detail to the Committee, in the first place, the disadvantages which, as

citizens, at Waterford, we labour under, before proceeding to mention the dis

advantages those towns suffer from. It occurs that the merchants of Waterford,

many of them, are very extensively engaged in the corn trade ; we have a good

many corn merchants, and a good many commission corn merchants, who receive

consignments of grain from Odessa and different ports in the Black Sea, and

from the Mediterranean and other parts; from some of the Baltic ports, which

are still open. It is very often the habit that those vessels call at Cork for

orders, waiting the directions of the merchants of Waterford or the commission

agent as to disposal of the cargoes. Those vessels coming from distant ports, it

is very often desirable that the captain should receive his directions as soon as

possible ; and possibly, owing to one cause or another, the corn may be heated,

or there may be a rapidly rising or a rapidly falling market ; so that it may be

very desirable for the merchant to give his captain directions as to its disposal;

for instance, if the condition of the cargo is so bad that it is desirable it should

be put in store at once, or if the vessel is in a disabled condition, it may be proper

that it should be transferred to smaller vessels, and either sent to the corre

spondent at Limerick, or a portion sent to Waterford. It also happens that the

corn-commission agents may not be the owners of the cargoes. Then a good

deal of their correspondence lies along the route pursued by the early Dublin

mail that leaves Waterford at half-past 11 o'clock. The directions of the corn

merchant or the agent to his correspondent at Cork or at London, is guided in a

great measure by his chances of sale up the country, and by his other means of

disposing of it. If he finds that there is a probability of selling the whole of the

cargo at Waterford or in the neighbourhood, then he may desire it to be sent up

to him. It may occur also that a good deal of that corn might be sold in the

neighbourhood of Limerick, and consequently he may desire the vessel either to

come to Waterford or go to Limerick, as the case may be. As I mentioned to you

before, it is a matter of vital importance very often to the profit which he may

derive,
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.derive, and also to the safety of the cargo itself, that he should send his orders as J. A. Blake,

rapidly as possible to Cork. Now, as to the Cork mail at Waterford, I live

 

opposite the post-office of Waterford ; I have no box at the post-office, but we c July

get our letters about as soon as any one else in Waterford, or sooner, because the

postman comes immediately across, so that you may consider I get them about

the first. We receive our Cork letters at about half-past 9 o'clock in the

morning, and a great many merchants will not receive their letters before half-

past 10 o'clock. The box of the Dublin morning mail closes at 11 o'clock, so

that, generally speaking, the merchant is quite shut out from communicating with

his correspondents on the line that is traversed by the early Dublin mail; he

then has to wait until 7 o'clock in the evening to send those letters to Kilkenny,

Carlow, Thomastown, and other places where he may have correspondents ; those

go up to Dublin, and are not received at those places until the down mail of the

next day, at about 12 o'clock at noon.

613. You mean to say that the letters pass by those places, go to Dublin, and

come down back again ?—They pass them at some distance, of course ; but they

have, to a certain extent, to pass them by.

614. I did not mean to say they actually went through those places, but thev

have to go beyond them to Dublin?—Precisely; they are not received there,

I believe, until 12 o'olock the next day. If they were received earlier, those

parties would be in a condition to say whether they accepted offers or not.

Many of those offers, of course, are subject to reply ; and if they received them

an hour or two earlier, they would be in a position to reply by the down mail ;

but, from the late hour at which they receive them, they are not in a position to

do so; and I have made a calculation myself, which I can put before the Com

mittee, that if those letters were received by the Dublin mail, as we receive them

earlier, the merchant could receive his replies, whether his offers could be

accepted or not, nearly 36 hours earlier than he does under existing circum

stances.

615. Those transactions, you are aware, are very frequent?—Very frequent.

Very many merchants of Waterford have told me that they have suffered very

materially in consequence of that.

616. Very considerably so before the war broke out?—Very considerably

before that, when there was a large import of corn coming from the ports of the

Baltic. I may also mention that it is of very great importance in a town like

Waterford, from which we supply merchandize and different articles of com

merce to the smaller towns, for the merchants, if possible, to receive all their

letters at the same time. There are two routes to travel by ; two mails ; there

is the Dublin route, and the route from the south of Limerick. We have mer

cantile transactions with both routes. If a merchant has a certain quantity of

corn, or so many chests of tea, or so many hogsheads of sugar, ns the case may

be, if he got all his letters at the same time, he might receive from different routes

a certain amount of orders, and he migh^accommodate his correspondents with a

certain amount of the orders so received, according to his ability ; he could divide

the amount of commodities he possessed amongst his friends, so as to accommo

date all. If he had only 40 chests of tea in his possession, and received an order

from two parties on the Dublin route for 20 each, and received on the other

route two orders for 20 each, he might send each half the quantity, and might

supply himself in the meantime, so as to make a profit for himself, and accom

modate them also ; whereas, when he receives his Dublin letters at 8 o'clock in

the morning, he is obliged to send forward his invoices at 11 o'clock to his

correspondents on that line of route.

617. Mr. GroganJ] By the Dublin route, do you mean the route by Mary

borough ?—No ; what I mean is this : there are two lines of railway which come

into Waterford, one is from Limerick, and the other from Dublin, traversing two

lines of country.

618. Which do you call the Dublin route ? —You perceive that the letters do

not travel by the railway ; you might imagine that when I speak of the Dublin

route, I speak of the one by railway. Our Dublin letters come in one way, but

the merchandize in a different way.

619. You used the words " Dublin route;" I only wanted to know which

mode of going to Dublin you meant by that particular designation ? — The

Maryborough route. What I mean to say is this ; if the merchant received all

O.b'2. F 3 his
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/. A. BMe, Esq. his letters at the same time, he would be able to apportion his orders

- accordingly.

6 July 1855. 520 chairman.'] You mean the Dublin letters and the Clonmel and Limerick

letters at the same time?—Precisely ; he replies to one set of correspondence

about the time that he receives his letters from the other.

621. Sir S. Northcote.~\ You mean, I presume, that it would be convenient

for him to receive the second set. of letters at the same time that he receives the

first ?—Yes ; he is actually dispatching one set of letters when he is just receiving

the other.

622. Chairman.] He is obliged to answer the first set of letters before he gets

the second, whereas the second set of letters might materially alter the character

of his answers if received in time?—Precisely; I may also mention that, since

the completion of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, several of the Limerick

merchants avail themselves of the completion of the railway to get their goods

from Waterford, as it is a shorter way very often of getting them into Limerick ;

they avail themselves of the Waterford and Limerick Railway to get them down.

Now a great amount of these goods is received by the steamer from Liverpool ;

it very often occurs that the steamer from Liverpool arrives at Waterford after the

Clonrnel mail is dispatched, and consequently the advices are not sent until the

Dublin mail, at seven in the evening, that mail not being received in Limerick

until the middle of the next day, and the merchant there is not able to send his

reply before the evening ; that is received at Waterford at 8 o'clock the next

morning, and between his agent at Waterford or the agent of the steamboat

company announcing to him the arrival and receiving a reply, there is a delay

of at least 24 hours more than ihere ought to be ; the goods in the meantime

may be of a nature that may be deteriorated or in a perishable condition, and

I have known instances where a good deal of loss has occurred in consequence.

623. Mr. Grogan.] The quays of Waterford have not sheds over them for the

storeage of goods, I believe?—They have not.

624. Mr. DC Fere.] What time would be gained in transmitting the advice

of the arrival of a vessel at Passage in Waterford to a particular merchant, if you

could employ the railway for the purpose of postal transmission instead of the

present mode?—If the railway was used both for bringing the letters down and

re-transmitting, I have calculated that it would effect a saving to him of close

upon 24 hours. The advice being sent to him as it is now, after the other mail

is dispatched, occasions that delay. For instance, if a vessel comes in at half-

past 4, you cannot send the advice until 7 in the evening by the Dublin post,

which goes by a very circuitous route ; instead of being received early in the

morning it is not received till late in the afternoon.

625. Chairman."] The inconvenience which you speak of arises from this,

that there is a too early dispatch of the direct mail, and the mail dispatched late

goes by a circuitous route :—Precisely.

626. And that it would be a great convenience if those two modes of convey

ance were combined in one at a later period ?—Yes.

627. Going by a direst route and arriving in much quicker time ?—Yes.

626. Mr. FaganJ] In consequence of this inconvenience, do the merchants of

Limerick use the railway between Waterford and Limerick to send their letters

as parcels ? —I do, in my own instance ; and a great many gentlemen have told

me that they are obliged to send their letters by parcel.

629. Is not the mode of transmission increasing ?—Very considerably in

creasing.

630. The merchants, as I understand, are satisfied to pay 3 d. a parcel for

their letters by this mode of conveyance, in consequence of the inconvenience

experienced by the existing postal communication, for which they only pay 1 d. ?

—That is the case.

631. Viscount Monck.] Have you any idea of what the amount of that kind

of correspondence is?—I cannot immediately state ; but we have a good many

commission agents who have transactions up the country, and they have told me

that they have a great many letters transmitted that way. By the present

arrangements of the post, with regard to the most important places we have to

communicate with, we have only five hours for the execution of orders and to

send replies ; whereas by the least important route we have 12 hours. We receive

our Dublin letters at about 7 in the morning ; we are not required to put the

replies in till 7 in the afternoon ; by the other route the general delivery is not

completed before 11 o'clock in the forenoon, and we must have our letters in by

4 o'clock
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4 o'clock to Clonmel, Limerick, Cork, Tipperary, Cashel, and all those other J. A. Blake, Esq.

places, so that we have only five hours to make up our replies instead of 12, as •

we might have if dispatched the other way. 6 July l*55-

632. Is the commercial intercourse with that line of country greater than with

Dublin \—I think it is, a good deal more.

633. Chairman.'] Besides the corn trade, is riot there a considerable traffic

carried on by jobbers in stock?—A very great amount; the merchants of

Waterford purchase a good deal of butter and pigs, and corn and other matters,

and they experience a great amount of inconvenience in transmitting orders to

their agents for that purpose ; if they send a person to purchase butter and pigs

to a district far up the country, the transactions of those under-agents are regu

lated by directions from home, and the merchants suffer a great deal of incon

venience in those matters, from the slow way of transmitting the orders.

634. The markets they resort to are in the county Limerick, Tipperary, Clare,

and so on ?—Yes; and some merchants have told me that they have suffered a

great deal of loss in consequence of not being able, when they have received

intelligence of the rising or falling of the markets in England, to transmit their

orders up the country ; they may either have restricted their purchases, or have

purchased too much.

63.15. Mr. Pagan.] You heard the evidence of Mr. Fisher upon the subject of

our inquiry ?—I did.

636. Do you think the proposal made by Mr. Fisher would obviate or remove

those inconveniences which you have now spoken of?—Yes; by sending the

mails at a later hour in the evening, I do.

637. Chairman.] Do you know that business transactions are carried on at

late hours in the evening in Waterford ?—Yes, most undoubtedly ; we carry

them on till 10 o'clock at night, sometimes ; I know some places which are

not closed sometimes before nine o'clock, and seldom before seven.

638. Mr. Liddell.] Is that owing to the postal arrangements ?—Yes, in some

measure ; and also it is the habit of the country.

639. Mr. De Vere.] Limerick merchants, I understand from you, very often

have their cargoes delivered in Waterford, for the purpose of having them trans

mitted from Waterford to Limerick afterwards?—I believe they avail themselves

of every Liverpool steamer to bring over their goods, and thev would do so a

good deal more if they could get speedy information of their arrival ; there is

one merchant in particular at Limerick who complained to me very much of the

inconvenience he experienced in that respect.

640. Those goods are very often of a perishable nature r— Very frequently.

641. It is therefore very important that the merchants should receive advice

as soon as possible ?—Very important, both to regulate their sale, as well as

regards the saving of the goods.

642. The mode of transmitting that advice is that it must go by a one-horse

car a very circuitous route from Waterford, to a point on the Dublin Railway,

called Goold's Cross?— Yes; we receive our letters from Limerick at 8 in the

morning, and they receive their advice of the arrival of goods in Waterford about

the time of the dispatch of the mail for Waterford, so that they are precluded

from writing by that post directions to their agents about the goods.

643. We have got now as far as Goold's Cross ?—Yes.

644. The mail has then to go down the railway as far as the Limerick Junc

tion ?—It has.

645. And from the junction it is transmitted on to Limerick by a one-horse

car?—No; I am rather under the impression that it is sent from the junction

by a two-horse coach.

646. Then all that circuitous route could be obviated by making use of the

railway which runs direct from Waterford to Limerick -—In a very great mea

sure it could ; and, besides that, the mail would travel during the night to the

south, and the merchants would receive their correspondence early in the

morning.

647. Mr. Barrow.] So far as the communications by day are concerned, the

merchant does not sutler very much, because he has an opportunity three times

a day of sending parcels by the train ?—But he receives his communications

after one of those trains has gone ; he does not receive communications from

Limerick until half-past 10, and then the first train has long gone.

0.62. F 4 648. The
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J. A. Blake, Esq. 648. The great accommodation, you say, would consist in the establishment

of a night train ?—Yes ; that would obviate to a very great extent all that we

C July 1855. compluin of.

649. CliairmanJ] Will you describe to the Committee by the map the route

which a letter takes from Limerick to Waterford. First from Limerick to the

Limerick Junction ?—Yes.

650. That is by 2-horse car ?—Yes.

651. That black line running alongside the road is the railway?—Yes.

652. It goes up to Goold's Cross by railway ?—Yes.

653. And comes down from Goold's Cross to Clonmel, arid on to Waterford,

by a 1 -horse car ?—Yes.

654. How many hours does that letter take coming from Limerick to Water-

ford by that route ?— I think at present it occupies close on 1 6 hours.

655. What time does the railway take to run trains from Waterford to

Limerick ?—I think it goes from Waterford to Limerick in a little over four

hours.

656. Then the letter takes nearly four times as long as the railway ?—Very

nearly.

657. There are three modes employed by the present arrangement?—Yes.

658. And there would be only one mode by the railway?— Yes. I wish also

to mention, that from about the month of May, including that month of May and

September, the towns of Tramore, Dunmore, Woodstown, and some smaller towns

about Waterford, are frequented by a vast number of people from Clonmel,

Cashel, Tipperary, and even in some instances by people of Limerick. I know

one of tiie most extensive merchants of Limerick who spent the whole of last

season at Tramore ; so that Tramore, at least for five months in the year, is

frequented by a very large number of the mercantile community, and also by shop

keepers and traders \\ho live up that line, in the towns of Carrick, Clonmel,

Cashel, Tipperary, Thurles, and Limerick itself. I have had an opportunity of

speaking several times with those people since I have been in office, who were

most anxious to have the postal inconvenience remedied, in consequence of the

great inconvenience they experienced in communicating with their places of abode

and business when at those watering-places. Now the town of Dunmore is very

rapidly increasing, and there is a very great number of people from those parts

of the country who are at Dunmore ; and if a letter from Limerick, or any of those

places, arrives at Waterford, for a merchant, at eight o'clock in the morning, it has

to remain there 24 hours, until the following morning; he then writes his reply, to

go on to any of those towns, and it arrives in Waterford at five o'clock in the

afternoon, after the dispatch for the place for which he intends it, so that it has

then to be dispatched a very circuitous way by Dublin, and does not arrive until

the next day ; so that between leaving the place from which it is sent, to the time

the reply is received, there is a delay of very nearly 40 hours over what it ought

to be. Suppose they write by return of post, and use all possible dispatch, there

is a delay of two days over what ought to be ; of course that is very often attended

with very unpleasant consequences, and those places would be much more fre

quented, I believe, and people would be able to take a great deal more recreation

in the summer, belonging to those towns, but they have told me they are afraid

to leave home in case anything should occur which might be detrimental to

their personal interests. A question was asked, whether there was much com

mercial intercourse between those towns and Clonmel and Tipperary ; certainly

between those towns there is not, but those places are used as places of health

and recreation by a very large number of the trading and mercantile community

belonging to those towns. I suppose, at Tramore, there are above 20 families of

merchants belonging to those towns, besides a great number of the small trading

community, whose transactions of course, though not so large as the merchants,

are just as important to them, requiring advice and information.

659. Is there anything else you wish to state to the Committee?—I may men

tion to the Committee that the Earl of Huntingdon stated, that it would be very

inconvenient to him to come to give evidence, and he handed to me a letter which

he wished me to place before the Committee. I have also had communication

with Lord Stuart de Decies; he complains of the very great inconvenience that

occurs to the county of Waterford from the transmission of the mail ; Lord Hunt

ingdon is the deputy-lieutenant of the county ; you will find in this letter the diffi

culties he experiences in receiving; communications. Lord Stuart de Decies has

told
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told me that he has suffered a good deal of inconvenience in communicating with

his lieutenants and the magistrates throughout the county, and also understand

that in his capacity as colonel of the Waterford artillery, in communicating with

his regiment, he suffers a good deal of inconvenience ; I have heard from several

of the lieutenants of the county of Waterford and magistrates that the public

service has suffered a good deal in consequence of the slow and. circuitous way

in which the mails are sent. On one occasion, the Government were anxious

that a large sum should be received for the Patriotic Fund, and communications

had to be sent by mounted police instead of by post, in order to save time.

660. Will you read the letter of the Earl of Huntingdon. Was it addressed

to yourself?—It was : " Gaultier Cottage, 3d July 1855. Dear Sir,—As you

are going to London to be examined as a witness before the Committee (which

I am glad to see Mr. Meagher has succeeded in obtaining), to inquire into the

postal arrangement for the South of Ireland, would you kindly state for me the

great inconvenience we suffer, both as magistrates and as private individuals,

from the present arrangements of our post. Should we require, as magistrates, to

communicate with Lord Stuart de Decies, our Lord Lieutenant, residing not

more than 50 miles from here, a letter will in due course, if sent on Monday, not

be received by him until Wednesday ; in fact, where dispatch has been requisite,

he has been obliged to send his letters by the police ; and in the same way our

private letters from Cork, from Dungarvan, &.c. &c., take longer than letters to

and from London. What we want, and what we ought to have, is a night and

day mail by railway, and then cars to leave Waterford for the smaller towns,

&c. &c. ; but it appears to me, the Post-office authorities, instead of trying to

give accommodation to the public, in this part of the country at least, are, I may

say, only anxious to make the Post-office a paying establishment. This may be all

very well, but in my opinion, it may be carried too far ; and instead of trying to

make one runner do, where two are required, and reducing the salary of the

county postmaster, and the number of clerks, I think reduction of salaries

ought to commence rather higher. I am, dear Sir, yours truly, Huntingdon."

I may also mention what the high sheriff of the county of Waterford said ; he

speaks of suffering in communicating with the sub-sheriff at Lismore.

661. With reference to this letter from Lord Huntingdon, have you, in your

position as mayor of Waterford, had official communication with the lieute'nant

of the county, and the sheriff and deputy lieutenants ?—Occasionally, in my

official capacity, I have to communicate with them.

662. So that you are aware of the inconvenience they suffer in common with

the community at large ?—Yes ; and also occasionally I have experienced a good

deal of inconvenience myself.

66.3. Mr. GroganJ] You said you had some communication from the high

sheriff upon the same subject?—The high sheriff of the county, Captain Wise,

residing1 at Waterford ; his sub-sheriff must reside in the centre of the county ;

he resides at Lismore, and he says in his official communications with the sub-

sheriff, he has suffered a vast deal of inconvenience in consequence of the slow

transmission of the post, and the circuitous way in which it is sent: I may say

in conclusion, that ihe mercantile community of Waterford, to my knowledge

and belief, suffer very greatly from the present state of things; it is most

detrimental to their interests, and to the community of Waterford at large.

Mr. John O'Connor, called in ; and Examined.

664. Chairman^ YOU are Secretary to the Waterford and Limerick Railway Mr. /. O'Connor.

Company?—I am.

665. Will you inform the Committee, as shortly as possible, in what state the

negotiations between the Post-office and the Waterford and Limerick Railway

Company terminated, and when ?—I believe that, it is all in the printed report,

of which I can give you a copy.

666. You were asked for your terms, I believe •—We were asked for our

terms, and, after some correspondence, we stated what those terms would be.

667. You offered to convey the mails at 9d. per mile in the day, and 2 s. 3 d.

per mile at night ':—Yes.

668. That was for the single mile ?—Yes.

669. Did you get any answer from the Post-office fo that offer ?—Not for

jsome time ; but after some months we wrote again to tisk for a reply, and they

0.62. G then
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Mr. J. O'Connor, then said that the Postmaster-general was not prepared to accept the offer, as he

conceived it was much too high.

6 Jul> 1855. 670. Did they make any offer to the company?—No.

671. They did not propose any lower terms to the company?—No.

672. Or show any disposition to re-open the negotiation ?—None whatever.

673. Are you authorised or at liberty to state whether those were the lowest

terms at which the company could convey the mail?—It has not been under the

consideration of the directors for more than 12 months now as a matter of busi

ness. At the time this letter was written, I was directed to make out the lowest

price at which the night train could run—the cost price—and I arrived at the

conclusion that they could not do it for less than 2*. 3af. a mile.

674. Mr. Wickham.~] What is the length of the line?—Sixty miles then,

now 77.

675. Mr. Harrow.] Was that upon the assumption that there would be any

passengers by the night mail train?—It was considered that it would cost 2*. 6d.,

and the company offered to do it for '2s. Zd.

676. To run a special train ?—Yes.

677. But assuming that the company employed the special train in conveying

luggage, the actual cost to the company would be considerably reduced ?—It

would not be considerably reduced ; no doubt they would have an advantage by

being able to carry some goods by it and some passengers ; but that would be of

very small importance; indeed, for passengers, I do not consider it would be of

any importance.

678. Mr. Lidddl.] Would the putting on of that train have dispensed with any

other train on the line?—No; and much inconvenience would 'have arisen, and

great expense, from having to put on the night train, because the line is now

shut at night, and we have, therefore, no night staff required, which \\e must

have had for the night train.

679. Mr. F. Scully.'] With respect to the day trains, can you give the Com

mittee any opinion as to any reduction the company might make in their terms

or their offer with respect to the day mails, supposing their terms as to night trains

were agreed to ?—I am not at liberty to make any statement of what they would

do ; it has not been the subject of consideration with the Board of Directors lately.

680. Chairman."] If the Post-office had, in rejecting the offer which you made

to them, held out any hopes of accommodation, were you prepared to meet them ?

—My own impression is that the company would have taken 3d. per mile off the

day mails.

681. Mr. Grogan.~\ In the proposition which your directors submitted to the

Post-office authorities, did they specify any particular hour at which the night

mail train was to be run, or did they leave that to the Post-office ?—We made

the offer upon the understanding that it was to be open to us to convey goods.

682. But I refer to the hour at which it was to run?—I named the hour in

my communication with the Post-office, which I can read. The object of that

was, not with respect to the hours of arrival or departure, but with respect to

the hours upon the road ; that we should have a certain time, and that we were

not to run above a certain number of miles an hour upon the road, to enable us

to convey goods. We proposed to start from Waterford at a time that would

suit for our arrival at the Junction, in order to meet the up and down trains.

We took that as a fixed point, 12 o'clock at night.

683. Your proposal was to arrive at the Junction with a view to meet the up

and down Dublin trains ?—Yes.

684. That is, 12 o'clock at night?—Yes.

685. Did you specify your proposal of the hour of departure from Waterford ?

—I specified at about half-past eight.

686. If that proposal had been entertained by the Post-office, the commercial

community of Waterford wouM have had the advantage of the interval between

four o'clock, the present time of departure, and half-past eight for their cor

respondence?—Yes, for the Clonrael correspondence, and for the South of

Ireland.

687. Did you, in your proposal to the Post-office, specify that it was to be a

first class or a second class, or any particular class train ?—No, merely that we

should be at liberty to carry goods.

688. Did you make your offer to perform the service under cost price, because

you
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you expected you should obtain some profit from the carriage of passengers' Mr. /. O'Connor.

parcels and goods ?—Yes.

689. That is to say, the facility of being able to carry them by the mail train 6 ^ul7 l855-

was the inducement to make the offer upon such low terms?—I have no doubt

we could not run the night train, putting on the additional staff necessary for the

night duty, at less money.

690. It has been stated, that the hour from Waterford to Limerick of the last

train is half-past five ?—No ; that only runs to Clonmel ; the last hour for a

through train is three o'clock in the afternoon.

691. Mr. Liddell.] Was there any objection made upon the part of the Go

vernment to entrusting the mails to a train which was to carry goods ?—None

whatever.

692. Chairman.} You do carry the day mail from the Junction to Limerick ?

—Yes, we do carry the day mail from the Junction to Limerick.

693. That is the only use that is made of the railway by the Post-office ?—Yes.

694. What are the terms on which that is done ?—One shilling a mile.

695. Mr. Grogan.] What train is that ?—The train that leaves Limerick at a

quarter to 11.

696. In returning from Limerick to Waterford what is your last train?—It

leaves at a quarter-past 4, and arrives in Waterford at 10 minutes past 8.

697. So that you may consider the communication by your line, as a day line, •

closed at 16 minutes past 8?—Yes.

698. Therefore to have put on a train leaving Waterford at half-past 8, as

you proposed, would Lave involved the expense of a staff for that purpose ?—Yes.

699. Mr. Barrow.~\ Returning from the Limerick Junction to Waterford,

what are the hours?—Leaving the Junction at 1 a.m., and arriving at Waterford

at 4.30, there would be a delay of an hour in consequence of the necessity of

sorting the letters.

700. Mr. Grogan.'] In your proposal did you intend to find accommodation

for the guard to accompany the mail?—By the night mails we did.

701. Consequently there could have been no risk whatever if the night mails

were transmitted in their own official charge ?—I think not.

702. At present there is no guard whatever in charge of the mail otherwise

than the car driver ?—So I understand.

703. Does a guard accompany the mail by the day train r—A post-office

messenger comes with the bags.

704. The guard travels in the train with the day mail ?—The messenger, the

person in charge of the mail bags.

705. In speaking of 1 s. a mile, which you receive for the carriage of the day

mail, and at 2«. 3d. of which you proposed to carry the night mail, you refer to

a single mile ':—Yes, a single mile.

706. Are you aware that in all railway arrangements it is always the single

mile at which railway companies contract to convey for the Post-office ?—No ;

I believe there are exceptions; for instance, I see in the return there is 6*. for

the double mile, but all the arrangements I am aware of myself have been

always calculated upon the single mile.

707. Mr. Fagan.] What amount of postal conveyance would the Post-office

have saved by this arrangement which they have now in course of action as to

cars and coaches ?—-They have been stated by Mr. Fisher pretty nearly ; one is

the mail conveyance between Limerick and the Junction ; that is a coach.

708. Do you agree with what Mr. Fisher stated in that respect •—Yes.

709. Mr. F. Scully.] Can you give me the amount per annum which, at 2s. 3d.

per mile from Waterford to Limerick, the cost of mail would come to?—

Something near 6,000 Z. a year.

710. Chairman.] Mr. Hill, in his evidence, said it was 7,800 /.?—That

includes 9 d. a mile for the day mail ; it is 6,000 /. odd.

711. That is for the night mail, at 2 s. 3 d. 1—Yes.

712. I believe the entire distance from Limerick to Waterford is 77 miles by

railway ?—Yes, 77.

713. And from Waterford to the junction, 55 r—Yes.

714. Mr. Grogan.] Then the refusal of the Post-office to entertain your pro

posal is simply based upon the naked statement you have put in ?—The refusal

is contained in those terms.

715. Will you furnish the Committee with the correspondence to which you

have referred ?—I will.

0.62. o 2 [The
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Mr. J^O'Connor.

f The Witness delivered in thefollowing Letters, 8$c. ;]

6 July 1855.

Sir, General Post-office, 27 January 1854.

I HAVE been directed by the Postmaster-general to inquire upon what terms the Water-

ford and Limerick Railway Company will undertake the conveyance of the day and night

mails in charge of the Company's guards, by trains in connexion with the Great Southern

and Western Railway mail trains. I have to request, therefore, that you will state, 1st, the

terms for the service between Waterford and Limerick, both ways, by trains in connexion

with the day mail trains from Dublin to Cork, and Cork to Dublin. 2d, the terms for the

service between Waterford and Limerick, both ways, by trains in connexion with the night

mails, each way, between Cork and Dublin. Requesting the favour of an early reply,

I am, £c.

John O'Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderburne.

Sir, Waterford Station, 30 January 1854.

1 AM in receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, relative to the conveyance of day and

night mails over this line, which shall be submitted to the directors at their meeting on

Friday next. In the meantime I shall feel obliged by your informing me whether it is pro

posed that mail bags should be sent by train from Cork to Limerick and Waterford, upon

the arrival of the up day mail at the Junction, or if it will be required that a train should

leave Waterford so as to meet the down mail at the Junction. I enclose you a copy of our

present time-table, and

Remain, &c.

J. T. Wedderburne, (signed) John O' Connor,

General Post-office, London. Secretary.

Sir, General Post-office, 1 February 1854.

I BEG to acknowledge your letter of the 30th ultimo, and to inform you in reply, that the

Postmaster-general merely wishes to know upon what terms the Waterford and Limerick

Company would undertake to convey the day and night mails between Waterford and Lime

rick, by trains in connexion with the mail trains on the Great Southern and Western Rail

way, viz. : (taking, ibr instance, the day mail down),

1. By a train from Limerick Junction to Waterford soon after the arrival of the Dublin

day mail there at 2.9 p. in.

2. By a train from Waterford to meet the day mail at 2.9 p. m.

And by trains similarly in connexion with the up day mail, and the up and down night

mails, stating the charge for each separately. I beg to observe that there was not the copy

of your present time-table enclosed in your letter, which you alluded to.

I am, &c.

John O'Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderburne.

Sir, Waterford, 7 February 1854.

REFERRING to our correspondence relative to the conveyance of day and night mails

over this line, I am instructed to inquire whether, in the event of the directors naming a

moderate price for the latter service, the Postmaster-general would require it to be performed

by fast trains, or whether a slow train, by which goods could be conveyed, would be agreed

to, the hours of arrival in Limerick and Waterford being 3 a. m. and 4.30 a. m. respectively.

I am, &c.

J. Wedderburne, Esq. (signed) John Cf Connor, Secretary.

Sir, General Post-office, 22 February 1854.

IN answer to your letter of the 7th instant, I am directed to inform you that night trains

carrying goods would answer all the purposes of the Post-office for the night mail service

between Waterford and Limerick ; and, with regard to the hours, the principal point to be

borne in mind is, that the trains from both ends must reach the Limerick Junction in time

for the bags to go forward by both the up and down mail trains between Dublin and Cork,

and must not depart from the Limerick Junction until after the arrival of both up and

down mail trains. To effect this, it will be apparent that there must necessarily be a short

interval at the Limerick Junction.

I am, &c.

John O'Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderburne.
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Mr. J. O'Ciparfr.

Sir, . Waterford, 21 March 1854.

Referring to your letters of the 27th of January, the 1st and 22d ultimo, I am instructed 6 July 18/55.

to state that the directors will agree to perform the services specified therein for the follow

ing prices, viz. :

For the night mails, 2s. 3d. per mile, and for the day mails, 9 d. per mile.

The directors are induced to name these very low prices from an anxiety to meet as • far

as in their power the great and increasing desire of the public for improved postal arrange

ments in the country through which this Tine passes, and the adjacent districts.

I hare, &c.,

J. Wedderburne, Esq. (signed) John O'Connor, Secretary.

Sir, Waterford, 13 June 1854.

I AM instructed to request you will inform me whether the Postmaster-general has come

to any decision upon the offer to convey the mails over the "Waterford and Limerick Rail

way, as contained in my letter to you of the 21st March last. The directors being at

present about to make arrangements relative to rolling stock, are anxious for information on

the subject.

I am, &c.

J. Wedderburne, Esq. (signed) John O'Connor, Secretary.

Sir, General Post Office, 16 June 1854.

I BEG to acknowledge your letter of the 13th instant, and to inform you that it has been

submitted to the Postmaster-general for bis decision, with respect to the offer made by the

Waterford and Limerick Company for the conveyance of mails.

I am, &c.

John O'Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderburne.

Sir, General Post Office, 30 June 1854.

I AM instructed to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 13th instant, that the Post

master-general has had under consideration the offer contained in your letter of the 21st

March last, with respect to the conveyance of the mails over the Waterford and Limerick

Railway ; and having weighed the advantages which the proposed service would afford, that

his Lordship has come to the decision that they are too slight to justify him in expending a

sum at all approaching that which has been demanded.

I am, &c.

John O'Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderburne.

My Lord, General Post Office, 27 June 1854.

THE Postmaster-general has had under consideration the statement contained in your

Lordship's letter of the 29th ultimo, with regard to the further employment of the Water-

ford and Limerick Railway for the conveyance of the mails.

His Lordship is prepared to admit that the rates of payment demanded by the Waterford

and Limerick Railway Company, viz, 2s. 3 d. per mfle for a night mail and 9 d. a mile for

a day mail train, are lower than those generally paid in Ireland for the conveyance of the

mails on lines of railway of any great extent ; but at the same time his Lordship directs me

to point out that, as a post-office means of communication, the Waterford and Limerick

Railway is not a main line, and that the service upon it is not of the same importance, and

cannot fairly be compared with that upon a main line of railway.

The payments which would be made by the Post-office to the company, according to the

above-mentioned rates, are,

For the night mail -------

For the day mail -------

£. 7,919
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ifcr. J. O'Connor. After providing for meeting the trains, &c., a saving of only 557 /. 16*. 6<L a year would

. be effected upon the existing arrangements ; and deducting this sum, and 688 /. a year which

6 July 185-5 ^ a^rea^y P81^ *° *ne company for the day mail between Limerick Junction and Limerick,

it follows that an increased expense of 6,673 L 3s. 6d. a year would be incurred.

Lord Canning has fully considered the advantages which the additional railway service

would afford, but they are so slight, that his Lordship has come to the decision that he would

not be justified in expending a sum at all approaching that which has been demanded.

The Earl of Bessborough,

&c, &c., &c.,

40, Charles-street, Berkeley-square.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. Tilley.

Tir KICK are no day mails between—

Waterford and Limerick.

Waterford and Tipperary.

Waterford and Cahir.

Waterford and ClonmeL

Waterford and Carrick-on-Suir.

Waterford and Cork.

Waterford and Mallow.

Waterford and Portlaw.

Limerick and Cahir.

Limerick and ClonmeL

Limerick and Carrick-on-Suir.

Limerick and Portlaw.

Clonmel and Tipperary.

Clonmel and Cahir.

Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir.

Clonmel and Cork.

Clonmel and Portlaw.

In addition to all the benefits deposed to by the witnesses before the Committee, an

arrangement for conveyance of a day mail over the Waterford and Limerick Line would

enable the Postmaster-general at any time to establish the above day mails without any

additional expense ; although up to this period there has been no pressure put upon bin to

do so, there is no reason why the convenience should not be afforded, and it is only fair to

take it into account in the present inquiry.

Lunce, 9° die Julii, 1 855.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Fagan.

Mr. Henry Herbert.

Sir S. Northcote.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. BaiTow.

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. F. Scully.

Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. De Vere.

THOMAS MEAGHER, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR.

Mr. James Delahuniy, called in ; and Examined.

Mr. J. Delahunty. 716. Chairman.'] YOU are, I believe, Coroner for one district of the county

of Waterford r—For the Eastern District of the county of Waterford.

9 July 1855. 717. What portion does that comprise of the county?—It comprises half the

county ; it extends to within a mile of Dungarvan, and to Clonmel, Dungarvan

on the south side, and Clonmel on the north side, to the suburbs of Clonmel,

which are in the county of Waterford. It is a district of about 30 miles square.

7 1 8. Including the city of Waterford of course ?—No, it does not include the

city.

719. Are you not coroner also for the city?—Yes, in virtue of being coroner

for the county.

720. Where do you reside chiefly ?—Chiefly at Tramore.

721. That is also in the district of Waterford, for which you are coroner?

—Yes.

722* Has
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722. Has it come to your knowledge that inconveniences exist, or have you .Mr. J. DdahwUy.

experienced inconveniences in the postal arrangements of the district?—Yes,

many. 9 July |855-

723. Will you be so good as to state them r—If any casualty takes place in

my district, and I am advised of it by post, there is no part of the district where

my reply to the police, directing them to summon a jury and summon witnesses,

could be done at all within the time ; there is a delay of three or four days, and the

nearer the post town, the longer would be the period for receiving my answer.

724. Will you give some instances in illustration of your statement?— If we

take Kilmeaden, the post from which is brought by the railway connecting

Tramore with Waterford, and it runs every hour or two hours.

72.5. Mr. Liddell.~] What distance is Kilmeaden from the railway itself?—

Tramore is 7j miles from Waterford, and Kilmeaden is equally distant from

Waterford and Tramore ; about six or seven Irish miles.

726. Situated on the line ?—No ; it is the same distance from Tramore as from

Waterford ; but there is a rail connecting Waterford with Traraore, and the post

goes round by Waterford to Tramore. If a casualty occurs to-day at Kilmeaden,

and a letter be written to me by the police, it is posted to-day (Monday), it

arrives in Waterford the next day about 12 o'clock, it remains in Waterford till

night, and is delivered in Tramore on Wednesday morning. My reply to that

goes to Waterford that day, it remains in AVaterford until the next afternoon at

half-past two or three o'clock, and it is delivered in Kilmeaden, I think, on the

Friday.

727. That is to say, an answer to a letter posted on Monday in Kilmeaden

cannot be received until the following Friday?—Yes.

728. What is the distance?—About six Irish miles.

729. Chairman,.] You state that as an illustration of the general character of

the postal arrangements in your district?—Yes; I generally destroy the letters

that I receive from the police, but I happen to have one here from Leamybrien,

which is on the road from Waterford to Dungarvan. On Wednesday a casualty

occurred ; the police received an account of it on the next morning, and they

wrote to me upon the Thursday ; I should say, that in order to facilitate matters,

I keep an office in Waterford, because if letters were always to go to Tramore, I

should lose a couple of days ; but even by getting the letters in Waterford I am

always sure to be late, unless a special messenger is employed ; on Friday the

25th of May I got this letter, and I wrote within half an hour after receiving it,

and this is a letter from the constable on the 27th of May, informing me that he

received my letter that morning- at 11 o'clock, although I wrote by return of post,

half an hour after receiving the letter on the 25th of May, and he had in the

interim to inter the body. I have, in fact, for the sake of common decency, to

give instructions to that effect, and in many cases I have to disinter bodies where

there is a necessity ; there is no part of the entire district where I can answer a

letter sooner than some three or four days.

730. The two instances you have mentioned are on the direct mail line from

Waterford to Dungarvan ?—Yes, precisely ; if I want to write to Bonmahon,

within 12 miles, the mail goes another route ; I write, say to-day, from Tramore,

and the mail leaves Tramore at half-past four in the evening, and the mail taking

Bonmahon letters leaves Waterford at half-past four, so that the mail gets in

a quarter of an hour too late to catch the Bonmahon mail to be dispatched that

day ; it remains in Waterford till the following day at half-past four, and it is

delivered in Bonmahon the day after that, and Bonmahon is only 12 miles

from Waterford or Tramore.

731. Is there a direct mail conveyance from Waterford to Bonmahon ?—No :

it is taken with the Cork letters, and goes by the Goold's Cross car as far as

Carrick; it is then, in the morning, sent by car to Portlaw and Kilmacthomas,

and then by a foot messenger from Kilmacthomas to Bonmahon.

73'2. Have you anything to say about the other portions of your district ?—

Carrickbeg is in my district ; the river separates the county of Waterford from

Tipperary, and although there is rail accommodation all along the route by the

river up to Clonmel, a letter written to-day will not be delivered until the second

day after at any post town near the railway.

733. That is in consequence of their arriving in Waterford a quarter of an

hour too late for the dispatch of the car from Carrick and Clonmel ?—Yes.

734. Mr. LiddellJ] You are speaking, I presume, of Carrick-on-Suir ?—Yes.

0.62. 04 735. Is
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Mr. /. Delahvnty. 735- Is that the extremity of your district in that direction?—No; Clontne!

. is the extremity.

9 July 1855. 736. Then it would appear that your residence is very inconveniently situated

for the locality over which your functions extend ?—By no means, because it is

within a quarter of an hour of Waterford, the county town ; if it was in any other

part of my district it would be impossible to reach me so soon.

737. Does your district extend to Dungarvan in a south-westerly direction ?—

Within a mile of Dungarvan ; in fact, I may say, I am in the most convenient

part of my district to be reached.

738. Founding that upon the circumstance of your having direct railway com

munication with parts of the county ?—Yes, there being more direct mails to that

district than any other part that I can reside in.

739. Mr. Barrow.~\ You would not say that Tramore is more convenient than

Waterford ?—No, but Waterford is not exactly in my district ; I must reside in

my district.

740. Sir S. Northcote.~] I thought you said you were coroner for Waterford

as well ?—I am, by virtue of my being coroner for the county ; I am by that fact

coroner for the city.

741. Would it not be legal for you to live in Waterford?—I dare say it

would.

742. Mr. Barrow.'} You do not mean to say that you are under any legal

prohibition from residing in VVaterford?—I do not think 1 am; I think Water-

ford tnay indirectly be considered in my district, but if it is not indirectly to be

considered a portion of my district, I am bound to reside in the county of

Waterford.

743. Is Waterford city a county of itself?—Yes j even if all my letters came

to Waterford, and most of them do come to Waterford, because I am forced to

have them addressed so for greater convenience, the inconvenience of the delay

would be enormous.

744. But not exactly the same ?—No.

745. It would make a difference of a day ?—Yes, and sometimes two.

746. Mr. Liddell.~\ Yon made use of an expression in the early part of your

evidence thai you could not receivey our letters " within the time ;" do you mean

by " within the time," witlun the time that decency would forbid the bodies

remaining unburied ?—Yes, because in many instances the police are forced to

bury bodies previous to my going there, and in this case, the letter about which

I hold in my hand, they were obliged to inter the body.

747. Sir S. Northcote^] One main cause of the inconveniences you have been

mentioning is the departure of the mail from Tramore too late to catch the train

from Waterford ?•—That is one reason.

748. That, I suppose, might be remedied by a somewhat earlier departure

from Tramore, might it not ?—Of course.

749. Would there be any objection, do you suppose, to the departure of the

mail from Tramore an hour or half an hour earlier ?—It would be limiting the

time given for correspondence, for at the present moment the mail goes out

much too early, if it could be helped.

750. There would be a more limited time for writing letters in the day, but

there would be a saving of time by getting the letters a day earlier r— -Of course

there would be, looked at in that light; but we think, at Tramore, that we ought

to be enabled to send out our letters at a much later hour, because there is rail

way accommodation to Waterford every hour, and the mails would be brought

by railway for something like 1 %d. a mile.

751. Have you ever brought those circumstances under the notice of the

surveyor of the district ?—No, I have not personally ; but there has been a great

deal of agitation going on from time to time ; I have not taken any part in it.

752. Chairman.'] Do you think the best remedy for the inconvenience you

speak of, would be the later dispatch from Waterford of themail for Clonmel?

—Yes.

753. Sir S. Northcote.~\ Is Tramore a place of much commercial business?—-

It is a place resorted to in summer by a very large number of people ; it is a sea

bathing place ; the receipts of the railway will tell you that ; I think they were

148/. last week.

754. It is not a place for commercial business of any magnitude ?—Com

mercial
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mercial men from all the districts round come there in the season and live there, Mr. J. Delahunty.

and some Members of the Legislature live there also. ______

755. People, for instance, having houses of business in Waterford would pro- 9 July 1855.

bably go there ?—Yes ; and persons in Clonmel and Limerick.

756. Chairman.'} But there is a fixed population in Tramore ?—There is a

fixed population of about 3,000, but it is doubled in summer; it amounts then

to about 6,000

757. Sir S. NorthcoteJ] Would it not be more convenient for commercial

people in Waterford who go to Tramore to bathe to have a mail communication

from Tramore to Waterforcl a little earlier in the day, so as not to lose a whole

day, than to have an hour or two more for writing the letters at Tramore ?—Of

course, of two evils you should choose the least ; but I should imagine that

would bo the wrong way to mend the thing.

758. But at present you have the greater of two evils ?—Yes, as far as the

south of Ireland is concerned. As far as the London and Dublin mail goes,

they are all right, because the mail that leaves Tramore at half-past four is

in sufficient time to go by the Dublin and London mail that leaves Waterford at

half-past seven.

759. You say there are trains continually running from Tramore to Water-

ford ; has any attempt been made to get the railway company to carry the bags

by an earlier train than the half-past four ?—No ; but I believe the railway

people would be satisfied to bring the Dublin day mail if necessary, or to carry the

mail by any trains selected, or to carry them by all the trains for two payments

of 1 J</. a mile a day.

700. Viscount Monck.'] Is not the mail carried now by the Tramore and

Waterford Railway 1—Yes.

76 1 . Chairman.'] Will you explain what is the hour of the train that conveys

the mail from Waterford to Tramore, and from Tramore to Waterford?—It

arrives at 9 a.m., and leaves at half-past 4 p.m.

762. That is the train from Tramore to Waterford?—The mail leaves

Tramore at half-past four, and the letters to Cork, Clonmel, Limerick, Tipperary,

and all that district, leave Waterford at half-past four.

763. I find here from the table there are six trains in a day from Waterford

to Tramore on week days ?—There are eight at present.

764. And there is only one train out of those eight trains that is made use of

for the mail ?—That is all ; I may mention that some time ago I was in a place

adjoining the west of the county of Waterford, and I wrote to a solicitor of

Waterford to defend a process 1 had been served with, certainly in sufficient

time to have him receive it, and owing to the mails going round by Dublin in

place of going direct or by Goold's Cross, my letter was received too late to

enable him to defend it, and I was decreed for not defending it.

765. Mr. F. Scully.] What was the post town from which you wrote ?—

It was from Fermoy I wrote the letter, but Tallow and Lismore are the same ;

the mails go to Dublin.

76*). Mr. Grogun.'] Is there any objection on the part of the railway directors

to carry the mail by any other trains than by that one train ?—None whatever.

767. How is it that the Tramore people do not get the convenience of an

earlier and more convenient mail ?—I believe it is owing to the Post-office

regulations ; the letters to the Avest of the county of Waterford, and also to

Cork, Tipperary. and Limerick, leave Tramore at halt-past four ; the mail from,

Waterford that they should go by leaves at the same hour, so that they arrive

in Waterford a quarter of an hour too late, and they arrive in Waterford three

hours too soon for the Dublin mail.

768. Then if I understand you correctly, it is discretionary with the Post-office

to send the mails by any trains running from Tramore to Waterford, selected by

Postmaster-general ?—It is discretionary with the Post-office to send the mails

by any one of the trains, or if they paid lid. a mile for another train, they could

send then by every train, that is, they could send them by eight trains on payment

for two.

769. But inasmuch as they only pay one \ld. per mile they only send but one

train, which starts at half- past four ?—That starts at half- past four, and letters

for the county of Waterford and Bonmahon and Portlaw, and the county of Clare

and Tipperary, and Limerick, and all the south-west of Ireland, are dispatched

at half-past four from Tramore, and the Waterford mail to those places is

0.62. H dispatched
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Mr. J. Delahunty. dispatched at the same hour, so that they arrive a quarter of an hour too late

—• to be sent forward ; they must remain in VVaterford all night.

9,July 1855. 770. Viscount MonckJ] How long has the arrangement with regard to the

transmission of mails by the Tramore and Waterford line been in force ?—About

two years ; the railway has not been long opened.

771. This arrangement has been going on since the opening of that railway?

—About that time.

772. Have any remonstrances been made to the railway authorities?—There

have been several remonstrances made.

773- What answer has been given ?— I cannot say.

774. Mr. Grogan.} Have you any doubt from what has occurred that the Post-

office authorities are cognisant of the inconvenience that has arisen ?—I have no

doubt of it.

775. And notwithstanding they have allowed this inconvenience to continue

for two years, or whatever time the arrangements have been made ?—Yes ; near

my office in Waterford there is a receiving-house, and although it purports to

send letters to the principal post-office three times a day, yet if I post a letter

there for the day mail or for the Cork mail, that letter remains there until the

evening, and is not sent forward until the night mail to Dublin and London

goes up.

776. Viscount Monck.~\ Are you aware whether any remonstrance has been

made about that ?—As I said before, all 1 know about remonstrances is, that I

know there have been memorials and petitions and letters innumerable sent from

the locality ; 1 heard so, but I have never been cognisant of them myself. I know

this particular fact to be the case, because I was told it by a party keeping the

office, that tlie only way they had of sending up the mails was by the foot

messenger bringing the mail from Passage calling, on passing by the door.

777. Mr. Liddell.} Who appoints the person who lias charge of that receiving-

house?— I believe the Postmaster-general.

778. Mr. Grogan."] Y ou mentioned an instance in which you had some action

or other against yourself, and had occasion to write to your solicitor?—Yes.

779. Will you just mention the days, so that we may really understand it; the

time that elapsed between the receipt of the notice, your letter to the solicitor,

and its arriving ?— I wrote to-day, say, from Fermoy, in the middle of the day.

780. When was the letter posted ?—Posted by myself about one o'clock.

781. When did you get an answer to that letter ; did you get any answer at

all ?—I had gone to Waterford ; I did not require an answer ; I merely wrote to

my solicitor to defend the case.

78:2. That is, wrote from Fermoy to your solicitor in Waterford, to defend

some action for you ?—Yes.

783. When did you go to Waterford?—I arrived in Waterford on the

Thursday.

784. What did you hear when you got there?—I heard that the letter that

ought to have been received on Tuesday or Wednesday, was not received until

Wednesday evening, just immediately after the case was disposed of against me,

in consequence of their being no instructions to defend the case.

78.5. Do you mean four or five o'clock in the evening when you say Wednes

day evening?—Yes.

786. Had you reason to think that the letter had miscarried, or that any

accident had occurred which had carried it on contrary to the usual course of

delivery?—It was the usual course of delivery ; I thought the letter would have

gone by Goold's Cross to Waterford, but it appeared that the regulation was, that

the letters should go up to Dublin ; it went up to Dublin, and then came down

by the day mail, which at that time was delivered in VVaterford it seems at four

or rive o'clock.

787. Did you make any complaint, or send any memorial to the Post-office

authorities in consequence of the delay in the delivery of that letter?—No, I

did not.

788. What distance is Fermoy from Waterford ?—It is about 43 Irish miles ;

it is within four or five miles of the county of Waterford ; it is not more than

six miles out of the district.

789. Mr. Barrow.'] So that a letter which leaves Fermoy in the evening

should be in VVaterford the next morning?—Yes, if sent direct.

790. And if it was forwarded by the Dublin evening mail, it would be delivered

in
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in Waterford the third morning ?—Yes ; there must have been some stoppage Mr. J. Deldhunty,

on the road.

701. Mr. Grogan.] Did yon make any inquiry at the post-office with regard 9 -My l855-

to the delay of that letter ?—No, I did not ; 1 considered it came in the ordinary

course as regulated. I have already stated, that if a letter was written to me,

announcing to me a casualty at Kilmeaden, within six miles of Waterford, by post,

by no possibility by post can my answer to that be received, supposing I was

written to to-day, before the following Friday.

792. Then if you have a communication of that kind to send, do you always

trouble the post ?—The police will often write by post ; I have a letter here,

which I had lately by post, to which my answer, although I wrote immediately,

was not received till four days after the casualty had occurred. As I said before,

by no possibility can my letter in answer to any announcement of the sort be

received in sufficient time to prepare for an inquest. In fact, the body must be

interred ; common decency would require that the body should be interred pre

vious to my answer being received.

793. Within six miles of the town of Waterford ?—Yes.

794. Chairman.'\ At what hour is the mail dispatched for Tramore from Water-

ford in the morning ?—At a quarter to nine o'clock.

795. That conveys the Dublin night letters, and the Clonmel and Limerick ?

—Yes.

796. How long are the Dublin letters and English letters detained in Water-

ford ?—From five until nine o'clock in the morning, and from five until half-past

seven in the evening.

797. Without being dispatched ?—They are detained three hours going out ;

the Dublin letters arrive in Waterford at five in the morning ; they are dis

patched to Tramore at nine in the morning, in order that the Cork and Clonmel

letters should go with them.

798. But if there was an early arrival of Clonmel and Limerick letters in

Waterford, they could all go by an earlier train ?—By the quarter to seven

train.

799. Mr. Liddell.] Within your knowledge, have those local inconveniences

ever been brought under the notice of the surveyor of the district ? —I am sure

they have been, because I have seen memorials and memorials signed, remon

strating with the Post-office respecting the inconveniences. I have never taken

any active part in them myself; but I know that memorials and petitions and

letters have been forwarded to try to have those defects remedied.

800. Have those been addressed to the surveyor, or to the Postmaster-general ?

To the Postmaster-general, and I believe Members of Parliament have been

repeatedly solicited to bring the cases forward.

801. Where docs the surveyor of the district live?—I do not know; I sup

pose in Dublin.

802. Chairman.'} Do yon know any such person at all as the surveyor of the

Post-office for that district ?—I do not.

803. For the last six months or more, are you aware that the inhabitants of

Waterford, and other places in that district, have been remonstrating and appeal

ing to the Postmaster-general, and to the Lord Lieutenant on one occasion, to

remedy all the inconveniences of which you are complaining ?—I have attended

public meetings, calling upon the Postmaster-general to remedy them.

804. As far as you know, there is no such official person known in Waterford

as the post-office surveyor of the district ?—I am not aware of any.

805. Mr. Grogan.^ Have you any police or military stationed at any time at

Tramore ?—There is a police station there ; not a military station.

806. Do they send men down to practise gunnery there ?—Sometimes.

807. How many will there be in a detachment?—I have seen 100 men there,

foot and artillery.

808. Do they stop in the town, or return the same day ?—Return the same

day.

809. They only come down from Waterford, and return? —Yes; I have seen a

very large number of men there.

810. Viscount A'lonck.} How many trains run upon the Waterford and Tra

more Railway in a day?—There are eight during the day on week-days, and 10

or 12 on a Sunday. If you calculate the amount received by the railway, there

must be about 500 or 600 people a day travelling.

0.62. H 2 811. Mr.
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Mr. J. Delahunty, 81 1. Mr, F. Scully.] What, is the distance by rail ?—A quarter of an hour is

allowed for a train performing the distance.

5 July 1855. 812. Viscount Monch.} The arrangement with the Post-office, I think, is, that

they may send the mail by any one train during the day ?—Yes ; if they select

any one train, they may send by it.

813. It would be much more inconvenient to Tramore to have their letters

sent by the three o'clock train than by the one after that ?—It is the balance of

evils ; because even at present they are limited in time for their answers to their

Dublin and London correspondents.

814. Mr. F. Scully..] At what time is the mail delivered in Tramore from

Waterford ?—Between 10 and 11 o'clock. The Dublin mail leaves Waterford

at half-past seven, and it leaves Tramore at half-past four, so that it remains in

Waterford for three hours.

815. The mail to Clonmel and Limerick leaves much earlier ?—Yes ; the mail

to Limerick, Clonmel, Clare, Cork, and Kerry, and all those districts, leaves

Waterford at half-past four.

816. Would it not remedy that inconvenience if, instead of leaving Waterford

at half-past four, it left at eight o'clock in the evening ?—No doubt ; and if the

Post-office would expedite the London and Dublin mails by either the Limerick

or Kilkenny Railway, all the grievances we now complain of would be remedied.

8 1 7. Viscount MonckJ] How do you mean remedied ?—I mean that if the

Dublin mail was dispatched by railway from Waterford, and brought to Water-

ford, it would come into Waterford at such an early hour that they could send

forward the local mails by night ; they could send them forward to all parts of

the county at a very early hour, so that they could be delivered at six or seven

o'clock in any part of the county in the morning.

818. You mean that the Kilkenny Railway should be used for the night mail?

—Either that or the Limerick, I do not care which ; because either of them would

bring in the mails at one o'clock.

819. Mr. F. Scully.'] If the Clonmel mail was dispatched from Waterford at

seven, or half-past seven or eight o'clock, in place of half-past four, as at present,

would not that give ample time in Tramore for answering all letters that might

be received in the morning; because, in place of leaving at half-past four, they

could leave at half-past six ?—Yes.

820. Leaving at half-past four, those letters do not arrive in Limerick till too

late to be answered the next day ?—Yes ; they do not arrive until the second

dav after posting.

821. If you had a mail to go by the night train they would arrive early in

Limerick, Cork, Tipperary, and all towns along that line ?—Yes. No doubt, if

the mail from the county town was expedited by using the railway, in place of

sending it by car, all the rest would follow as a matter of course.

822. Mr. De Vere.~] Then your recommendation resolves itself into these two

things, that the hour for the mail leaving Waterford should be postponed from

half-past four to half-past seven or eight ; and that, secondly, to avoid loss of

time by that, the mails should be dispatched by rail, instead of by car?—Yes.

If the mail was dispatched by rail, instead of by car, the mail would arrive

early in the morning which now arrives at half-past eight, and is not dispatched

until a quarter to nine ; if it arrived at the early hour, which it would if the rail

was used, it would be in sufficient time to send the Dublin mail and the London

mail to all parts of the county at an early hour, and the mails would not now

be delayed for the purpose of trying to catch the Dublin and London mail.

The local mails are all now delayed for the purpose of trying to catch the London

and Dublin mail.

823. And you think that the London and Dublin mail is dispatched at an

unnecessarily early hour, because the railway is not used, but small local con

veyances are used instead?—The London and Dublin mails from Waterford are

dispatched at half-past seven ; they might be dispatched later, if the railway

was used. Of course, if that was so, there would not be much to complain of;

but as to Bonmahon, Kilmacthomas, and all that portion of the county of Water-

ford, their London and Dublin correspondence is sought to be delivered by cars,

one thiough Carrick to Goold's Cross, and another through Clonmel to Goold's

Cross, and it is by trying to cheapen the thing in those directions that has

altogether put us out in our local postal regulations.

824. Mr.
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824. Mr. Grogan.~\ You mean to say, that the direct mail from Waterford, Mr. /. Deiahunty.

through Dublin to London, is dispatched at half-past seven ?—Yes.

825. But that all letters to the westward of that line are dispatched at half- 9 JuIJ l8-55-

past four, and have to go the circuitous route you have described ?—They have

to go three routes ; some have to come down to Waterford, such as from Leamy-

trien and Kilmeaden ; some, that is the Bonmahon, Kilmacthomas, and Portlaw

go by car to Carrick and Dungarvan, and other places by car to Clonmel, in

order to catch the Cork mail, which is dispatched from Waterford by car to

Goold's Cross at half-past four.

826. Sir S. Northcote.] Does a letter going to Leamybrien go first through

Kilmeaden ?—It does.

827. Then it goes through Kilmacthomas to Goold's Cross ?—Letters to Bon

mahon go by Carrick through Kilmacthomas.

828. Do you mean that, there being a communication direct from Waterford

to Kilmacthomas, those letters are not sent by that, but go all the way round by

Carrick and Portlaw 1—I believe so ; although the two cars run at right angles,

and intersect each other.

829. Mr. F. Scully..] What time must letters be in the post-office at Water-

ford to go to Dungarvan ? —At half-past three or four. I think the Dungarvan

has to go round by Clonmel ; if they do not go by Clonmel, but go direct by

Lemybrien, they must be in the post-office by two o'clock.

830. So that any letter from Tramore or Dunmore, or that district, cannot

reach that post 1—Certainly not ; it must remain a day in Waterford.

831. Viscount Monck.] Which is the larger amount of correspondence; the

correspondence with the northern portion, the Dublin and London correspond

ence, or the correspondence which goes to the south and west, which you say is

delayed r—I suppose they are equal ; I suppose the correspondence of the whole

of the county of Waterford, and the county of Tipperary; because Waterford is

the shipping port of Tipperary, and I may say, to a certain degree, is the ship

ping port of Limerick, and all that district of the Suir valley ; the correspondence

must be very large. I am very certain of this, that there is more mercantile cor

respondence inconvenienced than there is convenienced.

83-2. I do not understand you generally to complain of the mode adopted for

the transmission of the mails towards Dublin?—No, I do not complain of that ;

1 do not complain of the mere correspondence from Waterford to Dublin and to

London, except in sending it by car to Maryborough.

833. Do the letters fail of arriving ?—I do not know it of my own knowledge ;

but I know this much, that during the winter, and for some weeks during the

winter, the railway company, to convenience the public, brought the bags when

they could not have come by the car.

834. That was owing to the snow?—Yes; they used to come to Kilkenny,

and then, in the morning, be brought from Kilkenny by rail from Waterford.

That occurred many days.

835. The Post-office does employ, for the purpose of transmitting the day-

mail, the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway 1—Yes; but I am told by one of the

directors they intend giving it up.

836. The directors mean to give it up ?—Yes ; they are losing by it, because

they are obliged to have an extra train to carry the mails at the hours required.

If they could carry the mails by ordinary trains, or in such a way as would not

involve expense of an extra train, they would be satisfied with the present price,

6d. or 3d. a mile.

837. In order to remedy the inconveniences you complain of in the southern

and western transmissions, it would be absolutely necessary to employ one of

those two railways ?—Yes.

838. Do you think the Post-office would be justified in doing that without

any reference to the probability of repayment being obtained from such a

source?—I am very certain, from my knowledge of the locality, that the Post-

office would not lose by it, if the whole matter was gone into fairly.

839. Have you any idea of what the expense would be of employing either

of those railways you have mentioned 1—No, I have not. I have made no cal

culation with reference to that.

840. Then on what do you base your suppositions that the Post-office would

not lose ?—I base my suppositions upon this ground, that in the county of

Waterford alone there are 150,000 people, and that the counties of Tipperary and

0.62. H 3 Kilkenny,
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Mr. J, Delahunty. Kilkenny, and those other districts, embrace a very large population. The busi-

ness done in connexion with the port and trade of Waterford is not very small, and

9 July 1855. jf a fair proposition were made to the railway companies, I am certain they would

acquiesce in a figure that would not be more than the Post-office would receive

in revenue. The Post-office would not lose by it. It might, perhaps, involve the

whole of the revenue, but it certainly Avould not involve more. I believe, when

the penny postage was established, it was considered it would not pay the

expense, and it was mostly taken up on the principle of the advantage to the

commerce of the country ; and if, in a locality like the south of Ireland, the

expense would not be more than the receipts, it would not be too much to ask

the Legislature of the country to give them that benefit. I have no doubt they

would not require more than the receipts.

841. Mr. Grogan."] You mentioned the inconvenience to Kilmeaden, situate

six miles from Waterford •—Yes ; it is the post-town of the district.

842. Does that same inconvenience you have described in postal communi

cation between Waterford and Kilmeaden apply to all the towns in the vicinity

of Waterford r—It does, to all, with the exception of Passage and Dunmore;

that is to the south-eastward.

843. Will you explain what the exception means ? — It is the district within

five or six miles of Waterford, towards the mouth of the river.

844. Have they greater postal convenience there than you have?—No;

but the advantage I have there as coroner in forwarding a letter to Passage or

Dunmore is this, that I can send any letter by the train to Waterford and post

. it this evening, and a reply is got the next morning.

845. You mean, if you were writing from Tramore to Dunmore or Passage,

your letter posted to-day would be delivered to-morrow morning?— No.it would

not be delivered till the following morning ; but by sending it by train to Water-

ford I get it conveyed on by post.

846. You mean by sending it in by rail as a parcel ?—Yes.

847. Is that practice much resorted tor—Yes, it is much resorted to.

848. Is Tramore a post town ?—Yes.

849. Are you coerced to live in any part of the county in particular?—No.

850. How many coroners are there in the county?—Two.

851. Where does the other gentleman reside?— Near Youghal.

85-2. Viscount Monck.] Is Tramore a post or a sub-post ?—It is a sub-post ;

but it is a money-order office.

853. A sub-post to Waterford ?—Yes.

854. Mr. De Fere.] Have you reason to know that the practice of sending

parcels by railway is resorted to by the people of Waterford ?—Yes.

855. In consequence of the extreme inconvenience of the present postal

arrangements?—Yes; I have seen letters sent by them repeatedly to be posted

in Waterford ; innumerable times.

836. Then in fact, if I understand you correctly, the mercantile gentlemen

residing in Tramore with their families for the summer, find it necessary to use

the railway to send their letters to Waterford in order to catch the post in

Waterford ?—Yes, and in Clonmel ; for instance, I wrote to a gentlemen lately,

and he knowing that the reply would not come as it ought to come by what you

call the regular course of post, sent it from Clonmel by railway.

857. Mr. F. Scully.] What did it cost ?—I do not think that letter cost much,

because he was enabled to do it knowing the manager or the station-master.

858. If he had had to send it as a parcel what would it have cost ?—It would

have cost a shilling, I suppose, and I would have gladly paid 5 *. to receive the

letter.

8.59. Mr. Barrow.'] With respect to the difficulty of communicating with

Kilmeaden from your office, you have in Waterford an opportunity of sending

once a day to Kilmeaden r— Yes, except on Sunday; there is no mail on Sunday.

860. And at your office in Waterford you equally receive a letter once a day

from Kilmeaden ?—Yes, but too late at my office at Waterford to answer it that

day.
861. So that the remedy you would propose for that would be sending out

the mails later in the afternoon ?—If you can accelerate the arrival of the London

and Dublin mails it will obviate all, because it is the trying to forward the

London and Dublin mails to those localities that has put us all astray.

862. I understand you to agree with the evidence already given by one of the

witnesses,
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witnesses, that if the mails were brought into Waterford a little earlier in the morn- Mr. J.

ing than they come at present, so as to be sent out all by the same conveyance

and dispatched from Waterford a little later in the evening, that would remedy 9 JulJ l855-

the greater part of the evils '(—Yes, there are three mail cars employed to do the

business of the district that I speak of, and one would be sufficient if the letters

arrived early.

863. Mr. MaguireJ] You alluded to the chance of the services of some other

railway being dispensed with ?—What I said was as to the day mail on the

Waterford and Kilkenny, that the remuneration the company are receiving at

present is 6 d. or 8 d. a mile, and they are losing by the conveyance of the mail,

in consequence of having to put on an extra train ; if they were not forced to

put on an extra train they could do it at the price.

864. If the Post-office do not arrange with the railway company will the

inconvenience to the public be of very great moment ?—Immense the inconve

nience that will be felt in the Dublin and London communication.

86-). In all the communications?—Yes.

866. Under what circumstances was that arrangement made between the

directors of that company and the Post-office ; was it a matter of arbitration, or a

matter of private agreement ?—A matter of private agreement.

867. Mr. LiddeUJ] So that, speaking generally in your public capacity as

coroner, you experience very serious inconveniences from the postal com

munications with all parts of your district ?—Yes.

868. Viscount Monck.] That is because you choose to live at Tramore?—Not

a bit of it ; even if I lived in Waterford, which is not within my district. But if I

lived at any other post town in the county but Tramore, the inconvenience would

be greater.

809. Mr. LiddelL] You stated in the early part of your evidence, that you con

sidered that your situation at Tramore, from the direct railway communication,

is rather convenient than otherwise for all parts of your district?—Yes ; only for

•which, in fact, the inconvenience would be doubled. I have an advantage at Tra

more, because I have a railway at my foot, and my parcels all go through in conse

quence of being an annual subscriber, so that there is no expense in sending in

my letters ; but if I were out in any other part of the county the inconvenience

would be greater.

870. Mr. De Vere.] I think you said that the distance from BonmMhon to

Tramore is about 10 miles } —Ten Irish miles.

87 1 . There being occasion to report a death for the purpose of an inquest from

Bonmahon police station to you at Tramore, it involved a correspondence which

occupied five days ?—About four days.

872. Why did not the police send a messenger across the country to you and

get an answer. in two hours ?—That involves a special messenger.

873. Have you made any representation to the police authorities with respect

to that ?—Wherever there is a murder case, or a very serious case, they have

sent specially. Besides being inconvenienced as coroner I am inconvenienced in

other capacities as well, because I am a land-agent, and receive rents and

letters from different parts of the district, and I am also a receiver of droits, and

in all the communications I receive I am inconvenienced by the postal arrange

ments.

874. You say that you keep an office in Waterford?—Yes.

875. If a message concerning your professional duty as coroner were to arrive

at that office at such a time as that, there would be a loss of time in sending it

out by post to Tramore ; would your office-keeper communicate to you by rail P-1-

He would.

876. Did he do so in the police case you have mentioned at Bonmahon ?—

I did not refer to Bonmahon ; I only mentioned the case at Leamybrien as a

special case ; I did not mean Bonmahon as a special case ; in the case of Leamy

brien, I happened to be in Waterford when the letter arrived, and I answered it

in half an hour.

877. But are your instructions, that if time would be lost by post, a special

messenger should be sent to you at Tramore ?—My instructions are, that if an

inquest letter arrives the office-keeper should open ;t, and he should send a copy to

Tramore, leaving the original . at Waterford, so that I m ly get it at either place,

so that if I happen to come in, in the interim, the letter would be received by

0.62. H 4 me
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r. J. Delahuiity. me i° Waterford, and if I do not come to Waterford a copy of it is sure to come

_. to Tramore.

9 July 1855. 878. Has that copy to be sent by post or by a special messenger?—A special

messenger or railway.

J. /. Heard, Esq.,

M>r>

John Isaac Heard, Esq., M. P., Examined.

879. Mr. H. Herbert.'] YOU are a Member of Parliament ?—Yes.

880. Have you a postal grievance to complain of as regards the transmission

of letters to Kinsale ?—I have ; I think, in the tirst place, that the conveyance

of the mail by one-horse car is insecure, for it leaves in the middle of the night,

comes to Kinsale through the very worst part of all the city, and though we

have had no robberies, and a blot is no blot till it is hit, yet there is danger of

it; what I complain of chiefly is, the insufficiency of the mode of conveyance,

and, as a proof of that, in February last, during the snow, we were six days

without a mail.

881. I believe you can state the days ?—The 16th of February was the first,

and we had no mail until the 22d ; we were six days without having a mail, and

there are over 2,000 letters weekly delivered from our post-office.

882. Did you take any steps upon that occasion to get the mails in ?—I did.

883. Will you state to the Committee what those steps were?—I had my

house besieged by all the military, and by the public authorities and people

belonging to the place, remonstrating with me, they thinking that I could do

something for them, and I went to the postmaster and asked him whether he

could have this matter arranged, and could try and have the mail brought up to

us. He said, " No, the contractor would not venture." I sent for a man

that hires out horses, a jingle driver, and I asked him, would he go for the mails

for me ; he said, " Yes, if I would give him 35s." I did ; I paid him 35*., and

he sent off two horses to the half-way house, and he brought up the mails.

884. Were they ordinary post horses ?—Yes, or worse ; they were jingle

horses.

885. Then a pair of ordinary post horses were able to overcome the obstruc

tions to the mails, which the ordinary means of conveying the mails were unable

to pass ?—Certainly.

886. Then, I presume, you complain of the species of conveyance that carries

the mails to Kinsale?—My idea is, that if the Post-office sent the mails by the

Bandon rail, which comes, as you perceive, half-way to Kinsale, that would be a

great improvement. I can read a letter from one of the directors, who says that he

has offered to bring the mails at the rate of 2d. a mile, taking advantage of their

present time of departure, but that if required, he will take tlie mails at any

hour during the night for Is. a mile. Now, I think, where such an offer as that

has been made, it should be accepted. I heard, the other day, Mr. Hill say

that 2d. a mile was the average of all the postal communications of Ireland, and

1*. 3d. was the average by car; this would be done at a more reasonable rate;

the mails would be brought one-half of the way by rail, and the other half by

one-horse car. I have no objection to that, because we get into a more quiet

country then.

887. Will you read the passage of the letter to which you refer?—Yes ; this

letter is from the principal director of the Bandon Railway, the manager,

Mr. Shaw; it was written at the request of Lord Bernard to me, who complains

bitterly that a one-horse car should go 20 miles from Cork to Bandon, when the

rail goes all the way, and could convey the mails in so much shorter a time :

" Lord Bernard has requested the local committee here to furnish you with.

some facts respecting the imperfect postal conveyance between Cork and

Bandon." That applies in the same way, half, to Kinsale. I presented, more

over, several petitions from the people of Bandon, complaining of this to

The House. " The people of Bandon, and the more western portion of the

county have, as you are aware, frequently memorialised and petitioned for the

mail being sent by rail to Bandon. The more western towns would not derive

so much benefit therefrom as Bandon, and therefore it would perhaps, at pre

sent, be prudent to confine the statement to this toM:n only. At present there

is only one mail per day sent to Bandon : it leaves Cork by a one-horse car at

about 3 a.m. ; a most unsafe conveyance for money, and impertect carriage in

severe weather. Last winter the communication was wholly put a stop to for

four
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four days, -when the railway company, wishing to oblige the Bandon people, j. i. Heard,

took the mail and its messenger free for about a fortnight, until the road was x. p.

fit for a car to travel. Roads are always more readily impeded than railway ;

lines, and when impeded, there is no party to bear the expense of clearing 9 ^uly l855'

them. I don't know the payment this one-horse car receives from Govern

ment : this yon can doubtless procure information upon in the proper quarter.

The Cork and Bandon Company offered to run a night train for I s. per mile,

at any hour the Post-office require; but lest this might, as it would, come too

expensive for the Post-office, they offered to take it by their ordinary trains at

2d. per mile ; a price, I fancy, below that paid to any railway company in

Great Britain or Ireland, and one which explains my statement, that ' we have

no inducement to stir in the matter, because it would only produce to the

company 40s. per week, and would therefore form so small an addition to

their traffic, which averages 230 /., as not to be worth taking any trouble

about.' But the greatest deprivation to the Bandon people is not having

an afternoon mail out of Cork. The mail which leaves London at 5 p. m. is

delivered in Cork at 4 p. m. next day, but is not forwarded to Bandon until

3 a.m. on the following morning; and this prevents them from replying1

to it for an entire day longer than a Cork trader, who is only removed

from them by one hour's travelling. Now, if the Post-office gave the rail

way company 100 /. per annum, we would take out this mail, which leaves

London (say on Monday) at 5 p. m., and reaches Cork at 3 p. m. Tuesday,

the same evening to ISandon, for 50 I. per annum, and bring in a mail next

morning at 8 a.m. to leave here (Cork) at 10.25 a.m., and be delivered in

London the following mid-day delivery for 50 /. more ; thus costing the Post-

office only 100 /. for the two mails, one each way, or only 50 /. per annum if one

mail, either out or in, as they chose ; for this payment the company either to

take a Post-office messenger free with the mails, or to guarantee their safety

between the two termini. At present, for want of a day mail, the inhabitants of

Bandon are forced to send their letters by hand to Cork ; the space, one hour,

is so short that there are numerous private hands coming, and the intercourse in

business matters is extensive ; but this prevents the Post-office from receiving

the revenue from Bandon they would otherwise get."

888. Is the Committee to understand you that you would suggest as a remedy

for the evil you complain of, that the mail should be carried by railway ?—

I think so.

889. Viscount Monck.~\ Both night and day ?—I do not mean to say if it

cost too much ; but if it did not cost too much I think it would be a very great

boon to the district ; there is a verv large population to the west of Bandon ;

there are very large towns there. With regard to the town of Kinsale, the mail

which leaves at five o'clock in the evening will not be delivered till the second

day at eight o'clock in the morning ; it arrives at Cork at four, and remains

there, and is not received at Kinsale till the following morning at eight o'clock.

890. Mr. H. Herbert.] That is the day mail from Dublin ?—The five o'clock

mail from London, the day mail from Dublin.

891. Viscount Monclc.} It arrives at four o'clock in the day at Cork?—Yes.

892. Mr. H. Herbert.^ Is there any train which starts by the Bandon railway

which would be suitable at present for carrying on those letters ?—There is ;

there is one starts at five in the evening which could take the mail that arrives

at four, and I suppose they would have no objection to delay it half an hour for

the mail if necessary. At five the Bandon train starts, and it would enable the

people of Bandon and Kinsale to receive their letters that evening instead of

being kept till the following morning.

893. It is that, I presume, which has been offered for at the rate of 2 d. a

mile ?—Yes.

894. Your suggestion is, that the mail should be conveyed by a train to meet

the day mail from Dublin }—Yes ; the one-horse car has now to travel 20 miles

to Bandon, and nineteen miles to Kinsale, whereas the train would relieve them

from that, except the nineteen miles to Kinsale.

895. I believe there is no train which leaves Cork that would suit the Dublin

night mail?— I do not know.

896. If so, it would be necessary to put on a special train to start at a very

early hour in the morning, in order to give that convenience for the night mail

from Dublin?—Yes.

 

0.62. I 897. And
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J. /. "Heard, Esq., 897. And that is the service for which they demand 1 *. a mile ?—Yes, that is

M-p- the service for which they demand 1 s. a mile.

898. Is it your opinion, that even supposing it to be impracticable to use the

9 July 1855. railway, the mail car is as well adapted for the service as the importance of the

communication deserves r—I do not think it is.

899. I believe it is a very common complaint in that part of Ireland, that the

mail cars which have been used of late years, are far less convenient and far less

well appointed than they were a few years ago?—Yes; and I am borne out in

that, for the horse, in the case I refer to, was so wretched that he could not bring

the mail, and these jingle horses were able to do it, so that I take it for granted

it is a very inferior description of animal in the car.

900. Viscount Monck.] With reference to the night mail, I understand you

to be very reasonable, for you say, you do not think they ought to demand that

the night mail should be sent by train if it cost too much?—No, I do not

think so.

901. Mr. Maguire.'\ If it cost 50/., do you think that would be too much?—

I do not think it would be too much for the interests of the county.

902. Viscount MotickJ] You would think 600 /. a year would be too much, I

presume ?—Yes, 600 I. a year.

903. That is the additional price which the Post-office would have to pay if

they accepted the terms of the railway company to carry the night mail ?—I do

not know that ; I saw a letter which I thought gave a different statement.

904. With reference to the day train, I understood you to say, they now start

an ordinary passenger train which would exactly suit for carrying the day mail ?

—Yes.

90.5. Therefore it would be no inconvenience or additional expense to the

railway whatsoever to carry the mail, beyond whatever the additional expense of

the person in charge might involve r—I think it would cost less by the railway.

906. Are you aware that the Postmaster-general has offered them a certain

sum per annum to carry the mails by that train ?—On the contrary, I understood

it was refused.

907. The company's proposal was refused, but did you hear that a counter

proposal was made ?—No, I did not, and this is a letter of a very recent date

that I read from the managing man of the company.

908. Mr. Grogan.] What is the date of that letter ?—Cork, June the 26th,

1855.

909. Is Mr. Shaw, who wrote that letter to you, the chairman or leading

manager?—He is the leading manager.

910. Is he their directing manager ?—He is their directing manager.

911. Then the whole is under his control ? —1 think so.

912. Have you the slightest doubt that the entire of the proposal he makes in

the letter, he is prepared to carry out, if the Post-office were content to occupy

it ?—I have not the least doubt of it. He would not make a mis-statement upon

any account.

9 1 3. If, therefore, any proposal about 600 1, is spoken of, it must have been

anterior to that proposition?—I should say so.

914. Have you any doubt whatever that the railway company are prepared to

stand by that proposal ?—He says for 50 /. a year each way, that is 100 /. a year.

915. Viscount MoncA.] What does he propose to do for that?—"We would

take out this mail, which leaves London (say on Monday) at 5 p. m., and reaches

Cork 3 p. m. Tuesday ; the same evening to Bandon, for 50 /. per annum, and

bring in a mail next morning at 8 a. m., to leave here (Cork) at 10.25 a. m., and

be delivered in London the following mid-day delivery, for 50 /. more."

916. Those two sums make 100 /. a year?—Yes, for carrying the mail back

wards and forwards.

917. Is there any proposal whatsoever about the night mail there?—I think

he says 1 s. a mile.

916. Mr. H. Herbert.'] You have not made the calculation yourself of what

that amounts to ?—I have not.

919. Chairman.'] It would not be too much, if the facilities were greatly

increased, for conveying the letters ?—No ; nor am I aware at this moment what

the revenue is for the west of the county, but if it is so large as in my idea, it

may not perhaps be too high a sum. I am now, however, merely speaking of

Cork and Bandon.

920. What
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920. What is the distance between Cork and Bandon ?—Twenty miles. J. /. Heai«,E&<\.,

921. Mr. Grogan.'} What is the distance between Bandon and Kinsale?—The M-p-

railway runs half-way towards Kinsale, and then they would be forced to have

a one or two-horse chemin de terre for nine miles ; they could go by railway no 9 '™ly l855<

further.

922. If the proposal of the Bandon Company were accepted by the Post-office,

that would also accommodate Kinsale very much ?—Yes.

923. Do you think you experience as great an inconvenience as the people of

Bandon suffer?—Yes, greater.

924. How do you consider the Kinsale people suffer so much more than those

upon the railway ?—We are much more inconvenienced for this reason, there are

numerous trains going backwards and forwards by which letters are carried,

which enables them to carry on their correspondence from Bandon, which we

cannot do from Kinsale.

925. Is there much commercial business transacted at Kinsale?— Some; not

a great deal. We have a custom-house there, and a coast guard establishment

too ; and there are two regiments there at this moment, and a great number of

wealthy inhabitants.

926. What was the strength of the military last winter when you described

the road as stopped up ?—I think, about 400 ; it was a depot.

927. And the commanding officer and the head people of the town all came

to you ?—They came to me to try and relieve them from their embarrassment ;

it was a very great hardship, because, as it turned out afterwards, it might have

been done much sooner.

928. Were you ever paid the money you advanced ?—I was ; the post-office

sent it to me.

929. Was there any difficulty in getting it ?—No, it was sent to me.

930. Would there have been any difficulty in the party in charge of the post-

office there sending for the mails in the snow on his own account ?—The post

master there has nothing to do with that; there is a contract by a Mr. Fish-

bourne, who lives somewhere in Carlow, and his under agent there did not

know how to act ; the mails were brought from Cork to Bandon by the Bandon

train, and were left there.

93 1 . Viscount Monck.~\ I believe the night mail for Bandon starts from Cork

about three o'clock in the morning ?—Yes, and for Kinsale about the same

time.

932. What time does it arrive at Bandon and Kinsale ?—About half-past

six.

933. Then in fact the transmission of the mail would be of no benefit to

those places by employing the railway, because it would arrive in the middle of

the night ?—Yes.

934. Then so far as Bandon and Kinsale are concerned, your only complaint

is, that it goes insecurely through a certain part of the country ; you do not

complain of the time ?—I complain that the mails should be kept 12 hours in

Cork.

935. There is a Cork day train, but the night train you must pay for as a

special train ; you do not complain of the transmission in point of time r—No,

I should not like to be knocked up in the middle of the night to get my

letters.

936. But with reference to the day train, that is the only point of inconvenience

that the Bandon people complain of, having their letters kept 12 hours in Cork ;

there would be no inconvenience whatsoever to the railway to have a train start

ing just in time to send on the bags ?—No.

937. If they were very much disposed to consult public convenience, they

ought to make arrangements for that purpose ?—They have offered to do it at

2d. a mile.

938. An offer has been made which they have not accepted ?—Forty shillings

a week.

939. Mr. GroganJ] The night mail from Dublin arrives in Cork about half-

past one in the morning ?—Yes.

940. And is dispatched by car through this country which you describe?—

Yes.

941. It gets to Bandon about half-past six ?—Six to half-past six.

942. Would there be any difficulty whatever in that night mail being sent on

0.62. I 2 in
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J. 1. Heard, Esq., in a train on the Bandon railway, say, at six o'clock in the morning?—I dare say

M.P. they would be very glad to enter into an arrangement for that purpose.

943. Would there be any difficulty in that ?—None, that I see.

g July 1855. 944. What time would it arrive in Bandon ?—In about an hour.

945. Consequently, if the Dublin night mail, arriving at Cork, were dispatched

from Cork to Bandon, it would be in Bandon about half an hour after the time

at which it arrives there now ?—Yes ; but that would be no great advantage.

946. But you would then get your letters equally as convenient as you do

now ?—Yes.

947. There would be no loss of time in sending them at six o'clock in the

morning ?—No.

948. As you understand Mr. Shaw's letter, would that come under his pro

posal of 100 1. a year for the two trains ?—I do not think it would ; I am not cer

tain whether it would or would not.

949. At present, is there any train at six o'clock in the morning :—No ; I

think seven is the earliest.

950. Mr. Maguire.~\ At what time can a person in Kinsale answer his London

letters, which, you say, are left 12 hours in Cork, and do not reach Kinsale till

the morning?—The post from Kinsale goes out at seven in the evening.

95 1 . Do you mean to say, if I post a letter for you from London on Monday

evening at 20 minutes to four, it does not reach Kinsale until Wednesday, at

eight in the morning ?—No.

952. At what time must you reply to it?—Between six and seven in the

evening.

953. Whereas, if you received it at six, or half-past six, or even seven, the

same evening that it arrived in Cork, you could reply that evening, and it would

go off by the morning mail ?—Yes, and save a day.

954. At what time does the morning mail go out?—There is no morning

mail ; there is none but the evening ; we should be glad if we had a morning

mail.

955. There is only one mail leaving Kinsale every day ?—Only one mail

leaving Kinsale every day.

956. That leaves at seven in the evening ?—Yes.

957. Do not you think if the Post-office were inclined to consult the public

convenience, they would accede to the very reasonable terms of the railway as

to the 2 d. per mile :—I think they ought, and I was just going to say, in answer

to a question you put to me just now, that the omnibus which leaves Kinsale in

the morning would be in time for the train to take the letters in to go by the

morning mail from Cork, therefore we could send our letters so as to save a day

to London, and it would cost a mere trifle.

958. Kinsale is rather a decayed town? — I am sorry to say it is.

959. Do not you think that the want of facilities of postal communication is

just the thing to hurry the decay of the town ?—It certainly would be a con

venience to the inhabitants of Kinsale ; all the respectable description of people,

and to commercial men, to afford facilities.

960. Sir S. Northcote.~\ From Cork to Bandon, you say, is 20 miles ?—Yes.

961. At 1 s. a mile, that is 20.?. a journey ?—Yes.

962. And that being made 365 times a year, would be 365 1. a year :—Yes.

963. And if you propose to make it both ways, that would be 730 /. •—Yes.

964. Mr. Maguire.] But there would be no necessity whatever for the higher

rate ; by using the five o'clock train from Ikndon to Kinsale, and by giving them

a morning post, everything could be done ?—Yes ; that is exactly what I want

to bring the thing to.

965. Mr. Fagan.~\ Is the direction of tlie Cork and Bandon Railway in London ?

—I believe it is.

966. Is not the secretary or chief manager of the railway in London?—I be

lieve he is.

967. What is liis name ?—Wood, I believe.

968. Mr. H. Herbert.'] Arn I to understand you to say that the using of the

evening train from Cork to Kinsale, to take the day mails from Dublin, would

totally supersede the necessity of the use of the night mail ?—I do not think it

would.

969. Mr. Maguire.] Did not you understand, when I asked you the question,

that that night mail, to which objection was made, as costing 700 /. a year,

was
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J. I. Hetya, Esq.,was the usual night mail at present carried by car ?—They are both carried

by car. *•*•

970. Allusion was made to a night mail to cost 700 /. a year ; the question

referred to that?—I think if Mr. Manuire's idea was adopted, that it would 9 July 1855.

afford great facilities to the people of the west at a very moderate rate.

971. Viscount Monck.'] Your objection to the present mode of carrying on the

night mail is merely as to its being an unsafe mode of transmission, and not as

to time, because it gets into Kinsale at six o'clock in the morning ?—But you

are not getting over my great difficulty by pinning me to the answer about the

night mail ; you do not remove the objection I had to keeping the day mail 12

hours in Cork.

972. I want to keep these two questions perfectly distinct, the one from the

other ; supposing that Mr. Maguire's arrangement contemplated by the question

was carried out, you would have no objection, so far as time was concerned, to the

present mode of transmitting the night mail ?—No.

973- You say it is unsafe ?—Yes.

974. Have you ever known money to be lost ?—Never ; but I take it for

granted that the Post-office are bound to give us the most safe mode of convey

ing letters.

975. I cannot conceive any mode of transmission that would be more secure,

or that can be proved to be more secure, than the mode which has been going on

for so many years, and nothing ever lost by it?—I must differ with you when I

find the Irish bags thrown into an open place half way between Cork and Kinsale

and left there for many days ; it was a mere matter of chance that they came

safe to hand.

976. Mr. Grogan.~\ Those mails were lying for six days until you sent for

them ?—Yes.

977. Where were they lying?—I think the first or second day they were not

sent out of Cork, but after that they were taken by train and left at Ballinhassig

till I sent for them.

978. Who was in charge of the mails during that time?—I suppose the

station-master ; I do not know.

979. Was any one in fact in charge of those mails?—Not that I know of; I

do not know of any one.

980. The mails are usually sent from Cork in charge of the driver at present ?

—Yes.

981. Was he there?—No, he was not there ; because I saw him in Kinsale,

and spoke to him, and wanted him to go for the mails that were there, and he

said he could not accomplish it, that he had no orders from his master.

982. What age is the driver ?—A middle aged man; not very old; a man of45

or 50.

983. Do you mean the Committee to understand that for a portion of the six

days the mail bags from Cork to Kinsale were lying in the office to take care of

themselves ?— So I heard.

984. There was no person ostensibly in charge of them ?—I believe not.

985. Did any inconvenience occur at the time from the transmission of the

mails from Cork to Bandon, to your knowledge? Mr. Shaw says, I think, that

they lay three days before they went by rail ; then the railway company took up

the mails.

986. The mail bags from Cork to Bandon lay, as you understood, at this half

way house for three days ?—No, I do not think the Bandon bags stopped at the

half-way house at all. They were sent from Cork direct by train, and our bags

went by train as far as the half-way house, and they were then thrown out for

Kinsale, and the Bandon ones went on by train ; the train taking the mails for

the convenience of the inhabitants of Bandon.

987. Then if the railway had not offered voluntarily to take the bags

gratuitously, the Bandon people would have been left without their mails ?

—Yes.

988. Then the only difference between you and the people of Bandon was,

that your bags were left to take care of themselves at the half-way house, and the

Bandon bags went on ?—Yes.

989. Consequently, a communication which is left to be conducted in this

manner, at the mercy of a third party to carry through, you cannot consider to

be a proper one ?—Decidedly not.

0.62. 1 3 990. Viscount
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990. Viscount MonckJ] Do you ever remember any interruption of this kind

taking place before *—Never.

991. Then, as a Member of Parliament, do you think it judicious to incur an

expenditure of 7,000 /., in order to avoid a contingency that may not arise

once in seven years ?—That is dropping the question altogether of the detention

in Cork.

992. You have already stated that, supposing the day train carried the

mails, the night train would be open to no objection, except that of insecurity?

—Yes.

993. And the only case of insecurity you can give us in the whole of your

experience is that which occurred last winter ?—But we do not know when it

may arise again.

994. Mr. Grogan.] The inconvenience practically occurred last winter?—

The 16th of February it began, and I did not get my letters till the 26th of

February.

995. What has occurred once may occur again ?—Yes. If you ask me if I

consider it a safe mode, I say decidedly not.

996. Sir S. Northcote.] Would it not be possible, in case of any such thing

occurring again, that a temporary arrangement might be made with the railway

to carry the mails ?—Yes. 1 dare say the Post-office will make provision against

the same thing occurring again.

997. Chairman.] But, in that case, a letter must be written to London to get

the instructions of the Postmaster-general, and while waiting for those instruc

tions the conveyance of the mail may be altogether stopped ? —Decidedly.

998. Mr. Liddell.] You say the letters are over 2,000 a week to Kinsale ?

—Yes.

999. Are the letters increasing or decreasing in number in that part t—I

cannot say.

1000. Is Bandon about the same as Kinsale?—About the same number as

Kinsale ; but there are various towns to the west to which the mail goes

through, through Bandon. Cloughnakilty is a very large town, and Skibbereen

and Rosscarbery and Dunmanway, and there are various towns besides.

1001. Mr. Grogan.] What do you think may be about the aggregate popula

tion of those towns you have mentioned, and the other towns that are served

from Bandon, in that neighbourhood 1—I can hardly state.

1002. Mr. Maguire.] Do you know that the aggregate population to the west

of Cork is over a quarter of a million ?—Not so much as that

Rev.

D. A. Dtnulney.

The Reverend David A. Doudney, called in ; and Examined.

1003. Chairman.] I BELIEVE you reside at Bonmahon, in the county of

Waterford ?—Yes.

1004. Have you anything to communicate to the Committee with reference to

the postal arrangements connected with that district ?—We have to complain of

the great want of sufficient accommodation.

1005. Are there large mines worked there ?—It is a large mining district.

1006. And there is a considerable population connected with it, I believe?—

Very considerable.

1007. How many miles is it from Waterford?—Fifteen English miles from

Waterford ; about 10 from Dungarvan.

1008. But Waterford is the post-town through which you communicate with

the west of Ireland ?—Of late our letters have come through Carrick.

1 009. Not through Waterford ?—No.

1 01 o. Will you state the inconveniences which are felt in that particular locality?

—Perhaps 1 had better commence with myself. For the last three or four years,

nearly four years, I have set up industrial schools, and I have three printing

presses constantly going on at one of those industrial schools, consequently we

have to send a great deal through the post. Among other things, we have two

journals regularly stamped. When I first communicated with the Post-office,

they agreed to allow one car from Kilmacthomas to Bonmahon, in a month ;

that is, 2 s. 6 d. a month ; but it would be very inconvenient to both parties to

send the whole of those journals on one day.

101 1. Viscount Monck] Was this for the monthly publication r—The monthly

publication.
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publication. In order to insure anything like promptitude in the delivery we are Rev. /

obliged to send them to Waterford. D. A. Doudney.

1012. Chairman^] You found the other mode of transmission insecure ?—If 7 ,7." v~~
we sent them to Kilmacthomas there was frequently delay there ; the driver of 9 U y l 55'

the Dungarvan car would say he had not room ; possibly the car was full, and he

had not room to take those journals : they were left, therefore, for the conveni

ence of the car. An occurrence of that sort happened last month ; they were sent

to Kilmacthomas ; the driver said the car was full, and they could not be taken

on. They were then sent to Carrick, and after being delayed one day at Kilmac

thomas, I inquired of the post-office at Carrick, and they told me they were

sending them by degrees.

1013. "By degrees,'' I suppose, means at different intervals of time?—Yes;

therefore I generally send them in to Waterford direct, in order to avoid those

delays. I tested the matter last month. They were sent into our own post-

office, and were sent away by the runner. There is a runner from Kilmacthomas

to Bonmahon, and thence to Stradbally, and he took 121bs. of them each day,

consequently they were in our post-office for eight or nine days.

1014. Mr. Magitire.~\ Thi.se were all stamped, of course ?— All stamped with

the Government stamp.

1015. You had then a right to immediate transmission?— Yes.

1016. Sir S. Northcote.~\ Do you publish them for yourselves, or print them

for other parties ?—We publish them for ourselves.

1017. Mr. Liddell.] What is the nature of the journal ?—One is published

every month, and the other eveiy two months. It is a very old journal. The

circulation is upwards of 2,000 a month. It is 2,250.

1018. Chairman.^ And there is a penny stamp on each of them?—A penny

stamp.

1019. Mr. GroganJ] Did you make any complaints of this delay?—Repeat

edly.

1020. Did you get any redress?—None.

1021. Chairman.'] I think you stated that you were obliged to resort to

Waterford, and to leave the other route ?—Yes.

1 022. Did you find things better in that case?—I think they were forwarded

promptly from Waterford.

1023. How did you get them to Waterford from Bonmahon?—I had to send

them by my own conveyance ; and that I have done, more or less, for upwards

of two years.

1024. Mr. Afaguire]. A kind of supplemental postal transmission?—Yes.

1025. Mr. Grogan.~\ How long ago is it since this circumstance to which you

refer occurred, of your having sent a parcel of them, and their having been

transmitted by degrees ?—I believe it has often occurred ; but I detected it

myself last month.

1026. When did you make the complaint of the inconvenience to which you

have just alluded, and have any steps since been taken to redress that inconve

nience?—I have repeatedly complained during the two years, and the only

redress was the offer of the half-crown a month ; but, as I have stated, that

was of very little service, because, if they went to Kilmacthomas, the answer

was, that there was not room, and they were delayed ; and therefore to ensure

anything like promptitude, I sent them specially to Waterford.

1027. Just explain what you mean by saying there was not room ; was it

that they had not bags to carry them ?—-They had no bags ; we had to provide

them, and we never saw them again ; that is constantly the case.

1028. They had no bags to carry your journals in the first instance?—No,

we have never been supplied with bags first or last.

1029. When you say there was not room, do you mean that the car was not

big enough to accommodate them?—Dungarvan being a place of considerable

note, they take too many passengers to allow them to take up our bags from

Kilmacthomas ; there was not room in the car.

1 030. Was it professedly a mail car ? —It was professedly a mail car.

1031. The main business of the car is to carry everything going through the

post-office ?—Yes.

1032. But they preferred carrying the passengers rather than the mails?

—Yes.

0.62. 14 *°33« Viscount
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. Rev- 1033. Viscount Monck.~\ Is your journal much circulated in Dua°-arvan

D. A. Dovdney. itself?._No.

, j g 1034. How much?—Not half a dozen copies.

55' 1035. Then you have established a journal at Bonraahon, the circulation of

which is carried away by post, and you expect the Government once a month

to provide special means of communication for your journal ?—I have only

mentioned one case, I have more to bring forward.

1 036. That is the amount of your grievance at present ; —I might mention, that

when we first transferred the printing of it from London to Bonmahon, and

established these schools solely for the benefit of the neighbourhood, I had an.

intimation from Waterford, that there were certain bags in the main office

there, and that it was supposed they contained those journals ; that was after they

had been transmitted two or three days from us, and 1 went off to Waterford,

and there I found them waiting.

1037. I thought you said that when you transmitted them to Waterford, they

were forwarded with punctuality ?—That was afterwards ; I said when we first

did it.

1038. Was there any excuse made?—The excuse was, that the contractor

expected to be paid for them ; that it was an extra weight, and the mail con

tractor expected to be paid.

1039. The contractor, between what, places?—Between Dungarvan and

Waterford.

1040. I understood you they had got to Waterford, and were in the post-

office at Waterford ?—I am speaking now of when we first commenced the

printing at Bonmahon ; I allude to that as the first grievance, that they expected

additional payment, thinking those journals had nothing to do with the mail

service ; when I proved the contrary, they were delivered up.

1041 . And they have been carried ever since as far as Waterford is concerned ?

—As far as Waterford is concerned. A considerable quantity of miscellaneous

work which we print is of course sent through the post, and there is only one

runner provided between Kilmacthomas, Bonmahon and Stradbally ; therefore it

is impossible for a runner to convey what we have to send in anything like pro

per time.

1042. Chairman.^ By a runner you mean a foot messenger?—Yes.

1043. Sir S. Northcote.] What is the correspondence of the district exclusive

of the circulation of this journal ; would a runner be able to carry the general

correspondence of the district if it were not for your publication?—I think he

would ; there is a considerable correspondence, but he would be sufficient for

that.

1044. Mr. Liddcll.~] On the day that the journal is published, what is the

average number transmitted?— I think about 800; we print 2,250, we stamp

the whole, and they are sent out within three days.

1045. Viscount Monck.] And this occurs once a month in the case of one

journal, and once in two months with respect to the other ?—Yes.

1046. Mr. Grogan.'] With regard to the penny stamp which you put on your

journals, have you any doubt that it frees them through the post ?—It is a

newspaper stamp.

1047. And you have the same right to transmit your journal through the

post-office, sending it on stamped paper, that any newspaper whatever has ?—

Unquestionably.

1 048. Sir S. Northcote.'] Have you ever represented that case to the surveyor

of the district ?—Often.

1049. Have you had any offer of relief?—None; upon the last occasion when,

as I stated, we had some of those journals for eight or ten days remaining in our

post-office, I again made a statement to the Post-office authorities, and the

Secretary stated that it was laid before the Postmaster-general for consideration,

and since that we have heard nothing of it.

1050. You would hardly, I suppose, expect that, for the sake of conveying a

great extra weight about 20 or 30 times in a year, a very much increased amount

of accommodation should be given for every day in the year 1—But I have other

matters to state ; it is not only my own grievance,

1051. But you said in answer to a question which I put, that the runner is

sufficient for the correspondence of the district except for your journal ; but you

would
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would hardly expect that an additional conveyance should be put CD to run every Rev. / '

day for the sake of those journals ?—Most certainly not. -"• •**• t>°udnq)>

1052. Have you ever suggested to the surveyor that special facilities should

he provided for those particular days on which your journal is published :—No ; 9 Ju'7 l8-55'

but we have memorialised the postal authorities for a change of route, by which

several places might be accommodated at very little additional expense. For

example, there is a car which runs from Waterford to Dungarvan, going

through Kilmacthomas ; that leaves Waterford at two or thereabouts, bringing

the Dublin morning mail, and runs through to Dungarvan ; but neither we nor

the places near to us derive any advantage from that. We used to receive

our Waterford letters in one day, now they are two days ; instead of coming

direct from Waterford to Kilmacthomas, and thence to us. and to Stradbally,

they now go up to Carrick-on-Suir, and it takes us as long to hear from

Waterford as it does from London, though we are only 15 miles from it. It

is a large mining district, and there is a very considerable amount of money

which passes and repasses by this post.

1053. Mr. Liddell.} Do you distrust the security of that post?—I think it is a

very natural thing to distrust it.

1054. Viscount MonckJ] Have you ever heard of any money being lost upon

it ?—No ; but I know there was a case some few years ago, just before I went

to the district, in which some man was charged. I forget with what offence

now, but he acknowledged that a conspiracy had been entered into to stop the

mail between Kilmacthomas and Bonmahon.

105.5. Mr. LiddellJ] Did the evidence come out in court?—I think so.

1056. Viscount Monck.l Was the attempt made f—No ; but he stated that a

conspiracy had been formed, the carrying out of which was prevented.

1057. Chairman.'} Although much to the 'credit of the country, no such

attempt has ever been made yet. Independent of that, do you consider it is a

cause of great inconvenience to have remittances delayed by slow conveyances

and uncertain modes of transmission ?—I consider it is very hazardous ; the

mine-office was some years ago broken into, and a very considerable sum, 800 /.,

or 1,OOOZ. abstracted.

1058. In fact, person's credit might be ruined by the delay of one day ?—Yes.

1059. Viscount Monck.~\ I understood you to say that a car was allotted to you,

once a month, for the conveyance of your journal ?—Half-a-crown was allowed.

1060. Mr. Grogan.] For the purpose of carrying your journal from Bonmahon

to Kilmacthomas ?—Yes, but there they very often say, we have not room ; I

cannot rely upon it.

1061. Do you consider that a very liberal allowance ?—I do not. 1 have not

availed myself of it.

1062. You said your circulation was 2,000 and upwards a month ?—2,250.

1063. Do you pay a penny upon all of them?—Yes.

1064. What would that amount to ?—About 7 /. 10*. or 8 /.

1065. So that the Post-office receive monthly from you between 71. 10s. and

8 /. ?—That is the revenue.

1066. The revenue receives between 71. 10 s. and 8/. monthly from you; and

one department of the Government proposed to do you a service at the expense

of half-a-crown r—Yes.

1067. Mr. Wilson.] In what way does the revenue derive the sum of 71. 10*.

a month from you ?—Inasmuch as we have the regular Government stamp.

1068. You mean by that the usual stamp ?—The usual stamp.

1069. Is your publication what is called a newspaper, or was it a pamphlet?

—I thought it had on the die " Newspaper;" but it is precisely the same.

1070. Do you stamp the whole impression?—We stamp the whole im

pression.

1071. Are you obliged by law to stamp the whole impression ?—We do it for

the sake of conveyance, of course.

1072. If you had had a large number of subscribers in the town in which you

live, would you have stamped the publication for them?—No.

1073. Then you only stamp those which you send by post?—As I stated

before, we have not a large number of subscribers ; not above half-a-dozen in the

neighbourhood ; consequently it is not worth while to print on unstamped paper

for them.

0.62. K 1074. But
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Rev. 1 074. But it was perfectly voluntary whether you stamped or did not stamp ?

D. X. Doudney. —Yes. "

"~~ " 1 075. And you therefore stamped for the service you got by the stamp, namely,
9 July 1855. sending it through the Post-office?— Precisely.

1076. If you had chosen to send the journals in any other way unlike a news

paper, which was stamped compulsorily, yon might have done so. Your stamp

was voluntary ; you stamped only for the purpose of availing yourself of the

Post-office ?—Precisely so.

1077. Mr. Maguire.] Had you not as much right to the service of the Post-

office at the time as any other publication had ?—Undoubtedly.

1 078. Mr. Grogan.] Are you aware whether the stamp is absolutely necessary 1

— It was absolutely necessary for the conveyance by post.

1079. Are you aware whether, in point of law, it was absolutely necessary ?—

I do not think it was.

1080. You stated that there was a runner, or foot messenger employed ; what

distance does he go ?—I am ashamed to say that he goes upwards of 20 miles a day.

1081. Ten miles out, and 10 miles back?—Yes, Irish miles. It knocked one

man up ; he went into a consumption. The son of the postmaster of Kilmac-

thomas was appointed as runner from Kilmacthomas to Bonmahon, thence to

Stradbally, and back, and I think in less than 12 months he died. His brother

followed him, and he kept it up for a very few months, and was obliged to give it

up ; and now we have a fresh one.

1082. Do you know what wages he gets?—Either 1*. or 1 s. 2d. a day, I can

not say which.

1083. But it is not more than 1*. '2d. ?—It is not more than 1*. 2d.

1084. Is it 7s. a week, with the Sunday, or is the Sunday extra ?—Sunday is

extra, if they run on the Sunday.

1085. Is the money which is sent down for the payment of the men in the

mines sent by runner ?—It is sent in half notes ; one portion of the half notes is

sent, I think, to the bank in Waterford ; the police go on the morning of pay-day

for those half notes. Two police are sent upon the company's car to fetch the one

half, and the runner brings the other half.

J 086. Is it a monthly or weekly payment ?—They pay once a fortnight.

1087. Have you any idea of what is the amount?—The average amount monthly

isl,500/.

1088. Sir S. Northcote.~] Is it found difficult to get people to take the office

of runner, or is it an office much desired?—I think it could not be an office

very much desired.

1089. You do not know?—I do not.

1000. Mr. Liddell.] Have vacancies in the appointment of runner ever

remained open for a long time ?—I am not aware that they have.

1091. Mr. Wilson.] Who has the appointment ; do you know?—I do not.

1092. You say the postmaster had two sons, one succeeding the other?—One

son had it, and died. The other continued it for a few months, and then was

obliged to abandon it.

1093. Chairman] Have you anything else to mention to the Committee?—

I may speak of the very great delay.

1094. You are now going into the general case as regard all the inhabitants

of that district ?—Yes ; a letter passing from us has to be sent to Kilmacthomas,

thence to Carrick, and then down to Waterford.

1095. What time does it take to send a letter from Bonmahon to Waterford ?

—Two days.

1096. The distance of the direct route is 15 miles r—Yes.

1097. Does it take as long to get an answer?—It takes as long, unless it

happens to be posted before two o'clock in the afternoon ; if it is posted before

two, then we receive the letter the next morning.

1098. Mr. JVilson.] You said a short time ag;o that it took as long to get aa

answer from Waterford as from London ?- -Yes ; if we post a letter at two

o'clock in the day on Monday, it is received in London on Wednesday morning,

and it is precisely so with respect to Waterford. It takes the same time to send

a letter to Waterford and to get the reply as to London, unless they post the

reply before two o'clock ; then we should get it on the Thursday morning.

1099. You are speaking of two things now ; you first of all speak of the

time
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time it takes to convey a letter to Waterford and to London ?—If we post a

letter at Bonmahon at two o'clock, it reaches London on Wednesday at three D. A. Dovdney.

o'clock ; and so from Bonmahon to Waterford.

1 1 oo. Do you mean that if you post the letter at the same hour it does not 9 July l855-

arrive at Waterford till Wednesday morning?—It is not delivered till Wednesday

morning.

11 01. Is that the only mail conveyance you have in the day to Waterford ?—

If we sent it to Kilmacthomas, a distance of five Irish miles, before nine o'clock

in the morning, it would go in to Waterford.

1 102. Then that is the only mail you have to Waterford ?—Yes.

1 103. When does it arrive in Waterford ?—I suppose in the night ; but it is

not delivered till Wednesday morning.

1104. What is the distance ?—Fifteen English miles.

1105. Where is it during all that time; in the interval ?—I cannot say ; it

goes to Carrick.

11 06. Chairman.'] It goes from Carrick to Waterford ?—Yes.

1107. Mr. Wilson.~\ It is not delivered before Wednesday ?—Till within the

last few months it used to go by car from Kilmacthomas direct to Waterford,

but of late it has been changed ; and unless the reply is posted before two

o'clock in Waterford, instead of receiving it on the Thursday morning, we should

not receive it till the Friday. It must be posted before two o'clock, so as to

come by car, to go direct to Dungarvan.

1 108. But the people in Waterford who have your letters early on Wednesday

morning by the first delivery will have the whole morning before two o'clock to

send an answer, and therefore if they avail themselves of the return of post, you

will have it on Thursday morning ?—If they posted it before two o'clock we

should get it on the following morning.

1 109. When you say there would be the same time in returning a reply from

Waterford as a reply from London, you are assuming that your correspondent in

Waterford does not avail himself of the following mail ; that he does not answer

till the next day ?—Yes.

1110. Are you not aware that there are several departures from Waterford in

the course of a day ?—There may be.

1111. And therefore, if a person does not post his letter to suit the departure

to a certain place, but posts his letter after the time, it must necessarily wait till

the following day ?—Yes, it must wait.

1112. Do you know how early in the morning the first delivery in Waterford

takes place i—I think about eight o'clock in the morning.

1113. Is there not abundant time between eight in the morning and two in the

afternoon to answer any letters that may come from your part of the country ?

—But even that would be three days ; that does not affect us in sending to

Waterford ; it does not shorten the time:

1 1 14. But I now refer to the observation which you made, that it requires the

same time to have a reply from Waterford that it does a reply from London ;

you state you have the reply from London on the Friday morning ?—Yes.

1115. You now say you would have a reply from Waterford on the Thursday

morning, if your correspondent avails himself of the time he has from eight in

the morning till two in the afternoon to answer it ?—Yes, I so stated.

1116. Mr. Grogan.'\ At what time would a letter dispatched from Waterford

at two o'clock in the afternoon be delivered to you in Bonmahon?—At half-

past ten the next morning.

1117. Then it is from two o'clock in the afternoon till half-past ten the next

morning going 15 miles ?—Yes.

1118. Chairman.] How is it conveyed from Kilmacthomas?—By runner.

1119. I thought you said you had to employ a runner ?—The mining com

pany have at times ; they have very frequently had to send a runner to Kilmac

thomas, and frequently into Waterford.

1 1 20. But there is no mode of conveyance, no postal conveyance, by which

a letter from Bonmahon to Waterford would arrive there sooner than the

second day ?—Certainly not sooner than the second day under any circum

stances.

1121. Is there anything else which you wish to state ?—If I may be allowed,

I will quote from a letter 1 received the day I left, from Mr. Walsh, the agent of

Lord Ormond, in reference to the time occupied between Kilkenny and Bon

0-62. K 2 mahon,
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Rtv. mahon, and one or two other places. It takes two days for a letter to reach us from

D. A. Doudney. Kilkenny, which is 36 miles. Mr. Walsh says, " I am sorry to say to you, that

the inconveniences you all complain of in this district by the present extraordi-

0 July 1855. nary and most vexatious postal arrangements, are felt with equal annoyance

throughout a great portion of the county of Kilkenny, although recently there has

been a slight improvement. It took four days to communicate between the

towns of Carrick-on-Suir and Kilkenny, about 20 miles distant. It takes the

same time at present to communicate between Carrick-on-Suir and Callen, 12

miles distant. At present it takes two days to bring a letter from Kilkenny here,

about 36 miles, which is a great inconvenience to me, and two days from Car

rick-on-Suir to this place, distant about 14 miles." That was a mistake, because,

in consequence of the change, we get our letters from Carrick in one day.

1122. Mr. Grogan.] Whence is that letter dated?—From Bonmahon, where

the agent is at present staying. He says, " I could go on with a great many other

instances, but it may be sufficient to say, that the greatest inconvenience has

been felt throughout the southern portions of Kilkenny and Tipperary. in conse

quence of the very ill-arranged postal communication through that district with

two railways at full work. I have been been constantly obliged to send messages

from my place (near Piltown) to Kilkenny and Callen, in place of sending by

the post.''

1 123. Were the directors of this mining company aware that you were coming

over here as evidence, and did they communicate with you upon the inconvenience

they suffer ?—Not specially, because it has been a matter of long standing, and

a well-known grievance.

1 1 24. Mr. I)e Vere.] I believe that letter you have just put in contains a

serious inaccuracy as to a matter of fact?—It does, with regard to Carrick.

1125. Will you state what the inaccuracy is?—In consequence of the late

change, we get our letters from Carrick in one day instead of, as before, in two ;

but, of course, Waterford is much more important to us than Carrick.

Mr. W.Kennedy.

Mr. Wilson Kennedy, called in ; and Examined.

1126. Chairman.'] YOU are residing in Clonmel?—Yes.

1127. In what position are you?—I have been a director of the Tipperary

Bank for some years.

1128. Are you able to state from your knowledge the nature of the postal

arrangements in Clonmel connected with Dublin or Waterford, or any other

part of the district referred to this Committee for inquiry ?—Yes.

1 1 29. Will you state those arrangements to the Committee, if you please ?—

The postal communication with Waterford, previously to the railway being

opened, was a day mail by a four-horse car of Bianconi's, which reached Clonmel,

I think, about seven o'clock.

1130. The delivery took place in the evening?—The delivery took place in

the evening ; the second conveyance was a four -horse mail-coach running from

Waterford to Limerick, which left Waterford about half-past seven in the

evening.

1131. About three to four hours later dispatch?—Yes ; it reached Clonmel,

I think, about half-past eleven at night, and went on to Limerick ; there was a

regular conveyance every night by a four-horse coach.

1 132. Viscount Monck.~\ When were those letters delivered ; the next morning :

—Yes, they were delivered the next morning, of course ; they reached at half-past

eleven at night.

1133. Chairman.'] Both those conveyances passed through the town of

Carrick-on-Suir?—Yes, both those conveyances passed through the town of

Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, Cahir and Tipperary, and went into Limerick.

1 1 34. Viscount Monck.~\ At what time did the first leave Waterford ?—At

three o'clock in the afternoon, and the other at half-past seven.

1 1 35. Chairman.'] Will you state how the return was ?— I cannot exactly

quote the return of the day car, but it conveyed the day post to Waterford.

1136. Did it arrive in Waterford about ten or eleven o'clock?—I think, if I

remember rightly, the post went about three o'clock from Clonmel by a four-horse

car, and the mail-coach passed through Clonmel from Limerick about one in the

morning.

1137. So that in every 24 hours you had two direct mails from Waterford to

Clonmel,
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Clonmel, and back again 1—Yes, and most satisfactory communication in every Mr. W. Kennedy

way.

1 138. What is the case now ?—The case at present is, that a car leaves Water- 9 July l855-

ford at half-past four o'clock in the evening, that car reaches Clonmel at 20

minutes past eight, and there is no delivery that night in the town, of those

letters.

1139. Mr. Wilson.] Can you get your letters by sending for them ?—Yes.-

1 140. Chairman.'] At what hour can you get them by sending for them ?—

The Post-office is opened at 45 minutes past eight, until nine o'clock, and if

you send within that 1 5 minutes, and there should be a letter for you, you will

get it.

1 141 . Does every one in the town send at that hour ?—I do not know, indeed ;

I should think not.

1142. Is there any extra payment for that quarter of an hour's delivery by

going to the post-office?—None.

1143. It is merely a matter of accommodation by the postmaster?—I under

stand that any person, no matter whether he has a box or not, can get his

letters during that 15 minutes, if he choose to send for them, which is different

from the other post.

1 144. Viscount Monde."] Do men in business generally send for their letters

at that hour ?— I declare I do not know ; I do not send for mine.

1 145. I suppose, as a banker, it is no great object to you to get your letters

at that hour; it would suit you to get them as well next morning?—Letters

arriving after the bank hours are of no use to the banker.

1 146. Mr. F. Scully.] There is a general delivery at Clonmel during the day,

is there not?—There is.

1147. Chairman.'] Instead of the two mails which you had from Waterford,

before the present mail was established, you have only this one?— That is the

only one.

1148. Supposing that mail arrived an hour before, would there be a delivery

through the town?—I should think there would. That mail arrives after the

post-office is closed for making up the Dublin and London mails ; consequently

they are engaged in sorting the mails at. the very time that it arrives.

i 149. Then, in point of fact, the arrival of that mail might as well be deferred

until any hour the next morning before six ?—For all practical purposes I con

sider it is very useless.

1 1 50. Is not that the mail that takes on your letters to Dublin ?—That mail

arrives at 20 minutes past eight, and the other leaves for Dublin at 45 minutes

past eight.

1151. The mail that takes your letters to Dublin is a continuation of the

same mail ?—There is another car which goes on at 4.3 minutes past eight to

Goold's Cross.

1152. It is the same mail taking the letters for Dublin, and Limerick, and

Cork, and all the other places, from the intermediate towns between Clonmel

and Waterford ?—Yes ; it brings the letters for Cork, and those places south of

Goold's Cross, leaving Waterford at half-past four.

1153. And from the intermediate towns between Waterford and Clonmel it

also brings the Dublin and London letters ?—I cannot answer as to that, but I

rather think that the Carrick letters do not come that way ; I am not sure of

that.

1 1 54. Therefore that mail, as to arriving the next morning, would fail in

all its purposes of being a continuous mail across the country ?— I am speaking

so far as the mail from Waterford is concerned.

1155. Supposing the mail car at Clonmel terminated its journey in Clonmel,

it would be of no use that night for the inhabitants generally ?—Of very little

service. That mail returns, on the arrival of the mail from Goold's Cross, at

45 minutes past three in the morning ; and that is the only mail they have to

Waterford.

1 156. So that, if you want to answer by return of post, you must go to the

post-office between 45 minutes past eight and nine for your letter, and return an

answer the same night ?—Yes.

11.57. Do the people of Clonmel sit up all night to carry on their corre

spondence?—! am not aware that they do. It also brings the letters from

Carrick-on-Suir, and takes them in the same way.

0.62. K 3 1158. That
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Mr. W.Kennedy. 1158. That is for Clonmel ?—Yes.

11.59- Can you state anything as to the postal communication with Dublin

9 July 1855. and London?—For the postal communication with Dublin and London, the

night mail leaves at 45 minutes past eight, and goes by a single horse car to

Goold's Cross.

1 1 60. What distance ?—A distance of about 23 miles ; and that car reaches

Goold's Cross about 12 ; then, in about three hours, the mails arriving in Clonmel

from London and Dublin, come from the same place, leaving Goold's Cross

about 12.

1161. About 12 at night?—Yes.

1 162. That is what you call the night mail?—The night mail.

1163. This car, which takes the mail from Clonmel to Dublin and London,

arrives at Goold's Cross at about midnight, and then comes back again at the same

hour with the mails from Dublin and London ?—Yes.

1 1 64. That mail arrives at Clonmel at what hour ?—At about three o'clock in

the morning.

1165. And then that car goes on, and is your only mail car conveyance to

Waterford :—The car starts upon the arrival of that, and goes on through

Carrick-on-Suir to Waterford ; a one-horse car.

1166. So that, if you have not your letters in the post before three o'clock in

the morning, you must wait till the next day ?—Yes ; the letters which arrive at

eight in the evening are not delivered by the postman till the following morning.

You can answer at any time during the day ; and that letter remains until the

following morning at 45 minutes past three, and then it goes forward to Carrick-

on-Suir, or to Waterford.

1167. Mr. Wilson.] So that a letter dispatched from Waterford on Monday

evening would not have a reply in Waterford, unless it were called for at Clonmel

at night, before Wednesday morning ?—Yes.

1 168. One day intervening?—Yes ; a letter posted before 4. 30 in Waterford

will receive a reply, I think, about half-past eight on Wednesday morning in

Waterford.

1169. But if a person calls for his letter at the post-office at Clonmel at

night, a reply may be received in Waterford the following morning at halt-past

eight?—If he calls for his letter during the 15 minutes that are allowed, he

may write a reply during the niglit, and post it before three o'clock, and it may

reach his correspondent the next morning at Waterford.

1170. Then the post-office is open during the night?—Yes; I have myself

posted letters as late as 11 or 12 o'clock, and I believe those letters are for

warded.

1171. C'h airman.'] With reference to the Dublin and London day mail, what

is the arrangement ?—With reference to our day mail, until about a month ago,

our day mail arrived in Clonmel at half-past four to half-past five o'clock j it was

very irregular in coming by the same one-horse conveyance.

1 172. Mr. Wilson.] How does it arrive now ?—Being fine weather since then,

it arrives at three, or half-past three.

1 1 73. Is the difference of weather the only cause of the earlier arrival ?—

I said there had been a change made in the last month.

1 1 74. What is the hour at which it ought to arrive now?—Three o'clock; the

hour at which it ought to have arrived before, was 10 minutes before four.

1 1 7.5. It is advanced by 50 minutes ?— Yes.

1176. Mr. F. Scully J] What hour did it arrive before?—During the winter I

generally received my letters at half-past five to six o'clock in the evening.

1 1 77. That is in the winter season ?—That is in the winter season.

1 178. Now, during the summer season, there is more regularity in the arrival

of the car at Clonmel ?—There is.

1179. ^° y°u consider there will be the same irregularity next winter in the

arrival of the car ?—I consider there has been the same irregularity in the winter

ever since they commenced the arrangement of that car.

1180. Mr. Wilson.'] At what time do you receive your Dublin letters? — Since

the last month I have received my letters generally about 4 to 10 minutes

past four o'clock ; I have ma-'ked the time.

1181. Then you have for the reply up to eight o'clock in the evening ?—Until

a quarter to eight o'clock.

1 182. The post closes at eight ?—Yes.

1183. It
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1 1 83. It does not depart till 45 minutes past eight ?—Till 45 minutes past Mr. W. Kennedy.

eight but it closes at a quarter before eight. —

1 184. Mr. F. Scully.} That is supposing the car to arrive in Clonmel at the 9 July 1855.

regular time fixed by the Post-office ?—Yes.

1185. But your opinion is, that is not likely to happen during the winter, and

that those cars will not arrive punctually at the time appointed ?—I know that

as a matter of fact, I believe they have not arrived during the winter at any time

until almost an hour after their proper time.

1 186. Mr. Ji'ilson.~\ Have you a day mail to Dublin?—We have.

1 1 87. At what time does that leave r—The receiver for posting letters by the

day mail was closed at 10 minutes before nine in the morning until about a

month ago.

1188. When is it closed now?—At 9. 45.

1189. A quarter to 10?—Yes; this change has been recently made, I may

say, in consequence of a statement sent at the request of Lord Canning, after the

deputation here waited upon him in the month of March last. A change was

made, giving 50 minutes more to post the day mail letters, and a 50 minutes*

earlier receipt, but entailing the necessity of our day communication being cut off

with Cork, Limerick, and all towns south of Goold's Cross, so that now we have

no day mail with those places, nor is there any day mail from Waterl'ord or

Carrick with those places.

i ipo. Chairman.] In point of fact, for the time you have saved with regard to

the Dublin and London mail, you have abandoned the day communication

with Cork, Limerick, and other parts of Ireland to the west and south ?—

We have gained 50 minutes in the receipt of the day mail and have 50 minutes

more to post our letters by the day mail, but have given up all communica

tion with places south of Goold's Cross by day mail. After that, I addressed a

letter to Lord Canning, stating this grievance, which I did at Lord Canning's

request, having mentioned them to him ; the Inspector called upon me at

Clonmel, asking me whether I would consider it, for the benefit of the district,

more desirable that the mail should arrive 50 minutes earlier and the receiver be

open 50 minutes longer in the morning, cutting off all the day communication

with those towns, or allow the mails to remain as at present. I stated that I did

not wish to answer that question, inasmuch as it was not for me to take upon

myself to make such a decision ; but I considered it would not remedy our

grievance. If, however, he asked me which would be preferable, I certainly

considered it would be more desirable to receive our Dublin and London corre

spondence earlier, giving 50 minutes more for answering it, than to have a day

communication with the towns south of Goold's Cross.

1191. You say that since the departure of your mail in the morning has been

postponed for 50 minutes, you have lost your communication with the south of

Ireland ?—The day mail, and that is lost also from Waterford and Carrick.

iig-2. Is the cause of that circumstance, that your mail now, by leaving

Clonmel 50 minutes later, does not arrive at Goold's Cross in time for the day mail

down from Dublin to Cork ?—Yes, which might be remedied by sending it by

railway, and meeting the train at the junction.

1 1 93. Then connected with the earlier arrival of your day mail, is the loss of

that postal communication ?—Yes.

1 1 94. You might still have the day mail from Dublin at this earlier time,

without affecting in any way that communication ?—By railway, but the car

which formerly left 50 minutes earlier, reached Goold's Cross in time for the down

day-mail train as well as the up day-mail train, that is the down day mail from

Dublin as well as the up day mail from Cork, consequently there was a day mail

to Cork and Limerick, and those places, from Clonmel ; now the car arrives after

that train has passed Goold's Cross, consequently the day-mail communication

is cut off.

1 1 95. That has nothing whatever to do with the earlier arrival in the afternoon,

that only refers to the morning ?—In the same way the earlier arrival in the

afternoon cut off the day mail from Cork, that car leaving about 50 minutes

before its arrival, which could all be remedied by the trains meeting at the junc

tion from Cork, Dublin, Limerick, and Waterford.

1196. Mr. F. Scully.] Which they do at present?—They do at present meet

at the junction.

1 197. And there are trains running from those places?—There are.

0.62. K 4 1198. But
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Mr. W. Kennedy. 1 198. But they do not carry the mails?—That has been stated.

1199. Chairman.] Another advantage that will be derived from that, would he

9 July 1855. this> that you would gain considerably in the time of the arrival of the day mail

at Clonmel, and the time of the dispatch from Clonmel ?—We should simply gain

this, that if those mails were sent by railway to the junction where the four

mails meet, and offer the most perfect facility for communication from all parts

of the country, we could receive business and banking letters in time to answer

them after banking business had commenced, and therefore the letters from

London would in effect reach us a day earlier if we had that increased facility.

1 200. In pojnt of fact, what you complain of is, that you have not the use of

the day trains ?:—We complain of that as one thing.

1:201. What we are speaking of now has only reference to the day trains?—

I understand it has only reference to the day trains.

1202. With reference to the improvement of what is called the day communi

cation between London and Clonmel ?—Yes, the letters posted in London at four

o'clock forwarded by the five o'clock dispatch, would reach Clonmel by that train

which comes at present in sufficient time for all business communication.

l 203. At what hour ?—I quote from the time-table of this month which I hold

in my hand ; it would arrive in Clonmel at two o'clock on the following day, in

time for all banking business.

1204. Mr. Wilson.] Instead of that, now it does not arrive till a quarter to

four ?—Instead of that the nominal hour is three o'clock by the one-horae car.

1 205. It would arrive at two instead of three ?—Yes.

1 206. Chairman.] And it would bring you all the Cork and Limerick and

south of Ireland correspondence, which is now cut off ?—Yes.

1207. Mr. Wilson] Those London letters arriving now at three, you have

nevertheless till a quarter to eight in the evening to answer ?—Not for banking

communications, inasmuch as the banks are closed at three o'clock.

1208. But closing the bank does not prevent the answering the letter?—It

prevents us answering it for all banking purposes.

1 209. Are you now speaking of merchants as well as bankers ?—I am speaking

of merchants doing that business with the banks.

1210. If you as a banker receive a letter from your London correspondent,

can you answer it the same day ?—Of course I can ; but if it arrives at three

o'clock you cannot get the letter delivered till four, and the public cannot have

the benefit of receiving remittances from London and Liverpool, and, making

use of them that day with the banks, which they could do by another arrange

ment.

1211. Viscount Monck.] You do no business after three o'clock at the banks ?

—No.

1212. Mr. F. Scully.] At what hour do you commence in the morning?—At

ten.

1213. Mr. Wilson] Suppose the banks kept open till five, they might avail

themselves of the day mail then ?—There are four banks in the town of Clonmel,

and I believe the Bank of Ireland governs pretty much the hours of closing, and

they close at three o'clock.

1214. When people are expecting the Post-office to do everything, both by

night and by day, for the convenience of the public, no matter what the expense,

would it be a very great hardship for the banks if it was a very great convenience

to their customers, that they should keep open tiU five o'clock ?—I do not believe

that bankers can change their hours in the way railways do ; they close at three

o'clock all over Ireland.

1215. Are you aware at what hours the banks in London close ?—I believe they

close at four o'clock, but 1 know all the banks in Ireland close at three o'clock; you

can transact no business with a banker in any town in Ireland after three

o'clock.

1216. For how many years has that lasted?—To my knowledge, as long as I

remember ; for 20 years.

1217. Twenty years ago what was your postal communication with London :

—I have not been in Clonmel 20 years.

1218. Supposing that the Post-office had adhered to its old arrangements, and

had given the public no greater convenience for the whole of that 20 years,

•would not the public have had great reason to complain ?—I do not think that

that
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that can be considered a very fair question, inasmuch as I conceive we have very Mr. W. Kennedy.

much greater facilities now, than we had for the Post-office operations formerly.

1219. Chairman.'] Would you have no reason to complain if the Post-office 9 July l855-

stood still for 20 years, without making any progress at all ?—I should have,

certainly, and so would 99 out of every 100.

1H2O. Mr. Wttson.~\ If, under the altered circumstances of the country, and

the great change that has taken place in trade, the necessity there has been of

saving time, and of giving every facility in its power, the Post-office had done

nothing, would you not have great reason to complain that the Post-office had

given you no additional facilities for the last 20 years ?—Certainly.

1221. If there be so obvious a convenience to be given to the public by

an establishment, like a bank, by keeping open for two hours longer, would it

be an unreasonable thing for the bank to give its customers those additional

facilities ?—That is a question for the Governors and Directors of the Bank

of Ireland. I cannot profess to give any opinion as to keeping open their

offices ; all I know is, that after three o'clock you can do no banking business at

present.

1222. With the present arrangements of the Post-office, if you had your

banks open till five o'clock you could do banking business, and receive and reply

to letters by return of post ?—No doubt.

1223. Chairman.] Do you think it is more convenient to look to the Post-

office for a change than to the banks ?—I think the Post-office could make the

change without any trouble.

1224. Mr. Wilson.] Do you complain at all about the night post?—Very

much.

1225. Why?—Because it goes by one-horse car, and on a route on which

there is never a passenger; we consider it a most insecure mode of con

veyance.

1226. Do you make any complaint in point of time?—In point of time, we

receive our letters by the night mail, so far as London and Dublin are concerned,

by this conveyance in good time.

1227. You receive your Dublin and Liverpool letters early in the morning,

and have the whole day to answer them, and the mail leaves again at 45 minutes

past 8 at night?—The London letters and the Liverpool letters posted in the

evening, reach by the day mail about three o'clock.

1228. The letters posted in London at five o'clock?—Yes.

1229. Therefore all your Liverpool letters and London letters posted by the

five o'clock mail in London reach you by the day mail of next day ?—No ;

Liverpool letters posted at any hour during the evening leave at nine o'clock in

the evening, and those letters reach us at three o'clock in the day ; whereas the

London letters posted at that hour do not reach us by the same post.

1 230- But the London letters, posted at five o'clock, reach you with the Liver

pool letters ?—Yes.

1.231. The great bulk of the Liverpool letters and the London letters, posted

by five o'clock from London, reach you at three the next day -—They do ; but

I do not think there is any mail except the one from Liverpool at nine o'clock.

1232. Still the Liverpool letters reach you at the same time ?—Yes, at three

o'clock.

1233. So that you have the remainder of that day to reply to Liverpool or to

London ?—The Liverpool letters are delivered about four o'clock ; but it is as to

their being delivered in time for the business of the day that I am now speaking.

We have from four o'clock up to eight o'clock to answer the Liverpool letters.

^234. Do you use the night or the day mail chiefly, for the London letters ?—

I should say the night mail at present is almost the only mail used for the Liver

pool letters.

1 235. At what time does it arrive in Dublin ?—About four o'clock in the

morning,

1236. Therefore, those letters would be in time for the first mail to London,

which does not leave till one o'clock ?—In time for the one o'clock mail.

1237. What time does your morning mail arrive in Dublin?—At five o'clock,

our day mail ; and if we had an opportunity of answering the letters that reach

us in the morning by the day mail, which we could have if conveyed by railway,

inasmuch as that railway does not leave until about ten minutes past eleven ; we

0.62. " L could
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. Kennedy, could answer those letters immediately, which would reach London about ten

o'clock the next day.

'^38. What time is your morning mail delivered?—I receive my letters at

my house from eight to ten minutes past eight.

1 239. Those are the letters posted in London, when ?—Two days before.

1 240. The letters that are now posted in London at five in the day, you receive

the following day at three ?—Yes, by the five o'clock express train from London.

1241. You have until a quarter to eight to reply to those letters, in order to

catch the first mail from Dublin the next day ?—No ; if you answer that night,

the letter lies in Dublin, I believe, until one o'clock the next day, before it leaves

Dublin.

1 242. If you miss that, you have still an opportunity of posting the letter

before a quarter to ten the next morning, which arrives in Dublin in time for the

evening mail to London, arriving at one o'clock the next day in London ?—I

think so ; but I may mention, that I do not think there is one letter in every

100 posted in London for that five o'clock mail ; I think the great bulk of letters

are posted in London, and leave by the nine o'clock mail ; I am almost sure

of it.

1 243. All those which are posted in London by the nine o'clock mail do not

reach you till the morning of the second day?—If they are posted on Monday,

they reach us at eight o'clock on Wednesday morning.

1 244. Mr. F. Scully.] If you reply to that letter, at what time will the answer

reach London ?—If I answer it in the regular course of the post, as a banking

letter, it leaves at eight o'clock in the evening of Wednesday, and arrives on

Friday morning for the deliveries in London.

1245. Mr. JVilson.'] When you say there is not one letter in 100 that

leaves London by the five o'clock mail, but that they go by the nine o'clock mail,

are you aware that the five o'clock mail was put on for the express purpose of

enabling those letters to reach Dublin in time for those letters to go on by the

day mail ?—1 am aware of it, but I know the great bulk of the letters from

London, either from bankers or mercantile houses, leave London at nine o'clock

in the evening.

1 246. Then your opinion is, that the five o'clock mail is not of much use ?—

It is not much used, but I think it of very great service.

1 247. Supposing that its object is to enable letters to Clonmel and other

parts of Ireland to leave Dublin by the day mails, your opinion is, that it is not

much used for that purpose f—My opinion certainly is. that in practice there

are not many people who are aware of it ; in iact, I know it, for I have spoken

to many, and they do not know it.

1 248. Mr. F. Scully J] Is not that very much owing to the Post-office not taking

advantage of the railway ?—I do not know that that would make any difference.

1249. Would not that mail be delivered in Clonmel much sooner if conveyed

by railway ?—There is no doubt it would be delivered in time for our merchants

making use of their remittances received from Liverpool and London, which are

very large.

1 250. It is practically useless at present in consequence of the late hour of

delivery?—Practically useless at present, so far as being available for their

purposes.

1 251 . Therefore the five o'clock mail from London might be made very useful

if delivered earlier in Clonmel?—I consider it might not only be very useful,

but it would be a most important mail if the merchants in London would only

make use of it.

1252. Mr. Grogan.] Do I correctly understand you to say that a letter

dispatched from London by the five o'clock evening mail, to-night for instance,

will reach Clonmel at three to-morrow •—It will reach Clonmel at three ; at

least the post-office time for the arrival of the mail is three o'clock.

1253. -At what time would it be delivered?—For the last week I have marked

the time ; they are delivered from four, to ten minutes past four.

1254. What time does your return morning mail start?—Until about a month

ago it left at twenty minutes past nine ; at present the post-office is closed at

forty-five minutes past nine.

1 255. At what time does the bank open ?—At ten o'clock, and closes at

three.

1 256. Consequently any communication conveyed to you by the mail starting

from
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from London at five o'clock could not possibly be in Clonmel in time for banking Mr. W. Ktfmedy.

business next day :—No. _______

1257. Is that the reason why bankers in London do not use that communi- -9^1/1855.

cation ?—I cannot say that ; but I believe many people do not know it.

1x58. Would that state of things, in your opinion, be likely to account for

the mail not being so much used as it possibly might ?—I could not say that that

is the cause.

1259. Chairman.'] Still the day-mail is of very great use to the public gene

rally, and they send a great many letters by it ?—I should say it will not become

really useful until such time as it can be conveyed by the railway. For instance,

if we had until a quarter to eleven to write by the day mail, I should consider

it greatly more valuable, in fact, really valuable : but at present it is not so.

1 260. Mr. Wilson.] You now talk of the day mail to Dublin ?—Yes.

1 261. But as to the day mail down r—The day mail down would reach Clonmel

at such time as could be used for all banking and commercial purposes, if con

veyed by railway.

1262. Are you aware that the railway is used for the day mail from Dublin as

far as Goold's Cross already :—Yes.

1263. Therefore, you do not suggest that any saving of time could be made

between Dublin and Goold's Cross :—No.

1 264. Therefore, the whole difference of time that could make the five o'clock

day mail available or not available, would be the difference made by railway

between Goold's Cross and Clonmel ?—That is nearly the case, but it is not

exactly so, inasmuch as the mail would arrive always at two o'clock, unless

in case of accident ; whereas in winter, from what I have seen myself, that mail

is not practically delivered till an hour after the nominal time, so that it would

make two hours difference.

1265. Mr. F. Scully.'] Do you think it is insecure to carry the mail by a

one-horse car?—We know that the mail bags have been found in a field

between Cashel and Clonmel by the police, within 24 hours after they should

have been delivered.

1 266. Chairman.'] How often has that occurred ?—I believe that has occurred

two or three times within the last few years ; not exactly that the mails were

found in a field, but I know one case where the boy was found in a ditch, and the

police got the horse, which was very properly proceeding on its journey, and I

believe they stopped him at the police-station.

1267. What became of the bags?—The bags were in the car ; the horse was

without a driver, conveying the mails very satisfactorily, I believe.

1268. What were the cases where the bags were found in a field ?—There was

one case on a Sunday; the bags were afterwards, I understand, found in a field

towards evening ; the London sack was found over in a field somewhere about

half-way between Cashel and Rosegreen, the boy having fallen asleep, I believe,

and fallen into the ditch ; the bags tumbled off the car.

11269. Mr. Wilson.'] You know this by hearsay ?—I know it for a fact, because

I went to look for my letters. I was obliged on the Sunday to advise parties

that the mail bag was lost ; I know large numbers were obliged to do the same ;

I know the whole place was in a state of ferment about it.

1 270. Chairman.'] What was the age of that boy r—That is some time ago ;

the car comes in at such an hour that I do not see the boy. I may mention that

the reason I consider the conveyance insecure is this, that the mail comes in the

middle of the night ; it comes along a road where there are no passengers, con

sequently, if you have a person driving that car who does not receive gratuities

from passengers, but comes in fact simply with the mail, you cannot get the

same zeal, and he is liable to fall asleep. And it is to be supposed he is not paid

so high wages as a driver who has a good coach.

1271. Is it the same driver that goes to Goold's Cross and returns again ?—I

do not know.

1272. Viscount Monck^] Have you ever heard of anything valuable being lost

in the cars ; any money ?—I do not know that I have ; the bags were lost, it is

true ; they were afterwards found in a field ; but I must say, we did not owe it

to the Post-office, but to the honesty of the people in this district, that those bags

were found, or we should not have seen anything of the letters. Those bags

often contain money and bills. I know myself that I have sent 20,000 /. in bills

by that conveyance.

0.62. L 2 1273. Chairman.']
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{. W. Kennedy,

9 July 1855.

1273. C/iairman.] Is it any loss to people to have their letters and money

delayed for 24 hours ?—I do not think that it is any advantage, especially with

people who have banking transactions ; it is not a very satisfactory thing, I think.

Although, during the snow, the whole of the trains arrived regularly, yet for

three or four days there was no communication by that one-horse car ; and

I know on one or two of those days the mails were in a cabin on the side of the

road for 24 hours.

1274. Mr. Wilson.] You say there are no passengers by this car?—I should

certainly say, none ; there may be such a thing.

1 275. Suppose there were a train put on at night, the only object of the train

would be to carry the letters, instead of employing the car :—That is a question

for the railway company. I should say there would be passengers. 1 should

have often gone by the train myself, if there had been a train on.

1276. Mr. De Vere.] It does not follow that because there are no passengers

by this one-horse car by this roundabout route, there would be no passengers by

a train going at a similar hour ?—I should say one reason why there are no

passengers is, because it goes at such an hour in the night ; and it is not a direct

road.

1277. Mr. Wilson.'] What is the latest train from Clonmel to Dublin at night?

—It leaves Clonmel at four o'clock in the afternoon.

1278. Therefore, if I were going to Dublin, I have nothing later than four

o'clock to go by at present ?—I think not ; there is no train after four o'clock at

present.

1 279. Mr. F. Scully.] There is a great deal of intercourse between Clonmel

and the surrounding towns of Tipperary and Carrick-on-Suir. Can you give the

Committee an idea of the. amount of business done in these towns ?—To speak of

Tipperary first; in the town of Tipperary, I should say, at the present time, there

are about 3,000 /. a day paid out for butter alone.

1280. What is the case at Carrick-on-Suir •—At Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel,

and Tipperary there at least 6,000 1. a day paid out, and remittances received for

it from London to those various places.

1281. Those merchants are seriously injured by the present arrangements r—

Yes.

1282. Mr. H. Herbert.] Do you consider there is any analogy between the

convenience of travelling by railway and on one of those one-horse cars ; I believe

there is a mail to Edinburgh, is there not, which is frequented by passengers ?—

I think so.

1283. Do you think there would be many passengers, if for that train there

was a one-horse car going round by Liverpool, and stopping at York ?—I should

think there never would be one.

1284. Mr. F. Scully.] With respect to the communication between the towns

in the county of Tipperary and Clonmel, are you acquainted with the towns of

Killenaule and Ballingarry ?—Yes.

1285. How far are they asunder ?—I believe about seven miles.

1 286. What course would a letter take in travelling between those two towns?

—I know from Mr. Golding, a grand juror, who told me, three or four

days ago, that he wanted to post a letter to Ballingarry from Killenaule, a dis

tance of seven miles ; he stated that that letter left Killenaule in the evening

and went to Thurles, from Thurles to Dublin, by the mail, and arrived the fol

lowing morning in Dublin, and left there in the evening for Maryborough by

mail ; then by two-horse car to Kilkenny ; then a one-horse car to Callan ;

and, finally, reached Ballingarry by a foot boy, a distance of about seven miles,

in 48 hours.

1287. Forty-eight hours in the transit?—Forty-eight hours going ; and the

answer reached on the morning of the fifth day.

1288. It took five days to send a letter seven miles :—Yes ; and to get an

answer.

1289. How many miles did it travel ?—The letter and the answer about 400

miles.

1 290. Have you ever been residing at Tramore or Dunmore ?—I was living

for a month in Tramore in September last.

1291. You are acquainted with Cashel, and the neighbourhood of Cashel, I

believe ?—Yes.

1292. At present, what is the time it takes to convey a letter from Tramore

to
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to the neighbourhood of Cashel, for instance, to Golden ? —I should say to MF- W. Kerinedj.

Golden, a letter posted in Tramore during the day would reach and be delivered —

in Golden the second morning by the day mail from Dublin ; it would travel to 9 July 1855.

Dublin, go down by the day mail to Cashel, be there all night, and be delivered

in Golden the second day.

1293. The distance between that place being about 45 miles ?—Yes.

1 294. And railway nearly the whole way t—Yes.

1295. Supposing you were to send that letter by rail, it would be delivered

in Golden that evening ?—I should think so.

1296. It takes two days in getting there, and the same time in replying

through the post?—Yes; and I may just mention here, that when residing

there, I generally received about five letters every morning from Clonmel, and

for five mornings those letters did not reach me until the second morning after

being posted in Clonmel. In consequence of the car leaving Clonmel at some

43 minutes past 3, being late for the mail train to Tramore, those letters re

mained in Waterford 24 hours, and came out to me the following morning.

1297. You stated just now, from hearsay, the course of communication

between Killenaule and Ballingarry ?—Yes.

1 298. Are you are acquainted, from your own knowledge, with the delays

which take place between Clonmel and those small towns in the neighbourhood ?

—Yes ; and I am quite convinced that the statement about Killenaule and Bal

lingarry is perfectly correct. I have no doubt about it.

1299. Chairman.] Can you give any information respecting the correspon

dence with the county of Clare and county of Kerry, connected with Clonmel ?—

At present the mail is conveyed from the Junction to Limerick by coach.

1300. Mr. De Verel\ Perhaps you will be so good as to trace the progress of

a letter which starts from Waterford, intended for Limerick ; you have, in the

previous part of your evidence, traced it as far as Clonmel ; will you go on from

that point to Limerick with the letter?—A letter posted in time for the car

leaving Waterford at half-past four o'clock, is conveyed to Clonmel. The letters

there are all sorted, and it is conveyed to Goold's Cross by this one-horse car,

reaches Goold's Cross about 12 o'clock, is then conveyed by the railway from

Goold's Cross to the Limerick Junction, and is then taken on by a two-horse

coach.

1301. What time does it reach the Junction?—It reaches the Junction at

2 minutes past 12 at night.

1302. You said the car reached Goold's Cross at that time ?—I cannot be sure

of that. I see the train is at Goold's Cross at 34 minutes past 11, and that car

reaches in time for that train.

1 303. It reaches the Junction at what time ? —It arrives at 2 minutes past 12

at the Junction.

1304. It then goes by car to Limerick ?—Yes, from the Junction to Limerick.

1305. What time does it get to Limerick?— I should suppose it reaches

Limerick about three o'clock.

1 306. A letter which leaves Waterford at half-past four arrives in Limerick at

three o'clock ?—About three o'clock the next morning, provided it be posted at

that time in Waterford ; but if posted after four, it will go to Dublin.

1307. Mr. Wickham.] When will it be delivered in Limerick, going round by

Dublin ?—It will go down by the day mail, which leaves Dublin about half-past

eight, and will reach Limerick about two o'clock the following day.

1308. Mr. De Vere.] What time would it reach Limerick, supposing the

mail were carried by the Limerick and Waterford Railway ?—The average time

of the train is about three hours to three hours and a half.

1 309. And the circuitous route by car, how many hours does that take ?—

About 10 to 11 hours.

1310. If it is posted after four, it will then go round by Dublin, involving 22

hours?—Involving 21 or 22 hours.

1311. I understand you to say, that there are two courses that the letters

from Waterford to Limerick take now, according to the time at which they are

posted, whether before four or after four ?—Yes.

1312. That if posted before four they will go by those cars, which involves a

period of about 1 1 hours ; and if, after four, that they go round by Dublin, involv

ing a period of 22 hours ?—Yes.

1313. Whereas if they went by the railway, which goes direct from one town

0.62. L 3 to
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W. Kennedy. to the other, the letters would be transmitted directly, in a period of from three to

three hours and a half?—Yes..
9 July 1855. 1314. Let us forward those letters a little further, and suppose that those

letters, instead of stopping in Limerick, are intended for the western parts of the

county of Limerick, or for the northern parts of Kerry ; the letter-bags are sorted

in Limerick, I suppose ?—They are sorted in Limerick ; they are then sent on by

cars, I believe, and by public conveyances to the west, to Newcastle, to Foynes,

and Tarbert. Foynes is the intended packet station, to which there is a railway

making at present, and to some parts of the county of Kerry, I believe to Abbey-

feale, they go ; and there are a number of smaller places.

1315. Some of those places you mention are distant from 30 to 40 miles from

Limerick ?—Yes ; I believe Tarbert is about 42 miles.

131(1. Then, supposing that the mails could be so accelerated that they would

arrive in Limerick at 11 or 12 at night, instead of three o'clock in the morning,

though it might not make a material difference to the citizens in Limerick at what

hour they arrived in the middle of the night, it would make a great difference to

those parts of the country, to which the post arrived, to leave Limerick at an ear

lier hour?—If the mail were sent by rail to Limerick it would only occupy an

hour in transmission from the Junction, and those districts would receive their

mails at an earlier hour, of course, in the morning, and would have more time to

answer their letters.

1317. Can you state anything with regard to the mails to Clare and Ennis?—

I am not sure, as to Ennis, whether any change has taken place lately ; I do not

know whether they go to Ennis by Limerick or not, but I believe they do. I may

mention, that the great facility that would be afforded by a night train from

Waterford would be the conveyance of all the communication between those

towns that have been spoken of, Waterford, and the towns around ; Tramore,

Dunmore, Passage, Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, and Cahir ; it would facilitate the

communication very much by the Waterford and Limerick Railway ; and also, if

the train from Limerick to Waterford were upon that road, it would convey the

Waterford letters from Dublin and London, the night-mail letters to Waterford

arriving about half-past two in the morning, and enable all the towns south of the

line to remedy all those inconveniences that I have heard stated by the witnesses

here, and to receive their letters at a reasonable time in the morning ; and, in

fact, obviate all the difficulties that we have heard stated by Mr. Doudney, and

those Waterford gentlemen.

1318. Are you aware that there are considerable banking establishments in

Rathkeale and Newcastle, which would be considerably benefited by the accele

ration of the mail ?—There are banking offices at those places, and I should con

sider it would be an important thing for that district ; it is a very important

district of the county of Limerick ; I should say, perhaps as important as any

other part of it with the exception of the city of Limerick.

1319. Goold's Cross is at present the point of junction upon the Dublin and

Cork Railway for the Waterford and Clonmel letters ?—It is the point of junction

for receiving letters from Clonmel, and any letters to be conveyed by the mail

leaving Waterford at half-past four o'clock to the points south of that line.

1320. For all letters from Cahir, Tipperary, Clonmel, Carrick-on-Suir and

Waterford which go by this car you have mentioned, the point of junction with

the railway is at Goold's Cross ?— Yes.

1321. Goold's Cross is in a direction considerably north of all those?—Yes,

considerably north.

1322. Therefore the selection of Goold's Cross as a point of junction is un

favourable for the conveyance of letters going to the south, such as letters

going to Limerick and Kerry "-—Unfavourable ; the proper place is the Limerick

Junction, where all those trains meet.

1323. Which is the point where the two railways intersect?—Yes.

1324. Chairman.^ But that car to Goold's Cross does not go beyond Cionmel

in that direction, nor beyond the Junction in the other direction ; there is a separate

car from Cahir to Goold's Cross, is there not ?—No ; there is a car from Cahir to

Cashel which meets this car ; the mails are taken on together to Goold's Cross.

1325. So that this car from Clonmel does not go in the direction of Cahir?—

No; the post is conveyed to Cashel, and then taken from Cashel to Cahir;

Cahir stands in the same position as Clonmel with respect to its general postal

communication.

. . 1326. Mr.



ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 87

1 326. Mr. De Vere.] Is not Goold's Cross the point generally selected as the Mr. w.

point of junction on the railway for letters for the whole of the districts lying to

the south of the railway as between Waterford, Cork, and Limerick ?—The night 9 July

letters to Carrick-on-Suir do not come that way, they come by the Maryborough

car.

1327. They go to a point of junction still further north ?—Yes.

1328. Then all the points of junction with the railway reached by those letters

which are not transmitted by the Waterford and Limerick Railway, but by cars

and coaches, are points of junction considerably to the north, and therefore in

juriously affect the transmission of any letters intended for the southern parts of

that line ?—Certainly ; in fact they make the communication now almost useless,

inasmuch as that car leaves at an hour at which it is practically useless, and a

number of letters are now conveyed by three-penny parcels on the railway.

1329. Would all those inconveniences which you have been detailing be

obviated by carrying the mails along the Waterford and Limerick Railway from

Waterford to Limerick, of course intersecting the Dublin line at the junction }—

Yes ; I will just quote a passage in a letter addressed to Lord Canning upon the

subject, which embraces the whole thing. This letter was addressed to Lord Canning

on the 17th of April, after an interview which we had with him ; "Many and

most important advantages would be obtained by your Lordship's adoption of

the system of conveying the mails by railway between Waterford and Limerick.

At present the day mail trains from Dublin and Cork meet at the Limerick

Junction, and the night mails, by a little arrangement, could easily be made

equally convenient, as at present a difference of only 16 minutes exists in the

time of their arrival there, thus affording every desirable and necessary facility

for connecting the cities of Dublin, Cork, Waterford, and Limerick, and the

intermediate towns, with the most perfect and satisfactory postal communication,

both by day and night mails." That embraces the whole pointjust referred to.

1330. Chairman.] Do you know anything about the postal communication,

between CJonmel and Kilkenny ?—Yes.

1331. Is that in a defective state ?—There is no direct mail between Kilkenny

and Clonmel.

1332. If you post a letter from Clonmel to Kilkenny, how does it go ?—A

letter posted at Clonmel leaves at 8 o'clock, or half-past 8, in the evening, for

Goold's Cross by the one-horse car, goes by the railway thence to Dublin, then

down to Kilkenny by the day mail which comes by railway, and reaches

Kilkenny I think between 11 or 12 the next day, and returns by the same route.

1333. Then your letter for Kilkenny goes up to Goold's Cross, from Goold's

Cross by railway to Dublin, and from Dublin down to Kilkenny?—Through

Carlow by railway to Kilkenny.

1 334- What is the distance from Clonmel to Kilkenny by road ?—About 31

miles.

1 335. Mr. F. Scully.] Have you not a branch of your bank at Thomastown ?—

There is a branch of the Tipper-dry Bank at Thomastown; there are also

branches of the Tipperary Bank at Athy and Carlow.

1 336. With respect to Thomastown, how long is it before you get an answer

to a letter from Thomastown ?—The letters go by the same route as to Kilkenny,

and they reach Thomastown about an hour after arriving at Kilkenny.

1337. How far is Thomastown from Clonmel ?—About 35 miles.

1338. Considerable inconvenience arises from the delay in the delivery of

those letters, it formerly was much earlier, was it not ?—Previous to the establish

ment of the railway, they were delivered much earlier by a direct communication

by a four-horse coach through Kilkenny.

Mr. Joseph Kenny, called in; and Examined. Mr. J. Kenny.

1 339- Chairman.'] YOU are the Mayor of Clonmel ?—I am.

1340. Have you heard the evidence given by Mr. Kennedy?—I have.

1341. Is there anything material you can add to it?—Nothing.

1342. Mr. F. ScullyJ] You folly coincide in all he has said ?—I do.

0.62. L 4 Veneris,
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MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Meagher.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. H. Herbert.

Mr. Pagan.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Ricardo.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Barrow.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. Liddell.

Sir Stafford Northcote.

Mr. F. Scully.

THOMAS MEAGHER, ESQ., IN THB CHAIR.

J. D. Fitzgerald, Esq., a Member of the House, the Solicitor-General for Ireland ;

Examined.

J' E' Fitz£™ld' 1343- Chairman.'] HAVE you anything to state to the Committee with regard

"'**'' M' P' to the postal arrangements in Ennis, and connected with Ennis ?—I have, as to

13 July i8<?' ^e P09tal arrangements between Dublin and Ennis.

5o> 1344- Will you be so good as to proceed ?—I can state how the service is

circumstanced at present, and the mode in which the grievance whiph the in

habitants complain of was brought before the Post-office authorities ; according

to the present arrangements there is but one postal communication between

Dublin and Ennis, and I think it leaves Dublin at a quarter past seven in the

evening. The mail is carried by the Midland Great Western Railway to Oran-

more, which is within six miles or six miles and a half of Galway ; it reaches

there about half past twelve at night, and it is then dispatched by car or coach,

I do not know which, across the country to Ennis, and reaches Ennis at seven

the following morning.

1345- What is the distance from Galway?—I cannot tell the precise distance,

but it is about five hours' journey from Oranmore to Ennis by car or coach.

The result of having only that one daily communication has been that the

London letters and newspapers, and letters from Liverpool and Manchester,

which reach the post-office in Dublin about seven in the morning I believe,

according to the present arrangements by the early mail, remain in Dublin the

entire day ; in fact they would be lying at the Post-office in Dublin twelve hours

and a quarter before they are dispatched for Ennis. As long as it would have

involved the Post-office in a large expense to give a day mail to Ennis, the

inhabitants made no application nor took any step, though several complaints

were made from time to time to me ; however, some time ago the Post-office

authorities established a day mail between Dublin and Limerick ; Limerick is

on the direct road to Ennis within 21 miles of it. I am not able to state the

precise hour, but I believe that the Limerick mail leaves Dublin somewhere

about half past eight in the morning, and consequently would reach Limerick

somewhere about two in the afternoon, and when the people of Ennis and the

people of the county at large ascertained this to be the case, they transmitted a

memorial to me to present to the Post-office authorities, praying that they should

be accommodated by sending by the day mail to Limerick the bag of letters for

Ennis, which could at a very trifling expense be transmitted the remaining 21

miles, so as to reach Ennis about five in the afternoon ; so that letters by that

arrangement leaving England, or newspapers leaving England for the county of

Clare at five in the afternoon, would reach Ennis in about 24 hours, in place

of 36 or 37, according to the present arrangement ; I have not a copy of the

memorial, for I sent it with an explanatory letter from myself to the Post-office

authorities in England ; I have, however, given the substance of it.

1346. Mr.
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1 346. Mr. Barrow.~\ Assuming that the correspondence with England and the J. D. Fitzgerald,

newspapers may be considered as of more importance than the night letters from Es«l-> M- p>

Dublin, and assuming that, owing to the expenses of the Post-office being so

large as to absorb the revenue, which at present certainly seems to be very much 13

the case, they could only have one communication ; which of the two you have

mentioned would they prefer?— I am not prepared to answer that, save as a

matter of opinion ; but as a matter of opinion, I should say, if they were to have

but the one mail, they would prefer the evening mail for? its convenience in con

veying the Dublin daily letters ; that is my own opinion ; the memorial which I

have stated was sent with a letter from myself to the Post-office authorities here,

was transmitted about three or four months ago ; I got a reply to that memorial,

the substance of which, according to my recollection, for I transmitted it at once

to the municipal body of the town of Ennis, was that the expense would be too

great to justify the Post-office authorities in establishing a second communication

with Ennis. In transmitting that reply, I also wrote a letter to the municipal

authorities, requesting they would state to me what the expense would be of

having this day communication between Dublin and Ennis, and I got a fresh

communication from them, which I also sent to the Post-office authorities, and

that fresh communication, sent by authority of the municipal body of Ennis, from

the chairman of the town commissioners there, stated that the expense would be

very little, because a day coach left Limerick for Ennis about four or five every

evening, by which this day bag for Ennis could be conveyed, and that they would

undertake that the entire expense to the Post-office should not exceed 70 /. a

year. I have in my hand the reply of the Post-office, and it is the only one of the

documents I have. Perhaps I had better read it; it is dated 25 May 1855,

addressed to myself: " Sir,—I am directed by the Postmaster-general to acquaint

you, in reply to your further letter of the 21st instant, respecting the memorial

for a day ivail to Enuis, that the application has not been misunderstood, as you

suppose, but that in considering the question of extending to Ennis the day-

mail service between Dublin and Limerick, which is already existing, the cost of

merely providing for the conveyance of the bags between Limerick and Ennis

was taken into account, and it was found that the expense for this service alone

exceeded the total amount of postage upon the correspondence which would be

benefited. Although the offer which had been obtained for the service between

Limerick and Ennis was at a higher rate than that at which the Ennis Town

Commissioners are willing to guarantee its performance. His Lordship regrets

that the circumstances of the case will not warrant an expenditure at all approach

ing even the amount now mentioned. I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient

servant, F. Hill, Assistant Secretary."

1347. Mr. Grogan.l It does not give any opinion of what the expenses would

amount to ?—No ; I should explain a passage in that letter, which says that the

application has not been misunderstood ; that is in reply to an observation in a

letter of mine. Mr. Hill in his letter spoke of the communication between

Dublin and Ennis, whereas I was calling his attention to the communication

between Limerick and Ennis. It does not state the entire expense which the

Post-office authorities thought would be incurred ; but I can state that 70 /. a year

was the expense for which the authorities of Ennis offered to guarantee the

service. Being of course myself connected with the Government, and meeting

with that refusal, I could carry the case no further ; but one of the Members

for Ennis, Mr. Serjeant O'Brien, took the matter up, and moved in the first

instance for a return of this correspondence with the Post-office about three

weeks ago. In the meantime, this Committee having been appointed, he

obtained an order referring this matter to the Committee. I may add, that I

am aware myself, and can state positively, that not alone the inhabitants of the

town of Ennis and its vicinity, but a considerable portion of the county of

Clare, which is a large county, is very much inconvenienced by the absence

of this day mail ; I do not speak of Ennis alone, which itself contained a popula

tion of somewhere about 10,000 in 1841, and is the county town of a very large

county, but of the gentry who very much reside in the vicinity now ; I may

mention the name of one especially, who complained to me of the sad inconveni

ence to him during his summer residence there ; I mean Sir Colman O'Loughlin ;

he resides about four miles from Ennis for a great part of the year ; I mention

his name as illustrating the case of the county gentlemen generally ; it is a

matter of great importance to him that he should get his English newspapers and

0.62. M his
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J. D. Htzgerald, his English letters in a day, whereas they do not arrive till the second day. The

Esq-> "• Pl mercantile community there, though small in amount, have also represented the

~ j . „ inconvenience they sustain. There is a considerable traffic in corn and provi-
uy i 55. sjonS) an(j they state that it is of very great importance to them to have speedy

communication between the manufacturing districts in England and their town,

and also between Dublin and their town ; if, for instance, a merchant in Dublin

receives a communication from England in the morning which he wishes to

transmit to his correspondent in Ennis, as to the state of the prices, or any other

thing connected with the market, he cannot do it that day unless he sends a

special messenger ; he has no means of doing it, he must wait for the night

mail.

1348. Mr. Barrow.~\ Would that day mail arrive in Ennis in time for the

dealer in Ennis to answer that letter by the mail in the evening ?—It could easily

be so arranged, I think, without the slightest inconvenience, according to the

present arrangement ; the night mail for Dublin leaves Ennis about seven in the

afternoon ; there would be quite time enough, because the letters could easily

be brought into Ennis two hours before the night mail left ; as you will see,

by looking at the map, it goes a somewhat roundabout way, going to Oranmore

first and then to Ennis.

1349. Mr. GroyanJ] Did the proposal of the Town Commissioners of Ennis

suggest the hour at which the mail should return in the morning :—It described

the proposed mode of transmitting the day mail from Dublin down.

1350. Did the Commissioners suggest any means of sending the up day-mail?

—No ; the up day mail at present is convenient enough, because it leaves Ennis

about seven in the evening, according to my recollection.

1351. That is the night mail?—Yes, there is no day mail ; they do not sug

gest the necessity for anything of the kind. Besides, if it becomes necessary to

have any communication with Dublin from Ennis by day, that is open to them ;

there are several communications from Ennis to Limerick by private cars in the

course of the day, running between the two towns, and if they wish to transmit

a letter by day from Ennis to Dublin they have to send it on to Limerick, and

post it there by private hand, or by one of the vehicles.

1352. For want of a morning communication from Ennis up to Dublin, the

letters are transmitted in the way you describe?—Sometimes by hand to

Limerick, but more commonly by the evening mail.

1353. Can there be any doubt that it would be a convenience to merchants

and gentlemen resident in Ennis and the vicinity, if they had a morning mail

which left Ennis in sufficient time in the morning to enable them to send their

answers, so that they could be received in Dublin in the evening and forwarded

by the Dublin dispatch to London?—No doubt it would be a matter of con

venience, but not at all so urgently required as a daily communication from

Dublin to Ennis, because the great object of that is to get within a day the

English and foreign letters in such time as to be able to reply to them that

evening, that letters transmitted from Dublin in the morning should reach the

place in such time as that the people resident in Ennis could reply the same

day ; they could do that if the Post-office authorities would adopt the plan

suggested, of putting the Ennis bag into the Limerick mail, and then having it

transmitted from Limerick to Ennis ; by that mode it would reach Ennis about

five in the afternoon, and the whole expense to the Post-office would be 70 /. a

year.

13.54. They declined the offer of 70 /. a year, as being too much for the postal

receipts of Ennis ?—I do not understand the letter I have put in as applying to

the whole postal receipts of Ennis, but to that portion of the postal receipts

which would result from the day mail.

135:5. Have you any data at present, by which an estimate can be formed of

an untried postal communication ?— I can form no estimate of it, the Post-olBce

can.

1356. Do you know the amount of the Ennis postal receipts?—No; but it

struck me upon that letter, that the Post-office authorities were acting upon a

very erroneous principle, viz., that they are to establish no postal communica

tion with any particular place or district, unless it can pay itself.

!3.j7- I suppose you are surprised to hear that the postal receipts of Ennis

exceed 1,200/. a year?—No, I am not surprised; though a smalltown, it is

certainly
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certainly a very important and rising district ; the place was under adverse cir- j. D. fittgerald,

cumstances before 1851, and had very materially fallen ; its population had been Esq., M. p.

reduced by 1,500 in the ten years previous ; it is rising again, I am happy to say, —•-

both in the town itself and in the county round about ; there is every appearance *3 Julv

of increasing and permanent prosperity.

1358. The refusal therefore of this day accommodation, so generally requested,

is the more surprising ?—It is not alone surprising to me, but I can assure the

Committee that the inconvenience has been very great*; I have felt it myself,

having at times had to communicate by special messenger, for want of any

means of sending from Dublin to Ennis within the day.

1359. Viscount MonckJ] The correspondence which, as I understand you,

would be benefited, is not the correspondence of the town alone, but the cor

respondence in the town and beyond it ?—I did not mean to convey that.

1360. As I understood you, you said you could then get letters two hours

before the return of the mail, your object being to send answers the same day ?

—That is one of the objects, but it would be a great object to the districts which

are sub-posts to Ennis to get, 12 hours sooner, English letters and newspapers

from Dublin. Take, for example, a newspaper leaving London at five this even

ing, that would be delivered at the Dublin Post-office at about seven to-morrow

morning ; according to the present arrangement, it will remain in the Dublin

Post-office for 12 \ hours before it leaves again; it is then transmitted by the

Galway mail to Oranmore, and from Oranmore across the country, and it

arrives at Ennis about seven the following morning.

1361. At what time would you propose it should arrive, under the arrange

ment you suggest ?—From my local knowledge, I can say that the arrangement

could be so made that it would arrive at Ennis at five in the afternoon, in place

of seven the following morning.

1362. Then it would be pretty nearly useless to commercial men ?—No, it

would not, because those letters could be replied to the same evening.

1 363. A gentleman gave us evidence on the subject of the arrival of letters in

Clonmel, stating as an objection that, because they arrived at five in the evening,

they were utterly useless to him?—That was for banking purposes, I am told.

1364. Mr. De Vere.~\ I believe the mail which goes from Limerick to Ennis

proceeds on to the towns of Kilrush and Kilkee?—Yes.

1365. Can you state to the Committee what time they arrive at Kilrush and

Kilkee?—No.

j 366. Viscount Monck.~\ What is the distance ?—About 30 miles.

1 367. Then those letters would not be the least benefited by your proposal,

because they would arrive in the middle of the night ?—They would arrive,

I should fancy, about eight or nine in the evening.

1368. Mr. De Vere.~] You have been asked whether letters arriving at such a

time as not to admit of an immediate answer, would be of any benefit to the

person receiving them ; is it not very often a very material benefit to the com

mercial man to receive intelligence, though he may not be enabled, by the state

of the post, to make an immediate reply ?— Certainly ; it may be a letter

requiring no reply, but containing very important information for him to get

early.

1369. Viscount Monck.} Are Kilrush and Kilkee places of commercial im

portance r—Kilkee is not ; it is a watering-place on the Atlantic, of fashionable

resort now from Limerick and the neighbourhood : Kilrush is a place of com

mercial importance, that is, there is a very considerable trade from it in corn and

provisions, and its commercial importance is rising in that way.

1370. Mr. De Vere.] Is not Kilrush the last place upon the Shannon for out

going ships ?—It is.

1371. Might it not be very important to merchants connected with that ship

ping to be able to transmit the very earliest intelligence, so as to reach ships

that were lying at Kilrush on their outward voyage ?—I conceive it must be of

importance.

1372. 1 believe the summer population of Kilkee is very large ?—The summer

population is very large ; it comes from all parts of Ireland, principally from

Limerick and its vicinity, but also from Dublin and from other parts ; it is a

favourite watering-place.

0.62. M 2 '373- I believe



92 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

J.j). Fitzgerald, 1373- I believe that almost all the commercial classes and shopkeepers of
N Esq., M.P. Limerick, at least a very large number of them, go down to Kilkee in summer ?

—It is their place of resort for health.

13 July 1855. 1374. Do you conceive it to be a fair principle, taking the Post-office arrange

ments of the entire country as one whole, to say that the expenditure should be

balanced by the receipts ?—I have not considered that question sufficiently to

make my opinion of any value, but I would not think it a fair mode of dealing

with it.

137.5. Viscount Monck.] Do you think the revenue derived from a single

post-office is expended solely in the operations of that post-office in its own

locality, or must it not be taken to apply to the transmission of the letters

returning from that post-office over the whole United Kingdom ?—I understand

you to mean that, looking at the postal arrangements, you are not to look at a

single town and ask whether that would pay or not.

1376. Certainly.—That I would conceive to be the correct rule.

1377. Sir S. Northcote.] Is there at present a mail communication between

Limerick and Ennis ?—There is no postal communication, but there are what

they call vans and Bianconi's cars, and there is also a coach ; in fact, there are

almost every hour in the day public vehicles going to and fro.

1378. Chairman.'] If I write to a person in Limerick from Ennis, how does

my letter go ?—There is a mail from Galway, proceeding round through Ennis

to Limerick ; you can send by that.

1379. If I post a letter in Ennis for Limerick it goes up to Galway?—No;

the Galway coach, on its way to Limerick, passes through Ennis, and it will

convey any local letters from Ennis to Limerick.

1380. Then there is a local post? —There is in the evening.

1381. Sir S. Northcote.] What are the hours of postal communication between

Ennis and Limerick each way ?—I am not exactly prepared to answer at present

what the hour is at which the Galway mail passes through, but I think it is

about five in the evening.

1382. Five in the evening that it passes through Ennis on its way to Lime

rick ?—1 think it leaves Ennis about seven in the evening by the Galway mail for

Limerick.

1383. About what time does it arrive at Ennis from Limerick ?—I think it is

ten in the morning, on its way to Galway ; but I am speaking now from recollec

tion, because the hours have varied ; and when travelling myself there I am

more in the habit of posting than going by any public communication.

1384. Is there much communication between Ennis and Limerick?—A great

deal.

1385. Are there many letters passing between Limerick and Ennis ?—lam

not prepared to answer that ; I should rather state that the communication

between Limerick and Ennis by letter is more by means of private hands ; there

are so many communications at every hour in the day that it would be incon

venient to wait for the night post in place of sending them by hand or private

vehicles. There is a great deal of general communication between the two towns,

both commercial and otherwise ; any one not in the habit of travelling upon the

road, from the number of vehicles to be seen passing, would be surprised at it;

it is a communication increasing daily.

1386. What is the distance?—Twenty-one miles.

1387. Mr. De Fere.] The amount of communication is sufficient to justify

the making of a railway, which is at present in progress ?—Yes ; the communi

cation is such as to render the prospect of success pretty certain.

1388. I asked you whether, in your opinion, the principle of requiring the

receipts of the Post-office generally to balance the expenditure was a just

principle ; I understood you to say you thought not ; I may ask whether you

think applying that principle to separate localities in detail is not, ^fortiori, a far

more false principle ?— I should rather not answer an abstract question which

I have not well considered, because I think the value of answers depends upon

their conveying the witness's deliberate judgment upon the case, so as to assist

The House afterwards in coming to a conclusion ; I have not considered this

question sufficiently to give an answer.

1389. Sir S. NorthcoteJ] I understood you to say that at present the letters

from London or from England lie in Dublin about 12 hours before they are

forwarded
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forwarded to Ennis ?—That is supposing they leave London by the early five J-D-

o'clock mail. " Esq., M.P.

1 390. Arriving in Dublin at seven o'clock in the morning, they lie there 7~,
about 12 hours, whereas by the plan you propose you would accelerate the 13 uyl 55'

delivery in Ennis by 14 hours r—Yes.

1391. How do you make the difference of two hours between the 12 and the

14 hours ?—The difference arises thus : you have a well appointed railway com

munication to within 21 miles of Ennis, that is by way1)f Limerick, which would

convey letters from Dublin to Limerick in about 5£ hours. By the other route

they go to Oranmore by Galway, and then there is a long night journey thence to

Ennis.

1392. Then, if I understand you correctly, you not only object to the long

delay in Dublin, but to the taking of the slowest route to get to Ennis ?—Yes.

1393. In that case it would be more rapid to communicate to Ennis uniformly

by way of Limerick ?—No ; because at present there is not a direct night com

munication to Limerick by rail. I rather think, at present, the mail is carried

on the Great Southern and Western Railway only to the junction, which is 20

odd miles from Limerick, and it is to be then conveyed by car from the junction

to Limerick.

1394. But you would be of opinion that, supposing the railway were employed

the whole way to Limerick, it would be the quickest way to Ennis ?—Yes.

1395. Mr. H. Herbert."] Used not the Ennis letters to go byway of Limerick

formerly ?—I rather think, before the Midland Great Western Railway was

opened to Galway. the Ennis letters went both ways by the Limerick route ;

that is my recollection.

1396. Viscount Monck.~\ At what time does the mail by which you would pro

pose to send this bag leave Dublin now?—I am informed that it leaves Dublin

at half-past eight in the morning, and there is no difficulty at all at the present

moment in conveying a letter from Limerick to Ennis within two hours ; I have

gone there myselt in a common car in two hours.

1397. Mr. Fagan.] Do you know the sub-post of Burrin, in the county of

Clare, near Oranmore ?—Yes.

1308. Do you know the town of Clarecastle ?—I do, very well.

1399. What distance is Clarecastle from Ennis ?—Clarecastle is on the road

between Limerick and Ennis; about two miles from Ennis; it is the port, in

fact, of Ennis, where vessels can come up the estuary of the Fergus to Clarecastle.

1400. It has been represented to me that two letters being posted in Burrin,

one for Ennis and another for Clarecastle, two miles distant from Ennis, the one

posted for Clarecastle goes up to Dublin by the Midland Great Western Railway,

and comes down from Dublin by the Great Southern and Western Railway, and

by that means reaches Clarecastle, two miles from Ennis, having travelled

300 miles, while the letter directed to Ennis goes direct to Ennis ; can you state

that that is the case ?—I cannot state that that is the case ; but I have heard of

cases quite as startling as that in the postal communications of Ireland ; I recol

lect myself, when once in Connemara, I had to be at a gentleman's seat in the

following week ; I wrote him upon the Thursday from a place called Maan in

Connemara, sent a special messenger with the letter to the next post town, so as

to have it in time for the evening post, apprizing him that I would be with him

on the following Tuesday ; I did not leave the place till Sunday, and did not

arrive at Limerick till the Wednesday, but I arrived there 12 hours before my

own letter.

1401. Do you know a gentleman of the name of William Smith, living near

Burrin ?—I knew a gentleman, formerly, a Mr. Smith of Castlefergus, near Ennis.

1402. An intelligent gentleman?—Yes, and who formerly represented a con

siderable estate there.

1403. Will you have the kindness to read a passage to the Committee from

this letter of Mr. Smith's (handing t/ie same to the Witness) ?—" I have a son,

a captain in the Clare Militia, quartered in Clarecastle, a post town in Clare as

well as Burrin ; a mail-car leaves Galway every night for Ennis and Limerick,

passing through Oranmore, the head office of this sub-district, as also through

Clarecastle, which is just two English miles at the Limerick side of Ennis ; sup

pose I write two letters, and put them both in Burrin office in the evening, one

to my son at Clarecastle, and the other to Ennis, they both go to Oranmore, and

0.62. M 3 the
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J. D. HtzgeraU, the one for Ennis goes direct, arriving there early the following morning ; but

Esq., M. P. to accomplish the other two miles to Clarecastle, it goes to Dublin, 122 miles,

from Dublin to Limerick, 130 miles, and from Limerick to Clarecastle, 23 miles,

13 July 1855. making 275 miles of a short cut, and arriving the second morning, or 24 hours,

with the aid oftwo railroads, the Midland Great Western, and the Great Southern

and Western, after the Ennis letters." I cannot state whether that is accurate

or not.

1404. Viscount Monck.] There must be some direct postal communication

between Ennis and Clarecastle, because it gets there after all, does not it?—No;

but what makes it more striking is that the very conveyance which would

convey the letter from Oranmore direct to Ennis, after leaving Ennis, passes

through Clarecastle on its way to Limerick.

1405. Mr. FaganJ] Is there a mail between Galway and Limerick ?—There is,

unless it has been discontinued within the last year ; there was a mail between

the two places.

1406. This gentleman, from your knowledge, is an intelligent person, who

is not likely to mistake ?—He is a gentleman whom I knew by appearance only,

but he was certainly reputed to be a gentleman of intelligence.

1407. Sir S. Northcote.] You are aware that it sometimes happens that letters

posted for some place or other are mis-sent by the Post-office?—Yes, from

various causes, illegible directions for instance.

1408. You have never heard, I presume, that it is the usual practice to send

letters round from Burrin to Clarecastle by way of Dublin ?—No, 1 have not till

now, and I confess myself very much surprised that such an arrangement should

be allowed to exist.

1409. Mr. Grogan.] I presume you are not aware of the route which letters

generally take in transmission from one place to another?—No, I am not.

1410. Chairman.] Have you anything else which you wish to state to the Com

mittee ?— No.

1411. Mr. MaguireJ] You have heard, you say, other startling cases of the

eccentric management of the Post-office?—I heard several mentioned by the

Honourable Member for Dungarvan in the House, which startled me very much.

Mr. Christopher O'Brien, called in; and Examined.

Mr. C. O'Brim. 1412. Mr. Maguire.~\ YOU are a Merchant in Dungarvan ?—Yes.1413. You are also a member of the town commission?—Yes.

1414. Dungarvan is a seaport town in the county of Waterford ?—Yes.

1415. I believe Dungarvan is considered an important town?—It is ; and it

is rising in importance every day.

1416. Containing a large population?—About 10,000; in the summer it is

much more ; it is very much resorted to for the purpose of bathing.

1417. I believe Dungarvan is remarkable for its valuable fishery?—There is

a very large fishery; there are about 120 fishing-boats, with an average of six

men to each.

1418. Giving employment, I believe, to a population of somewhere about

3,000 ?—Yes ; I think there are about 3,000 supported by fishing in Dungarvan.

1419. Dungarvan has also its own shipping?—Yes; there are about 3,000

registered tons of shipping belonging to the port.

1420. I believe Dungarvan has also a considerable export trade in butter

and pork ?—Yes ; there is a very good market, a butter market and a corn

market, in Dungarvan.

1421. What is the average export?—I should say the export in corn and

butter from Dungarvan would reach 1 50,000 /. a year, certainly not under

100,000 /. a year.

1422. It has, I believe, very important commercial relations with the towns

of Fermoy, Tallow, Lismore, Cappoquin, and Youghal ?—Yes.

14-23. Are the people of Dungarvan injuriously affected by the non-use by

the Post-office of the Waterford and Limerick Railway ?—Yes, they are, very

much.

1424. Will you state to the Committee in what way ?—Particularly with

regard to the day mail from Dublin, which also carries the letters from Liver

pool, Manchester, and London, and arrives in Dungarvan about six o'clock

in
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in the evening ; there is no delivery then, and the letters remain in the office Mr. C.

until nine the next day. If the railway were used, those letters might be

expedited about two hours ; the mail coming in about four o'clock, a second 13 July 1855.

delivery that evening would enable the parties to reply by the going-out mail in

the morning at seven.

142.5. That mail reaches Dungarvan via Waterford ? —Yes.

1426. And also brings all the Waterford letters?—Brings all the Waterford

letters.

1427. That post is delivered at six o'clock in the evening?—It arrives at six

o'clock in the evening ; it is not delivered.

1428. Then there is no delivery until the next morning?—The next morning

at nine.

1429. If those letters were delivered that evening, when could the Waterford

letters be replied to?—They could be replied to that night, and leave next

morning.

1430. Speaking of Waterford letters, at what time, under existing circum

stances, in consequence of the non-delivery until nine the next morning of letters,

which reach Dungarvan at six in the evening, can those letters be answered ?—

The answers could not be posted until some time the next day, but the letter

would not leave Dungarvan until the following day, so that a letter which arrives

in Dungarvan on Monday evening could not be delivered and replied to until

Tuesday, and would not leave Dungarvan until Wednesday.

1431. A letter from either London or Dublin, which arrived at six in the

evening, you say might be delivered under existing circumstances, supposing the

railway not to be used, at seven?—There might be a second delivery at seven

o'clock, and thus save 12 hours for the Dublin and English letters, under existing

circumstances. .

1432. At present a letter is not delivered till next morning, so that the answer

to it cannot be posted till the next evening ?—Exactly.

1433. The mail which arrives in Dungarvan at six in the evening with the

English and Dublin, as well as the Waterford letters, is not delivered that even

ing ?—No ; not till nine o'clock the next morning.

1434. Previous to which time a mail has left Dungarvan, which takes the

Waterford letters ?—The return of that mail has gone.

143.5. Therefore there can be no reply to that mail by the legitimate and

proper time ?—No, there can be no reply in course ot post.

1436. You say, that assuming that a letter arrives in Dungarvan at six, and

is not delivered till nine on Tuesday morning, the answer which is written on

Tuesday does not leave Duugarvan until Wednesday morning ?—Not if it is for

Waterford.

1437. But if it is an English or Dublin letter it goes off" at four o'clock on the

Tuesday evening ?—Yes.

1438. Whereas if there were a delivery that night, under present circum

stances, at seven o'clock, or supposing they used the railway, by four or five

o'clock, both Waterford and Dublin letters could be answered the next morning r

—Certainly; there would be plenty of time to answer them.

1439. How many deliveries are there in Dungarvan ?—Only one.

1440. One for the day —One for the entire day ; and there are three mails

coming in at different hours.

1441. And but one delivery?—One delivery only.

1442. Chairman.] So that they all arrive before the delivery?—No; there

has only one arrival taken place when the letters are delivered, the other two

arrivals remain in the office till the next day.

1443. Mr. Maguire.'] I believe you suffer great inconvenience also from the

want of a second delivery in reference to the Youghal mail r—Yes.

1444. Will you explain that?—The Youghal mail comes in at ten o'clock in

the day, one hour previous to which the night mail with the Dublin and English

letters is delivered, so that there being no other delivery during the day those

letters that come in at ten o'clock in the morning must remain in the office with

out delivery until nine the next morning,

1445. Mr. FaganJ] Is the post-office open during the interval?— It is open,

but the letters are not delivered to the general public unless they have a box ;

I have a box, and I pay for it.

0.6-2. M 4 1446. Mr.
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Mr. C. O'Britn. 1446. Mr. Maguire.~\ How many persons avail themselves of that privilege

in Dungarvan?—The postmaster told me there were about ten.

13 July 1855. 1447. So that the whole community of Dungarvan are excluded from that

privilege, unless they pay for it ?—They are.

1448. Such as do not choose to pay for it, or cannot afford it, are excluded?

—They may not be able to afford it, or the correspondence may not be

worth it.

1449. What do those pay who have a box?—Twenty shillings.

1450. Mr. Fagan.] Do you mean to say that a person calling at the post-

office for a letter at any hour could not get that letter delivered to him from the

door?—The assistant at the post-office is very obliging; he might do it as a

matter of courtesy, but I should say, not as a matter of right, otherwise I should

not pay my pound.

1451. Mr. Grogan.] Has it come within your knowledge that any person has

been refused a letter after nine o'clock in the morning?—I cannot state an

instance at present.

1452. Mr. Magvire.'] I presume the persons who are to receive letters are

not always on the look out for them, inasmuch as they do not imagine that every

post may bring an important letter ?—Of course. I have been occasionally very

neglectful myself. I forget to send to the post-office when the mail arrives, par

ticularly in winter, so that I do not get the letters that arrive in Dungarvan ia

the evening till the next morning.

1453. I believe the people of the town of Dungarvan, merchants and others,

have asked for a second delivery ?—Yes.

1454. Mr. Grogan.~\ Letters from Waterford, you say, arrive about six o'clock

in the evening ?—Yes.

1455. Do you ever apply at the post-office for your own letters after the arrival

in the evening ?—Yes.

1456. Do you get them ?—I have a box, and I have to pay for that privilege.

1457. But if you had not a box, and did not pay 1 /. a year, should you get

them?— I should say not.

14/58. Viscount Monck.~] You know that?—I do not know it of my own

knowledge ; but I do not think the public have a right. I know the impression

is that they have no right to receive letters at the office, as there is a letter-

carrier, and a delivery round the town.

1459. Mr. Maguire.~\ What was the reason given by the Post-office authorities

for the refusal of the application for a second delivery in Dungarvan ?—They

stated that they were very much overworked, and the pay so very trifling that the

postmaster could not do it.

1460. I am now speaking of the Post-office authorities ; was any extraordinary

reason given for refusing to accede to the request ?—It was stated that as the

mail was not in till six o'clock in the evening, or sometimes seven in winter,

and the town not lighted, the letter-carrier would not see the directions, and

would have a great difficulty in the proper delivery of the letters.

1461. Viscount MonckJ] Do you think that a very extraordinary reason?—

I do, indeed.

1462. Mr. Maguire.] Will you tell the Committee why you consider it a very

extraordinary reason?—Because the letter-carrier might carry a lamp.

1463. Mr. GroganJ] Did you ever experience any difficulty in finding your

own house in the night, however dark?—No.

1 464. Have any of your friends t—No.

1465. Can you" imagine that a letter-carrier, who is travelling the town every

day of his life, could have any difficulty in finding the houses?—No; I should

think he could find them with his eyes shut.

1466. Mr. Maguire.] Would there be any difficulty in having a lamp, if they

were driven to any such expedient?— Certainly, no difficulty at all.

1467. What is the distance of the town of Cappoquin from Dungarvan?—

About nine miles.

1468. How far is Lismore?—Twelve miles.

14(59. Tallow?—Fifteen miles.

1470. And Fermoy?—Twenty-two miles.

1471. Will you tell the Committee how many days it would take to get an

answer to a letter, posted on Monday morning at Dungarvan, to any one of those

places ; for example, to Cappoquin, a distance of nine miles ?—About four days.

1472. Will
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1472. Will you just trace the course of a letter, if you can, written on Mon- Mr. C. O'Brictt.

day at Dungarvan, to Cappoquin ?—If posted at twelve o'clock on Monday it

goes to Clonmel that night, that is 20 miles ; thence to Dublin by way of Goold's 13 July 1855

Cross ; it arrives in Dublin about the evening of the next day ; it returns to

Goold's Cross, and then goes by Cahir.

1473. When does it go by Cahir?—On the Wednesday morning.

1474. Chairman.] It is dispatched from Dublin by the evening dispatch

about seven or eight o'clock on Tuesday evening?—Yes; and then it travels

during Tuesday night, and arrives at its destination on Wednesday morning in

Cappoquin.

1475. Will you state the number of miles which that letter has travelled on

the way to a place nine miles distant ?—I should say it is about 250 miles.

1476. And takes three days ?—The greater part of three days.

1477. Mr. Maguire.] You cannot receive an answer to that letter in less than

two days more ?—Not till Friday.

1478. That is four days?—Yes.

1479. Is there any extraordinary obstacle in the way of the Post-office autho

rities, such as to prevent the possibility of your receiving an answer the same

day?—No ; on the contrary, there is an exceedingly great facility.

1 480. What is the exceedingly great facility ?—At present there is a Bianconi's

car leaving Lismore, 12 miles off, at about five o'clock in the morning ; it arrives

at Dungarvan at seven.

1481. Does it pass through Cappoquin?—Passing through Cappoquin, it

arrives at Dungarvan at seven, that is two hours.

1482. What time does that conveyance leave Dungarvan again?—It leaves

Dungarvan again on the arrival of the Waterford car at about half-past six or

seven in the evening.

1483. Passing through Cappoquin on to Lismore?—Yes.

1484. That is not availed of by the Post-office authorities ?—It is not.

1485. May I presume that that would be a clieap mode of transmission if

availed of by the Post-office ?—Very cheap I am sure.

1486. Can you give the Committee any idea of what that would cost?—

£. 10 a year I am sure would be the outside ; it might be done for 5 /.

1487. Did you ever hear from the proprietor of the car that it might be done

for 10 /. ?—No more than in conversation with a party at Dungarvan, and from

a correspondence I had previously with Mr. Bianconi with reference to his cars,

to bring the mails to Dungarvan when we were complaining of that a year ago.

I am sure an expenditure of 10 /. would be the outside for bringing the mails.

I have no doubt, from his anxiety to give us the communication, he would do it

for 5 /. a year.

1488. The same thing applies to all those towns, Cappoquin, Fermoy, and

Lismore ?—Yes.

1489. Chairman.'] Cappoquin is Lord Stuart de Decies's post-town?—Yes.

1490. Mr. Maguire.] 1 believe some time since there was a direct commu

nication between Dungarvan and those towns ?—Yes, before the railways were

established we had a direct communication through Waterford to Kilmacthomas,

Dungarvan, Cappoquin, Lismore, Tallow, and Youghal on to Cork, and a return

one the same day.

1491. Had you, under the old state of things, any communication, or do you

remember any communication which you had with commercial correspondents

in any of those towns which would illustrate the difference between the old

system before railways were in being, and the present system, when railways are

in existence r—Yes ; I was enabled to apply for an offer for corn, in the morning,

about 10 o'clock, by the mail which was going on to Cork, which arrived at Lis

more in about two hours ; the party made me an offer, which I received, in

about three hours more, and I was enabled to write, accepting that offer, on the

same evening ; so that three letters passed by post in one day, about 8 or 10

years ago ; now, that would take me seven days, which I did in one about 8

years ago.

1492. Do you think that there is any reason why there should not be a second

delivery in Dungarvan ?—Certainly not.

1493. Would it cost much now to give that large population the advantage of

a second delivery ?—An assistant, I am sure, could be got very cheap.

0.62. N 1494- For
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Mr. C. O'Brien. 1494- For 1 s. a day, or something of that sort ?—Yes, about 1 5 1. a year, I am

sure, would provide a good assistant.

13 July 1855. 1495. Are you prepared to state that the greatest inconvenience results from

the present imperfect delivery ; that is, one delivery only, when there are three

mails arriving ?—Certainly ; no doubt about it.

1496. Are the commercial people there often obliged to have recourse to send

ing letters as parcels, either by hand, or by some other conveyance ?—Very fre

quently ; I very generally, myself, send a letter to a person by Bianconi's car,

and I have oftentimes been obliged to send a special messenger with a letter to

any of those places, that he may bring me back a reply.

1497. It is so important to have a direct and immediate communication

upon commercial matters, that you are obliged to adopt that course :—Yes.

1498. You have stated to the Committee that the town is one deserving the

serious consideration of the Post-office authorities, inasmuch as there is a very

large export trade?—It is a very rising town, so much so that I do not believe

there is a house in Dungarvan unlet at present.

1499. You were asked a question by an Honourable Member as to the delivery

at the post-office window to persons applying for their letters ; are the persons in

charge of the post-office at Dungarvan, as it is, considerably over-worked ?—

Very much over-worked. The postmaster and the assistant complain very much

of the over-work, and « ant of remuneration for the work.

1 500. Can you give the Committee any idea what the remuneration is of the

postmaster ?—The postmaster has 40 /. a year, having to provide the office.

1501. How many bags has he in a day?—He has nine bags in a day.

1502. When the salary was fixed, how many bags had her—He had only

three.

1.503. So that the fact is, he tripled the duty, and his pay remains the same ?

—Yes.

1504. What does the assistant receive, upon whom the greater part of the

duty devolves ?—She receives 151. a year ; she is kept in constant attendance

from half-past six in the morning till nine at night.

1.50.5. Do you consider that that is a very inadequate remuneration ?—Very.

1506. Can you state anything further to the Committee, either as to injury

caused by the non-use of the railway, or by the arrangements in any other way?

—If the railway were used, the day mail from Dublin would arrive at Dun

garvan at about four o'clock, or perhaps three, in the afternoon. A second

delivery could then very easily take place in time to give persons an opportunity

of replying that evening, or during the night, to go off by the return of that post

next morning, so that two advantages would be obtained. Great advantage

\\ould be obtained by expediting the mails to Dungarvan by the use of the rail

way, and the advantage of a second delivery. A second delivery would be an

advantage to the Youghal mail, which, as I stated before, remains in the office

very frequently until the next morning. It arrives in Dungarvan just an hour

after the morning delivery of the night mails.

i .507. You say if the rail were used, the mail would arrive at one o'clock,

and it might be answered that evening, and the answers to it might go out the

next morning?—Yes.

1.508. Viscount Jldonck.] I understood you to say, that if there were a second

delivery in Dungarvan all those advantages, so far as answering letters by return

of post, might be obtained without the use of the railway ?—Yes ; but the time

is then so very limited.

1.509. About 12 hours, is it not?—No; the delivery could not take place

before seven o'clock in the evening.

1.510. When does the mail go out next morning?—At seven; so that you

must reply during the night, and if you happened to «ant any communication

with another part of the town before replying, it would be too late to have it.

1521. Sir S. Northcote.] If the mail arrives in Dungarvan at the time you

propose, supposing the railway to be used, the objection which was taken about

the delivery being made at night would not apply, the delivery could then be

made by daylight ?— Just so ; the objection would not then hold good about the

non-delivery for want of light, because they might then have daylight.

1512. Do not you think there would be considerable inconvenience in the

delivery of letters late on a winter's night by the light of a lamp ?— I think so;

there would be very great inconvenience and insecurity, but not to such an

amount
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amount as to prevent my preferring rather to get my letters at that hour than Mr. C. O'Brien.

have them to remain in the post-office till next day, and lose the mail. Of two —

evils, I would of course choose the least. J3 July 1855.

1513. Chairman.'] At all events, all that inconvenience would be obviated by

the use of the railway, because the delivery could take place before night ?—The

delivery could take place before night, and at the business time of the day too.

1514. Viscount Monck.] Is the delivery of which you speak the delivery of

the day mail ?—Yes.

1515. Is that a very large mail to Dungarvan ?—It is a very large mail; I

think half the English and Dublin letters come in by that mail.

1516. Have you any idea of what the amount of correspondence is at Dun

garvan ?—I have not.

1517. Chairman.] Do not you think the correspondence would be very

greatly increased if the rail were made use of in reference to the answer you

gave, that the merchants now have recourse to the expedient of sending by it t-—

No doubt the correspondence through the post-office would be much increased.

1,518. Mr. Grogan.~\ Is it within jour knowledge that the merchants and

gentry at Dungarvan do send parcels by the cars which are going, for want of

postal communication?—It is ; I have frequently done it myself.

1519. Does your remark apply exclusively to between Dungarvan and Water-

ford, or does it apply along the whole route which you have described ?—My

remark applies to the correspondence to the west, that is, Cappoquin, Lismore,

Tallow, and Fermoy ; it might have applied a year ago to Clonmel, but that has

since been remedied upon representation made to the Post-office.

1520. But you send parcels containing letters by conveyances which are there

at hand, to take them from Dungarvan up to Cappoquin and Lismore, and in that

direction?—Yes.

1521. Do you also send them towards Waterford to catch the Dublin mail?—•

No ; but sometimes when I am late for the post. I give my letters to the driver to

post in Waterford, that is the only instance of it.

1522. Have you any doubt whatever in your mind, from your knowledge of

the town of Dungarvan, that the postal revenue of the town is injured by the

present want of postal communication ?—I have no idea of the statistics.

1523. Have you any doubt that it is and must be injured ?—I have no doubt

that it is and must be injured, when the letters which might go through it are

sent by other means.

1,524. Will you look at that book and state what it, is (handing the same to

the Witness)?—This is Thorn's Directory; I find in the year 1852 the Post-

office revenue was 290 /. 12 s. 2d.

1525. Received in the town of Dungarvan?—Received in the town of Dun

garvan.

1526. What was it in the year 1853 ?—In 1853, 192 /. 17 s. 7 d.

1527. What is the next year?— In 1854 it was 191 /. 9*. 5d.

1528. So that in the year 1854 as compared with the year 1852, there is a

falling off of nearly 100 /.'?—Yes.

1529. Has the trade or commerce of the town fallen off in proportion to that

decrease in the postal revenue?—No, I should say that the trade has improved.

1530. Then how do you account for the fact that the receipts of 1854 are less

than those of 1852 ?—1 cannot account for it except it be by the use of indirect

communication.

1531. For want of postal communication?—Yes; I was in the habit of sending

six or seven letters a week to Clonmel in that way, a letter every day to a person

last year, until that was remedied by getting the night mail to Dungarvan via

Clonmel, which remedies that inconvenience as far as Clonmel is concerned.

1532. All the letters which you now have occasion to write to Clonmel are

sent by mail?—Yes.

1533. Formerly you sent your letters by that indirect mode?—Yes.

i .534. Have you any doubt that other gentlemen engaged in mercantile pursuits

in Dungarvan adopted the same practice ?—I have no doubt.

1535. Viscount Monck.] When was the change made in the transmission of

the night mail ?—About 12 months ago.

1536. Mr. H. Herbert.] You stated a great portion of the grievance of which

you complain in the transmission of letters between Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and

Lismore, could be remedied by using the car which now plies between those

0.62. N 2 towns,
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Mr. C. O'Brien, towns, and that you have reason to believe that that could be done for 5 1. a

year ?—£. 5 or 10 /.

53 July 1855. 1,537- You stated, I think, that you had reason to believe that from a conver

sation with Mr. Bianconi, the car proprietor ?—Yes, from correspondence at the

time that we complained of the communication from Clonmel ; I was getting

some statistics for our memorial, and I had written to him to ascertain what the

expense would be.

1538. Can you state whether a representation to that effect, upon that par

ticular point, was made to the Post-office ?—Yes, it was made to the Post-office.

!539- Was any written statement from Mr. Bianconi forwarded to the Post-

office authorities ?—No ; there was no written statement from Mr. Bianconi for

warded to the Post-office ; I retained the letter myself.

1540. But the substance of it was communicated to the Post-office?—The

substance of it was communicated to the Post-office.

1541. Then the Committee are to understand you that this grievance, which

appears to be a considerable one, might have been remedied by an expenditure

not exceeding 10/., and that the Post-office refused to accede to your request?

—We did not point out the way in which it was to be remedied ; we complained

of the grievance, and left it to the Post-office authorities to supply the remedy :

but at that time we principally complained of the want of direct communication

to Clonmel.

1542. I understood you to say that representations had been made to the Post-

office as to this particular point, between Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and Fermoy?

—No ; that grievance had been complained of, but it was not upon that point

that the statement as to the remuneration which the car proprietor would

require was furnished.

1543. Then, for aught you know, the Post-office may not be aware that the

grievance can be so cheaply remedied ?—It is quite possible.

1544. Mr. Maguire.~\ 1 believe it is within your remembrance that all these

matters which you have now stated to the Committee were placed before the

Post-office authorities by memorial from Dungarvan ?—Yes.

1545. I believe it is known to you that I made two Post-office representations

to them about it ?—Yes.

1 546. And from that, and other representations made, it must be perfectly

well known to the inspector of that district what are the modes of conveyance,

and what are the average charges ?—Yes, I think it is. The inspector of the

district called upon me, with the postmaster, when they were about making the

change, and he asked my advice about it ; and he stated he was going to put

on a mail between Cork and Dungarvan, which we always complained of, and

was going to remedy the communication to Clonmel ; 1 then pointed out the

communication which would be still difficult with those towns, and, as far as I can

remember, I told him there was that car plying, but I did not state what would

be the amount of the expense for the use of the car.

1 547. He being in Dungarvan, knew there was an agent of Bianconi's car in

Dungarvan ?—Yes.

1548. He, if he knew anything about the duty, must know of course what

sum Mr. Bianconi would carry the mails for from one town to another?—

I think he does know that, and the postmaster too. The postmaster is very

well aware of that car plying, and that that grievance could be remedied at a

very cheap rate.

1549. Mr. Fagan.~] Is the Committee to understand you to say, that putting

aside those grievances which you have now been detailing, if the Post-office

employed the railway between Waterford and the junction, so as to meet the

Cork day and night mails to Dublin, and the Dublin day and night mails to Cork,

it would remedy most of the other inconveniences to which Dungarvan is

subject ?—Yes ; for in the first place, it would take away the motive which the

Post-office authorities have at present in not giving us a second delivery, and it

would so expedite the mails, that the second delivery could take place, both in

winter and summer, at a time when business men were in their offices.

1550. Are you aware that that is a remedy which most persons connected

with the county of Waterford look for :—It is.

1551. Mr. Grogan.\ You have stated that in consequence of the inconveni

ence arising from the want of postal communications, you have occasionally been

obliged to send your letters by hand or parcel, as an indirect mode of sending

them.
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them. Can you give the Committee any idea of the total number of letters Mr. C. O'Brien.

which you may have sent in this indirect mode within any given period of time, a

month or a twelvemonth ?—I venture to say that I have sent 40 within one month. 13 Ju'y lfe55'

1552. Of course, then, the whole of the postage upon those 40 letters was lost

to the Post-office revenue ?—Lost to the Post-office revenue.

1553. Mr. Barrow^] Was that before the change to Clonmel 1—Yes, it was

before the change to Clonmel.

1554. Mr. Grogan.~] The transmission of those 40 letters to which you refer

took place before the recent change in the mail communication to Clonmel ?—

Yes : the number would be reduced to half now.

1 555. But those 20 now go by post to Clonmel in consequence of the improved

•communication 1—Yes.

1556. Are you obliged now to send any number of letters in an indirect mode

for want of postal communication ?—Yes, about 20 ; half the grievance was re

medied in one case, and in the other it remains unaltered.

1557. Have you any doubt in your own mind that commercial gentlemen in

Dungarvan are obliged to resort to that same mode of communication ? —I have

no doubt of it ; I know it is the fact.

1558. Mr. LiddellJ} Do you think that that practice is quite sufficient to ac

count for the great diminution that is observable in the revenue of the post-office

of Dungarvan 1—I should say it accounts for it to a certain extent, but to what

extent 1 cannot say.

1.559. But if your evidence is correct, it would account for the whole, if one

individual has been in the habit of sending 40 letters a month?—I was in the

habit of sending 40 letters a month.

1560. Mr. Barrow.'} How many gentlemen in Dungarvan would send 20

letters a month indirectly as well as yourself?—I cannot exactly say, but I sup

pose there would be 20.

1561. Mr. Grogan.'] Twenty gentlemen engaged in mercantile pursuits like

yourselfwould have the same necessity for speedy communication with Clonmel?

—Yes ; there are seasons in the year when we have no need of so much com

munication between those towns as at others ; I speak of the times when the

corn trade and the butter trade are at full work ; I am in the corn trade.

1562. Your remark about sending 20 letters a month in an indirect mode

.applies to the period when commercial business is most active in Dungarvan '.'

—Yes, and in those towns connected with it.

i .563. Mr. BarrowJ] According to the present average, deducting Clonmel,

would you undertake to say that you send 120 letters in a year by indirect convey

ance yourself?—I should state that I had a branch house at that time in Fermoy.

1564. But other arrangements having removed some of the difficulty, will

you give the Committee the number now?— If the same relations existed with

me at present that did a year ago in Fermoy, the number would be increased.

'5^5- I do not want to know what would have happened if the same state of

things had continued ; I want to know your present grievance ?—If it is not a

present grievance to me, it is to others.

1 566. Without reference to what happened before, at what do you estimate

your present indirect transmission of letters ?—Of course you must make allow

ance for the unexpectedness of the question, but I should say from 80 to 1 00

in the year.

1567. How many gentlemen in Dungarvan are equally inconvenienced with

yourself?—There may be from 15 to 20.

1568. Then allowing the 80 to be made 120, that is 10 s. a year ; that multi

plied by the 15 other gentlemen would make 7 /. 10*. ?— I may be wide of the

mark.

1569. ChairmanJ] If those returns are correct which you have been reading

from the almanack, and if your statement be correct, which I presume it is,

from your own knowledge that the trade of Dungarvan is not going back, but

improving, there must be some cause, which has not been explained yet, why

the Post-office revenue does not advance with the trade of the town ?—I am

unable to explain it.

1570. You state partly as the cause the use of other modes of transmitting

letters besides the Post-office ?—I state that as part of the cause.

1.571. You do not mean to say that that is the whole cause ?—No, that is one

cause.

0.62. N 3 1572. Mr.
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C. O'Brien. 1,5/2. Mr. Grogan.] You only state that as part of the cause within your own

knowledge ?—Yes..

13 July 1855. 1573. Mr. Liddell.] Do you think there is any reason to suppose that the

diminution has been caused by expensive additional arrangements made by the

Post-office ?—I am not aware that the Post-office have made any expensive

additional arrangements.

1574. Have any additional arrangements been lately granted to the public by

the post-office at Dungarvan ?—Additional arrangements have been granted by

the post-office at Dungarvan, but I believe without any additional expense,

merely by better arrangements.

1575. In transmitting letters by carmen, or parcels, or anything of the kind,

have you to make any payment ?—I pay 6 d. for every letter I send in an indirect

manner.

1576. Is it your impression that there are 15 mercantile houses in Dungarvan,

who like yourself are in the habit of using this indirect mode, and who pay the

same sum?—They must pay 6d. a letter; the letters are generally entrusted to

the driver ; I always pay him 6 d. for every letter I entrust him with ; and

I presume that every other person in Dungarvan similarly circumstanced must

do the same.

1577. I take it for granted that you would not write any letter to be trans

mitted in this manner, except under most pressing circumstances ?—No.

1578. Therefore the indirect communication to which you are now referring

constitutes an absolute postal requirement of the town ?—Yes.

1579. Viscount MonckJ] The great diminution in the postal revenue of Dun

garvan seems to be between 1852 and 1853. Between 1852 and 1853, were

there any great additional facilities for transmission afforded by the opening of

any communications, such as additional cars or carriages put on the road ?—I

cannot bring to my recollection at present how that was.

1580. I mean on the lines in which this indirect letter communication takes

place?— 1 had greater facilities in 1852 and 1853.

1.581. What were they? — I had kept up a line of cars of my own between

those towns, and those cars used to take a very large number of letters for other

people as well as for myself.

1.582. Chairman.] I think you stated, in the early part of your evidence, that

some short time ago, that is, before the railway was completed and opened, you

had greater facilities from the Post-office than you have at present ?—Much

greater.

1583. And when you had those greater facilities, of course persons in trade

and other persons availed themselves of those facilities?—They did.

1,584. Not having those facilities now, they cannot avail themselves of

them r—They cannot.

158.5. Would not that in some degree account for the great falling off of the

postal revenue ?—Decidedly it would.

1.586. Is it the case that some persons have found other means of carrying on

their correspondence ?—It is.

1.587. And other persons have given up writing altogether?—Yes; many

persons have given up writing, because waiting four or five days would render it

useless.

1588. It is not worth while writing when four or five days would be necessary

to get an answer :— It is so in many cases.

1.589. Viscount MonclcJ] Do you mean to tell the Committee that you have

positively less facility for communication now than you had before the railways

generally were opened in Ireland?—I do.

1590. Do you mean to say that you do not get a letter from London more

quickly now than you did before ?— I do not mean to say we are worse off with

.Dublin and England, but we are worse off as regards the surrounding towns.

1591. Still you were comparatively worse off before, because it you get your

letters from London so much more quickly than formerly, you can transmit

information to your correspondents at any one of those towns more quickly on

the whole than you could have done before :—No, not anything like it ; for

example, a letter written in London on Monday, if posted by three o'clock,

I should receive in Dungarvan, if there were a second delivery, on Tuesday

evening, or by my box; that communication is very good, and direct; we have

no complaint to make of that ; then I should wait until next day to write my

: order
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order consequent upon the receipt of the intelligence from London to correspon- Mr. C O'E

dents in the neighbouring town, say of Lismore ; that letter would go to Dublin,

 

and come back again in two days ; it would not be in Lismore before the third 13 July 1855.

day, which would be Friday ; so that it takes from Monday till Friday to transact

any business in Lismore consequent upon the receipt of intelligence from

London ; whereas formerly, by the old mail-coach, a letter written on Monday in

London would be received in Durgarvan on Wednesday morning ; I should

write on Wednesday morning, and it would be in Lismore in the course of

Wednesday; so that we are two days worse off than we were before.

1592. What is the communication between Dungarvan and Lismore, which

has been taken off the road, which makes it so much later ?—There was a mail-

coach, as I stated before, which started from Waterford, and went through Dun

garvan, and all those towns on the way, so that letters which now take two days

to travel, took only two hours at that time.

'593- Is there not a direct postal communication between Waterford and
Dungarvan now by car ?—We do not complain of the Wraterford communication.

1594. Chairman.] Does that car go any further than Dungarvan ? —The car

does go further than Dungarvan, the mail does not.

1.595. Mr. Maguire.~\ Contrasting the old state of things with the new state

of things, I think you said that even taking advantage of the more rapid trans

mission of the English letters to Dungarvan, under the present state of things,

your correspondent in Lismore would not receive the letter until Friday, con

sequent upon a letter posted in London on Monday? —Not till Friday.

1 596. You would not have a reply to that letter till Sunday ?—No.

'597- Whereas under the former state of things, when the mail was carried by

mail-coach, you would have had an answer to the letter on Thursday morning?

—Yes.

1598. Mr. LiddellJ] I do not quite understand some evidence which you

gave just now ; you said that at one time you had cars of your own ?— Yes.

1 599. And that others were in the habit of making use of those cars for the

transmission of their letters ?—Yes.

1600. Were those letters paid for at 6d. a letter, as you have been in the

habit of paying? — No ; I have no doubt my servant used to take letters without

charge ; 1 state the charge of 6d. a letter as arising when I use the drivers of the

cars or Bianconi's cars ; I generally pay them 6d. a letter.

1601. You do not any longer run those cars?—No; I have ceased the

traffic.

1 602. Why have you ceased to run those cars ?—Because I gave up the com

mercial connexions I had in Fermoy.

1603. Then it is not in consequence of greater facilities being afforded to you

by the Post-office that you have ceased to run those cars? —No.

1 604. Have you no more facilities now than you had when you were in the

habit of running those cars?—Not any more with Fermoy or Lismore.

1605. Yet that facility which enabled you to transmit those letters was not

sufficient to induce you to continue to run those cars?— This was a business con

nexion of my own j of course, if I ceased to run them others would take my

place.

1606. Chairman.'] That business which induced you to have the cars has

ceased now ?—Yes ; they were running for other purposes than the transmission

of letters, for commercial purposes.

1607. Mr. Maguire] Assuming that the Post-office authorities will not make

use of this railway, and thus enable you to have a mail delivery at four o'clock,

is it not possible to transmit the mail by the present conveyance, or rather to

improve the mode of conveyance by two hours instead of one, so as to give you

all those mails at an earlier hour in Dungarvan ?—Yes, that will particularly

apply to the mail from Youghal, which is one hour behind time ; if it arrived

one hour earlier the letters would go out by the morning delivery at nine o'clock ;

but it does not arrive till 10, in consequence of the miserable conveyance ; it is

a one-horse car.

1608. Chairman.'] What is the distance from Youghal to Dungarvan?—

About 18 miles.

1 609. Does that go the direct route over the mountain ?—It goes the direct

route over the mountain.

1610. Do they change the horse ?—They do not change the horse.

0.62. K 4 That
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Mr. C.O'Britn. 161 1. That is 18 Irish miles ?—About 15 Irish miles, about 18 or 19 Englishmiles.

13 July 1855. 1612. Mr. Maxuire.] Speaking of the mail which arrives at ten o'clock and

which is not delivered, could that mail under the present state of things arrive

in Dungarvan at an earlier hour ?—If they put two horses on to the conveyance

it could.

1613. Could the conveyance which brings the mail from Waterford at six in

the evening be improved ?—No.

1614. So that you must depend upon the railway in order to accomplish an

earlier arrival of that ?—Yes.

1615. I believe Bianconi's cars are used in all parts of the county of Water-

ford ?—Yes.

1616. They are used in all counties in Ireland, if I mistake not :—I do not

believe we have any cars in Waterford but Bianconi's.

1617. So that their terms are as well known to the Post-office authorities as

to anybody else?—Yes.

1618. Viscount Monck.] You mean the usual terms upon which Mr. Bian-

coni performs his services ?—One might say that the usual terms would be, when

a car is especially engaged to suit the convenience of the Post-office : in this

case the cars run to suit the convenience of the passengers at hours which would

suit the purpose of the public for the conveyance of the mails.

1619. Then this particular offer must have been brought specially under the

inspector's notice, if he can have been supposed to have known it?—I do not

say that it was an offer ; I stated that I believed from the correspondence 1 had

with him, that that would be about the rate at which it would be done, namely,

about 10/., and I state that, because the car is always running in connexion

with the car at Waterford.

1620. Then, in point of fact, your knowledge of the transaction is merely

derived from communication with Mr. Biancoui, and not with the Post-office

authorities 1—Merely so.

T 62 1 . You do not believe that any communication has occurred between Mr.

Bianconi and the Post-office upon the subject ?—I am not aware.

1622. Chairman.'] You think, probably, that the Post-office have the same

means of knowing all this as yourself?—Yes.

1623. Viscount Monck.~\ You say you are a resident in Dungarvan?—I am.

1 624. Is the inspector resident there ?—No, he is not.

1625. Are you not in constant communication with the person who has the

superintendence of Mr. Bianconi's concerns there ?—I am not in constant com

munication, but when I require statistics I write for them, and I get them. As

regards the inspector being aware ofthis car being to be had, I am fully satisfied,

because Mr. Bianconi's cars carry the mail to Clonmel and to Waterford ; this

car runs in communication with the car to Waterford ; in fact it is the same

driver that goes along from Listnore to Waterford, and I drew the attention of

the inspector to the fact about 12 months ago.

1626. Will you explain what you mean by " the fact" ?—The fact of the car

running in connexion with the Waterford car from Lismore to Dungarvan.

1627. Did you express any opinion to the inspector as to the facility of

carrying the plan into execution, or did you mention the plan to him at all?—

I cannot speak positively upon that point.

1628. Are you aware that any representations have been made to the Post-

office with regard to these grievances at any time ?—I am ; I know they have

been made.

1629. Chairman.} You say by this new arrangement you are served with the

London and Dublin letters at six o'clock in the evening ?—Yes.

1 630. And that by another arrangement you could be served at four o'clock

in the evening ?—Yes.

1631. Do the letters from Dublin and London for Cappoquin, Lismore and

Tallow, come by that same route to Dungarvan ?—They do ; they come by

Clonmel.

i 63-2. By Clonmel to Dungarvan ?—Yes.

1633. How are they transmitted from Dungarvan to Cappoquin; are the

Dublin and London letters for Cappoquin forwarded from Dungarvan that

evening ?—A letter from Dungarvan for Cappoquin must find its way to Clon

mel
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mel that evening ; thence to Goldscross and Dublin, coming back with the Mr. C.

Dublin and English letters.

1634. Do you mean to say that a letter for Cappoquin from London or 13 July 1855.

Dublin, which arrives in Dungarvan in the evening at six o'clock, goes back

again to Dublin, and comes down the next day for Cappoquin ?—Yes, that is the

case ; sometimes it changes at Goldscross, but I have frequently had letters with

the Dublin postmark.

1635. But at all events you can say that if a letter for Cappoquin comes

down from London or Dublin to Dungarvan, which is its regular route} that

there is no direct route for it to go on to Cappoquin from Dungarvan ?—None

at all.

1636. There is no other way except going to Goldscross, or round by Dublin

and coming down again ?—There is no other way to communicate between Cap

poquin and Dungarvan.

1637. Supposing you wanted to write a letter to Lord Stuart de Decies from

London; his post town is Cappoquin, nine miles from Dungarvan ; how would it

go ?—A London letter will go to Dublin, from Dublin to Goldscross, and right

down straight to Cappoquin.

1638. How does it get to Cappoquin from Goldscross?—From Goldscross

they come to Cahir, and from Cahir to Clogheen, and from Clogheen to Lismore

and Cappoquin.

1639. That letter leaves the railway at Goldscross, and goes the rest of the

journey by car r—Yes ; the direct communications from England and Dublin to

those towns cannot be complained of much.

1640. What communication is there between Cappoquiu and Cahir •—There

is a one-horse car.

1641. That carries the mail?—It carries the mail.

1642. Viscount Monck.] Cappoquin is not a place of much trade, I believe?

—No ; but there are a great number of gentry living there and at Lismore ;

within a circuit of six miles round those two places, there are more gentry than

•within the whole county put together.

1643. Chairman."] At all events, a little attention on the part of the Post-

office would set things right there, and would be a great convenience ?—A great

convenience ; and the great convenience we received about a year ago, J believe,

has not cost the Post-office a penny ; before that they were paying a car to run

at hours inconvenient for passengers ; they have put off that car, and using now

the cars that were always employed for passengers ; so that, I believe, though I

am not stating it as a fact, that they have got the advantage of those cars,

bringing us in the night mail and the day-mail instead of the one which would

have brought us in only the day-mail for the same money.

1644. Mr. Maguire.~\ I believe you furnished me with a very detailed

account about the autumn of 1853, of the postal inconveniences affecting Dun

garvan and the neighbouring towns ?—I furnished you with a table giving the

distances, the time occupied by a letter in travelling those distances, the pro

bable expense of the improvement we required, and the nature of the improve

ment.

1645. If I mistake not, that referred to some nine or ten towns ?—Yes.

1 646. Since that time there has been a certain improvement ?—There has ;

we have got a direct communication with Cork and Youghal, which we had not

then ; a direct communication with Clonmel, which we had not then. We have

got now two mails coming in instead of one, but the second of those mails is

useless to the public; it is of advantage to a few who have boxes, but to the

general public it is useless, because the letters remain till the morning.

1647. Taking the general rapid transmission of letters common to the whole

United Kingdom generally, those extraordinary interruptions of communications

are the more startling, and, in fact, the more inconvenient on that occasion ?—

They are much more so; and, in fact, they are quite ridiculous in the present

age. What I could do eight or teu years ago in one day, I could not do now by

the Post-office in seven days.

1648. Chairman.] In fact, you could hear sooner from the Crimea now than

you can from a neighbouring town nine miles off?—Yes.

1649. Mr. Maguire.~] In consequence of the representation made in the House

by Mr. Wilson, the inspector called upon you ?—He did.

0.6*. O ' 1650. Did
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Mr. C. OfBrien. 1650. Did he question the accuracy of some of those details ?— He did not

question the accuracy of them, but he admitted it.

13 July 1855. 1651. Chairman.] Have you anything more which you wish to state to the

Committee :—I have nothing more.

H.4.Herbert,Esq.

M.P.

Henry Arthur Herbert, Esq., a Member of the Committee; Examined.

1652. Chairman.] YOU are Member for the county of Kerry?—I am.

1 653. And you are lieutenant of the county also ?—Yes.

1 6.54. Have you anything to state to the Committee relative to the postal

arrangements connected with that district?—I may, perhaps, be permitted to

begin by stating, that in consequence of the very late period of the Session at

which this Committee was moved for, and the obvious impossibility of going

into all the details relative to every part of the country, I have not summoned

witnesses from my own county, and therefore I cannot pretend to go into all

the details connected with the country, or even into some details which the

Committee might have thought necessary ; but I preferred writing to my

county, and getting such information as I could, in order to state to the

Committee the principal grievance of which we complain, as regards our county

town. I may also state that my attention has been turned to this subject for a

considerable time, and that there was a great wish expressed by the merchants

of the county town, Tralee, the case of which I am now going to state, to have

their mail conveyed from Mallow to Killarney, 40 miles by rail, which is not

now made use of by the Post-office, and so on from Killarney to Tralee, which

would have remedied all the inconveniences they complain of.

1655. Mr. GroganJ] That railway is in daily operation?—In daily operation;

but, in justice to Lord Canning, 1 should say that, having made an application

on the part of the county, he went into the whole subject with me, and had

estimates taken, and he convinced me that the expenses of what was then

suggested would be so great that we could not reasonably ask for it. I think it

necessary just to make that short preliminary statement, because I have a right to

say, that, as regards that, we have been treated with the greatest courtesy and

consideration by the Post-office.

1656. Are you speaking now of the night-mail?—Of the night-mail. The

company which that railway belongs to, run no train at present at night, and

consequently the amount involved in the payment of all the incidental expenses

of the train, as well as the actual expense of the train itself, would be so great

that we could not expect it. When that representation was made through me

to the merchants of Tralee, they made another proposal, namely, to accelerate

the car which carries the night-mail from Mallow on to the town of Tralee.

The mail is now carried as far as a place called Cloonbannon, and branches off

in the direction of Tralee by a one-horse cart. Now, what they complain of is,

that the Post office during the last few years, by an over economy by these side

conveyances from the railway, have deprived districts not actually upon the

great lines of railway of the improvement which they had a right to expect

from the completion of those lines of railway. I can illustrate it thus : before

we had a railway at all, the mails were brought to Tralee from Limerick by a

very well-appointed four-horse coach, which was one of the best and fastest

mails in Ireland ; it was brought in again on the other side from Cork by another

four-horse conveyance. We say that if the Post-office were as anxious as we

think they ought to be, to give us the full advantages created by railways

when they carried the mails a certain portion of the distance towards us

by rail, that is no reason for giving us so very inferior a conveyance from the

rail to our county town. We were, of course, aware that we could not expect

a four-horse coach ; but we thought that we mi»ht reasonably expect a pair-

horse conveyance which should be able to go at a fair pace to keep something

like punctuality as regards time. Consequently, when it was found that the

expense would be too great of carrying our mails by the train, the merchants of

Tralee requested the Postmaster-general through me to establish a pair-horse

car instead of the one-horse vehicle which now runs. I will now, if the Com

mittee will allow me, read the memorial ; it is very short : " The memorial of

the undersigned bankers, merchants, traders, professional men, and other inha

bitants of the town and vicinity of Tralee, county Kerry, showeth, That Tralee is

a town of great and rapidly increasing commercial importance, and that it is

but
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but an act of justice to the inhabitants, and all the interests connected there- H.A.Herberi,EKi.

with, that they should receive the full benefit of the rapid transmission of the M-p-

mails which, by the aid of steam and railways, is now general through the

country. That the mail which leaves Dublin at 7.30 p.m., and which the^Post- 13 July l855<

office declares to be due at Tralee at 9.45 a.m. (allowing over 13 hours for its

transmission), is carried to Tralee with the greatest irregularity, often one and

sometimes two hours after the time fixed by the Post-office for its arrival, to the

serious detriment and inconvenience of memorialists, whose business arrange

ments are thereby greatly interfered with. That this delay (on inquiry by the

memorialists) is believed to be attributable to the fact, that the said mails are

conveyed from Mallow to Tralee by a badly equipped one-horse car quite unsuited

for the service of mails of such importance, and which has frequently broken down,

causing the Tralee mails for Dublin, &c. to be late at the Mallow Railway station,

on one occasion to the very serious prejudice of one of your memorialists. That

the delivery of letters in Tralee is necessarily delayed by the irregular convey

ance of the mail, and on some days has not taken place before 11.30 a.m. in

streets adjacent to the Post-office, to the great inconvenience of the public.

That memorialists, with all respect, cannot believe that the present mode of con

veyance, and the manner in which it is carried out, are known to your Lordship,

or that such abuses, when pointed out and established, can have the sanction of

the Post-office department. That in the present state of affairs, inconvenience

must be also felt in the military department. That memorialists respectfully

request your Lordship's attention to this memorial ; and memorialists will pray."

It is signed by above 80 highly respectable persons. If the Committee will now

allow me, I will read the reply that was sent to me by the Post-office ; it is a

copy of a letter from Mr. James Kendrick, the district surveyor, to Mr.

G. C. Cornwall : " In returning the enclosed memorial of the inhabitants of

Tralee (presented to the Postmaster-general by Mr. Herbert, M. P.), complaining

of the late arrival of the Dublin mails there, I beg leave to observe that the

memorialists are labouring under a mistake in supposing that the mail-car from

Mallow is due in Tralee at 9.45 a.m., as the true time for arrival there is

8.40 a.m. ; nor has the car arrived there later than 10 a.m., except during the

late heavy snow, when it was impossible for any conveyance to maintain due

time. Previously to the 25th of March last, no contract existed for keeping in

repair a portion of the road over which the car travels, extending from Clon-

bannon Cross to King William's Town, a distance of 11 miles and 3 furlongs, and

in consequence thereof an imperfection in the road, such as rendered it necessary

to grant the mail-car contractor 15 minutes additional for performance of the

journey, resulted. On the 31st March last, I directed Mr. Eyre to travel over

the road from Mallow to King William's Town, and to report upon the state of it.

I learnt from him that a contract had been entered into, and that men were

employed on the road in repairing it ; but he was still of opinion that the

15 minutes additional time should be continued to the mail-car contractor. On

receipt of the present memorial, I again directed Mr. Eyre to travel over the

whole road from Mallow to Tralee ; he did so, and informed me it was in good

order. I therefore apprised Mr. Bianconi that the 15 minutes allowed him

over and above the regular time for conveyance of the mails should be discon

tinued, and the mails have for some time past been carried over it at the

prescribed pace. With regard to the allegation contained in this memorial, that

the mails are conveyed in a badly appointed car, I have only to observe that there

must have been some mistake in the information obtained by the memorialists in

that respect, as I think it shall be found that the case is not so. I am, &c., &c.,

James Kendrick." Now I have only a very few observations to make upon this.

In the first place, the mistake alluded to was a clerical error, apparently of some

importance, but at the same time it does not touch the whole question. It is

perfectly true that the mail is supposed to arrive at 8.40, and not 9.45, as stated

in the memorial ; but Mr. Kendrick's answer makes a most important admission,

for although he says that the proper time for arriving is 8.40, he says, " Nor

has the car arrived there later than 10a.m., except during the late heavy snow."

He therefore admits that the mail was frequently as late as 10, putting out of

the question altogether the bad weather which might naturally interfere with the

arrival of the mail. I think that, coming from the Post-office, is a very strong

admission, and very strongly proves that the memorialists had a right to complain

of the kind of conveyance. But what they say is this, that the mail might arrive

• 0.62. O 2 much
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H.4.Herhert,E&(i. much sooner if we had a pair-horse vehicle which would carry it with perfect

M.P. regularity, and at greater speed ; and I submit to the Committee, that the wants

——^—— of the town of Tralee would justify them in making that demand ; and

13 July 1855. Mr. Kendrick's answer does not go into that question at all, except as stating

that the one-horse car that exists he believes to be a well-appointed one ; I can,

myself, bear testimony, having seen this car, that it is an exceedingly badly-

appointed car, and I do not believe there is a single one of the gentlemen whose

names are attached to the memorial who is not also aware of the fact, and it is

therefore a question, as matter of opinion, what is a well-appointed car, or what is a

badly-appointed car. I have no hesitation in saying that the cars which are em

ployed by the Post-office in the whole of the south of Ireland, so far as my experience

is concerned, are exceedingly bad, and the horses of the worst description ; and, as

a general rule, I have heard complaints, whenever I have made inquiries, of the

irregularity of their arrivals, and more especially of the diminution of speed in

comparison with the former conveyances which were used for conveying the mails.

It is, 1 dare say, perfectly true, as Mr. Kendrick states it, that the road was under

going repair in a certain portion of it ; but I do submit to the Committee that if

we had what we ask, a pair-horse vehicle with a couple of horses, strong enough

to drag a light conveyance such as the mail is, the mere fact of the road being

under repair, or the mere fact of there being occasional bad weather (of course

I do not allude to the entirely exceptional case of the deep snow of this year),

should not cause the irregularities that are complained of in the mail. I there

fore would say to the Committee that the grievance of which we have to com

plain is, that the same efforts which were made formerly by the Post-office to give

us speed and regularity, quoad the coaches, are now entirely given up, and the

mails in that part of Ireland to Tralee are carried by a conveyance which is

insufficient for the purpose for which it is employed. It is scarcely necessary for

me to add, that of course every moment that is lost, which is an inconvenience

to the county town, where there is very considerable business and a number of

highly respectable merchants, and which is also generally the depot of a regi

ment, is infinitely more strongly felt the instant you get to any distance at all

beyond the town ; for whereas by the present hours it is not very easy for men of

business to answer a letter by return of post at all, and anywhere beyond, it is

quite impossible, or even for a person residing in the vicinity of the town,

coupling that with the late hours and the irregular arrivals of the mail. That is

the case I wish to state to the Committee.

1657. Mr. GroganJ] Does the memorial of the merchants of Tralee allude to

the inconvenience sustained from the non-arrival of the mail during the snow in

the recent bad weather ?—The memorial does not specially allude to that period ;

but I have no doubt that the existence of the snow so aggravated the evil as to

have weighed upon the minds when they were drawing up the memorial. I am

at the same time aware that irregularities did exist when there was no snow at

all. I may mention, with reference to that, that I happened to be quartered, as

colonel of the militia, in Tralee ; the barracks are about a mile distant from the

Post-office ; I frequently had official letters, which I might almost say were im

portant, at all events, very desirable to be answered by return of post, and I

had the greatest possible difficulty in doing so, and was frequently unable to do

so ; and therefore I am led to the conclusion that men of business in the town,

whose time was of much more importance probably than mine was, would have

been put to very great inconvenience.

16.58. Mr. FaganJ] You do not make any complaint of the Killarney convey

ance ?—As regards Killarney alone, in which I am more personally interested, we

have no complaint to make ; our letters arrive in ample time, and we have plenty

of time for answering them.

1659. By what conveyance ?—By the car which leaves Mallow on the arrival

of the night train which conveys the mail as far as Cloonbannon ; I am not sure

whether it is a different car which branches off at Cloonbannon, or whether ours

is the branch car ; however, as regards Killarney, there is no grievance ; but if

we had an accelerated conveyance, or a conveyance anything like as good as we

had previous to the establishment of railways at all, we should have the mail in

so much sooner that the district beyond Killarney would be very much con-

venienced by it.

1660. When do letters leaving London by the five o'clock train for Tralee,

and reaching Mallow in the day time, get to Tralee ?—There is no day-mail at

all;
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all ; a letter posted for the five o'clock mail in London does not arrive in Tralee HA

a brtsooner than it ,t was posted for the night-mail, there being no daylaU to

1661. Therefore it must remain several hours in the Mallow post-office?— It '3 July 1855.

either remains m Mallow or Dublin,but I should rather think it remains in Dublin

3 h' ™e rnin L.Iv! 1 TrninS L™1011 maik leave Dublin somewhere

about half-past eight r—There have been some changes of late, and therefore

1 cannot give exact evidence as to that ; but there is a day-mail.

1663. In my recollection there was a very well appointed, and though not verv

fast, yet very regular running coach, which ran from Mallow to Killarney on

the arrival of that tram which was running to Cork ; it ran straight to Killarnev

and arrived at Killarney somewhere about seven o'clock in the evenin°- • is that

the case now ?—No, there is no coach at all, now that the railway is completed

and a passenger leaving by the 12 o'clock train at this moment, which is the

tram in connexion with Killarney, arrives at Killarney at eight, in the same

carnage as that in which he left Dublin; therefore there is no necessity ibr the

coach now but that train takes no day-mail. The train which takes the dav-

mail to Cork is an earlier train, and there is no train travelling off from Mallow

for Killarney at this present moment in connexion with that; "there was a day-

mail to Killarney by that early train when there was a train along the branch

from Mallow in connexion with it, but since the company have given up the

tram from Mallow to Killarney, which was in connexion with that day-mail to

Cork, there is none. ' '

1664. Viscount Monck.] I understood you to say that the public have to

thank the railway company for taking off the train, and thereby depriving them

of the day-mail to Mallow ?—I think they have to thank the arrangements which

the company thought it necessary to make.

1665. The Post-office were not to blame for that ?—I am not blaming the

Post-office for it; and I intended to state that I did not complain so much of the

want of a day-mail, as, in my opinion, of an improved mode of conveyance of the

night-mail, the night-mail being by far the most important mail to the merchants

of Tralee, embracing as it does the great mass of their London, Cork and Dublin

letters.

1666. Mr. Pagan.'] A letter leaving London at five o'clock would not be for

warded into the interior by the half-past eight o'clock train that leaves Dublin

for Cork in the morning?—Not to Kerry ; certainly not.

1 667. It remains till the night train, and leaves Dublin at half-past seven ?—

It does.

1668. Though there is a mail which leaves Dublin at 12 o'clock r—A train

leaves Dublin, not a mail.

1669. A letter leaving London at nine o'clock in the evening reaches Dublin

in time for the 12 o'clock train ?—It does.

1670. And notwithstanding that, it remains in Dublin to the following
evening?— It does. B

1671. Supposing the letters were forwarded by the 12 o'clock train, that train

goes on to Killarney straight ?—Yes.

1672. Would not that be a very great convenience, not only to the Killarney

people, but also to the Tralee merchants, as regards the London correspondence"?

—Practically, I do not think it would be any benefit to Tralee, because it arrives

at Killarney at eight, and would take at least two or two-and-a-half hours to get

on to Tralee, and a letter delivered at that hour of the night would be of no

value; and therefore a letter arriving at a reasonable time in the morning

would be equally convenient to the Tralee people, according to the present

arrangement.

1 673. Then you think that using the Killarney Railway would be of no advan

tage to the Tralee merchants r—I do not go quite so far as that ; I think it

would be of the greatest possible advantage if we had a mail train in connexion

with the Cork mail train from Mallow to Killarney, with a conveyance to meet

it at Killarney and take it on to Tralee. But, as I said before, having gone

minutely into it with Lord Canning, and calculated the expense which it would

involve. I was quite sure in my own mind it would be so large, that I at once

said, on the part of those I represented, that I could not demand it.

0.62. O 3 1674. That
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ff.jt.Herbert,Es<i. i6?4- That has reference to the night train ?—Yes.

»«•*• 1675- But the question put to you refers to a train now running, which would

not derange the hour of starting ?—Exactly.

13 July 1855. j g^g ^re you a director of the Tralee and Killarney Railway ?—I am.

1677. Have the directors made any offer to the Post-office to carry the mail

in the trains which now run regularly in the day-time ?—The change has been so

recent that I cannot exactly tell the Committee that, but I may state that when

the train in connexion with the early Cork train ran, they did carry the day-mail

to Killarney ; that, however, was discontinued when the connexion was esta

blished with the 12 o'clock Dublin train instead of the early train ; and therefore

a day mail to Killarney, although it might be of course a trifling convenience to

people to receive letters or newspapers at eight o'clock at night, it is of course

perfectly obvious could not, arriving at that time, be of any great convenience or

importance to the inhabitants generally. The company, at the period to which

I allude, did carry the day mail for nothing.

1678. Mr. Grogan.~\ The London mails arriving in Dublin, leave Dublin by

the half-past eight o'clock train, for Cork, and go through Mallow ?—Yes.

1679. Formerly there was a train from Mallow to Killarney, in connexion

with the day mail on the Killarney railway ?—Yes. *

1680. They then carried the mail for nothing?—The mail was carried for

nothing, then, for a short time.

1681. At the interview which you had with the Postmaster-general, was the

question of the day mail, or of any payment to the Killarney Company, under

consideration at all ?—There was some communication, both by letter and ver

bally, and I exerted myself, as Member for the county, to get the Railway Com

pany to take the day mail for a fair remuneration. After considerable discussion,

seeing that I was rather pertinacious about it, they determined to offer to take it

for nothing ; and I understood the reason for that was, that they did not wish to

establish a precedent for taking it at a low rate of remuneration ; they thought

that taking it for nothing could do them no harm elsewhere. I should state that

the railway of which I am a director, being a branch line, is under the control of

a large and powerful company, who have very much the control of everything

that goes on, and who very naturally have interests in other places, which some

times clash with the local interests of short lines.

1682. Then I am to presume that, with regard to the early train from Mallow

to Killarney, which is now discontinued, the number of passengers going by it

did not pay for its expenses ?—The company, I suppose (for I was not present

at the meeting when the change was decided upon), thought that it would pay

them better to have a train in connexion with the train that leaves Dublin

at 12 o'clock, than the one which starts at an earlier hour. I do not think

\ve have any reason to believe that the other train did not pay its expenses.

1683. If it paid the expenses of the work, would not the convenience of the

public be very greatly improved by having the two trains ?—No doubt the con

venience of the public would be very much advanced by having two trains, but

I suppose the directors thought that one train would pay better than the two.

I have been put to some personal inconvenience myself in consequence of the

abolition of the early train.

1 684. ChairmanJ] I believe you stated, in the early part of your evidence,

that the mails were formerly conveyed to Limerick, and thence by coach to

Tralee ?—They were running through the towns of Adair, Rathkeale, Newcastle,

Abbeyfeale, and Castle Island.

1685. That coach has been discontinued?—That coach has been discontinued

for carrying the mails since the completion of the railway to Mallow.

1686. Is it still running, though not carrying mails?—I cannot say whether

it is running at this moment. I believe it did run for some time after, and

that it was put on again after having been discontinued ; but for carrying the

great mail, it has been practically discontinued since the completion of the line

to Mallow.

1687. At present, if you post a letter in London to go by the five o'clock

despatch, that letter arrives in Limerick by railway at 40 minutes past one in

the afternoon. If you had this coach still going, and the time answered from

Limerick
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Limerick to Tralee, would not that give you an early arrival of the day-mail of H.A. Herbert, Esq.

Tralee ?—No ; I think in that case the mail would arrive late at night at Tralee. M- *•

1688. I speak of the day-mail which arrives at Limerick at 40 minutes past

one, in the middle of the day ?—A conveyance starting as soon as the letters l

were sorted after the arrival of that train would arrive in Tralee so late at night

as to be practically useless.

1689. Sir S. Northcote.] How far is it from Limerick to Tralee?—In round

numbers, I think from about 60 to 70 miles.

1 690. Chairman.'] Would there be any advantage gained to the correspondence

of Tralee by the conveyance of the night-mail by Limerick, instead of, as at

present, by Mallow ?—Certainly not ; I should say it could not be done without a

very considerable loss of time and increased expense, I should think ; but it is

a matter of opinion.

1691. Mr. F. Scully.,] If the night-mail arrived in Limerick at one o'clock in

the morning1, which it might do if the railway were used, could not a four-horse

coach leave for Tralee, which would arrive there in the course of the morn

ing ?—I think it would be a very much more expensive mode of proceeding than

the present mode, or the one suggested, because it is much further from Limerick

to Tralee, along the road, than it is from Mallow to Tralee ; the Post-office have

adopted, and I think properly, the plan of starting from the nearest convenient

point of the railway to the town of Tralee. I therefore think that accelerating

the present conveyance would be very much better than starting the mails by

a conveyance over a much longer line of road.

1692. Are there not many towns upon that line injured by the change which

has taken place by the abolition of a four-horse coach, and the establishment of

a communication in another direction ?—I cannot positively state that as a fact,

but I have no doubt, as a matter of opinion, that those towns through which the

mails passed, and through which there was a certain amount of posting, must

have been injured by the change which has been introduced by turning the

traffic by the railway.

1693. And the time of the arrival and the despatch of the mails has been also

delayed in consequence of the change ?—I am not practically acquainted with

the arrangements which have been made since that time as regards the County

Limerick towns ; therefore I would rather not give an opinion.

1 694. Mr. Fagan.~\ Would it not be a better and more rapid mode of convey

ance for the Dublin and London letters, if those letters left by the train which

leaves Dublin at half-past 8 in the morning, and remained in Mallow for a few

hours till the starting of the mid-day train to Killarney, then forwarding those

letters by the old arrangement to Killarney, and then on to Tralee ?—I do not

quite understand what letters the Honourable Member refers to.

1695. The letters that leave London by the 5 o'clock express train would be

forwarded by the half-past 8 o'clock train, which leaves Dublin the following

morning, down to Mallow, remain in Mallow, and then be taken up by the

Killarney train which leaves in the mid-day for Tralee ?—It would give a slight

acceleration to Killarney, no doubt, but the letters would arrive so late in the

evening as to be of no practical value, and it would be of no use to Tralee, inas

much as the letters could not arrive at Tralee till eight or nine o'clock at night.

1 696. When does a letter leaving London at five o'clock in the evening reach

Tralee ?—A letter leaving London by the five o'clock mail for Tralee, we will say,

posted on Monday, arrives on Wednesday morning in Tralee just in the same

way as it would if it was posted by the great night mail.

1697. But under the arrangement which the question suggests, it would reach

Tralee on Tuesday evening?— It would, but so late that, for business purposes,

it would be practically useless.

1698. Mr. Liddell.} Not before?— It could not reach before half-past ten;

the train which leaves Dublin at 12 does not arrive at Killarney till eight, and

has then 22 English miles to go.

1699. Mr. Grogan.] But, as I understand the question, the object is to see in

what manner the day mail could be accelerated, not of course by the present

arrangements, because if the present arrangements were perfect, there would be

no necessity for the inquiry ; but whether a new arrangement could not be

0.62. O 4 adopted
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H.A. Herbert, Esq. adopted by which the delivery of those letters would be greatly accelerated?—There

NM.P. is no doubt it would be a considerable convenience to give a day mail to all parts

—' of the county so situated as to be able to receive their letters at a reasonable

13 July 1855. time in the day, if there was a connexion between the early train out of Dublin

for Cork and Killarney. At present that train passes Mallow with no train in

connexion with it from that station, and a passenger, or letter, or parcel would

have to wait till the train starts, which is in connexion with the 12 o'clock train ;

therefore it would, as the Honourable Member will see, arrive late at Killarney.

It would be a great convenience of course to get the " Times " at eight o'clock

at night, instead of next morning, but still for business purposes practically too

late to be of much value.

1 700. Mr. Fagan.~\ But the expense would not be greater than by the present

mode?— If you tell a railway company to alter the time of the starting of their

trains, they will instantly demand remuneration. I judge of that from the

difficulty which I had to get the bags taken even by a train which did run.

1701. Mr. Grogan.} In the estimate which was made of the expense of acce

lerating the night mail by sending it by rail, do you recollect how much a mile

was the calculation ?—1 cannot speak from recollection to that ; there were so

many estimates.

1702. The question refers to the night mail, and to the calculation which was

made, and which you thought was so enormous, that it was not fair to ask for

that accommodation from the Post-office?— I could ascertain that, but I should

rather not speak from recollection as to the exact mileage rate.

1703. Has any proposal ever been made by the directors of the Killarney and

Mallow railway to run the mails at any figure at all :—Yes ; as I stated before,

when I made my first representation to Lord Canning as to the apparent absur

dity of having a car to carry the mail 40 miles alongside the railway, he got all

the estimates by means of proposals from the railway company as to the amount

for which they would run a night mail train ; the railway company stated, and I

believe stated perfectly truly, that it Avas almost impossible to estimate the

expense of running a night train on a line over which trains did not travel at

night, inasmuch as they would have to increase so enormously the number of

porters, to increase the payment for the men at crossings, to pay for the light

ing of the different stations, to increase the number of clerks, and the pay of

some of the station-masters, that it would amount to such a figure as to appear

exorbitant without really being so ; and after going into the whole question, I

came to the conclusion, that in the present state of things, until it would suit

the railway company to run a train for their own purposes, or very nearly so,

we must give up all idea of having the mail carried upon that line of railway.

1704. Chairman.] Then the chief complaint you have to make is this, that

the mails are conveyed from Mallow to Killarney and Tralee by a one-horse

car r—By a one-horse ill-appointed vehicle in lieu of what we ask. which is a

two-horse well-appointed car, which would take the letters quicker, and with

much more regularity.

1705. Mr. Lidddl.'} The irregularity of arrival is one of your complaints?—

My complaint is, that the mail is irregular and slow.

1 706. Chairman.] Is there anything else which you wish to state to the Com

mittee :—No, I believe not.

LUTHS,
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MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Meagher.

Sir S. Northcote.

Mr. Groajan.

Mr. H. Herbert.

Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Grogan.

Mr. De Vere.

Mr. Liddell.

Mr. Barrow.

Mr. Wickham.

Mr. Pagan.

Viscount Monck.

Mr. F. Scully.

Mr. Wilson.

THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq., IN THE CHAIR.

Lorenzo Alexander, Esq. called in ; and Examined.

1707- Mr. Grogan^ YOU reside in the neighbourhood of Carlow ?—At L. Alexander, Esq.

Milford.

1708. How many miles is that distant from Carlow ?—Five miles, English. 16 July 1855.

1 709. The railway passes close by ?—Yes.

1710. How far is Milford station from Milford ?—About an English mile.

1711. Is that the railway from Waterford direct :—Yes.

1712. There is a station on the railway at Milford?—About an English

mile.

1713. What is your establishment ?—It is a large milling establishment for

the grinding of wheat and oats and Indian corn ; we have also a large malting

establishment.

1714. You are very extensively engaged in the corn business ?—Very exten

sively engaged in the corn business.

1715. Of course, therefore, you must have extensive correspondence with the

outports and with England •—Yes.

1716. Do you conceive that the present postal arrangements afford your

establishment that facility which they ought to do, and which they could be

easily made to do?—No, they are very unsatisfactory; our communication

southwards principally ; for instance, Waterford, which is one of our seaports, is

a port with which we have a great deal of business in purchases, and also

making sales, and a port to which we bring many cargoes of grain, and it is

most unpleasantly circumstanced with respect to the postal arrangements.

Formerly we had a night post which brought us our letters from Waterford in the

morning ; now our post does not reach us from Waterford until the mid-day of

the following day, consequently too late for reply by the mid-day post.

1717. What is the distance between Milford and Waterford?—About 50

miles.

1718. Is there a railway communication the entire distance?—There is a

railway communication the entire distance direct.

1719. I need hardly ask you whether the mail travels by railway?—It does

not.

1 720. You said that formerly the mail from Waterford was delivered at your

establishment in the morning ; at what hour would that be ?—We received our

own post there about seven o'clock in the morning.

1721. How many years ago?—In the old mail-coach time, previous to the

establishment of railways, about six years ago ; a letter posted in Waterford at

five o'clock in the evening reached us at seven in the morning under the old

system.

1722. Describe the route that that letter took, if you please?—Direct by a

mail coach from Waterford to Carlow, passing through Kilkenny.

0.62. P 1723. And
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L. Alexander, Esq. 1/23. And so on to Dublin?—Yes.

^ 1724. VVill you describe the course of a letter posted in Waterford under the

16 JuJy 1855. present system?—A letter posted in Waterford under the present system goes to

Dublin, I believe, via Goold's Cross ; but it goes to Dublin the night that it is

posted, and comes to us by the morning train from Dublin, which reaches Carlow

for the delivery at 12, and therefore reaches us about one, as we are five miles

from Carlow.

1725. Milford is a sub-post to Carlow?—Milford is a sub-post to Carlow,

but that day train does not give us a delivery at Milford.

1726. If I understand you correctly, a letter written from Waterford in the

evening, announcing to you the arrival of a vessel of wheat or other goods, goes

to Dublin that night ?—Yes.

17-27. And comes down with the day mail the subsequent morning to Carlow?

—Yes.

1728. Thence is transmitted from Carlow to Milford, adjoining your establish

ment?—Yes; but that is by our special messenger. It comes to Carlow, and

would remain there until the following morning, but for our special messenger,

1 729. But we will assume the letter to reach Carlow, and no special messenger

employed upon your part ; at what time would that letter be delivered at Milford?

—The following morning, at half-past seven.

1 730. You mean to say, a letter posted at Waterford on Monday evening for

Milford goes to Dublin, and arrives there in the course of Tuesday morning,

comes down by the day mail of Tuesday to Carlow, which is five miles from

Milford, and remains there till the next morning ?—Yes.

1731. There being but one transmission from Carlow to the sub-post of

Milford in the day?—Yes.

1732. Vv'bat would be your course of answer r—Our course of answer would

be by the mid-day mail from Carlow—the up-mail by our special messenger.

1733. But without a special messenger?—Then not until the following

evening.

1 734. You get the letter at seven in the morning by post ?—Yes.

1 735. You post your answer, at what hour ?—At a quarter past six in the

afternoon.

1736. Does that go to Dublin?—Yes.

1737. And down by the night mail to Goold's Cross ?—Yes, and so to Water-

ford.

1738. Is that the ordinary course?—That is the course.

1 739. It is at six o'clock in the evening that you post your letter at Milford ?

—Yes.

1740. It then goes up to Dublin that night?—It then goes up to Dublin that

night.

1741. Would it not come down in the morning by the morning mail?—It

comes down by the following morning mail to Waterford.

1742. By the day mail?— Yes.

1743. Chairman.] And passes Carlow and Milford in its route?—Passing both

Carlow and Milford in its route ; it turns off at Kildare, I believe.

1744. Mr. Grog an.'] Just see bow many days would elapse between the time

at which a letter was posted in Waterford, and the answer was received in

Waterford, leaving out of view the special messenger, and depending upon the

Post-office alone?— It would be delivered in Milford about three o'clock on

Tuesday mid-day.

1 745. Waterford is as it were one of the shipping ports in connexion with

your establishment ?—Yes.

1746. I believe there are very extensive milling establishments and corn

establishments of a similar character to yours in that district ?—There are, very

extensive.

1747. Besides your own ?—Yes.

1748. What do you think is about the annual sum of money in circulation by

reason of those establishments in that district ?—Throughout our whole district,

extending from Carlow to Kilkenny, I should say over a million of money, con

siderably.

1749. A considerable part of that is upon foreign corn imported into the port

of Waterford and Ross, to be ground in those establishments ?—It is ; we are so

inconvenienced
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inconvenienced ourselves that we are obliged often to send a special messenger L. Alexander,

both to Ross and Waterford.

1750. Chairman.'] There is a canal from Milford to Ross?—To St. Malins; »6Julf 1855,

from there to Ross by tide, and from there to Waterford ; it is a tidal navigation

from St. Malins to Ross and Waterford.

1751. Mr. Grogan.] Have you practically experienced inconvenience or loss

by reason of that delay of the post, and want of facility of communicating with

your vessels t—It frequently prevents our doing the amount of business we

should otherwise do with Waterford, and we are occasionally very much injured

at New Ross by the delay in reporting cargoes upon their arrival. You are

aware that the lay days, or discharging days, are frequently few to run, and we

require the earliest information in order to arrange to discharge the cargo

quickly.

1752. Are those discharging days named when the ship is chartered?—Yes.

1753. If, therefore, such a length of time should elapse in transmitting the

intelligence to you of her arrival, so many discharging days are lost to you ?—

Yes ; and there is a penalty for every day we run over those discharging days of

3 /. to 5 /. a day, according to the charter-party.

1 754. Some of the facilities which you have stipulated for in the discharge of

her cargo in the charter-party would be lost, owing to the want of facilities by

postal communication?—Yes.

1755. In order to meet that, are you obliged to send a special messenger of

your own ? — Occasionally.

1756. And of course that is some expense?—Yes.

1757- And you naturally think that the Post-office ought to furnish you with

that accommodation which your business requires ?—We feel that our district is

neglected by the Post-office, though there is a large amount of business in the

locality itself. '

1758. Are there other establishments of analogous extent and character to

your own in the same locality ?—There are.

1 759. Are they inconvenienced also '{—Yes.

1760. Will you state where they are situate?—At Bagnal's Town, for

instance.

1761. That is on the same railway?—Yes.

1762. Chairman.^ That is a station nearer to Waterford, five miles from

Milford ?—Yes.

1 763. Mr. Grogan.'] It is on the same railway, and subject to the same incon

venience, and for the same reason ?—Yes,

1764. Are there others ?—Yes, at Leighlinbridge ; and there are large mills

established near Goresbridge.

1 765. What distance is Goresbridge from the railway which you are describing ?

—About three miles from Gowran station.

1766. Gowran station is on the same railway ?—Yes, on the same railway.

1767. And it suffers the same inconvenience that you have described ?—Yes ;

Goresbridge does, and also Gowran.

1 768. All the towns which you have spoken of may be considered as lying in

the one district ?—Very much.

i 769. And they are the seat of extensive corn shipping business ?—Yes ; and

there is a considerable corn manufacturing business done from those various

towns.

1770. Is any considerable part of the flour manufactured in your establish

ment shipped at Waterford and Ross ?—Yes ; at times we ship a good deal at

Waterford.

1771. Practically, then, you receive the foreign corn which comes into

Waterford or Ross for your establishment, and portions of that are re-shipped in

flour from the same ports ?—Yes.

1772. You have described the importance of the district, and the large amount

of money circulated in the traffic there ; and you have also described the incon

veniences which you suffer from the present postal arrangements ; have you

considered in what manner those inconveniences could be remedied ?—Yes ;

I think the remedy rather a simple one, by giving us the same night mail which

we had formerly now by railway.

1773. Then you are now worse accommodated with regard to the postal

0.62. P 2 arrangements
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L. Alexander, Esq. arrangements than you were previous to the railway being in operation ?—Con-

i siderably.

16 July 1855. '774- Just explain your proposal, if you please?—I consider it very simple ;

I propose that we should have a night mail carried by railway from Waterford

to Carlow. I do not consider that it need be actually what we call a night mail ;

I think an evening mail would be quite sufficient, consequently not involving so

much expense to the railway ; therefore I dare say the railway would do it com

paratively cheaper ; for instance, a train leaving Waterford at seven o'clock in the

evening would reach Carlow a very little after nine, and the day staff of the rail

way are on at that time.

1775. Mr. LiddellJ] Would it be any advantage whatever to the mercantile

men at Carlow, or any who are in the neighbourhood, to receive letters at such a

time as nine o'clock in the evening ?—They would be ready for delivery the fol

lowing morning by the sub-post ; they would lie the night in Carlow. I only

mention that as doing away with the additional expense of the night mail ; an

evening mail would answer the purpose.

1 776. Still, if they had to lie the night in Carlow, there would be the expense

of the mail thrown away ?—No, we should have them in the morning, our busi

ness being completed in Waterford by seven in the evening ; we should receive

the advice the following morning, and be ready to act upon it the following

morning.

1777. Mr. GroganJ] Are you aware that the Dublin mail at present leaves

Waterford at 10 minutes past seven in the evening?—I understand it does.

1778. And that it goes by car through Thomastown to Maryborough, and so

to Dublin ?—Yes.

1779. So that a letter posted in Waterford at seven o'clock on Monday

evening would not be delivered at your establishment till Wednesday morning ?

—Exactly so.

1780. Whereas, if the day mail which you describe were in operation, it would

be delivered to you on Tuesday morning ?—Yes.

1781. Thereby saving a day ?—Yes.

1 782. Would that afford you time to send an answer to that letter by the day

mail ?— Yes ; that is our object.

1783. The same remark applies to all the other towns you have referred to ?—

Yes.

1 784. In your opinion that, being comparatively a day service, might be per

formed by the Post-office without any great increase of expense ?—Without any

great increase of expense ; I rather think the railway would be inclined, without

any additional staff heing involved, to do it moderately.

1785. Sir S. Northcote.'] When you say that you would like to have an even

ing mail from Waterford to Carlow, would you propose that that mail should go

on to Dublin ?—No ; I do not see any necessity for that ; I think our mail goes

already to Dublin, leaving us at half-past six, and arrives in Dublin the next

morning.

1786. How does it go?—To Maryborough by car, and from there on to

Dublin by train.

1787. Chairman.'] The fact is, you want to show the remedy which you wish

to apply to the present delays between Waterford and Carlow ?—Yes ; we are

very well circumstanced so far as Dublin is concerned ; letters posted this even

ing in Dublin we receive in the morning.

1788. Mr. GroganJ] Have you any branch establishment in Kilkenny?—

Yes.

1789. That is on the same railway?—It is.

1790. According to the course of post, when would an answer be received to

a letter posted at Milford on Monday evening for Kilkenny :—Posted at Milford

on Monday evening at a quarter past six, it will be delivered in Kilkenny about

half-past 12 the following day.

1791. How does it gor—It goes to Dublin in the night and comes down by

the morning train.

1792. Passing Milford, where it was posted, into Kilkenny?—Yes.

1793. How do you get the answer ?—The answer is posted on Tuesday night,

goes to Dublin on Tuesday night; it comes down to Carlow the following

morning, Wednesday, and it is not delivered at our post-office until the morning

afterwards ; that is, Thursday morning.

1794. What
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7794. What is the distance between Kilkenny and Milford?—Eighteen miles L. Alexander, Esq.

E nglish.

1795. According to your description, 'the same length of time would intervene 16 July 1855.

between a letter being dispatched from Waterford to your establishment and its

reply, as in the case of a letter dispatched from your establishment to Kilkenny

and its reply ?—Yes.

1 796. It is nearly the same number of hours ?—Nearly the same number of

hours.

1797. If, therefore, you have occasion to send any directions or orders to

your agent at Kilkenny, I presume you always send a special messenger ?—We

send a special messenger by railway, or send a parcel by railway.

1798. You have stated that there is great loss of time by reason of letters

lying so long in the Carlow post-office, and there being but one transmission to

your sub-post at Milford daily ?—Yes.

1799. Can you make any suggestion as to a remedy for that ?—If the views

1 mention were carried out, the simplest way would be to drop the bag at Mil-

ford station, making Milford railway station the Milford sub-post office, and so

doing away with the runner, who is a source of some expense.

1800. How many trains up and down are there daily passing Milford?—

There are three down, and three up.

1801. Do all those trains stop at Milford?—Yes.

1802. What difficulty would there be in dropping the bag at Milford?—

I think none if the railway company would allow the station-master to become

post-master.

1803. Viscount Afonck.] That is you want the railway company to do

Post-office work ?—To do Post-office work ; I should think they would be satis

fied ; it would give them very little trouble.

1804. Mr. Grogan.~\ A large portion of your grievance is the great delay by

car, from the description you have given of it ; did any irregularity arise last

winter, from the severity of the weather, from the snow ?—Our Dublin post was

very much delayed during the last winter ; we were three or four days without

our letters.

1805. Which post, the day or night ?—The night post: it comes to Mary

borough, and from Maryborough it comes by car to Carlow ; that car was snowed

up ; it was unable to pass for some time.

1 806. Practically, your post was interrupted for several days ?—For three

days.

1807. Have you heard the same complaints from other parts of the county ?

—I have.

1808. Was the railway communication during that time interrupted at all?—

Only for a few hours.

1 809. Viscount MonckJ] I think you complain of the transmissions between

Milford and Waterford, and Kilkenny and Waterford, and Kilkenny and Milford ?

—Yes, and Kilkenny and Carlow.

1810. May I ask you if Milford, except your own establishment, is a place of

any very great commercial importance ?—Not Milford, there is an agricultural

community connected with it.

1811. You say that a letter posted at six o'clock in the evening at Milford

will not obtain an answer from Waterford till the day but one after ?—Exactly so.

1812. Is not there a day mail from Milford to Waterford direct ?—No ; from

Carlow to VVaterford there is.

1813. Is not Milford a sub-post to Carlow ?—Yes.

1814. Then of course the post goes from Carlow to Milford ?—No. We have

no second delivery ; we have only one post to the sub-post.

1815. Chairman.^ You have stated already, that the time of transmitting

the letters from Carlow to the sub-post is early in the morning ?— Seven, or

thereabouts.

1816. Viscount Monck.l And letters do not go back till six in the evening ?

—No.

1817. But if you post your letter at Carlow, you have got a double delivery

at Waterford ?—If we send a special messenger into Carlow.

1818. Are you aware of any sub-post in the United Kingdom where there

is a second delivery in the course of the day :—I do not know of any. I never

inquired.

0.62. P3 1819. I understand
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L. Alexandor, Esq. 1819. I understand your grievance to apply to Milford, and not to Carlow;

• at what time does the day mail leave Carlow in the day ?—It leaves Carlow

16 July 1855. somewhere about a quarter-past 11 ; the day mail.

1 820. If you post a letter by that time in Carlow for Waterford, you can have

an answer the following morning ?—Yes ; but a letter which is posted in Water-

ford the evening before does not come to Carlow till this very mail train I speak

of; consequently we have to send in a special messenger to Carlow for that pur

pose. We cannot post an answer by that time ; it comes by the same post that

goes on ; we only receive the letter by that post.

1821. I am now talking of the transmission from Carlow to Waterford ; you

can write a letter to-day, before 1 1 o'clock, from Carlow to Waterford, and get

an answer the following morning from Waterford? —We can write a letter to

day, send it down by mid-day train, and get an answer the mid-day following ;

that is, by our special messenger.

1822. I speak of Carlow now ; leave Milford out of the question; you can

write a letter by the mid-day train to-day from Carlow to Waterford, and get an

answer by the mid-day train to-morrow ?—No ; by the night train. It must be

put in at Waterford in the course of the evening.

1823. Y6u get it next day?—We get it by the mid-day the following day.

1824. If you post a letter at Carlow by 11 o'clock to-day, Monday, when does

it get to Waterford ?—It gets to Waterford the same evening.

1825. At what time the same evening?—About two o'clock in the afternoon,

or half-past two.

i 826. At what time do you get an answer to that letter from Waterford, sup

posing it is delivered at two o'clock in the afternoon in Waterford ?—At 12

o'clock the following day at Carlow.

1827. At what time does the day mail leave Waterford, do you remember ?—

I think at about a quarter to 12.

1828. At what time does that mail reach Carlow ?—We receive no letters by

that.

1829. If a letter be posted in Waterford, for that train, it will be delivered in

the course of the day at Carlow ?—We receive it the following morning in

Milford.

1 830. But at Carlow it arrives, I suppose, about half-past two o'clock ; the

night mail, then, from Carlow, would take an answer to that letter the same day,

and arrive in Waterford the following morning, would it not ?—That would be no

advantage to us ; an early communication from Waterford is no advantage ; no

business can be done at that time in the day.

1831. Mr. Grogan.~] The noble Lord was not in the room when you were

describing the nature of the district where your establishment is placed; you are

of opinion that, at the lowest calculation, there is a commercial business ex

ceeding a million annually, transacted in and around your district ?—So I men

tioned.

1832. Is it fair, therefore, that because the Post-office supply you with a sub-

post only, and you speak of the inconvenience arising out of that sub-post, you

should be referred to the delivery of a letter at a post-town which is five or

six miles from your establishment ?—It does not suit us ; it gives us no advan

tage.

1 833. Does that same inconvenience, of which you complain, affect the other

milling districts to which you have referred in your examination :—It does.

1834. They are all equally inconvenienced?—They are all equally incon

venienced.

1835. Would the remedy which you have suggested be an efficient remedy to

all those establishments and districts, as well as your own ?—It would be most

satisfactory to all the districts, and would equally benefit them as well as

myself.

1836. Mr. Barrow,] Is it fair to anticipate that all those districts and sub-

posts are to have a second delivery in the course of the day ;—The evening mail

that I spoke of would do away with the necessity for that ; it would bring our

letters from W'aterford at night ; we should receive them the next morning,

and should be ready to act upon them that day, and to send an answer the fol

lowing evening for receipt in Waterford the following morning.

1 837. If, therefore, you had that evening mail, it would save all those sub-

posts, because it would deliver the letters the following morning ':—Yes.

1838. You
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1 838. You said it would not involve any serious additional expense in the case L. Alexander, Esq.

of a train bringing the muil from Waterford to Carlow, which could reach Carlow -

at nine o'clock at night ; is there at present any business at the station at Carlow l6 Ju'y >855-

so late as nine o'clock at night ?—The goods train goes out about that time.

1839. What is the latest passenger train at Carlow?—Eight o'clock, I

believe.

1840. You have spoken as to the amount of money which this district

circulates. I presume that one time of the year differs from another very

materially, in point of the extent of your business. What number of letters do

you post for Waterford in the course of a week at the busy time of the year,

from Milford r—It varies very much.

1841. Take the busiest time of the year, and the average of a week. What is

tlie largest number you have ever posted in a week ?—I suppose in a week from

20 to 30.

1842. What number more is it likely you would post, if this remedy were

adopted ?—We should do considerably more business with Waterford.

1843. Then that would increase your postage, I suppose?—It would con

siderably increase it. I should say to from 30 to 40.

1 844. Instead of 20 or 30, it would be 30 or 40 ?—Yes. '

1845. IQ the dead time of the year, what would be the average number of

letters in a week?—Some 10 or 13.

1846. That number might be increased, perhaps, from 15 to 20?—Probably;

I cannot tell exactly.

j 847. Mr. Liddell.'] You have said that in this manufacturing district, as

1 understood you, there are other establishments ; are there many other establish

ments as large as your own throughout this district ?—There are a good many

very nearly as large.

1 848. And you presume that the correspondence at those separate establish

ments is pretty nearly as large as your own?—I should say so.

1 849. Viscount Monck.~\ That rests, I presume, upon your own opinion ; you

have already stated what is your own correspondence with Waterford. I think

the Honourable Member's question was put with a view to ascertaining what the

general correspondence of Milford with Waterford is. Have you any idea of

what the whole correspondence from Milford sub-post to Waterford is in a week ?

—I should suppose 400 or 500 a month, the whole post.

1850. That is about 21. a month. Have you any idea as to whether the

railway would send an additional bag for 2 /. a month for the Post-office ?—But

you must take into account all the other districts, the remainder of the district,

which would be equally served ; it is not merely Milford, I only spoke of

Milford as one locality ; but all the other districts along the line of railway are in

the same position. Gowran, for instance, is much in the same position. Lord

Clifton's agent was speaking to me the other day about the posting arrange

ments ; they are in an extraordinary fix there.

1851. There is not much trade between Gowran and Waterford, is there?—

There is a good deal of grain purchased in the course of a season, more than

you would suppose ; it is a very large wheat-growing district, one of the largest

in that part of the country.

1852. Have you any idea of what the expense to the Post-office of an addi

tional train would be?—No, I have no idea ; but as 1 said before, it ought not

to be expensive, for the same day staff would answer the purpose ; I should say

2 s. a mile they ought to be very well satisfied with.

1 853. What is the distance from Milford to Waterford ?—About 50 miles.

1854. Two shillings a mile would be 5 /. a day ?—Yes.

1 855. And you have shown us that the Milford post-office pays 2 /. a month ?

—But then you would accommodate Bagnalstown, and you would accommodate

Fenagh, you would accommodate Leighlinbridge, you would accommodate

Goresbridge, and you would accommodate Gowran and Carlow.

1 856. Gowran and Goresbridge have a direct mail post to Waterford every

night, have they not?—I am not aware of that.

1857. They have?—I know that when we receive letters from Gowran, the

time is just the same as from Waterford ; our Gowran letters go back to Kilkenny,

and go from Kilkenny to Dublin, and come back to us by the day train.

1 858. Sir S. NorthcoteJ] Does the day train that goes from Carlow to Water-

ford stop at the Milford station ?—Yes.

0.62. p 4 1859. Would



120 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

X. Alexander, Esq. '859. Would there be much difficulty in arranging that your bags should be

• taken up there, instead of having a communication between Milford and Carlow ?

»6 July 1 855. —I should say not ; but that would be a very little advantage to us ; we receive

our letters generally by that mail from Dublin, consequently we cannot answer

by the same train.

1 860. Is there any direct mail from Waterford to Carlow by the railway ?—

I think not.

j 861 . There is a day mail from Waterford to Carlow ?—I understand there is.

1862. Do you know what time that leaves Waterford ?—No ; I am told about

half-past eleven; except occasionally, our business done before eleven o'clock in

the day in Waterford is so small, that it would be of very little value to us, it

would be only once in a way ; we must have a day hi Waterford to make it

satisfactory.

1863. Mr. Groyan.] So that your representations amount to this, that in

addition to the present day mail from Dublin to Waterford, and vice versa, you

should have a night mail traversing the same route ?—Precisely so.

1 864. And the sub-post to Milford should receive its bas^s directly from the

mail trains at the Milford railway station instead of at Carlow ?—Yes.

1865. Are those your suggestions ?—Yes.

1866. In the event of a delivery at this railway station you conceive the

expense of a runner, which the Post-office now pays, would be saved?—Yes.

1 867. And that the postal inconvenience of which you complained would be

redressed in that way ?—It would.

1868. Would the same remark, as far as you know, apply to the different

milling establishments adjoining the railway stations to which you have referred ?

—Yes.

1869. Mr. Barrow.] Which main post town would you wish to become a

sub-post ?—If you abandoned your runner from Carlow, you must have a bag made

up for Milford at some main post town ; you do not expect a bag for Milford with

three or four letters a day to be specially made up at four or five post towns ; you

do not expect a separate bag to be made up at Waterford, for instance, with three or

four letters, for every sub-post ? —That would be a question for the Post-office.

1870. But you have some notion of the expense which an establishment to

do all that would involve, surely ?—We are quite satisfied to allow our letters to

remain in Carlow for the night ; to be still a sub-post to Carlow.

1 871. Then you would not get rid of the runner ?—No, not in that case.

i 872. Mr. Grogan.~\ Still it would be a great mercantile convenience to you

if the night mail from Waterford delivered your letters at Carlow, so that you

could get them early in the morning?—That would be quite sufficient for us ;

we want to receive our letters in the morning, in order to act upon them in the

course of the day.

1873. Viscount MonckJ] Do you think it would be worth while to spend a

couple of thousands a year to run a train for that purpose ?—We are a very

important district; we are a country district, no doubt, extending from Kilkenny

to Carlow ; we are not attached to a very large town ; but we pay a great deal

towards the country, and I think we are entitled to accommodation.

1874. But as the expense of this train alone, without reference to the addi

tional persons in the Post-office who would be employed to make up the bags,

would be 1,825 /. a year, I think you can hardly require such an expenditure for

the sake of a second delivery ?—You must consider that the night mail is the

principal delivery for all mercantile men.
1875. But do you consider that your correspondence with WTaterford is the

principal part of your correspondence ~:—No ; but the Waterford correspondence

is as important 10 us as any ether.

1 876. But do you think it would be right for the Government to pay nearly

2,000 /. a year additional for a mail of that importance ?—We had formerly

accommodation before the railways were established, by the mail coach running

through. We had our post by the night mail delivered to us in the morning;

we had our going-out post the following night delivered to Waterford and other

towns the following morning. Why should \ve be put in a worse position now

than we were formerly ?

1877. Chairman.] I think you stated in the early part of your evidence, that

you were actually put in a worse position now than you were some few years ago,

in consequence of the mail coaches being done up:—Considerably; the direct

mail
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mail from Waterford to Dublin passed through Carlow at night, delivering our L. Alexander, Esq.

letters which we got in the morning.

1878. A question was put to you about 2,000 /. a year additional expense for 16 July 1855.

accommodating you ; have you heard that the railway will undertake to supply

all that district with much better postal accommodation without any additional

expense to the Post-office r—I heard it suggested that the bag might be carried

by some goods train ; I do not know how ; I heard something of that sort

suggested.

1879. Viscount Monck.] Do you know anything of the working of this rail

way?—Very little ; except so far as concerns myself.

1880. Mr. Grogan.] With your knowledge of Ireland, is there any so impor

tant a milling district in all Ireland put together as the district which you have

been describing ?— I should say not.

1881. As regards the south of Ireland, it may be called the milling district of

the south of Ireland ?— It is the largest.

1882. The largest in extent and the largest in amount of capital circulated by

means of its establishments ?— I should say it is as large as any.

1883. And therefore you conceive that you have a considerable claim upon

the Post-office for getting every reasonable facility from the Post-office for the

transaction of your business which they can afford you ? —We do.

1 884. Particularly with the railway running past your door ? —We are happy

to do whatever the Post-office want.

1885. Mr. Barrow.] Would it be worth your while to have a bng made up

for yourself at Carlow, to be thrown down by one of those railway conveyances

at Milford?—It would not alter our case ; what we require is a night post from

Waterford ; some means of bringing our letters from Waterford, so as to reach

us the following morning.

1886. Then am I to understand that your main object is now merely a night

post from Waterford ?—It is.

1887. But you have been dwelling very much upon the point of a second

delivery to your place in the course of the day ?—The weight of our grievance is

not having our letters from Waterford forwarded by the night train, so as to

receive them the following morning.

1888. Viscount Monck.] You stated in reply to the honourable Chairman

that you were worse off at Milford than before the railway was established ?—

Yes. "

1 889. Had you any post at all at Milford before that time ?—Yes, in those

days we got our letters early in the morning.

1890. Should you mind having your mail-bag sent out of Milford at five

instead of its being sent out at six ?— I do not see that that would be much

convenience.

1891. Then (hat, without the employment of the railway, would enable you

to send a letter direct to Waterford that night from Carlow, so that if you

memorialised the Post-office for that change, that will enable you to overtake the

train from Carlow, which goes with the Waterford mail?— But how are we to

receive information to-morrow morning from Waterford ? We want to act upon

certain matters which we suppose are going on in Waterford this evening; we

want to hear of those to-morrow morning, and to act upon them during

the day.

1892. Do not you get a letter posted in Waterford by the midday mail r— -

A letter which is posted in Waterford by six o'clock does not arrive in Carlow

until the midday mail next day.

1893. You have time enough, between that and five o'clock, to write again?

—It is with us about one o'clock.

1894. Chairman.] How does it come from Carlow to you?—By our own

special messenger.

189;;. At what time does it come by the post-office runner?—Not till the next

morning. The post is not delivered to us until half-past seven the next

morning.

i 896. Viscount Monck.] That is because you are a sub-post ?—Yes, if we

had a bag by the night post, the whole evil along the line would be remedied.

1897. Chairman.] Or if they would restore you the old mail-coach?—Yes.

1898. Viscount Monck.~\ Then you would have to send a special messenger

for all your letters to Carlow ?—Precisely so.

0.62. Q 1899. Can
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L. Alexander, Esq. 1899. Can you get a letter now the same as you could in the olden times ?—

No, we cannot now get a letter posted in Waterford till the next day, under any

16 July 1855. circumstances, and it is too late for us to act upon it that day. Our hours of

business are over.

1 900. Mr. Grogan.] At what time do you post your night letters at Milford

at present ?—About six o'clock.

1901. At what time do they leave Carlow, as far as you know ; the mail •—I

cannot tell.

1902. But is it sent by the same mail as that which carries the Dublin letters

from Carlow ?—It is ; it goes in the same bag.

Henry Alcock Fletcher, Esq., called in; and Examined.

1903. Chairman.] ARE you connected with the Waterford and Kilkenny

Railway as traffic manager ?—I am.

1904. Do you reside chiefly in Kilkenny?—I do.

1905. At your principal office?—Yes.

1906. I believe there is at present a clay mail conveyed by the Waterford and

Kilkenny Railway ?—There is.

1907. That is to Waterford and from Waterford?—Yes; that is the Dublin

and Waterford mail, as well as the local mail.

1908. What are the terms paid by the Post-office for that day mail?—Six

pence per mile.

1909. Do you consider that pays the company very well?—No, it is not

paying the company ; for the time at which they require the mail to be run

necessitates an additional engine and steam, whicli cost the company some 20 /.

a week extra, and therefore it is a loss to them ; but if it were so arranged that

we could do without this additional engine and steam, I should consider it a

fair price.

i p i o. Is there any intention of continuing that ?—No ; the company have

given the Post-office notice to discontinue it.

1911. Then if the railway company gives up the contract with the Post-office

there would be no day mail conveyed by train from Kilkenny to Waterford ?—

Not bv the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway.
» » » •

1912. Is there any other way of conveying it r—There is away by the Water-

ford and Limerick Railway., but I think there is no doubt that the Post-office

could get it conveyed by road from Kilkenny or some point upon the South

eastern line in as good time as they could by the Waterford and Limerick

Railway.

1913. There is no other possible arrangement or way by which the Waterford

post could be served as well as it is now served by the Waterford and Kilkenny

Railway ? — Certainly not.

1914. Are you acquainted with the postal arrangements of all that district

between Kilkenny and Waterford ?—I cannot say that I am acquainted with all

of them, but I think with the principal arrangements I am.

1915. Are you aware of any proposal or any suggestion made to the Post-

office by which the postal service of all that district might be worked in a more

efficient and speedy manner without any additional expense to the Post-office :

—Yes, or with a slight additional expense ; the South Eastern Railway Com

pany and ours have had various conferences upon the subject, and I took the

opportunity myself of speaking to Lord Canning upon the subject, and also with

Mr. Rowland Hill.

1916. Mr. Grogan.] Will you describe what you mean by the South Eastern

Company ?—What I mean by the South Eastern is the railway from Carlow to

Kilkenny; it is a continuation of the direct route from Dublin to Waterford.

1917. Your line takes it up from Kilkenny to Waterford, and the South

Eastern from Carlow to Kilkenny?—Yes.

1918. Chairman.'] The Great Southern and Western on that line comes from

Carlow to Dublin ?—Yes.

1919. Parting with the main line at Kildare ?—Yes.

1920. And then the South Eastern Railway commences at Carlow, and comes

to Kilkenny ?—Yes.

1921. And then the Waterford and Kilkenny commences at Kilkenny, and

terminates at Waterford ?—Yes.

1922. You
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1922. You were stating that you had some communication with Lord Canning H. A. Fletcher,

and Mr. Rowland Hill upon the subject to which my question referred ?—Yes. ^1

1923. Have you any statement to make to the Committee upon that subject? ~
•—The proposals which I thought would meet the views of the Post-office and l )

the railway companies, as well as give increased facilities to the public, were

simply these: there is at present a night mail conveyed between Dublin and

Wexford by a four-horse coach ; it embraces the route from Dublin through

Bray and Gorey to Wexford ; it is a four-horse mail-coach, and costs, I believe,

something like"l,600 /. to 1,800A a year.

1924. Mr. Grogan."] That is along the sea-coast from Dublin?—It is between

the sea-coast and the Great Southern and Western Railway ; we thought that

the Wexford mails could be conveyed by the Great Southern and Western

and the Irish South Eastern lines as far as Bagnalstown, which is midway

between Carlow and Kilkenny to Wexford, by either a one-horse or a pair-horse

car; we supposed that the service between Dublin, through Bray to Gorey,

could be performed by a similar conveyance, that is, by a one-horse car, because

the weight of the Wexford mails, which we considered were heavier than any

of the others, would lighten that mail so much that there would be no difficulty

in sending it by either a one-horse or a two-horse car ; we thought that that

would enable the Post-office to add something to the amount which they pay for

the service as between Maryborough, their station on the Great Southern and

Western Railway, and Waterford, for the conveyance of the Kilkenny and

Waterford mails to Thomastown, Kilross, and Waterford; and also for the

service, which is performed now by a one-horse car, between Maryborough,

Stradbally, Athy, Carlow, and Leighlin Bridge, we thought that the surplus,

from the amount which they would pay as between the car between Dublin and

Gorey and Bagnalstown and Wexford, and the price they paid for a pair-horse

car from Maryborough to Waterford, and Maryborough to all the other places

named, Stradbally, Athy, and Carlow, would put the companies in a position to

make an offer by which it would be done for about the same money ; in which

case we considered that the service would be more efficiently performed to the

Post-office and the public by railway direct from Dublin to Waterford, because,

in the first place, it would bring the mails into Waterford at about 12 o'clock at

night, which would enable the Post-office to communicate with the lower part of

the county of Waterford and that district at a much earlier time than theycannow,

as the mails arrive there at about half-past four or five o'clock in the morning.

1925. Is that the nature of the plan you proposed?—Yes.

1926. Mr. GroganJ] Was that the proposition you submitted to the Post

master-general f—No ; it was the proposition which 1 spoke of to Mr. Rowland

Hill ; the proposition was never officially made to the Post-office.

1927. That was a suggestion made by you to Mr. Rowland Hill for the

carriage of the mails for the whole of the South-eastern part of Ireland ?—Yes,

and was a suggestion which, 1 believe, met with the approbation of the South

Eastern Company.

1928. What was Mr. Rowland Hill's answer to that?—There was another

matter which I stated to him before he gave any opinion upon that matter, which

was this : that I viewed, myself, that a mail leaving Dublin at half-past seven, and

arriving in Waterford at 12 o'clock at night has not exactly the character of a

night mail, strictly speaking, inasmuch as the South Eastern Company and the

Waterford and Kilkenny Company would occupy their ordinary day staff in

superintending trains running in this manner that would be for the down-mail.

That the up-mail, if it left Waterford at half-past seven or eight o'clock would

be quite a day mail from Waterford, and would only partake of the character of

a night mail when it got upon the Great Southern and Western at the other end

of the line ; therefore I thought those companies could afford to make an offer

for the service, which they could not afford to do if it went be)rond 12 o'clock at

night, and 1 thought, looking at the district not being over-wealthy, that unless

the railways could come into something like the economical views of the Post-

office, so as not to cost them very much more at any rate than they were paying

at present, we should have very great difficulty in getting the mails by

railway at all ; and I considered it was a very uncomfortable thing to the

districts of Waterford, that they could not get from Dublin later than half-

past live at night ; I think at that time it was four o'clock ; it is now half-

past five. I thought it would be a very great accommodation to the people

0.62. Q 2 of
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A. Fletcher, of Kilkenny and Waterford if they could leave Dublin at half-past seven, and get

into Waterford at 12 o'clock at night; it would enable them to have what they

have never had yet, except for a very short time, and they have it not now at any

July 1855. rate, the means of getting from Waterford to Dublin and back in a day. I think

it would also develop the traffic, and be of very great service to the railway in

that respect. Mr. Rowland Hill said, he thought it was a very feasible plan,

from the way in which it had been put before him, and if it could be put so

officially, he thought the Post-office would be very glad to entertain it.

1929. Was it ever brought officially before the Post-officer—No.

1930. Upon the occasion of that communication with Mr. Rowland Hill,

did you go into the details of the savings which would be effected in the different

parts of the proposal?—No; I think we both understood it at once ; there were

no details entered into as to the amount.

1 93 1 . Can you give the Committee the details ?—I have not had access to the

Post-office books, so as to know what they pay, but I think it is contained very

nearly here.

1932. Can you give the Committee the estimate upon which your suggestion is

based ?—Yes.

1933. Will you first state the economies that would be effected by the new

plan, and then the expense?—I can state what we supposed was the cost of the

present service, but the amount we should nave proposed to do it for is not here,

because this was a matter of calculation amongst ourselves, and we never arrived

at it ; that is to say, we did not come to it so closely as to make an offer.

1934. But have you any doubt in your mind, from your experience of the con

duct of the Waterford and Kilkenny railway, and of that part of the country, that

the arrangement, might be made for the transmission of the mails, not greatly in

excess of the present expense incurred by the Post-office, which would afford all

the convenience which the parties require ?—I am entirely of that opinion.

1935. Supposing such an arrangement should be come to, will you describe

•what, according to your plan, would be the arrival and dispatch of the letters,

both day and night, from Dublin to Waterford :—As I understand the question

at present, the Dublin mails starting at half-past seven would arrive in Carlow

at half-past nine, at Kilkenny half-past ten, and Waterford by twelve, or a little

before twelve.

1936. And in your opinion, those hours would be virtually a day service ?—

I do not intend to say that it would be virtually a day service, but I say that the

companies would be able with a very little additional expense, such as giving

the porters a few shillings a week extra for sitting up the additional time, and so

on, to make it partake of the double character of day and night service, and I

think that the companies ought to be satisfied with something between the two.

1937. It would not entail, in your opinion, upon the Post-office or the railway

company the heavy expenses necessarily attendant upon the night service r—

Take the mail up ; the up-mail could be dealt with in two different ways ; I ap

prehend that in such a case the Post-office would give the time ; the up-mail
would leave WTaterford about half-past seven.

1938. As it does at present?—Yes, it would arrive at Kilkenny at a quarter

before nine, and could be dispatched on to Dublin by a train which now leaves

Kilkenny at nine o'clock ; that is a goods train ; it would travel on ihe average

about 15 miles an hour, and would arrive in Dublin about four o'clock ; now the

night mail arrives there at half-past four, so that it would be before it, or it could

leave the bags at the Kildare junction ; that is one plan.

1939. Mr. Liddell.~] I think I understood you to say, the goods train would

leave Kilkenny only a quarter of an hour after the arrival of the train from

Waterford ; is that so ?—Yes ; in the case of all the ordinary day drains now

between Dublin and Waterford, there is a margin of 10 minutes in some

instances, and 15 in others.

10/40. Is no inconvenience found to be caused by that very limited margin?—

No.' '

1941. Sir <S. NorthcoteJ] You said it would arrive in Dublin at 4 o'clock, and

that the night mail arrives at half-past four ?—Yes.

194'_>. What do you mean by the night mail ?—The up night mail from

Cork.

1 943. Mr. Borrow.'] This arrangement would not benefit Carlow at all ?—

I think it wouid be a great advantage to Carlow.

1944. It
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1 944. It would go from Kilkenny through Carlow ? —Yes, by railway. H. A.

1 94.5. There is a large district between Dublin and Wexford which is at present Esq.

served by a mail coach ?—Yes. ~~
1946. Is that district a district of any considerable population ? —It has not lb Jul7 l855-

a. very heavy population ; but I cannot give you the details.

1947. Not a population likely to complain so much of the loss of a mail

coach as a more dense population ?—My view does not go to the length of

taking off the mail altogether. I should propose to substitute a mail car as far

.as Gorey. We estimated that that service could be efficiently performed for

500 /. a year, because by taking off the heavy mails that go to Wexford, it could

be as well done by car as by coach.

1948. You assume that the parties in the district would not complain of the

change?—I do not think there is anything like the commercial interest involved

in that district that there is between Waterford and Kilkenny.

1949. Mr. Grogan.~\ Is it within your knowledge that a railway is in course

of construction from Bagnalstown to Wexford ?—Yes.

1950. When that railway shall be established, do you imagine that the

residents of the town of Wexford and its vicinity will be inconvenienced by the

loss of this four-horse coach ?—No, certainly not ; my impression is that

the people of Wexford would take it as a boon to get up to Bagnalstown and

thence by railway instead of a four-horse coach.

1951. Chairman] By your plan, Wexford and all the intermediate towns

would be as well served by the delivery of their mails by the one or two-horse

car which you propose, as they are now by the four-horse coach ?— I should

think better.

1952. Then the complaint that has been made of the loss of the mail coaches

arises from the postal service not being so good as it was by the mail coaches ?

—I should think so.

19.53. But your substitute would place them in the same position, if not in

a better ?—It would.

1954. Have you anything else to state to the Committee?—There was another

plan for the up-mail proposed by one of the officers of the Great Southern and

Western ; he suggested that instead of sending the Waterford mail from Kil

kenny by a goods train, the passenger train should run straight through ;

I apprehend there would be very little difficulty in that, provided the South

Eastern Company and ourselves could bring the Great Southern and Western to

run a train of their own ; I do not see why they should not ; there is a train

leaves Kilkenny now at half-past six in the evening for ordinary passenger

traffic; it is the last train to Dublin. If they started their train at half-past

eight instead of half-past six, it would become the mail-train.

1955- Would that bring them into connexion with the Great Southern and

Western train at the junction ?—If the Great Southern and Western would run

it through, the half-past six train from Kilkenny runs through. I should suggest

the train leaving Kilkenny at half-past eight, and running through to Dublin,

instead of leaving at half-past six. I cannot see that it would prejudice their

traffic.

1956. Mr. Grogan.'] 1 apprehend that your suggestion involves the change of

two hours later departure of the train from Kilkenny than at present?—Yes.

19.57. And you see no practical difficulty in your part of the line from Water-

ford to Kilkenny in meeting that ?— Not the least.

1958. What objection has the Great Southern and Western raised to the plan?

—I am not aware they have made any objection as to the train.

19.59. Viscount MonckJ] Do they make any other objection ?—I do not know

that I am at liberty to say ; I mean, that I can state of my own knowledge, with

great certainty, that they would have no objection to that as a mail question ;

but 1 have an idea, whether it is from my own suggestions or from hearing it

from other people, I cannot say, but I have a notion to this effect, that the Great

Southern and Western are very tenacious of introducing anything like a mail

upon their line, at a less price than they are receiving for the night mail.

I can quite understand that ; but I do not think it would hold good at all in

this case, because it is quite clear to me that there is a difference between a

company that runs a train through to Cork, which involves the employment of

•every hour in the night, and a company which only runs a train up to 12 o'clock.

0.62. Q 3 I do
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H. A.- Fletcher, I do not think that their objection could, in the mind of reasonable men, prejudice

T-^sq. their entire night-mail question, though I dare say they would consider it so.

1960. But, as far as I understand, your opinion or your notion is, that the

16 July 1855. practical difficulty of carrying out your liberal propositions would arise with the

Great Southern and Western Company ?—I should apprehend it would, though

I cannot say that I feel entirely justified in stating that ; ir is an opinion merely.

1961. Mr. Grogan.~] The position of the Great Southern and Western would

be, that the train which they now run should be delayed two hours in the

evening r—Yes, delayed two hours later than at present ; I think it could be

done by an hour and a half later.

1962. At present it arrives in Dublin at 10 o'clock?—Yes.

1963. But by your proposal it would be delayed two hours?—Yes, by using

the junction at Lavistown, two miles and a half out of Kilkenny, upon which

portion of the line both the Waterford and Kilkenny and the South Eastern

trains have to run ; that is to say, the Waterford train runs into Kilkenny two

miles and a half, and runs out again two miles and a half ; they would shorten

the distance five miles.

1964. Chairman.] If the junction there were cut off by running direct to

Dublin, it would save five miles of the Waterford journey direct to Dublin ?—

Yes.

1965. Mr. Grogan.] The attendance necessary upon that train on its arrival

in Dublin, and on that portion of the Great Southern and Western Line, would

be something like the attendance that would be requisite upon the lower part of

your line upon a train?—Yes.

1966. And that attendance you think some slight additional expenditure

would cover ?—Yes ; and I think the expenditure would be so trifling, that

neither the Great Southern and Western nor ourselves should make it any

obstacle to carrying out such a plan as this.

1967. What is the payment made to the Great Southern and Western for the

day-trains ?—One shilling a mile.

1968. What is the payment made to yourselves for the day-trains ?—Six

pence.

1969. What is the payment made to the South Eastern ?—Fourpence ; but 1

apprehend the night and day service are two very distinct things ; 1 have been

speaking throughout of the night service, but the day service is unquestionable.

1970. Chairman.^ That is, you speak of a late day service ?—Yes.

1971. Mr. Liddett.] I understood you to say some time ago, that this propo

sition of yours had been submitted to Mr. Rowland Hill?—That is, in a

conversational way, but not in an official way.

1972. Are you at liberty to state to the Committee why it has not been

presented to him in an official way ?—That has arisen from circumstances which

peculiarly belong to the railway ; there have been very important matters before

us respecting the working of those lines, which rendered it unadvisable at the

time to proceed with anything fresh until we had settled the basis of our own

operations ; I do not know that I have liberty to go further than that ; you may

imagine amalgamations or different ways of working.

1 973. Viscount Monde.] Do you feel yourselves now in a position to make a

proposition of that sort ?—I should say we are now.

1 974. Has this proposition ever been submitted to the Great Southern and

Western Company ?—Not by me, I think ; it has been submitted through the

South Eastern Board, but 1 am not connected with that company officially, and

cannot say positively, though I have reason to believe it was, because I remember

a conversation which must have arisen out of this having been submitted to

them in some shape or other. . ,
1975. You have already expressed an apprehension that difficulties migut

arise with that company in carrying it into execution ; have you any idea as to

whether those difficulties are of such a character as would yield to argument and

persuasion?—Yes; I think, if the South Eastern Company and ourselves were

united in our efforts upon the matter, we could bring about that arrangement.

I do not apprehend, if we got so far, and could bring the Great Southern and

Western over, but that everything might be arranged. I think it could be

shown to Mr. Rowland Hill that the two services were totally distinct; that the

one was partly a night and day service, and that the other was a purely night

1 J ° " service,
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service, and if they would not use our carrying the mail as a precedent against

the Great Southern and Western ; if that could be got over, that would do it.

1976. You have mentioned the disparity of the price paid to the Great

Southern and Western, and to your line and others ; looking at the map of the

country, is it not natural to suppose that the Great Southern and Western ought

to receive a larger remuneration than other railways, inasmuch as they are the

great trunk line that distributes all the postal communication through the

south of Ireland r—I do not think that, but I look upon the day service as

rather an injustice, and the way in which it is dealt with by the Post-office

as rather an injustice upon the smaller companies. Their mode of proceeding

is this : they pay the Great Southern and Western 1 s. per mile for the day-

mails, reserving to themselves the nomination of the time of the train starting

from either end, Cork or Dublin. I know that if the Great Southern and

Western start a train at eight o'clock in the morning, the smaller companies

going down to Waterford or Kilkenny must work with it, inasmuch as there is

the through traffic : they take advantage of that circumstance to put a small

price upon the small companies for the day service.

1977. But on the other hand, is not the Post-office very much in the power

of the Great Southern and Western Railway, because, take for instance, your

own line : the Post-office cannot get a letter to your line without travelling over

the Great Southern and Western ; therefore they must to a certain extent accede

to their terms before they can get access to your railway at all ?—They must

accede to their terms, because the Great Southern, like all other companies, have

the right to appeal to arbitration ; there is no power that has not been exercised

by both.

1 978. And over and above that, the Great Southern and Western enjoy the

monopoly ?—Just reversing your idea, we have always considered that the Great

Southern and Western were in the power of the Post-office ; the proof is this,

that the Great Southern and Western run their trains at the dictation of the

Post-office, and I think, where parties are dictated to, they are in the power of the

persons dictating to them.

1979. They give them a good price in consequence?—Yes.

1980. Chairman.'} Your desire is, that they should treat the other railways as

they treat the Great Southern and Western ?—We should be delighted ; I wish

they would.

1981. Mr. GroganJ\ The case you would submit to Mr. Rowland Hill would

be such as in your opinion would satisfy any reasonable man as to utility and

price ?—Yes.

1982. With regard to the suggestion for the transmission of the mails in this

district which you have described to the Committee, have you made any official

proposal ?—No.

1983. Was it from any apprehension upon your part that the Great Southern

and Western would positively object to that part of it, or did it arise from private

arrangements connected with your own company, that you were not in a con

dition at that time to make a formal proposal ?—Private arrangements connected

with our own company.

1984. It is not from any apprehension on your part, that that part of it

devolving upon the Great Southern and Western would break down from the

refusal of that company ?—No.

1985. Chairman.'] Do you wish to make any further statement to the

Committee ?—No.

n. A. F/etcfier,

Esq.

16 July 1855.

Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in ; and Examined.

1986. Viscount Monck.~\ WHAT is your employment and connexion with the A. Trollop*, Esq.

Post-office?— I am a Post-office surveyor.

1987. Are you acquainted with the localities which the Committee have been

inquiring into ?—I am.

1988. Are you surveyor of the district in question?—I am not.

1989. Who is the surveyor?-—The surveyor of the south of Ireland is Mr.

Kendrick.

1990. How long have you left that part of Ireland?—About three years;

Mr. Kendrick is not surveyor over the whole district now under the consi-

0.62. Q 4 deration
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Esq. deration of the Committee ; I do not think any other officer has local knowledge

of the whole district except myself; I have local knowledge over the whole of

16 July 1855. Ireland.

1991. You have been employed over the whole of it?— Yes ; by chance it

„ has happened that I have been through the whole country.

1992. Mr. Grogan.] Does your present engagement under the Post-office

necessarily bring under your notice this district •—I am at present surveyor ia

Ireland, but not in the south of Ireland; I came direct from Ireland here.

1993. Are the postiil arrangements into which the Committee are inquiring

under the control and management of yourself?—No, they are not under ray

control and arrangement at Waterf'ord ; but I am acquainted with them all, and

have the means of knowing all the particulars.

1994. Chairman.] Up to this moment?—Up to this moment. My head

quarters are in Dublin.

1995. Viscount Monde.] Are the post deliveries of letters and the 'dispatches

of letters from all the large towns in Ireland to Dublin generally the most

important ?— Certainly.

1996. What has been the effect, in your opinion, of the use of railways in the

transmission of the post upon those large towns in the south of Ireland with

•which \ve have been dealing before this Commitee, Waterf'ord, Clonrnel, and so

on ?—I think I can show the Commitee that the effect of the use of railways over

every large town in the south of Ireland has been a most important improvement.

1997. Just mention some, if you please :—To take the arrival of the mails at

Cork we will say in 1846 ; the night mail into Cork arrived at 2.30 p. m. ; that

is to say; the mail which left London on Monday night reached Cork at

2.30 p. m. on Wednesday ; it now arrives at 2 a.m. on Wednesday ; the same

mail reached Limerick at 8.33 a. m., it now arrives at 2.55 a. m.

1998. Chairman.] That is by the use of the railway ?—Solely by the use of

the railway. It reached \Vaterfordat 8a.m., and now reaches Waterford at

4.45 a. m., it then reached Clonmel at 7.43 a. m., it now reaches it at 3.30 a.m.

1999. That is not by railway entirely?— It is by the use of the railway that

that acceleration has been given.

2000. My question is ; that is not by the use of the railway entirely ; the

whole way.?—The acceleration has been entirely caused by the use of the rail

way ; it does not reach Clonmel by railway, but it reaches Clonmel at 3.30,

instead of 7.43, which is a great acceleration ; the acceleration is altogether

caused by the railway.

2001 . Viscount Monck.] We all know that the mails do not go the whole way

to those places by rail ?— No ; the mails do not go to Waterford and Clonmel the

whole way by railway.

2002. Chairman."] Nor to Limerick?—No; but the acceleration has been

caused by the use of the railway. At Dungarvan the night-mail arrived at 11.55

a.m., it now arrives at 7.45. a. m. If the Committee choose, I can show the

dispatch in the same way.

2003. Viscount Monck.~\ Have you got that on the paper there ?—Yes ; the

dispatch of the night mail from Cork was at 10.30 a. m. The same dispatch is

now 10.15 p. m. The dispatch from Limerick was 4 p. m., it is now 9.15 p. m.

From Waterford it was 4 p. m. ; from Waterford now it is 7.21 p. m.

2004. Mr. Grogan.] Those are the Dublin and London night mails ?—Yes.

Clonmel was 4.47 p.m., it is now 8.45 p.m. Dungarvan was 12.5 p.m., it is

now 4.30 p.m. If the Committee wish, I can give the day mails in the same way.

The arrival of the day mail at Cork was at 7.30 a. m., it is now at 3 p. m. on

the preceding day. There was no day mail to Limerick, it is now at 12.25 p. in.

There was no day mail to Waterford, it is now 1.20 p. m. There uas no day

mail to Clonmel, it is now at 3 p. m. There was no day mail to Dungarvan, it

is now at 6 p. m. I have the same particulars as regards Kilkenny, Carlow,

Cashel and Cabir; it shows the same increased advantage to those towns a*

regards the day mail ; but the night mails were nearly same to those towns before

as the mails now.

2005. This is a comparison of the arrivals of the day and night mails in the

towns you have mentioned ; to what period does it refer ?—To the time before the

use of the railways in Ireland, and the acceleration as effected by the use of the

railways.

2006. Comparing what years ?—Comparing 1846 with 1855.

2007. Whea
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2007. When did the penny postage come in operation ?—The penny postage A. Trottope, Esql

came into operation in 1839, I think. _

2008. Consequently it is under the penny postage?—But many years since 16 July 1855.

its commencement. There is added to the table a return of what the arrivals

would be if the Waterford and Limerick Railway were used as has been pro

posed.

2009. Viscount Monck.] Will you state, if you please, what the benefit derived

by those several transmissions, would be, if the Waterford and Limerick Railway

were used, taking first the Dublin mail ?—To Cork it would give nothing. At

Limerick, the arrival would be 1.35 a. m. of the night mail instead of 2.55 ;

there would be no additional advantage as regards the day mail.

20 10. Chairman.] That is carried all the way by rail, I believe?—It is.

At Waterford the arrival of the night mail would be 3.10 a.m., instead of 4.45 a.m. ;

the day mail would not be accelerated.

2011. That is conveyed entirely by rail at present ?—Yes. The arrival at

Clonmel of the night mail would be 1.40 a. m., instead of 3.30 a. m. ; and the

day mail at 2 p. m. instead of 3 p. m. At Dungarvan, the arrival of the night

mail would be 5.55 a. m., instead of 7.45 a. m. ; the arrival of the day mail could

not be accelerated.

2012. Mr. Maguire.] When does the day mail at Dungarvan arrive ?—At six;

it could not be accelerated.

201 3. Will you demonstrate that to the Committee ?—I will do so if you wish ;

but if you will allow me, I will first complete the table. The dispatch from Cork

would be the same as at present, both day and night. The dispatch from Lime

rick of the night mail would be 10.35 p.m., instead of 9.15. The dispatch of

the day mail would not be altered. The dispatch of the night mail from Water-

ford would be 9 p. m., instead of 7.21 ; the day mail would not be altered. The

dispatch of the night mail from Clonmel would be 10.30 p. m., instead of 8.45 ;

the dispatch of the day mail would be 11 a.m., instead of 10.10. The dispatch

of the night mail from Dungarvan would be 6 p. m., instead of 4.30 ; the dispatch

of the day mail would not be altered. The Committee will observe from that,

that no earlier delivery of the night mail would be given at any town except at

Dungarvan, and that the delivery there would be at 7 a. m., instead of 8.15.

2014. Chairman.] Are you speaking now of the Dublin night mail ?—Yes,

that the arrival by the night mail would be only improved to Dungarvan, and

that there the delivery would be at 7 a. m., instead of 8.15.

2015. Mr. F. Scully.] Did you not say that the arrival of the night mail at

Clonmel from Dublin was at half-past 3 in the morning ?—Yes, but the letters

could not be delivered any earlier at Clonmel ; the arrival would be earlier, but

the earlier arrival would be useless. Dungarvan is served from Clonmel, and I am

certain that no earlier delivery would be given to any town served from Clonmel

except Dungarvan; it would give the delivery there at 7 o'clock instead of 8.15.

I do not think that any single letter would be delivered any earlier at any town.

2016. Chairman.] You are speaking now of the Dublin delivery ?—Yes.

2017. Viscount Monck.] You have told the Committee what the effect of the

employment of this train on the Dublin and London letters would be ?—Yes.

2018. Mr. Grogan.] On the subject of the delivery of the London and Dublin

letters you have just heard the evidence connected with Kilkenny?—I have;

Kilkenny is in this return; I did not read it to the Committee because the

alteration, I believe^would be very small ; but I can give it as regards Kilkenny

too ; as to the night mail the arrival at Kilkenny before the use of the railway

was 4.10 a.m.; it is now 1.15 a.m. ; I should explain that it is perhaps impossible

for me to give the exact effect of the use of the railway, because, as it will be seen

from the evidence of Mr. Fletcher, no hour had been fixed upon ; he was speak

ing of running trains at arbitrary hours, not at hours settled in accordance with

the Post-office rules, and of course the dispatch and the arrival from and to

Kilkenny would be according to the hours be gave, and not according to our

hours.

2019. Viscount Monck.] Are you speaking now of the employment of the

Waterford and Limerick Railway alone, or are you talking of Mr. Fletcher's

plan ?— I was asked as to the use of the railways from Kildare to Kilkenny.

2020. Mr. Grogan.] The Kilkenny mail by the old coach arrived in Kilkenny

from Dublin at 4.10 in the morning ?—Yes.

0.62. R 2021. At
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A Tn>Uopt, Esq.

16 July 1855.

Vide Appendix.

202 1. At what time are the mails dispatched from Dublin now for the

country ?—At 7 p.m.

2022. Then if the Dublin mail for Kilkenny is dispatched at 7 p.m., the same

as all the other mails, at what time would it arrive in Kilkenny ?—At 10.44 p.m.

2023. Will you give the up train now •—I can put Kilkenny in the same posi

tion as the other towns ; the dispatch from Kilkenny by coach in 1846 was 8.50

p.m., the dispatch at present is 10.61 p.m. ; that is, the night mail up to Dublin.

2024. Chairman.] That mail from Kilkenny at 10.51 is sent by the Waterford

coach, which is dispatched from Waterford at 7.10?—At 7.21 p.m.

2025. Mr. Grogan.] The Waterford mail is dispatched from Dublin at seven

every evening ?—We take it from the Post-office at that hour.

2026. Through Kilkenny every evening ?—Yes.

2027. It would arrive at Kilkenny if the railway were used, at what time?—

At 10.44 p.m.

2028. Arriving in Waterford when?—It would arrive there at 1 a.m.

2029. The Dublin mail from Waterford now leaves when ?—At 7.21.

2030. What time would it reach Kilkenny, if the rail were used ?—At about

nine. As we are upon that subject, I should remark that if that mail were to

reach Kilkenny at 9, or at 8.30, as Mr. Fletcher proposed, the dispatch from

thence to Dublin would be at 8.30 or 9. Kilkenny would thus have to dispatch

those mails at that hour, instead of as at present at 10.51, and would thereby be

inconvenienced.

2031. Viscount MonckJ] Will you put in that table ?—I will. (The Witness

delivered in the same.}

2032. Mr. Grogan.] You have stated that if the railway were used for the

dispatch of the night mail from Waterford at 7.2 1 to Dublin, it would arrive at

such an hour at Kilkenny as to necessitate the departure from thence to Dublin

the same hours ; two or more hours sooner than at present ?—Yes, according to

Mr. Fletcher's proposal.

2033. Would that be an inconvenience to the mercantile community there?—

It would be an inconvenience, and a much greater inconvenience to places served

from Kilkenny, such as Gowran and Goresbridge.

2034. Do you imagine that the inconvenience of posting their letters an hour

and a half or two hours earlier than they at present do, would be greater than

the non-receipt of the letters at all by the night mail ?—There is no such non-

receipt at all of their letters by the night mail.

203.5. At what time are the letters from Waterford received at Kilkenny by

the night mail ?— At seven o'clock in the morning, and they would be received

at the same hour if such an arrangement was made as that now proposed. In point

of fact, as far as I am able to see, the arrangement would give a certain amount

of injury, and would give no advantage whatever to Kilkenny, and the towns

served from Kilkenny.

2036. Does the same remark apply to Carlow. and the towns served from

Carlow ?—No ; it would give a certain amount of convenience to Carlow ; but

I think not an amount of convenience to balance the inconvenience to Kilkenny,

or at any rate not more ; it would perhaps be equal ; the convenience to Carlow

would be very small.

2037. Mr. F. Scully.] Have you given the town of Carrick-on-Suir in that

statement ?—I have not ; but if the Committee wish, I will add it.

2038. Viscount Monck.] Will you now turn your attention to the district

south of Waterford, to the communication from Waterford, Cork, Limerick, and

so on, and to the effect of transmitting the night mail train upon the Waterford

and Limerick Railway ; what is the number of letters per week sent by the Post-

office to those districts r—The total number of letters which would be accelerated

in their delivery by the use of this railway is 12,480 a week.

2039. What is the annual revenue produced by that number of letters ?—

According to the Post-office calculation, those letters would give a revenue of

3,380 /. per annum.

2040. Mr. Pagan.'] What letters do you include in that number of 12,000?—

I include all the letters coming into Waterford from Cork, Limerick, and towns

so circumstanced ; all the letters for Dungarvan, for Lisrnore, for Cappoquin,

for certain sub-offices under Limerick, which would receive an advantage, and

all the letters for Kilrush and Ennistimon.

2041. Mr. F. Scully..] Have you put in that list all the letters that would

• be
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be received in the towns of Tipperary, Clonmel, and Carrick-on-Suir ?—No A. Trol/ope,

letters would get into Tipperary any earlier by the use of the night mail train.

2042. From Waterford the letters between Clonmel and Waterford, Clonmel l6 July l855-

and Carrick-on-Suir, and Clonmel and Cork ;—I have referred to all letters

which would be delivered earlier.

2043. That is, by the use of the Limerick and Waterford Railway ?—That is,

by the use of the Limerick and Waterford Railway. If you choose to count the

letters both ways, I can double this, and take double that number ; but that

would be taking the letters and the answers ; I have only given the letters, which

would be delivered any earlier.

2044. Why do you omit such towns as Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir, when

you include such towns as Ennistimon t—Because the letters at Ennistimon

would be delivered at 7 a. m., instead of 8 a. m ; but no letter coming into Clon

mel would be delivered any earlier by the use of the night-mail train.

2045. Are the letters from Waterford the same evening delivered at all in

Clonmel ?—No ; nor would they be by the use of the night-mail train.

2046. Mr. Wilson."] What you mean is, that you have taken into your calcu

lation all the letters the delivery of which would be expedited by the use of the

night-mail ?—Exactly.

2047. Viscount Monckl\ The revenue derived from those letters is 3,380 1.

a year ?—Yes.

2048. Sir S. Northcote.^ When you say letters expedited, do you mean simply

letters that would be delivered earlier, or letters that might leave earlier ?—I

mean simply letters which would be delivered earlier.

2049. Then if they would be delivered at the same time, might they not start

three or four hours later ?—I count no such letters.

2050. Mr. F. Scully-l Would not the same number of letters be accommo

dated by starting two hours later •—Certainly.

2051. Mr. GroganJ] If you were estimating the advantage of the use of that

particular railway, would it not be fair to say that a similar number of letters

would be accommodated by a later dispatch ?—I think it would be fair to make

it so understood, but not to include the two in the same statement.

2052. Viscount Monck.] You have told us what the revenue produced by

letters that would be afiected by this train is ; will you now tell me what the addi

tional expense to the Post-office of the employment of this railway would be ?—

We have calculated that it would be 5,645/, for the use of that night mail train.

2053. Is that the net additional expense ?—That is the net additional expense.

2054. Deducting from the gross expense the outlay that is now made for the

transmission of those mails ?:—Deducting from the gross expense all the cost

that would be saved.

2055. Chairman.'] Have you the details of that to put in in any form ?—I

have the details here ; I can put them in.

2056. Viscount MoncJc^] Will you state to the Committee the details ":—A

mail car from Clonmel to Waterford would be discontinued; the cost is 216 L;

also a car from Goold's Cross to Clonmel, with a branch car from Cashel to Cahir,

which costs 198 /. ; that is the way in which our contract runs ; it is one con

tract; Mr. Bianconi receives 198 /. for that work; also 390 L, the cost of the

coach from the Limerick junction to Limerick; there should be deducted from

these sums the expense of the car from Goold's Cross to Cashel, which might cost

50/., and probably would do so ; that would leave 6547. saved by the discon

tinuance of mail cars.

2057. What is the entire expense of the railway ?—The entire expense asked

by the railway is 6,159 /. ; to which must be added the sum of 140 /., the pro

bable cost of serving the towns from the railway stations ; that makes a sum of

6,299 /. ; deduct 654 /. from that, and it leaves the sum of 5,645 1. as the cost for

the use of the proposed night mail train.

2058. Would the additional expedition given to the mail by the use of this

train enable you in any case to answer a letter by return of post, which you

cannot do now ?—No, in no single case. When I say that, I should explain to

the Committee, that in calculating those things, I am counting the post towns.

Some few letters to some small sub-offices would reach a day earlier, and of

course would benefit them so far ; but in speaking of post towns upon that map,

it would not in any case give the power of answering a letter where that power

does not exist now; and, as regards sub-offices, this additional benefit would

only be given in a very few cases.

0.62. R 2 2059. Are
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ArTroliope, Esq. 2059. Are you aware of the entire Post-office revenue of Ireland ?—Mr. Hill

stated that the other day ; it is in evidence already.

16 July 1855. 2o6o Tfae effect) ag Mf j^iand jjju 8^^, Of employing the railway upon

their own terms, would be to sweep away the whole revenue of Ireland ?—Such

was Mr. Rowland Hill's statement.

2061. Will you tell the Committee, in detail, what the particular advantage

to each town to which the post would be expedited by the use of this mail

would be ?—I will begin with Waterford. Letters would be delivered in Water-

ford by letter-carriers, commencing their delivery at 7 a.m. instead of at 9 a.m.

It being understood that the letters so expedited are from Limerick and Cork,

and towns circumstanced as those town are. Answers to those letters would be

posted up to 8.30 p.m. instead of at 4 p.m. At Dungarvan, all letters coming

by the night-mail would be delivered at 7 a.m. instead of 8.15 a.m. At

Lismore letters would be posted up to 6.30 p.m. instead of 4.30 p.m., and deli

vered 15 minutes earlier in that instance; the present delivery being 7.30.

At Cappoquin letters would be delivered at 7-15 a.m. instead of 8, and posted at

6 instead of 4. Certain sub-offices under Limerick would get their letters one

hour earlier, and post them one hour later : Kilrush would receive its letters at

10 a.m. instead of 10.30, and post them at 1.40 instead of 12.30. Ennistimon

would receive its letters at 8.30 instead of 9, and post them at 3.25 instead of

2.35. Those are the only advantages which I am aware would accrue ; as I said

before, there are some sub-offices which would get a certain amount of extra

convenience ; for instance, Tramore and Passage.

2062. Can you give the Committee an account of the number of letters

received at those sub-offices ; I think there are five of them to the south-east of

Waterford ?—Dunmore receives 311 letters a week.

2063. Mr. F. Scully.] Is that the average, or is it at a particular time of the

year?—It is a good deal more than the average: 311 letters a week is for a week

in the beginning of this month ; it is a good deal more than the average : at Tra

more, the average is 750 struck for two months, the letters, during the first

week in July, having been 1,100 : at Passage, the letters are 124 a week ; those

are the three places, I think, that were named on this side of Waterford.

2064. Viscount Monck.'] There was Woodstown, and another place, I forget

the name of it?—Lord Huntingdon gets his letters by the Dunmore post, but I

do not think there is any office at Woodstown ; there are private bags, but there

is no office at Woodstown. I should state, however, that in those letters for

Dunmore, Lord Huntingdon's letters, and the letters of other people living there,

are included. Certain other small offices were spoken of; Kilmeaden and Lemy-

brien were named.

2065. Will you state the amount of postage from those places?—Lemy-

brien receives 47 letters a week; it is a place to which the coroner for the

county of Waterford alluded as being deficient in its postal accommodation;

Kilmeaden receives from Waterford 89 letters a week ; Kilmeaden was the

other place to which the gentleman alluded as being badly off in its corre

spondence with Waterford.

2066. Bunmahon was another?—Bunmahon is not served from Waterford

as Lemybrien and Kilmeaden are, but it is served from Carrick-on-Suir ;

it receives 343 letters a week. I may explain to the Committee that none

of those numbers are equal to the average number carried by rural post

messengers in England, who commence their deliveries at 7 and finish at 10.

Those places are served some once and some twice a day, and all, except

Lemybrien, receive their mails at an early hour in the morning, and none of

those numbers are equal to the average number carried out by a rural post

messenger in England.

2067. With regard to the question of expense and the saving that would be

effected, we were told that the car from Waterford to Maryborough might be

dispensed with ; is that your opinion ?—It is not surprising that witnesses who

are not connected with the Post-office should be deficient in experience and

knowledge upon this subject. But it will be seen that that car from Mary

borough serves Abbeyleix, Ballyraggett, Kilkenny, and Thomastown, and then

there is a branch car goes off from Thomastown to Ross, and another car on to

Wexford, which conveys the correspondence from the Kilkenny side of the

country to Wexford.

2068. Mr.
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2068. Mr. F. Scully.] Are the letters from Waterford to Kilkenny carried by Am

that car ?—They are carried by that car ; and that would be an additional reason ~T~~

why that car could not be discontinued, in consequence of the use of the night y 55'

mail train between Limerick and Waterford.

2069. Viscount Monck.~\ With reference to the saving to be effected by the

employment of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, one of the witnesses said

that the car to Maryborough might be discontinued ?—My answer is solely with

reference to the use of the Waterford and Limerick Railway. Of course, it

would be discontinued if the line of railway from Kildare to Waterford were

used.

2070. A difficulty was made about the Passage letters not being dispatched

after the arrival of the Cork mail ?—Yes. Since that time I have referred to

the Papers in the Post-office, and I find that some time ago there was an

application made to alter the post between Waterford and Passage. The

Surveyor, I believe, distinctly reported that it would be more injurious to

Passage to alter it than beneficial ; but if the inhabitants wish to have that post

fitted to the arrival at Waterford from Clonmel, instead of to that from Dublin,

they can have it.

207 1 . That answer applies to all those small posts in the neighbourhood of

Waterford?—Not to Tramore, exactly ; Tramore is served by the railway, and

we have not the power of forcing the railway to run at any hour, except that

which suits their traffic. I may explain to the Committee that I have just this

moment received a telegraphic message with respect to the letters to go on to

Dunmore. There was a question raised about the Dunmore letters. The letters

coming from Limerick and Cork to go on to Dunmore are not now delayed, as

was complained of to the Committee.

2072. Chairman.'] Does not that involve delay to the Dublin letters ?—It will

involve a delay of not more than 10 minutes.

2073. Mr. Wilson.'] What is the distance from Waterford to Passage r—Seven

miles and five furlongs English.

2074. At present the mail leaves on the arrival of the Dublin mail?—It leaves

at six o'clock in the morning. Passage is served by a foot messenger, not by

a car.

2075. Suppose those letters were delayed until the arrival of the Cork mail at

7.43, it would involve a later delivery at Passage of an hour and a half?—More

than two hours.

2076. You say that now it leaves at six ?—It leaves at six; it could not leave

till 8.10.

2077. At what hour do they arrive at Passage now?—At eight now.

2078. Therefore they would arrive a little after 10 ?—10.10 a.m.

2079. How many letters a week' are there ?—The letters coming from Cork

and Limerick to Passage, which would be expedited by such a change, are two

in a week. So that out of the whole letters for Passage, being 125 in a week,

122 would have suffered delay, and two would have been expedited.

2080. Therefore, if it should be for the convenience of the importers of Indian

corn into Cork, or merchants in Waterford, to communicate with Passage at a

later hour, there would be no difficulty in the Post-office making that arrange

ment ?—No difficulty whatever ; but it cannot be supposed that the people at

Passage would wish to change the time of the arrival of their letters, and

have them at 10.10, instead of 8, where the returns of the letters show such

a result as that now given.

2081. But if the corn importers complain that it is a serious inconvenience

that they cannot write to Passage, where the vessel may be, in order to receive

an answer by return of post, that inconvenience may be obviated by altering

the departure of the mail to Waterford two hours ?—Certainly.

2082. Supposing you were to use the day trains of the railway from Water-

ford to Limerick for the evening mail as far as Clonmel, what advantage would

that give to the intermediate places ?—It would depend altogether upon the

dispatch from Waterford.

2083. What is the latest train at present from Waterford t —Half-past five.

2084. Supposing you were to dispatch your mail at half-past five by the

existing train, it would go as far as Clonmel ?—It would go as far as Clonmel.

2085. Would it arrive in Clonmel in time to have a delivery the same evening ?

—Yes, it would.

0.62. R 3 2086. And,
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A. TriJlope, Esq. 2086. And, therefore, simply using that train as far as Clonmel would remove

'" — all the disadvantage which has been stated as to the impossibility of replying, or

16 July 1855. the inconvenience of replying, by return of post from Clonmel to Waterford?—

As regards Waterford and Clonmel it would do so.

2087. Is it common on the railways in Ireland to use day trains for the pur

pose of carrying letters ?—It is very common to use the existing trains at the

existing hours, or at hours which suit the passenger traffic, at a very low rate of

payment.

2088. Do you see any objection to enter into such an arrangement with the

Waterford and Limerick Railway Company, if they were willing to do so, upon

such terms as you pay to other railway companies in Ireland •— I think it would

be very desirable, upon similar terms to those upon which we have made the

same arrangement with other railways.

2089. And by that means a reply might be received by return of post ; so

that a letter dispatched at half-past five or five in the evening from Waterford

would be certain of a reply the next morning from Clonmel ? —Certainly.

2090. By that means also you might give the people in Waterford an hour

longer to answer the whole of their letters which go to Cork and Limerick and

in that direction ?—I would say 45 minutes longer.

-.2091. Viscount Monck.} Would they be able to deliver in Clonmel under such

an arrangement at night ?—They would.

2092. Mr. F. Scully.] You have admitted that the delivery would be expedited

by the use of the Limerick and Waterford Railway ; are you prepared now to

give the number of letters that would be received in Clonmel ?—I see the

apparent discrepancy ; I think I can explain that : I was obliged in drawing out

this paper to presume upon certain hours ; I understood, and I believe what has

gone on before the Committee confirms me, that the intention was to propose a

train running from Waterford to fit the Cork and Dublin line at the Junction,

and therefore, of course, I had to time the arrival out from Waterford so as to

fit the night-mail trains at the Limerick Junction. The Honourable Member

has now asked a question as to an entirely different arrangement. I was asked

by him with reference to a train leaving Waterford at 5.30, which would give a

delivery at Clonmel the same night.

2093. You said just now that it would afford a delivery in Clonmel in the

evening ?—It would of course. But when I gave in the hours which I stated

I was alluding to the dispatch from Waterford at nine, so as to suit the night

trains at the junction. I think the Committee was speaking of maintaining a

night circulation between Cork and Waterford. Of course I need not explain

that the use of such a train as that now alluded to, from Waterford to Clon

mel, would in no way expedite the letters to Cork.

2094. Could not letters from Cork be expedited in their delivery at Clonmel

by the use of that railway ?—Not at all. They are already delivered in Clon

mel at seven o'clock in the morning from Cork.

2095. Mr. Wilson.] Then if you used the half-past five o'clock train, which

now runs for passengers, you would be enabled by that means to afford a

delivery that night to all places, including Clonmel, between Waterford and

Clonmel ?—Yes ; but all those places, except Clonmel, have a delivery at

present.

2096. Then it would include Clonmel in that delivery :—It would include

Clonmel in that delivery.

2097. And therefore, from all those places, including Clonmel, there could be

a reply by eight or nine o'clock the following morning ?—Certainly.

2098 Suppose the night-mail, instead of that, were to leave Waterford at the

latest, say nine o'clock, would not the effect of that be to exclude Clonmel and

. all those towns from any postal delivery that night, and therefore from any pos

sibility of reply until the following morning, arriving in Waterford the next

morning but one ?—Not only from delivery by letter-carrier, but also from

delivery at the window, which they at present enjoy.

2099. At the present time the mail leaves Waterford, I think, at half-past

four ?—Yes.

2100. Even that mail leaving Waterford at half-past four affords to all the

intermediate towns before it reaches Clonmel an opportunity of answering by

return of post that same night ?—Yes.

2101. And at Clonmel even it affords that opportunity, if a person chooses to

send
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send to the post-office between a quarter to eight and nine ?—At present from a A~ Trollops, Esq./

quarter to nine to ten ; we have increased the time to ten. . - /

2102. Supposing that that mail were altered so as to leave Waterford by the y 55-

night mail by railway, would it not place Clonmel and all the intermediate places

at the positive disadvantage of postponing the reply by a whole day ?—It would

certainly.

2103. Mr. F. Scully. ~\ Suppose you were to have a day mail between those

towns, and to use the day trains, could you not remedy that difficulty ?—You

can remedy any difficulty, of course, if you choose to use an unlimited number

of trains.

2104. Sir S. Northcote.'] I do not know that I clearly understand about

Tramore ; would there be any difficulty in letters leaving Tramore at a rather

earlier hour so as to catch the night train from Waterford ?—If there were any

earlier train running ; we could not have a special train, because we should have

to pay for it.

2 1 05. Chairman] How many trains a day are there now from Waterford to

Tramore and back :—It is stated in this Guide that there are six.

2106. What month is that for?—July.

2107. What is the time by which you send the mail from Tramore to Water-

ford ? — It is the 4.30 p.m., I believe ; I do not see it here; it has been changed,

according to the wishes of the people ; there is, I believe, a train at present

which leaves Tramore at 2.30.

2108. When was it changed?—I cannot tell you the date at which it was

changed.

2109. We were told by a witness, the other day, that the train left at 4.15,

and arrived in Waterford just as the 4.30 dispatch was going, or just as it had

gone ; can you state when the change was made ; has it been made since this

Committee sat?—No, I do not know that any change has been made since this

Committee sat.

2110. Sir S. Northcote.~\ Can letters sent from Tramore reach Waterford in

time for the night mail now ; it was stated in evidence, some time ago, that

they could not ; that they arrived just too late for the mail leaving Waterford at

halt-past four, going to the south of Ireland?—I am only guided, as to the pre

sent hour of the Tramore mail by this book which I hold in my hand ; there

fore I cannot give correct information, at the present moment, as to that ; but

the exact state of the case can be understood as well as if I could. If the

people of Tramore chose, they could have the mail dispatched at 2.30, so as to

catch the Clonmel mail. If they prefer a later dispatch for the London letters

they can have it.

2111. Chairman.] If you make use of that late day train from Waterford to

Clonmel, you need not make any change in the Waterford and Tramore train,

because the Tramore mail would be in time for that ?—Yes. The Tramore

people would gain an advantage.

2112. Mr. Wilson.] By the use of the half-past five o'clock train, which now

runs, you would not only give the advantage of additional time to post letters at

Waterford, but at all places dependent upon Waterford ?—It would give the

same advantage to the whole locality delivered from Waterford.

2113. Mr. F. Scully. ~\ Is it a night coach or a car that runs from Waterford

to Maryborough ?—It is a coach now, that has been put on ; we had a car ;

I think it is a coach at present.

2114. What is the cost of that conveyance t—£. 950 a year.

2115. You said, in your evidence, that the towns of Abbeyleix and Ballyrag-

gett would suffer in consequence of the taking off of that coach, and transmitting

the mails by means of the Limerick and Waterford Railway ?—I gave a list of

towns, beginning with Abbeyleix.

2116. What other towns did you say?—Abbeyleix, Ballyraggett, Kilkenny,

Thomastown, Ross, Wexford, and you may add, Callan.

2117. At what time are the letters delivered in Kilkenny arriving from Water-

ford ?—Seven o'clock in the morning.

2118. Might not the same communication be made between Waterford and

Kilkenny as between Waterford and Clonmel ; might not letters by the Dublin

day mail, if they went by the Limerick and Waterford Railway to the Junction,

and so to Dublin, arrive in Kilkenny by midday next day ?—It is not with refer

ence to letters between Waterford and Kilkenny that I say the car could not be

withdrawn, because there is much higher importance attached to that car in

0.62. a 4 bringing
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A. Tfolbpe, Esq. bringing the night mail from Dublin to Kilkenny. It is not only for the sake of

maintaining communication between Kilkenny and Waterford, but for the sake of

16 July 1855. maintaining the communication between Kilkenny and the whole of the world,

that that car is maintained.

2119. Supposing the railway was used, you would not want the car?—We are

speaking now of the use of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, not the railway

from Kildare to Waterford.

2 120. I refer to the Waterford and Maryborough car, which costs 950 /., and

which might be saved if you used the Waterford and Limerick Railway?—My

evidence goes to say that the expense of this car will not be saved by the use of

the Waterford and Limerick Railway.

2121. Could not those towns be ssrved from Maryborough ?.—They are so

served now.

2122. Would not the letters from Abbeyleix and Ballyraggett, supposing you

were to use the Waterford and Limerick Railway, arrive in those towns nearly

as soon as they do at present by car or coach ?—By what car or coach ?

2123. By conveyance of the Limerick and Waterford Railway to the Junc

tion, by railway to Maryborough, and then by sub-post from Maryborough to

those towns :—Those towns at present are served by that car ; it is to that car

I allude ; if that car was taken off from all the towns south of Abbeyleix, of

course Abbeyleix would be served ; but that car at present serves Kilkenny,

Ross, Thomastown, and Wexford. I think the Committee will see by looking at

the map that the use of the car would be required the whole day through. If

I may be allowed I can explain it better upon the map. This is the communi

cation here (pointing out the same'); it being a car for which we are paying 950 /.,

and if this railway (the Limerick and Waterford) were used, and that line of

communication were taken off, there would be no means of communication to

Kilkenny.

2124. Has there not been always a mail car from Waterford to Ross?—There

is none now.

2125. Used there not to be oner—There was a mail running from Waterford

to Wexford, which ran through Ross.

2126. With respect to the cost of communication by railway, do you know

what the cost of communication by four-horse coaches was formerly between

Dublin and the different towns?—No, I cannot state that.

2127. Are you aware of the number of mail-coaches there were upon those

roads ?—Yes.

2128. Will you state to the Committee the number on the line from Dublin

to Cork, Waterford, and Limerick ?—There was one night mail-coach ran to

Limerick, another to Cork, and another to Waterford.

2129. Were there not two mail-coaches to Cork ?—I speak of the night mails ;

there was one day mail-coach to Cork.

2130. Were not there coaches from Limerick to Waterford?—There was a

night mail-coach from Limerick to Waterford, and a day mail-coach from

Limerick to Cork, and a day mail-coach from Limerick to Tralee.

2131. Another to Gahvay ?—That is going out of the district.

2132. Was not there one from Cork to Tralee ?—There was one from Cork to

Tralee, and one from Cork to Bantry.

2 133. Another from Youghal ?—Yes ; the coach from Cork to Waterford went

through Youghal.

2134. Can you give the Committee any idea of the cost at that time of those

different coaches ?—I am ignorant of that.

2135. Were you aware of it at that time?—I was in the district at that time,

and was very well acquainted with all the coaches ; but that will not enable me

to give the cost of them. I can have a return prepared for the Committee, but

Mr. Page, the superintendent of mail-coaches, will be examined.

2136. Are there any one-horse cars employed in place of those coaches now.-

—A great many.

2137. In what directions are they running?—There is a mail-car which runs

from Limerick to Newcastle, through which town the mail-coach from Limerick

to Tralee used to run. There is a mail-car runs from Mallow to Killarney, car

rying a few of the letters that were formerly carried by mail-coach from Cork to

Killarney. There is a mail-car from Cork to Skibbereen, carrying letters that

were carried by mail-coach over that road. There was also a mail-coach, which

we
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we did not enumerate, from Cork to Waterford, which did not carry the letters A. Trollope, Esq.

from Cork to Waterford, but which was a mail-coach.

2138. Chairman.] Which did not carry letters?— It carried the letters from 16 July 1855.

Cork to Youghal, and it took other letters up and carried them to Tallow, and

letters on from Tallow and Lismore to Dungarvan, and then to Waterford ; but

it did not carry the letters between Cork and Waterford.

2139. It carried letters to intermediate places between Cork and Waterford?

—Yes.

2140. Have you mentioned the mail-coach from Waterford to Wexford ?—

I believe the Honourable Member was alluding to the mail-coaches which ran in

the district upon this side of Waterford.

2141. Mr. F. ScullyJ] There is a car now from Waterford to Maryborough ?

—I believe that contractor is entitled to employ either a coach or a car, but it

carries a Post-office mail-guard.

2142. Chairman.'] In stating the cost of that, you did not include the cost of

the guard ?—No ; I was merely speaking of the cost of the conveyance.

2143. There are other expenses which the Post-office have to pay on account

of that conveyance ?—So there are upon other lines. When we speak of the cost

upon the railways, we do not speak of the cost of the guard.

2144. The 950 /. is not the whole expense of the Maryborough conveyance ?

—It represents the same expense as the 4s. 6 d- a mile upon the railway.

2145. Mr. J-Vilson.] In both cases it will exclude the mail-guard ?—In both

cases.

2146. Chairman.^ Do you send a guard by all the mails ?—No; but a good

many of them are accompanied by mail-guards.

2147. Mr. F. Scully. ~\ Do you send guards with all the one-horse cars ?—No.

2148. Chairman.] Nor by the mail from Waterford to Kilkenny and Kilkenny

to Waterford ?—No, not the day mail train ; there is no guard upon that.

2149. Mr. F. Scnlly.] There is a one-horse car which you omitted, from

Clonmel to Waterford and from Clonmel to Goold's Cross?—Yes.

2150. Are you aware that the Post-office now send the mails by rail from the

Limerick junction to Cork ?—Yes, twice a day.

2151. What is the price paid for that ?—Four shillings and sixpence a mile

for the night mail, and Is. a mile for the day mail.

21.S2. What is the income of the Cork post-office?—£.9,300.

2153. What important towns are there upon this line between the junction

and Cork ?—Mallow : none other.

2154. Upon what principle is it considered necessary to send the mail from

the junction to Cork by railway ?—The principle of expediting the correspondence

between those towns. I may be understood, that although there are no impor

tant towns between Cork and the junction, there are others which are not

between. Youghal is an important town ; Bandon is an important town ; and

there are many others which are also served by the railway running from the

junction south.

2155. What is the income of the Limerick post-office ?—£.7,200.

21.56. What is the income of the Waterford post-office ?—£.3,200.

2157. What important towns are there upon the line between Limerick and

the junction and Waterford t—Clonmel is the most important.

21/58. Do not you pass through Tipperary ?—I do not think Tipperary an im

portant town ; I have omitted other towns similar to Tipperary ; I call those

important that return Members to Parliament.

2159. Then, of course, you would call Portarlington an important town; you

do not think the importance of towns is to be measured by their commercial

importance ?—It is very hard to distinguish which are important towns and

which are not; but I will undertake to say that no one who knows the country

will say that I have not given the more important towns ; 1 have named

Clonmel.

2160. Will you give the income of the Clonmel, Tipperary, and Carrick-on-

Suir post-offices?—That of Clonmel is 2,200?.; 1 gave them in evidence before.

2161. What is the Tipperary?—Seven hundred pounds.

2162. What is the Carrick-on-Suir ?—Six hundred and eighty pounds.

2163. Will you give that of the town of Portarlington?—l" have not got it ;

I was desired to confine this list to certain towns in a district in which

Portarlington is not.

0.62. * S 2164. Mr.



138 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

A. -Trollope, Esq. 2164. Mr. Wilson^\ When you speak of the income of these post-offices, you

——— refer to the whole of the income derived from letters coming from every

iG July 1855. quarter?—Yes.

2165. Do you happen to know what portion of the income would be affected

by letters which would be conveyed by the ni^ht mail, and, therefore, whicli

would affect the question of the establishment of the night mail?—lean tell the

Committee what the whole income of the Waterford is, for instance, which would

be most benefited, more than any other town, by the use of the night mail train;

and I can tell the Committee the number of letters which would be influenced

by the use of the night mail coming into Waterford, \\hich will give the exact

comparison. The income of Waterford altogether is 3,2007. in round numbers,

and the letters which \\ould be expedited by coining into Waterford by night mail

train from the junction would represent 4807.

2166. Out of the 3,200/., letters to the amount of 480 /. would be affected by

the use of the night mail?—Yes.

2167. When you say that the income of the post-office of Limerick is

7,2007., what proportion of that 7,200 /. would be affected by the establishment

of the night mail?—None. When I say none I should explain, with reference to

the income of the post towns in Ireland, that it includes the post towns and all

the sub-offices. Limerick is peculiarly circumstanced in that respect ; there are

a great number of sub-offices which are situated at a very great distance ; that

sum of 7,2007. includes the income of all the sub-offices.

2168. Mr. Fagan.~\ When you speak of income, you mean the actual cash

receipts?—We count every letter at 1J<7., and calculate the income at that rate;

that is, every letter going into the town ; if we took the letters going out, we

should count all our letters twice over ; the income of the sub-offices under

Limerick which would be benefited is 962/., the whole income of Limerick being

7,2007.

2169. Mr. DC Vere.] Amongst those sub-posts of Limerick you include some

in Clare, some to the west of the county of Limerick, and some in the northern

part of Kerry ?—Yes, and one even in the county of Galway.

2170. Mr. F, Scully.] Have you given the amount of receipts at Carrick-on-

Suir?—£.680.

2171. WhatisCahir?—Cahir, 4007. ; lam giving them in round numbers;

I give the nearest decimal.

2172. Do not you think that if the railway were used between those towns,

it would increase postal communication between them, as far as regards all those

upon the Waterford and Limerick Railway ?—I should say, to Cahir, certainly

not.

2173. Taking Glonmel, Carrick-on-Suir, Tipperary and Waterford?—I have

no doubt there would be an increased communication between Clonmel and

Waterford ; there would be an increased number of letters, I have no doubt.

2 1 74. Should you not give some credit in your estimate for the increased

receipt of letters to Clonmel ?—From Waterford.

2175. Has that entered into your calculation?—Certainly it has; I say there

would be an increased number of letters going from Clonmel to Waterford, and

vice versd.

2176. Then your first estimate did not include that as regards Clonmel,

Carrick-on-Suir, and Cahir, and all that district?—I gave the Committee an

estimate of the absolute number of letters as now existing, which would be

accelerated ; you ask me now whether I think there would be a hypothetical

increase ; I think there would, but I think it would be but little.

2177. Would not that be an additional argument in favour of using the rail

way ?—Certainly.

2178. Mr. Wilson.] But upon what ground can you conceive that there would

be an increased number of letters between Waterford and Clonmel ; if the letters

from Waterford left at nine o'clock at night, they could by no possibility be

delivered till the following morning; whereas at present they leave in the

afternoon and may be received in Clonmel the same evening ; what increased

accommodation would that afford 1—I presume tbe question refers to the scheme

which you alluded to ; if such a scheme as you alluded to were put into opera

tion by a mail at half-past five by the present passenger train, and not a night

mail, then the increased accommodation would undoubtedly increase the number

of letters.

2179. Would
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2179. Would there not be less accommodation, and therefore be likely to be A. Trollopc, Esq.

less postal accommodation, if the night train left at nine, if you are to assume •

increased correspondence ?—The letters could not be delivered in Clonmel the 16 July 1855.

same night, but they could be posted later in Waterford ; but whether the advan

tage or the disadvantage would preponderate, I cannot say.

2180. Mr. GroganJ] By the present arrangement, are letters posted in Water-

ford this evening delivered in Clonmel the same evening ?—Not by letter-carrier;

they are delivered at the window to the people who call for them.

2181. There is no postal delivery in Clonmel the same night :—None.

2182. Therefore if the night mail spoken of were put on and ran to Clonmel,

there would be no additional inconvenience as regards the delivery of letters to

the people of Clonmel ?—Yes, there would, because they would lose the power

of getting their letters the same evening from the post-office.

2183. That is, if they choose themselves to take the trouble of doing post-

office work ; but as regards the post-office delivery in Clonmel, would any incon

venience arise to the merchants or people of Clonmel, by the dispatch of the

night mail as suggested ?—A very material inconvenience.

2184. Will you explain that?—They would lose the power of going to the

post-office of Clonmel at 8.45 p.m. in the evening and getting their letters from

Waterford, and then of answering them, so that the answer should go into

Waterford the next morning.

2185. That is, they would lose the opportunity of going themselves to the

post-office ; but I speak of the post-office delivery in the town r—I am asked if

the people would receive an injury ; they would receive the injury which 1 have

described.

2 1 86. Do you deliver the letters in Clonmel that evening ?—No.

2187. Mr. F. Scully. ~\ How many people apply at the post-office of Clonmel

at night ?— I cannot tell, but from what I hear, a good many consider it an ac

commodation.

2188. Mr. Grogan.~\ Are not the banks and the large mercantile establish

ments closed at the hour at which the mail arrives at Clonmel ?—They are.

21 8y. Therefore, as regards the whole of that class of the community, no

inconvenience would arise ?—The banks are closed, and would be closed at the

hour of the arrival of the mail that would come out of Waterford in the evening.

2190. Then there would be no additional inconvenience arising from the

lateness of the hour ?—There would be a very great additional inconvenience

arising if the hour was later.

2191. Viscount Monck.~\ In fact, in the present slate of the case you can

dispatch a letter from Waterford at half-past four, and you can get an answer

the following morning from Clonmel ?—Yes.

2192. Under the proposed arrangement that would be perfectly impossible ?

—Exactly.

2193. Mr. fPilson.'] Under the arrangement proposed of sending the post by

the half-past five o'clock passenger trains, you would accomplish the delivery

that evening?—Yes, it would afford an increased advantage to that which they

receive at present.

2194. Viscount Monck ] How many deliveries are there in Clonmel in a day?

— I think two only, after the arrival of the night and day mails from Dublin.

219,5. Mr. F. Scully."] What is the latest hour in the evening that deliveries

are made in towns of such importance as Clonruel?—It is hard to give a positive

answer, but in my own district 1 have, at the present moment, a delivery as late

as 8.45 in the evening.

2196- If a letter left Waterford at half-past six or seven, would it not be. in

time to be delivered in Clonmel the same night ?—No, it would not ; because

the whole force of the office is required at Clonmel at the hour at which the mail

would arrive, for the purpose of the dispatch of the Dublin night mail ; we

cannot effect a delivery at the same moment.

2197. Supposing the train were used for the conveyance of the night mail from

Clonmel to Dublin, in place of starting at the same hour as it does now from

Clonmel by car, could it not be sent by railway, and so give more time ?—No ;

because in such a case the letter-carriers at Clonmel would not be able to leave

0.62. s 2 the
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A. Tiollope, Esq. the office before nine, and I know that in the case I have alluded to as the

latest delivery we have, it is too late for useful purposes.

iG July 1855. 3108. Suppose it started from Waterford at a quarter before seven ?—It should

start from Waterford so much earlier as to enable the force of the Clonmel

office to have sorted those letter?, and to have dispatched them by the letter-

carriers before the hour at which they have to begin to make up the dispatch of

the night mail.

2199. Does not it arrive now at 20 minutes past eight at Clonmel ':—Twenty-

three minutes past eight at present.

2200. If that great difficulty would exist as you say in the arrival and dispatch

of those mails, does it not exist at present 1—But there is no delivery now by

letter-carrier for that reason.

220 1. If they arrived half an hour earlier, would that not give them time

for delivering the letters ?—No, it could not be done ; they are employed now in

Clonmel from 7.30 to 8.45 in the dispatch of the Dublin night-mails ; to enable

the post-office to effect the delivery of the Waterford letters they must arrive

before 7.30. The fact is that everybody in the office, and the room in the office,

is being employed for other purposes, and we cannot send out letter-carriers for

the delivery, or sort the in-coming letters at the same time as we are sorting the

outgoing letters.

2202. Having sorted the letters at Clonmel, how long do you give the public

to receive those letters at the post-office '!—They are not sorted by the letter-

carriers ; the letter-carriers, if they have to sort letters for delivery, have to come

into the office and sort their own letters according to the streets in which the

persons live ; that has not to be done for the window delivery.

2203. Mr. Grogan.] At present the train leaves Waterford at half-past four 1

—The mail does.

2204. And you deliver the letters after the dispatch of the Dublin mail for a

quarter of an hour at the window?—For an hour and a quarter at present.

2205. Chairman ~\ How long has that been so?—For two or three days ; the

arrangement was made after the statement which came out in this Committee.

2-206. Have you made any other changes since the Committee sat ?—Yes.

2207. Mr. Grogan."] That hour and a quarter you consider sufficient to sort

the letters, but not to send them out :—Certainly not ; we cannot dispatch the

letter-carriers so late as that ; it would be too late for the letter-carriers going

out.

2208. When does the delivery of letters at the window begin ?—At 8.45,

and extends to 10.

2209. Then it is an hour later than it was?—We have added an hour since

the fact was represented to the Committee.

22 10. And you think it would be too late to despatch the letters by means of

letter-carriers at a quarter to nine?—Quarter past nine.

221 1. At what time would the delivery be completed?—About 10.30.

2212. You consider that too late for the letter-carriers to take the letters

round, but that it is not too late for individuals to go and ask for their own

letters ?—The letter-carrier would be occupied a considerable time in delivering

the letters he would have to deliver, but the persons who call at the window for

the letters call at their own option, it being for such persons themselves to

decide whether it is too late for them or not.

22' 3. Sir S. NorthcoteJ] Is the town of Clonmel lighted ?—Yes.

2214. Mr. F. ScullyJ\ If the mails were conveyed from the junction to and

from Limerick and Waterford, would it not be very beneficial to those places,

and enable the towns south of this line to have much more satisfactory postal

arrangements, if the. Limerick and Waterford Railway were used:—It would be

of no benefit whatever to Limerick. I have already described the benefit it

would be to Waterford ; it would be of some trifling benefit to a few small

places along the Shannon ; it would be of benefit to Glin, to Tarbert, and

Listowel, which are sub-post-offices under Limerick ; it would be of some small

benefit to Dungarvan.

2215. Would not the letters arrive some hours earlier in Waterford ?—It is of

no benefit to a town to have the letters arrive before six o'clock in the morning.

6. But
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2216. But I presume that mails are sent off from that town to other posts in A. Trollope, Esq.

the district ?—It would be an advantage to places beyond that. •

2217. Would it be beneficial to Portlaw ?—Portlaw is so well served that I do l6 July l855'

not think it would be benefited.

2218. You would then be enabled to afford additional accommodation to

Portlaw, Dunmore, Tramore and Kilmacthomas ?—It could do nothing for

Portlaw.

2219. To Kilmacthomas, Dunmore, Dungarvan, Cappoquin, IJsmore, and

other towns south of Waterford, would it not afford much greater facilities than

they have at present ? —No ; I certainly think, speaking generally, it would not;

it would afford some little extra accommodation to Dungarvan ; it would cer

tainly afford some extra accommodation to Dunmore, and some to Tramore.

I explained that the mail coming away from Tramore at 4.30 would be in time,

but I think that is all. I can take Portlaw, if you wish me. As one of the wit

nesses before the Committee mentioned Portlaw, I made an analysis of the posts

to Portlaw.

2220. Mr. LidddlJ] As to Portlaw, can you state in a few words what the

peculiar circumstances of Portlaw are, which make it so impossible to accom

modate it?—It is not that there is any difficulty in accommodating Portlaw, but

that it has received so much accommodation as it is.

2221. Chairman.] Do you mean to say that Portlaw is so well circumstanced

as to its postal accommodation, that it would be impossible to make it better?

—I do not think that the use of the railway could improve it. Of course, you

may run a mail-coach direct from Waterford to Portlaw, if you please.

2222. Supposing that the mail was conveyed by railway, instead of, as at

present, by messenger, would not they get it sooner ?—The arrival at Portlaw at

present is at 7.15 o'clock in the morning; they also get their mails across by the

Waterford day-mail, which is an accommodation given to them lately.

2223. Mr. De Vere.~\ You said just now that Limerick would derive no

benefit from the postal use of the Waterford railway ?—I tried to explain that

'letters would gain some very small advantage in the dispatch.

2224. Would not the dispatch of the sub-posts into Clare, and the western

parts of Limerick, and the northern parts of Kerry, derive some advantage ?—

Yes ; in the northern parts of Kerry they certainly would. I named them, and

included them in the list I gave of letters which would be accelerated.

2225. What do you say to the western parts of Limerick ; take Glin ?—

I also included one or two in the western part of Limerick, such as Glin, but not

Foynes.

2226. What do you say to Atthea?—I do not know the name.

2227. That is in the western part of the county Limerick ?— Is there a post-

office there?

2228. Yes?—How is it served?

2229. I should think from Newcastle?—There is a place called Ardagh served

from Newcastle ; there is no other post goes from Newcastle.

s 3 Veneris,
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Veneris, 20" die Julii, 1855.
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THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq., IN THE CHAIR.

Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in ; and further Examined.

A. Trollope, Esq. 2230. Mr. Wilson.] YOU have heard the evidence given in this Committee

with regard to the advantages of a day mail train from Waierford to the Limerick

ao July 1855. Junction station ; what observations have you to make upon that proposal ?—•

The proposed day mail train from the Limerick Junction to Waterford would

certainly give some small amount of accommodation, and I will explain what it

would be ; the day mail at present reaches Tipperary at 1.30 and it would arrive

at 1 ; it is dispatched at half-past 11, and would be dispatched at 12 ; that is

half an hour each way; the day mail is dispatched from Dublin at 8.30 a.m.,

and the object is to accelerate the arrival of that day mail in towns in the south,

of Ireland.

22.ii. Chairman."] That day-mail already goes by rail to Limerick?—Th&

day mail of which we are now speaking already goes by rail to the Junction.

2232. The day mail leaves at 8i, and goes continuously by rail to Limerick?

—It does.

2233. The question put to you referred to the day mail coming in the direction

to Waterford from the Junction by the same train ?—I believe what is now in

question is the use of the rail from the Junction to Waterford for the con

veyance of the day mail, and Tipperary would be the first town affected ; therefore

I began with Tipperary. At Cabir the present arrival is 2.50 p.m., and the

arrival would be 1.45 p.m. ; the dispatch at present is 10.20 a.m., and the dis

patch would be 11.40 a.m. At Clonmel the arrival at present is 3 p.m., the

arrival would be 2 p.m.; the despatch at present is 10.10. a.m., the despatch

would be 1 1 a.m. At Carrick-on-Sm'r the present arrival is 4.35 p.m.; the

arrival would be 2.45 p.m.; the despatch is 7.45 a.m., and the despatch would

be 10.30 a.m. There would also be this small additional accommodation given ;

the letters posted at Limerick or Cork in the morning would be delivered at those

towns and also at Waterford the same afternoon ; those are all the advantages

which would accrue, as far as I am able to 'say, from the use of the proposed

mail by railway train

2234. Would the use of that train for the day mail assist in any way the

postal connexion by railway ; say from Cahir to Cappoquin, or any of those

places ? — In no way.

2235. ToDungarvan?—Nor to Dungarvan ; it would give no extra accommo

dation to Dune;arvan or to Portlaw. I mention those places, because the

witnesses here have specially insisted upon the accommodation which would be

given to Portlaw and to Dungarvan.

2236. Mr. Wilson.] When you speak of the small amount of time which

would be saved nt those different points by the use of the railway, is there to be

deducted, even from that small amount of time, any time which would be required

to convey the letters from the station to the post office, whatever it may be?—

I have endeavoured, as near as I can, to give the exact hour at the post-office.

2237. You have accounted for that ?—1 have accounted for that.

2238. In
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2238. In all those towns to which you have now adverted, is not the delivery A- Trollope, E«q. /

of the letters which come by the day mail from Dublin in good time, so that an /

answer can be written on the same day, and returned by the night mail to 20 July 1855.

Dublin ?—At all those towns I have named such is the case, except at Carrick-

on-Suir. The additional advantage alluded to would be given to Carrick-on-

Suir ; the other towns all have it.

2239. At what time now does the mail arrive at Carrick-on-Suir 1—The day

mail now arrives at Carrick-on-Suir 4.35 p.m., and the night mail is dispatched

from Carrick-on-Suir at 6.35 p. m., and the interval is not sufficient to enable a

person, as a rule, to receive a letter by letter-carrier, to answer it, and to post it,

without the payment of an extra stamp, in time for the dispatch of the up night

mail. But it will be seen that this extra accommodation to Carrick-on-Suir

would be of the most trifling description ; and according to the postal sense of

accommodation, hardly worth paying anything for.

2240. What is the number of letters, according to your computation, that

would receive any extra advantage from the day mail from Waterford, to the

Limerick Junction ?—Three thousand three hundred and twenty-eight a week.

2241. What would the annual revenue be derived from those?—Nine hundred

pounds per annum.

224-2. That is the whole revenue derived from the letters which, as far as you

can calculate, would have the advantage of which you have spoken, and for

which they have this circulation through the kingdom ?—That is the whole

revenue arising from them to the Post-office.

2243. What would be the increased expense to the Post-office of employing

that railway for the slight advantages which you have described ?—One thousand

and twenty-two pounds.

2244. So that the increased expense only, would absorb more than the whole

of the existing revenue from the letters which are likely to be advantaged by that

change '!—Such would be the case.

2245. When you speak of a revenue of 900 /., that is the postage derived from

those letters, not merely for passing over that piece of line, but for being con

veyed to any part of the United Kingdom to which they may be addressed ?—•

Exactly ; that is all the Post-office receive for conveying them from London, say,

or from Aberdeen, or any other part of the kingdom, to their destination.

2246. It does not apply to that small piece of line only ?—No.

2247. Therefore, the 1,022 /. would be the expense of that piece of line only,

but which would have reference to the revenue derived of 900 I. for carrying

letters from those towns all over the kingdom ?—It would not be even the whole

expense of that piece of line ; it would be the increased expense of conveying

the mails over such distance.

2248. How many letters would arrive in Waterford, as far as you know, in a

week, by the 3.20 p. m. train ?—Three hundred and thirteen letters a week.

2249. Chairman.] That is from Limerick?—From Limerick, from Clonmel,

from Cork, and from all other towns which would get an increased or an additional

communication with Waterford by such a mail.

2250. Of course, in speaking of Waterford, with reference to that day mail,

you do not include the London and Dublin correspondence which goes to

Waterford by another route altogether ?—Certainly not, because the Dublin day

mail goes into Waterford at an earlier hour by another train.

2251. Mr. Wilson.'} How many letters in a week would be advantaged in

Clonmel, if the day mail arrived at 2 instead of 3 p. m., for the additional

expense we have been referring to 1—One thousand two hundred and fifty-five

metropolitan letters, or letters from Dublin, and 160 what we call bye-letters,

or letters from such towns as Cork and Limerick.

2252. And those would be the letters chiefly that would be advantaged by

such a communication ?—One hundred and sixty letters would gain an addi

tional daily transit, and 1,255 letters would gain an additional hour in their

arrival.

2253. I think you stated to the Committee upon a former day, that you have

already accelerated the arrival of the day mail in Clonmel by something like an

hour ?—We have.

2254. That acceleration which you have found possible with existing means

will, under ordinary circumstances, afford ample opportunity for reply by the

same evening's post 1 —Ample.

0.62. 34 2255. Mr
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V A. Trdlopc, Esq. 2255. Mr. LiddellJ] Will you explain what you consider to be ample time ?

—The arrival is at 3 in the afternoon, and the dispatch from Clonmel is at-

20 July 1855. 8.45 p. m. ; there are, therefore, five and three-quarters hours for that purpose.

2256. Chan-man.} At what time is the delivery of that three o'clock arrival?

—Immediately after the arrival.

2257. At what time ?— It begins at 3.40, and is over at about 5; 3.30 is the

proper time for dispatching the carriers. If the mail is heavy, we cannot get

out the carriers at the hour fixed ; and therefore I have given the Committee, for

fear of mistake, the latest hour at which the letter-carriers would leave the post-

office for delivery.

2258. Mr. JVilson.~[ There has been a good deal said with regard to the direct

daily mail between Waterford and Clonmel, which existed before the present

arrangements ?—There has.

2259. Would the Post-office be disposed to make a fair arrangement with the

railway, to use an existing passenger train for the purpose of giving that accom

modation which heretofore existed, if the railway company were disposed to make

an arrangement upon such terms as other railways in Ireland do ?—The Post

master-general, no doubt, would be very willing to make such an arrangement.

2260. An arrangement which should not at all disturb the arrangement of

the railway company with regard to passengers ; the postmaster would not

require to have any control with regard to the hour of departure, but he would

use the existing train?—Exactly. I may remark that Mr. Page, who is here,

is prepared to give evidence to the Committee as to the manner in which such

service is paid for on other railways, and will show that work on other railways

is done at a very cheap rate, and will probably be able to give an opinion that

Post-office work could be done upon this railway at the same rate.

2261. If you were to establish this day mail between the Waterford and the

Limerick junction, even at the rate of only 9 d. a mile, the cost of which would

extend to about 1,000 I., what would be the advantage to the Post-office which

you would gain by that expenditure, according to your usual computation of

postal receipts and advantages in general ?—Looking at a revenue of 900 /., of

which 500 1. belongs to letters already having! the advantage of a day mail, and

400 /. belongs to letters which do not have that advantage, we should say that a

quarter of the latter sura, that is to say, a quarter of 400 /., and a tenth of 500 1,

might be fairly so expended j that would be, on the whole, the sum of 150 /. per

annum.

2262. Then the Post-office value of the expenditure of 1 ,000 /. would be 150 /. ?

—Exactly so.

2263. It has been stated that an inconvenience has been felt in Waterford,

from there being no collection of letters made at the town receiving-office there

to tit the dispatch for Clonmel; is that so?— It was so; but it was immediately

remedied in consequence of the mention made of it to the Committee. I can

explain to the Committee how that arose. The letter-carrier who used to deliver

in a part of the town of Waterford in which that office is situated, formerly

returned from his delivery at an hour which suited for the conveyance of a

bag from the receiving-house to the principal office ; the hours of the delivery

were altered, and the collection, which had heretofore been provided for by this

letter-carrier, was dropped.

2-264. Had you any complaints made before you heard them in this room of

that inconvenience ?—No ; and I think I may add that no such complaint reached

the Post-office, for search has been made in the Dublin and London offices for

any communication upon the subject, and none can be found.

2265. Is it one of those subjects of complaint which would have been imme

diately remedied if it had been made to you in the usual way ?—Certainly.

2266. Sir 8. NorthcoteJ] Did it not occur to you, when you were making the

alteration as to taking the letters from the receiving-box, that it would be an

inconvenient arrangement ?—The arrangement was not made by me; but I might

explain to the Committee that postal arrangements are made up of very many

small circumstances, and it will sometimes happen that, in making a large

arrangement, some small circumstance will escape attention, and that appears to

have been the case in the instance alluded to.

2267. Mr. Wilson.~\ Of course no alteration at first can be perfect, but you

make it perfect from time to time, as complaint is made with regard to any incon

venience
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venience which is felt ?—We endeavour to avoid any such cause of complaint ; A. Trollope, Esq.

but such cause does exist sometimes, and then we remedy it. —

2268. Mr. Grogan.] With regard to that inconvenience as to Waterford, 20 July 1855.

which has been remedied by reason of the evidence given in this room, would it

not have been the duty of the local inspector to have inquired into all com

plaints of the kind which might be made?—No such complaint appears to have

been made to the local inspector.

2269. Is there in the local office any registrar of complaints that may be made

with regard to this or analogous cases ?—If a representation were made to the

postmaster of Waterford, he should write to the surveyor of the district.

2270. You heard the evidence here of a fientleman, who stated in positive

terms, that representations and complaints of that character were made?—

I heard the gentleman say he had spoken to the postmaster of it ; as far as my

memory serves me that was the only observation he made.

2271. Your opinion is, that the representation was not in the form or manner

in which it ought to be, to come formally under the cognisance of the inspector ?

—No doubt the postmaster should have represented the circumstance to the

surveyor, even supposing no one had spoken to him about it ; it would have been

better had the postmaster of Waterford done so ; and if a representation was

made to him about it, that would be an additional reason why he should write

to the surveyor upon the subject.

2272. How long has that state of things existed?—Since the acceleration of

the day mail into Waterford in December last.

2273. Is it only since December that this inconvenience has been suffered?—

As I have understood, it was occasioned by the alteration of the hour of the de

livery of the day mail ; and if so, it can only have taken place since December.

2274. Chairman.] Does the surveyor or inspector, or whoever is the officer

who visits these districts, pay periodical visits to see how matters go on ?—He

pays many casual visits ; I cannot say periodical, because he does not go at fixed

periods ; he is there from time to time, as circumstances require.

2275. Is there any officer of the Post-office whose duty it is, when a material

alteration takes place in the arrival or dispatch of a mail, to see how it will

operate upon certain services of the Post-office ?—Certainly.

2276. Wrho is that officer?—The surveyor of the district, who at that time

was Mr. Drought, who has since left the service ; but as it may be that in

saying that, I may seem to impute some blame to him, I should wish it to be stated

that it is all but impossible for a surveyor in first carrying out any large arrange

ment to avoid some small inconvenience in some towns affected by it.

2277. Mr. Barrow.] Are not the inspector's visits made at uncertain times,

so far as the Post-office are concerned ?—Yes.

2278. Have the inhabitants of the districts in general any means of knowing

when his visits may be expected, in order to make those slight complaints

personally, instead of going through the ceremony of an application to the post-

office in London ?—No ; there is no means by which they could do so ; if a

gentleman makes a complaint and a surveyor intends to visit a post-office in

consequence of that complaint, it is usual for the surveyor to give the com

plainant notice of his visit.

2279. That would be in the case of a formal complaint being transmitted to

London, and then being transmitted into the country to be inquired into ; but

my question went rather to this, whether, if a complaint were made to the post

master of such a thing as the neglect of this receiving-house, it would not be his

business to inform the complainant when the inspector arrived, in order that he

might have an opportunity of stating the complaint to the surveyor?—We are

rather anxious that the postmaster should not know in any case of the intended

visit of the surveyor.

2280. But should not the postmaster, when he knows the inspector is in the

place, communicate to the person making the complaint, in order that he should

have an opportunity of seeing the inspector ?—I am afraid that we should be

overdone with complaints in that case ; we would rather avoid them.

2281. Mr. Grogan.] Has the local postmaster any authority of his own to

remedy complaints r—He could not remedy a complaint by any measure requiring

an outlay of expenditure, nor could the surveyor remedy such complaint himself;

iio expenditure can be authorised except by the sanction of the Postmaster-

general.

0.62. T 2282. What
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\, Trollope, E&\. 2282. What additional expenditure has been incurred to the Post-office by

reason of the alteration which you have made since this inquiry ?—Two shillings

20 July 1855. and threepence a week.

2283. It cost 2 s. 3 d. a week additional to collect that bag ?—Yes.

2284. Will you stale what letters would be accelerated, and where their

general destination is, so far as you know by reason of collecting that bag?—

The letters posted in that portion of the city of Waterford in which the office is

situated, addressed to Cork or to Limerick or to Clonmel, will be accelerated.

2285. But accelerated to what degree ?—They will be accelerated by different

degrees, according to the town to which they are addressed.

2286. Take Clonmel •—A letter for Clonmel would reach that town at

8.25 p.m. on a Monday, instead of 3 p. m. on Tuesday.

2287. That is somewhere about 18 hours?—Exactly.

•^288. Take Carrick-on-Suir ?—A letter for Cai rick-on-Suir would be accele

rated, you may say, 24 hours.

2289. Then in fact, along the whole line that the mail travels, by this altera

tion a very considerable acceleration will take place in the letters ?—A very con

siderable acceleration will take place to a very inconsiderable number of letters.

Before completing my evidence upon this question, as the matter has been gone

into so largely, I should explain that it is a matter of some doubt as to whether

the town of Waterford was at all entitled to a receiving office in this locality ;

the number of letters was hardly held sufficient to authorise this expenditure

when it was first established, and of course any increased expense would be so

far an increased argument against its establishment.

2290. Previous to the establishment of this district or town receiving office in

Waterford, I presume the matters you are now speaking of were duly considered

by the Post-office authorities ?—The office was established at my instance some

years ago, and it was only barely possible then to establish it according to the

rules of the department.

2291. However, it was possible to establish it under the authority of the rules

of the Post-office, and it was established?—It was so established with two col

lections of letters daily ; it still had two collections of letters daily when this

Committee began to sit, so that, in fact, the amount of accommodation originally

intended was still given ; but as circumstances, and the delivery of the town,

unconnected with the office itself, put that portion of the town to a certain

amount of inconvenience, we have now given a third collection at an increased

expense.

2292. When this office was originally established, of course the Post-office,

by the establishment, undertook to afford the parties who might make use of

that office, all the accommodation and facility which the Post-office were capable

of affording them?—By no means.

2293. What did they undertake to afford them ?—They undertook to afford

them the means of sending their letters to the principal office at certain hours of

the day without trouble to themselves, but they did not undertake to convey

letters to the principal office at all hours of the day.

2294. Mr. Wilson.] Two deliveries were intended ?—Two collections.

2295. Mr. Grogan.~\ When was this receiving office originally established?—

I should think in 1848, but I speak with doubt.

2296. Can you describe what, at that time, was the dispatch of the mails from

Waterford to Limerick ?—The posts in the south of Ireland were very fluctuating

just at that period, and I cannot undertake to give the exact hour of the dispatch

from Waterford to Limerick when that office was first opened.

2297. However, when that office was established, would letters put into that

office be conveyed to the head office in time for the dispatch, under ordinary

circumstances of the mail going to Limerick and Cork ?—They would.

2298. By subsequent arrangement, accelerating the time of the dispatch of

this mail at half-past four, this particular office was thrown out of time in fact ?

—It was not thrown out of time by that alteration, because, as I have already

explained, an arrangement was made for bringing in those letters by a letter-

carrier up to a short time since.

2299. And it was that alteration in the arrangement of the letter-carrier that

threw them out ?—It » as that new arrangement of the letter-carrier that threw

them out. I have already explained to the Committee that it was accidental,

and that the Post-office has to take to itself a certain amount of blame in the

matter,
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matter, but I think the blame is very small. The officer to whom the blame, if d- Trollope, Esq.

any, is to be attached is not now in the office ; but I think if you had the conduct

of "the postal arrangements yourself, you could hardly escape some small over- ao Ju'y '855.

sight occasionally. I am able to give the Committee evidence upon all such

cases, and am prepared to show to the Committee that the great majority of

cases of imputed mal-administration of the Post-office which have created so

much astonishment, are perfectly erroneous ; there are some few cases in which

the inquiry before the Committee has shown to us what we acknowledge to be

omissions, and those we have immediately remedied.

2300. In the particular case under inquiry, the Post-office authorities are

satisfied that the parties in Waterford had a just ground of complaint ; and on

being satisfied they took steps to remedy the grievance ?—Exactly.

2301. Mr. Wilson.] Had the parties ever compin ined to the Post-office of that

grievance, or were you aware of it before you heard of it in this room ?—Not before.

2302. You never heard of it before?—I never heard of it before; I have

made search for record of the complaint, and can find none, either in Dublin or

in London.

2303. Mr. Grogan.'] At present you pay the Limerick and Waterford Railway

for the transmission of letters by the day mail from the junction to Limerick,

9d. a mile?—One shilling a mile. Mr. Page will give you evidence by-and-bye,

much better than I can, upon the subject of the present payment to the railways,

because they are all under his control.

2304. Have any propositions ever been made by the Post-office authorities to

the railway directors for sending a mail by all their trains at the same rate ?—

I am prepared to give any evidence with reference to benefit or injury which may

accrue to towns situate on the lines of railway by the use of railways ; but I think

if you ask Mr. Page with reference to railway companies, he can give you

better evidence than I can.

230.5. Yon stated that the number of letters which could be transmitted from

Limerick to Waterford by the establishment of a direct mail by a railway would,

according to your estimate, come to about 900 /. a year ?—I have said that the

letters that would be conveyed by the line would give an income of 900 /. a year.

2306. And you have estimated the increased expense at something over

l,000/.?—£. 1,022.

2307. Have you any doubt, that if increased facilities of writing by means

of that day mail were afforded between Limerick, Cork, and Waterford, the letters

•would very considerably increase in number?—It is our axiom that all

increased accommodation increases the number of letters, and therefore I will

not say that such would not be the case in the present instance ; but the in

creased accommodation would be so very small as to lead us to think there

would be a very small increase in the number of letters.

2308. Take the first town, Tipperary ; the increased accommodation, in point

of arrival, would be half an hour ?—Half an hour.

2309. And the increased accommodation, as to the dispatch, half an hour

also "'.—Yes.

2310. What are the present hours of arrival and dispatch?—The present

arrival is one, and the dispatch is 12.

2311. Is that 12 at noon?—Twelve at noon and 1 p.m. One p.m. is the

arrival, and 12 at noon the dispatch; there is one hour interval between the two,

the dispatch taking place first. If the Committee will look at the railway, and

will observe that the up and down trains cross at the junction, they will

see that the dispatch from Tipperary will take place a little time before the arrival

at Tipperary.

2312. Then the letters at present arrive at such a time as to leave the parties

23 hours without an opportunity of answering?—No; they arrive at one, but

there is a night mail out of Tipperary ; the answers may be dispatched by the

night mail.

2313. Take the next town, Cahir, what is the present time of arrival and of

dispatch ?—The present arrival i« at 2.50 p.m., and the dispatch 10.20 a.m.

2314. Mr. F. Scully.] Does that go by railway?—At present the mail goes by

mail car from Goold's Cross to Cahir.

2315. Mr. Grogan.] At what time can a letter, arriving by the morning

dispatch, be answered?—The arrival being at 2.50 p.m., an answer can be

dispatched by the night mail at 8.4.0 p. m.

0.62. T 2 2316. What



\ 148 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

A. Trollope, Esq. 2316. What time would be gained by the arrival in Cahir by the day mail?—

The arrival would be 1.45.

20 July 1855. 2317. To your knowledge, are there any banks at Cahir?—Yes, I believe

there is a bank at Cahir.

2318. Letters arriving now at 2.50, which is 10 minutes before the banks

close, is it possible to transact any banking business to which those letters may

give occasion?— I do not know anything about banking business, but I have no

doubt that banking business is done in consequence of the arrival of those letters.

If I go to the bank, not being a customer, they will not do any business with me

after three o'clock ; but if I am a customer, they will do so, I have no doubt.

2319. Do you know that of your own knowledge?—I do not know it from

experience at Cahir, but I have done business with banks at other places after

three o'clock.

2320. If a mail arrives at 2.50 in Cahir, is there a delivery on the arrival of

that mail ?—There is.

^321. At what time will that delivery be completed ?—About four.

2322. Mr. Wilson.'] What amount of time do you say the mail would be

accelerated?—It would arrive at 1.45.

2323. At what time would the delivery be completed r—About three.

2324. Consequently quite too late to do any business with the banks, if they

close at three ?—I should say that all banks send for their letters ; they do not

get them by the letter-carriers. Shopkeepers could not get their letters in time

to do business with the banks in either one case or the other.

2325. Mr. Grogan.^ By the new arrangement the letters would arrive, I

understand you, in Cahir at 1.45 ?—Yes.

2326. And the delivery would be completed, according to your view, about

three ?—You may say three ; I am not prepared to say positively whether it

would be a quarter before or a quarter after.

2327. What possible difficulty would exist with shopkeepers or merchants,

who receive their letters in the earlier part of that delivery, in reference to their

transacting banking business that day ?—That depends upon the exact part of

the town in which the merchant lives, and also upon what his banking business

consists of. I presume a merchant has something to do after he gets his letters,

before he goes to the bank.

2328. 1 assume a merchant receiving his letter by the quarter to two delivery,

and that he has business to transact with the bank, would there be any difficulty

whatever in his transacting that business before the bank closes ?—Perhaps if I

should say that a merchant getting his letters delivered to him at half-past two

could walk into the bank before three, I should say all that I am called upon to

say.

2329. Could he do that by possibility under the present system?—He

could not.

2330. Then that would be a decided gain to the mercantile community?—

I think we have acknowledged all through that Cahir would get a decided

gain.

233 1 . Take Clonmel, what would be the difference in arrival at Clonmel ?—

The present arrival is three ; the arrival would be two.

2332. Of course the same observation with regard to afibi ding facilities applies

there as in the previous case ?—Yes.

2333. Take Carrick-on-Suir '(—At Carrick-on-Suir the arrival would be

2.45 p.m. instead of 4-35.

2334- That would hardly afford any banking facilities ?— No; perhaps if you

took the hour at the middle of the delivery it would be fair; it depends upon the

nature of the town and the part in which the person lives ; iii some cases it

would take 20 minutes, in some 30, and in some 40 to get out the letter-carriers.

233.5. Can you state to the Committee the gain of accommodation that would

arise to the merchants in any of those towns respectively by the later dispatch?

—The later dispatch of the day mail is not nearly so important as the earlier

arrival of it ; Tipperary would gain half an hour in the dispatch, Cahir would

gain an hour and 20 minutes, Clonmel would gain 50 minutes, and Carrie k-on-Suir

would gain 2 hours 45 minutes ; but in no case would the dispatch be at so late

an hour as to enable business men, as a rule, to do their business and write

their letters before the dispatch. There, was very clear evidence given here by a

gentleman connected with the city of Waterford, Mr. Alexander I think, who

told
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told us that a somewhat later dispatch by the day mail from the town was not A. Trollopc, Esq.

of any material use to men of business, and such is the experience which we

have at the Post-office. 20 July 1855.

2336. Assuming I am a resident in Clonmel, for instance, if I receive a letter

by your present system conveying half-notes, or bills of exchange, or anything

else to me, would it be possible for me to transact business with the banker, and

to send an answer by the day mail ?—I presume you mean by the night mail you

receive the letter.

2337- No, I confine my question to the day mail ?—I presume the question

refers to arrival by the night mail and dispatch by the day mail.

2338. No ; I assume I am a resident in Clonmel, and that I receive a letter by

your present day mail containing half-notes, bankers' cheques, or anything else ;

x:an I send an acknowledgment of that letter to my correspondent in Limerick by

the return day mail ?—You can do it by the next day's day mail.

2339. What is the interval of time ?—The Honourable Member asks with refer

ence to the day mail ; the answer would go by the night mail. We have already

seen that the interval would be from 3 p.m. to 8.45 p.m., reaching Limerick in

the middle of the night.

2340. Would a letter dispatched in the way I have just described go by

Dublin?—No.

234 1 . It goes straight on ?—Yes.

2342. It reaches Limerick about 12 o'clock at night?—It reaches Limerick

at three o'clock in the morning.

2343. If the system which has been suggested of the use of the day mail

along the line were established, would not there be time to acknowledge the

receipt of that letter by the return day mail ?—No, certainly not ; because the

dispatch of the day mail would be before the arrival of the day mail ; in any case,

a glance at the map will show that if the trains should all meet at the junc

tion, the train going away from Clonmel must necessarily leave Clonmel before the

train arrives at the junction.

2344. Mr. F. Scully.] At what hour does the day mail leave Clonmel?—

10.10.

234,5. At what hour would it leave if you took advantage of the railway?—

At 11.

2346. At what hour do the banks and houses of business open in the morning ?

—They are not very early people in Clonmel.

2347. At what hour do the banks open ?—Ten, I believe.

2348. Would they not gain very nearly an hour for answering their letters by

that arrangement ?—They would gain 50 minutes in dispatching their letters.

2349. *n answering the letters received by the night mail?— I will not admit

that they would gain 50 minutes in answering their letters, because, as a rule,

that mail would not be used for answering letters. It would be in the power of

the banks to answer them HOW, because bankers get their letters before 10, but

they do not open their houses of business before 10 ; it would give 50 minutes

additional time for the dispatch.

2350. Would it not also give some additional security to the carriage of those

letters as compared with the one-horse car which goes to Goold's Cross now ?—

I cannot say that there would be any additional security to a mail which is

secure now.

235 1 . Do you think the one-horse car to Goold's Cross is always secure ?—I do.

23,52. Are you aware of the breaks down and the injury which has been

sustained during the last year by that one-horse car to Goold's Cross?—I heard

in this room that the driver had got drunk once.

• 2353. Have you not heard of the losses of the bags ?—No ; and I think that

every witness who was asked a question on that subject said that he could give

no instance at all of a lost letter ; every witness who was asked said he knew no

instance of letters having been lost.

2354. Did you hear Mr. Wilson Kennedy's evidence upon that subject?

— Yes.

2355. Did he not state that the bags were found in a field upon one occasion,

and on another occasion the boy driving the car tumbled off, and the bags were

found in a ditch, and the horse and car were stopped by the police on the road ;

can you contradict that ? — I cannot contradict it; I did not understand that there

were two occasions ; I thought he named one.

0.62. T 3 2356. That
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A. Trollope, Esq. 2356. That occurred within the last 12 months ?—I do not think he stated

that it was within the last 12 months.

«o July 1855. 2357. Did he not also state that constant delays occurred ; that the arrivals

were always an hour alter the time fixed by the Post-office?— I do not think he

stated so ; but if he did say it, he stated that which was not the fact ; however,

he might have also stated that during the snow last year, the line from Mallow

to Cork was so stopped with snow that the train could not be got through; but

I should not therefore say that the railway was an insecure mode of conveying

letters.

2358. Sir S. Northcote.'] Would you put that as a parallel case to the two

cases which were instanced of the post-boy getting drunk, and the letters being

found in a field, and the car going away and being stopped by the police ?—

Perhaps, if I were to instance a case in which some portion of the railway engine

broke, and stopped the conveyance of the mail, it might be more parallel to that

of the driver being drunk.

23,59. Mr. F. Scully.'} Can Mr. Page give the Committee information as to

those cases stated by Mr. Kennedy ?—No ; Mr. Page can give you no informa

tion as to one-horse cars.

2360. Was any report made to the Post-office at the time ?—There is a

report made every day by means of the time-bill.

236 1 . Who was the surveyor at that period r—Mr. Kendrick.

2362. As to delays in the arrivals of the mails in Clonmel by the one-horse

car, has the surveyor of the district any knowledge or information ; is there any

report made to him by the postmaster in the town as to the hours of arrival ?—

There is a daily time-bill ; every mail-car carries a time-bill, which is sent to the

surveyor.

2303. Have you seen the time-bill within the last 12 months relative to

Clonmel ?—I have not.

•2364. 'Jhen you can give no information upon the subject of the arrival of

that car?—Of my own knowledge I can state that the surveyor of the district

represents the arrival of those cars in Clonmel to be regular.

2365. Have you seen that in writing from him ?—I saw it in writing yester

day.

2366. Have you got the exact hours of the arrival of those cars in Clonmel?

—No.

2367. During the six winter months, from November to May ':—When I am

speaking of the punctual arrival, I am speaking of the present time, and the

months immediately previous to the present time ; I cannot say but what those

arrivals daring tlie snow and the frost were irregular : probably they were so.

2368. I am speaking of other months besides the months in which the snow

and frost occurred ; of the six months between last November and last May;

what was the arrival of those cars during that period ?—I cannot give any de

tailed account of the arrivals, but it is represented to me that as a rule the

arrivals are regular. The car is worked by the best mail-car contractor we have,

Mr. Bianconi ; and as a rule his mail-cars are regularly worked.

2369. Mr. Grogan.] You spoke of the punctual arrival of those mail-cars,,

and stated that you saw a report from Mr. Kendrick to that effect ; over what

period of time does the word " punctual " extend ?—From the time when last

winter's snow and frost ceased to impede the mails ; but I cannot give answers

•which will be accurate in all such details.

2370. But you undertook in the first instance to give the Committee answers

to all those points?—iNot at all ; I can give general evidence, but not as to such

minute details.

2371. You will recollect that when you first came forward here, I asked you

the question whether you could give the Committee this information, not having

been for some years in charge of this district ; M r. Kendrick being the surveyor t

—Mr. Kendrick could not give you the information you now ask, nor any other

one person whom you can name.

2372. But there would be no difficulty in giving a return of the arrivals from

the records in the Post office?—A return of the arrivals of the mail-car at

Clonmel over a long period of time could not be given.

2373- Why not?— Because the time-bills are not kept ; they are used for

such purpose as is necessary arising from them, and when that is done they are

destroyed.

2374. Mr,
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2374. Mr. F. Scully.'] Returns were made to the House of Commons, and A- Trollcpe, Esq.

questions were answered by the Honourable Member near me, as to the arrival ~ ~

of certain mails at certain times in Dublin and London ; if those could be given, 20 ^u|y l855-

I want to know why they could not be given with respect to the arrivals at

Clonmel ? —Because the branch mails are much more numerous than the direct

mails ; of course it is easy to keep a small number of time-bills which refer to

large and heavy mails a longer time than it is those more numerous, but less

important time-bills, with regard to light branch mails.

2375. Mr. Wilson.'] How long are the smaller time-bills kept which refer to

Clonmel, for instance?—They are destroyed immediately after they are examined,

unless in cases in which the contractor seems to be doing his work badly ; in

which case they are preserved as evidence against the contractor, that it is

necessary either to take the contract from him or to punish him.

2376. Mr. F. Scully.] Are they not kept as evidence in the case of complaints

as to the non-arrival of those mails in proper time ?—No, certainly not.

2377. Then there is no evidence whether those complaints were founded in

truth or not ? —If the complaints were made at the time the inconvenience was

felt, all the information required could be given ; but if I were to be asked as to

the arrival of the branch mails in England or Ireland during the course of last

year, though I might explain any irregularity which had occurred, I could not

give the exact hours of arrival.

2378. I will call your attention to one answer of Mr. Kennedy's; he stated

that the arrival of the Dublin day mail in Clonmel from Goold's Cross was at

ten minutes before four, he says, " During the winter I generally received my

letters at halt-past five or six o'clock in the evening." I want to know if the

mail had arrived punctually at four o'clock, would not the letters have been

delivered long before that hour?—No, that depends very much upon Mr.

Kennedy's residence ; if the hour of arrival were at four, and the letter-carriers

were dispatched at half-past four, certainly the delivery would not be finished at

half-past five.

2379. ^° not y°u know that Mr. Kennedy lives in one of the principal streets

in Clonmel ?—I do not know where he lives ; but you allude to the arrival of the

letters at Clonmel at four, and Mr. Kennedy, I understand, said he did not gene

rally get his letters till half-past five; that would be in the natural course of

things.

2380. He stated the time varied very much, and that they were very irregular

in their arrival in Clonmel; you say the arrival was regular?— I do not know

whether you are alluding to the day mail or the night mail.

2381. The day mail I speak of, arriving at Clonmel ?—Taking Mr. Kennedy's

evidence, I should say that the arrivals at the time to which he alludes appear

to have been regular.

2382. But you give the Committee no evidence as to whether they were regu

lar or irregular. You can afford no information, except that one statement ;

you cau give the Committee no facts within your own knowledge to prove it?—

I can give no statement of the absolute arrivals during the last winter of the day

and night mails at Clonmel ; it will be easily seen, that if I am expected to do

it of Clonmel, I must be expected to do it of hundreds of towns situated in the

the different counties to which this inquiry goes; the amount of evidence I

should be expected to give would be very voluminous, and more than can be

reasonably looked for.

2383. Are there a hundred such towns in the district, or 50 towns in Ireland,

the size of Clonmel?—No, not of the size of Clonmel.

2384. Is not Clonmel one of the first inland towns in Ireland?—Certainly it

is one of the first inland towns in Ireland ; but if I am expected to give these

details as regards Clonmel, 1 should be, I presume, expected to give them as to

other towns so circumstanced. Another Honourable Member for some other

county than Tipperary might think that the towns of his county were equally

deserving of importance with Clonmel.

2385. Are you aware of the extent of trade and business done in Clonmel,

or are you aware of any other inland town in Ireland which does the same

amount of business ?—I should be sorry to say that it was not so ; although

Clonmel is a good town, I think Kilkenny is as good.

2386. Sir S. Northcote.'] You say the time-bills are destroyed as soon as they

are examined ; by whom are they examined, and when ?—The time-bills are sent

0.62. T 4 to



152 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE
«, .
V

A. Trollope, Esq. to the surveyor, either daily or weekly, according to his discretion ; they are then

-^ examined by one of his clerks, and, in the event of its being necessary to take-

so July 1855. any notice of a time-bill in consequence of lost time or irregularity of service, it

comes before the surveyor himself ; in the event of there being no such neces

sity, the time-bills are destroyed immediately after their examination.

2387. Is every instance of irregularity brought before the surveyor, or does the

clerk merely bring those which appear to be very striking ?—The clerk uses some

discretion ; different surveyors may have different rules ; one surveyor may have

a clerk who may be as good or a better officer than himself, and another may

have a clerk whom he may not be able to trust so well ; of course, all those

circumstances must depend upon the chance arrangement of the district.

2388. Are you not aware that the people of a district are not likely to com

plain to the surveyor until irregularities have been going on for some time ?—

I cannot say that I am aware of that ; I am aware of quite the contrary ; I am,

moreover, aware that more complaints will be made in the case of one late arrival

of a regular car than in the case of a late arrival of an irregular car ; if a car is

daily late half an hour, no complaint will be made ; but if a car keeps its time

regularly for a month, and then is late half an hour, a complaint will be made.

2389. Then supposing a car is generally performing its work irregularly, it is

not probable that you will have either complaints or records of that irregu

larity?—We have complaints of irregularity, and we notice them, but it does

not necessarily give rise to complaints from the public.

2390. Are you aware whether there are records of the irregularity in this par

ticular case?—J am aware that the surveyor has reported to the Post-office in

London that the work is regularly done.

2391. Do you suppose that to arise from the car being really regular that no-

isolated complaints are made, or from its being so irregular that there are no

complaints made, the parties being used to it ?—Not at all : I think the Honour

able Member makes a very unfair deduction. I have spoken of irregularity

complained of by the public, but the irregularity is noticed by the surveyor,,

even though it is not complained of by the public ; it sometimes occurs that a

car may be irregular, and that the surveyor has not the means, nor have the

Post-office the means, of stopping the irregularity at once. If we were to dis

continue the use of that contractor immediately, we could not, at the moment,

provide for the conveyance of the mails at all ; we are obliged to give notice to

quit, and, during the interval, we' have no means of exacting regularity, and

therefore there may be long instances of irregularity.

2392. Mr. LiddelL] 1 presume similar time-bills are received from, the rail

way companies which convey the mails by the surveyor?—No; the mails

carried by railways are, as a rule, accompanied by mail-guards, and the time-

bills for such mails are filled up by the mail-guards, and are sent to the comp

troller of mails, Mr. Page, who is now here. They are kept longer than the

district time-bills.

2393. Are we to understand that the railway time-bills are not sent to the

local inspector at all?— They are not.

2394. In no part of Ireland that you are acquainted with ?—There are some

cases in my own district, in which railways carry mails, the time-bills of which

are sent to the local surveyor, but as a rule they go to Mr. Page, the comptroller

of mails.

2395. Is that rule also observed in England?—I believe the rules to be pre

cisely the same in England as in Ireland.

2396. Mr. Barrow.] You said that the complaint of the public might only

be made when an irregularity occurred in a regular conveyance. Am I to

understand that it would be the duty of the surveyor, supposing a car to be too-

late by half an hour for a month together, to report it ?—It would be the duty

of the surveyor to act upon it.

2397. Both to report it and to act upon it ?—He would report it when he

found it perfectly impracticable to remedy it, because he would call for the-

Postmaster-general's sanction for putting an end to the contract ; the contract

is between the contractor and the surveyor, and not between the contractor and

the Postmaster-general.

2398. I understand you also to say that you have no remedy in case of

neglect by the contractor, but a change of contract ; I take it for granted that

the contractor is under terms of engagement by which you can punish him?—:

The
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The contractor is under a contract, and in that contract there is a penalty A- Trollope, Es^-

clause, but the penalty clause does not enable a servant of the post-office to

make the contractor buy a new horse, or to buy a new car, or to furnish a new 9° J^y l855>

driver.

2399. Sir S. Northcote.'] But does not it enable them to fine him for being

late ?—Practically speaking, we find we cannot fine the contractor.

2400. Mr. JVilsonJ] It would be a matter of considerable time 1—It would

be a matter of considerable time, and the delay would be going on all the

time ; we occasionally send the mails by express, and then deduct the cost of

such express from the contractor, and so far we do fine him.

2401. Chairman.] Has not the Post-office also the power of inflicting a

penalty bv withholding payment ?—We have the power in certain circumstances

of withholding payment, but we are unwilling to do it, if we can help it.

2402. Is not that better than going to law with the contractor ?—We do not

go to law with the contractor.

2403. Then the public are left to be inconvenienced because you will not go

to law with the contractor and enforce the contract ?—Not so ; the matter has

been fully gone into ; generally speaking, such delays as those alluded to arise

from poverty on the part of the contractor, and any stoppage of the sum due to

the contractor would not remedy that evil.

2404. Do not you understand that that is one of the very grounds of our

complaint, that the Post-office conducts the public service by means of such

poor conveyances that the public are greatly inconvenienced ; it now appears

from your answer that the poverty of the contractor is the reason why you

do not enforce the contract and obtain an efficient service?—Mail contractors

are equally subject to bankruptcy and loss as other tradesmen, and perhaps

more so than any other kind of tradesmen, and in dealing with our contractors

we can only deal with them as we would with other tradesmen.

2405. Mr. F. Scully.'] Would not this difficulty be obviated entirely by the

use of the railway :—Certainly not.

2406. Have you ever heard of a railway company becoming bankrupt, or your

not being able to compel them to keep their time ?—No ; but railway companies

are not running on the lines to which the Committee are alluding.

2407. Are there not railway trains running direct from those towns of which

you are speaking, that is between Clonmel and the junction every day ?—There

are.

2408. Running at about the same hours, arriving at Clonmel at two, the car

arriving at three ?—There are.

2409. Is it right, or just, or proper that they should be carried by a one-horse

car, as you may say, running alongside the train every day?—Certainly ; I think

it is right, and just, and proper. I do not think we can undertake to convey

mails by the best means of conveyance, irrespective of expense ; I think very

often rather than convey them by train it would be better not to convey them

at all.

2410. Are you aware that in answer to a question put by an Honourable

Member of the House to the Noble Lord at the head of the Government, he

stated " that the collection of revenue by the Post-office was rather incidental

than an essential function, and that the Post-office was an administrative depart

ment of the Government, rather than one for the collection of revenue. It was

the opinion of those who had most studied tlie matter that the main object of the

Post-office was, not to collect revenue, but to effect an easy, ready, and cheap

transmission for correspondence for the convenience of the public, and the promo

tion of the commercial interests of the country"?—Yes, I certainly read it with a

great deal of pleasure.

241 1 . Is it carrying out that principle, that while you have railway trains

running direct between different towns, as you have here, you use a one-horse

car, which is not only insecure, but continually subject to delays, and is it not

a great injustice to the public in not giving them advantage of the most available

means of conveyance ?—I cannot see anything in the principle laid down by the

Prime Minister, which would justify the Postmaster-general in conveying mails

at a cost greater than the whole revenue to be derived from them, and thereby

make it necessary to call upon the House of Commons for a subsidy to pay the

additional expense.

0.62. U 2412. The
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A. Trollopt, Esq. 241 2. The receipts would not very nearly make up the expense in this case ?—

^ —~ No, I think not ; I think it has been shown that the use of the railway from.

20 July 1855. Waterford to Limerick would consume all the surplus revenue of the Post-office

in the south of Ireland.

2413. 1 am speaking of the day mail?—The day mail would do its part of

that consumption.

2414. In case of the employment of the train for the day mail, I think you

stated in a former part of your evidence that the additional accommodation

would increase the revenue to about 900 1. a year?—No ; I stated that the whole

existing revenue, from letters which would be conveyed, is 900 /. a year, and that

the additional expense, not the whole expense, nor perhaps by far the greater

part of conveying those letters, but the additional expense of conveying them,

would be 1,022 /. over and above the present cost.

2415. Mr. Wilson.'] Is it not the case, that the whole of the postage obtained

from letters which would travel over that line is 900 1. a year?—Yes.

2416. And that the additional cost to that which is now expended upon that

line, if the railway were used, would be 1,022Z. a year ?—Yes.

2417. So that the additional cost, to say nothing of the present cost, would

absorb more than the whole revenue of the line?—Yes, that is so.

2418. Mr. F. Scully.] Are you speaking of the night mails, or the day mails?

—The day mails.

2419. You make no allowance for the increase of letters?—No.

2420. Are you speaking of the towns of Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, Tipperary,

Cahir, and Limerick?— Limerick already has its mail ; there would be a certain

amount of advantage to the town of Limerick ; 42 letters would be accelerated,

giving a revenue of 1 1 /.

2421. What is the expense to the Post-office for the carriage of those day

mails at present between those towns ?—Which towns, Limerick ?

2422. On the line between Limerick and Waterford ?—£. 668 is paid for the

conveyance of the day mail from the Limerick Junction to Limerick.

2423. Mr. Wilson.] What the Committee wish to know is, what is the exist

ing expense of conveying those letters represented by a revenue of 900/. a year,

upon which an increase of 1,0222 . would take place by the use of the railway ?—

It is quite impossible to state that ; for instance, 42 of those letters going into

Limerick are now conveyed into Limerick by trains running at night, and it

would be quite impossible for me to say how much of that sum of 4 s. G d. a

single mile, which is paid for the use of the night mail train, should be appro

priated to those special 42 letters.

2424. Mr. F. Scully.] Then, as to the expense, you can give no actual

estimate ; you merely take 900 /. a year as the revenue ~'—1 can give a statement

of the letters which would be conveyed, but cannot state the present expense of

conveying them. Take, for instance, a letter going from Cork to Clonmel at present,

and which now travels by a night mail train as far as Goold's Cross, that letter would

be conveyed by some other conveyance ; thus I might state what would be the

increased cost of conveyance, but I cannot possibly state the present cost of

conveyance.

2425. You cannot state the increased number of letters which would be

conveyed by that new route ?—No, that it is impossible to state.

2426. Mr. Grogan.] Has any inquiry taken place, upon the part of the Post-

office, with reference to the circumstance of the mail bags being lost from the

car ?—1 have no doubt such inquiry was made.

2427. Do you know it ?—No.

2428. Is there any record of it?—Undoubtedly there is.

2429. Did the letter from Mr. Kendrick, which you say spoke of the punc

tuality of delivery by this particular car, refer in any manner whatsoever to the

occasion of which I am speaking?—Not at all; if it had been understood that

the Committee would make inquiry into any one special case of delay iu the

delivery of any of the mails in the south of Ireland, care would have been taken

to provide the means of answering such questions. It was imagined that the

inquiries were to be confined to the best modes of serving the towns, or ot

improving the present means of serving the towns, and that no inquiry would be

considered necessary into any one special act of delay upon the part of the Post-

office.

2430. What
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2430. What did you conceive was the object of appointing this Committee?— jn Trollope,

To improve the conveyance of the mails in the south of Ireland.

243 1 . In order to improve them, is it not necessary to ascertain the individual 20 July 1855.

grievances of towns ?—Certainly it may be, and I have no doubt that the mail

from Goold's Cross to Clonmel was delayed ; if the witness said so, I do not con

tradict it.

2432. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that any inquiry has taken place

into the circumstance of the loss of the mails from the car ?—I know that such

a thing could not possibly take place without an inquiry being made.

2433. But you do not know, of your own knowledge, that such an inquiry has

been made ?—It would be impossible that I could know it.

2434. Mr. Wilson.] Would that inquiry be made by means of correspondence,

and, if so, would there be any written evidence or record of the inquiry ?—I have

no doubt such written evidence exists ; it depends entirely upon what was the

nature of the complaint.

2435. Then it can be produced ?—If the delay arose, as I had imagined, from

the drunkenness of the driver, the probability would be that Mr. Kendrick would

require Mr. Bianconi to dismiss the driver, and put another on.

2436. Mr. F. Scully."] Are you aware of any evidence given in this inquiry to

the effect that the driver was drunk ?—No, I am not. I think it was said that

the driver fell off his car.

2437. Mr. Grogan.] Could it possibly occur that the mail bags should be lost

from the car under any circumstances whatever without the fact being reported

to the Post-office ?—I should say perfectly impossible.

2438. And if reported, your impression is that it would be inquired into ?—I

should say so.

•2439. Would there be any possibility of putting before this Committee the

particulars of the inquiry and the result ?—The surveyor may have gone to

Clonmel about it immediately on hearing that the bags had been lost, and have

personally seen Mr. Bianconi or his agent there, discovered the cause, and

applied an immediate remedy ; there would, hi that case, be no letter to show it

at all ; no correspondence would take place.

2440. Mr. Wilson.] Who was the surveyor at the time ?—Mr. Kendrick.

2441. Mr. Grogan.] In fact, there is no record of which you are aware, of any

inquiry and decision by the Post-office relative to this particular occasion :—Not

that I am aware of.

2442. Are you aware of any evidence relative to the mails being lost at the

time of the snow •—I am aware of many delays. I have not heard any evidence

of the loss of the mails during the snow.

2443. Have you heard evidence given of mail-bags having been brought in

by country people to the post-office, or by the police to the post-office, which

had been found in a field during the snow ?—I cannot say that I have ; I will

not say that I have not ; but I do not recollect the circumstance. I remember

Mr. Heard, who was a member of the House, giving evidence, but it does not

appear to me that either of the instances referred to, as regarding Cloumel,

especially alludes to snow. I was not aware that inquiry would be made into

any special case of delay. Asa general rule I have expressed my opinion, that

I believe mail-carts to be secure. 1 have had many years' experience of them,

and I think so still.

2444. Are you aware that the subject of the loss of these bags was brought

under the notice of the Honourable Member for Westbury by a Member of the

House of Commons ?—No, I am not aware of it ; nor would it be natural that

I should be aware of it.

2445. If any complaint went before the Post-office authorities here respecting

the non-delivery of those mails in time, or the security of the mode of convey

ance by those cars, to whom would that be referred ?—To the surveyor of the

district.

2446. Were you surveyor of the district in August 1853 ?—No ; I was never

surveyor of the district ; I \vas assistant in the district.

2447. Who was surveyor of the district in which Clonmel is situate in August

1853?—There have been some changes in the limits of the districts lately;

Clonmel is in Mr. Kendrick's district, but I think Clonmel was in Mr. Drought's

district in August 1853. I am not positive. There are three districts in Ireland

0.62. u 2 now
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Tnl/ope, Esq. now where there were four ; there have been changes. I think at that time

Clonmel was in Mr. Kendrick's district.

so July 1855. 2448. In August 1853 the subject was brought under the notice of the Post-

office by myself in a letter addressed to the Honourable Member near me, in

which I stated continual complaints had been made of the mode of conveying the

mails between Clonmel, Cahir, Cashel and Goold's Cross. " Accidents are con

tinually occurring, and not long since the mail-bags were lost in Cashel'' ?—There

is one case substantiated during the last two years ; that other case was before

1853.

2449. Before August 1853 :—We may assume there has been one case during

the last year.

2450. Several cases have occurred since August 1853 ?—That case to which

you brought the attention of the Postmaster-general was one of those cases to

which Mr. Kennedy alluded.

2451. No ; it was a similar case to that. In that mode of conveyance by one-

hOrse car, without any passengers upon it, what is more likely to happen than

the driver going to sleep in the way mentioned by Mr. Kennedy ; and is not that

therefore a great objection to that mode of conveyance ?—It is not very likely to

happen. I do not deny those circumstances to which you allude, but I have had

very great experience in those mail cars for many years, and I have very seldom

found any complaints of that kind made.

2452. Mr. Wilson.'] How long have you been deputy surveyor, or surveyor, in

Ireland?—Since 1841.

2453. In y°ur districts had you a great number of those one-horse care

running?—A great number.

2454. In your whole experience, can you call to recollection any instances

where mails were lost from those one-horse cars ?—In my whole experience, I can

speak of two instances only.

2455. Since 1841?—Since 1841.

2456. In those instances, was there any loss or inconvenience beyond the delay

which occurred ?—In those two instances I think there was.

2457. Loss?—I think in both those cases the car was robbed; in one of the

cases I think no property was taken away ; and in the other case I think a ring

was stolen and brought back again.

2458. You say a ring was stolen and brought back again?—To the best of my

remembrance of the case, a man was tried for stealing the ring, and I think the

ring was obtained afterwards ; I believe that was the case.

2459. Mr. Barrow.~] When you talk about the loss of the bags, you mean only

a temporary loss, and not a permanent loss ?—I was asked whether I remembered

any case of absolute loss ; in the case I speak of, the mails were opened, but I could

give cases of the same description with reference to mail coaches, and I remember

also some cases of property being stolen from railways in the same way, it is fair

in taking evidence of this sort to make a parallel between the two things.

2460. Mr. Grogan.] Confining your attention to the question just put by

Mr. Wilson, in answer to which you observed, that there were two cases of

mails being lost, are there in your knowledge any instances in which the mail-

bags have fallen from the car in the manner described between Goold's Cross and

Clonmel ; not actually lost, because they were afterwards regained ; but in which

they were out of the possession of the guard or officer of the Post-office in

charge of them ?—I have known cases in which guards have lost bags off mail

coaches.

2461. In your district?—Yes, in my district; I do not at this moment

remember any case of a bag being dropped by a mail-car driver, but I will not

pretend to say that such case has not happened ; I dare say it has happened.

2462. Then practically these cases do occasionally occur?—I have known

cases in which mail-guards have dropped bags, and in cases in which they were

conveyed by railways. There is no positive security to be got by the one or the

other.

2463. Mr. Wilson.] With your experience of the various modes of conveying

mail bags, are you prepared to state to this Committee that there is practically

any material difference in point of security between the mail cars and the

other modes of conveying mails?—In the security of the bags I think there

is no practical difference, but in the regularity of arrival I think there is a

difference.

2464. Mr.
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2464. Mr. Grogan.] You stated that you knew of some instances in which the A. Troiiope, Esq.

bags had been lost by guards going by railway ?—In which they had left them

behind. so July 1855.

2465. Left them behind where, at the wrong town?—Yes, or at the wrong

station.

2466. That is, they delivered the bags in error at the wrong station?—Either

delivered them at the wrong station, or omitted to take them up at the station.

2467. Is that loss ?—That is not loss, nor is the other.

2468. Is it an analogous case to that which was put of the mail bags having

got out of the possession of the officer in charge of them by the upsetting of the

car?—It is an analogous case, as far as the consequence goes; it is not an

analogous case as far as the fault of the man in charge goes. In judging of the

•effect upon the public, I should say it was an analogous case ; in judging of the

punishment to be given to the servant of the Post-office, I should say it was not.

2469. I asked you whether, in any district within your knowledge, at the

time you surveyed, any instances similar to those which occurred in the case of

the mail-car between Goold's Cross and Clonmel had occurred, and you said there

had :—From mail coaches.

2470. You also said you could give instances of their having occurred by

railways ; are the cases which you now describe of bags having been delivered

at the wrong station, or having been omitted to be taken up at the right station,

analogous instances with the one as to which I asked you ?—They are not

analogous with regard to the conduct of the men in fault.

2471. Will you state what is the total present expenditure for conveying the

day mails from Limerick and Cork to Waterford, and all the intermediate towns,

and vice versa, and what would be the sum total of expenditure if they were con

veyed by railway ?—There is no conveyance of letters by the day mail between

Cork, Waterford and Limerick.

2472. You stated that the expense of conveying those mails by railway would

be 1,022/. additional to something or other; what is that?—Additional expense.

2473. Additional to what?—To the present expense.

2474. What is the present expense ?—The present expense of conveying the

mails to Clonmel can hardly be given, because we pay a certain sum per mile for

the use of the whole line from Dublin to Cork, and I cannot say how great a

proportion of that expense should be named for conveying the Clonmel bags

from Dublin to Goold's Cross, but we can say what the additional expense would be.

2475. But you say additional over the existing expense; I want you to

explain that?—The meaning is that the Post-office would have to pay 1,022 1.

per annum more than they pay at present.

2476. And you cannot define what proportion of that is applicable to Clonmel ?

—I cannot. It has just been stated to me that a bag was dropped by a mail guard

'from a mail train running over the North-Western Railway.

2477. That is in England ?—Yes.

2478. Are we inquiring as to England ?—We are inquiring as to Ireland, but

•it is an analogous case.

2479. Chairman.] If there was a day mail sent by railway from the Junction

to Waterford through Clonmel, would not there be the saving of the present

•conveyance of the day-mail from Goold's Cross to Clonmel ?—There would.

2480. Have you taken that into account ?—We have ; we have deducted all

•conveyances which would be saved, and we have added all conveyances which

•would have to be put on.

2481. Mr. Grogan.'] Am I to understand you to say, that by the 1.022/.

additional expenditure, the entire expense of conveying the whole of the London

and North-Western letters, and in fact all the letters coming down by the day

mail at half-past eight o'clock in the morning from Dublin would be covered ?—

It would cover the entire additional expense.

2482. Including the letters which traverse from Goold's Cross through those

towns to Waterford, and the Limerick and Cork letters to Waterford ?—It would

cover all the additional expense that would be necessary on account of the use of

the railway.

2483. Letters to Waterford, leaving London at five o'clock, arriving at Dublin

at one o'clock in the morning, are dispatched at half-past eight, and letters

coming from Belfast and Galway and all parts of Ireland over night by the night

mails, arc dispatched at the same hour, going to Waterford by this train ?—They

0.62. u 3 are
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A. Trollope, Esq. are dispatched by a train that leaves Dublin at half-past eight, and which gets

into Waterford, going over the direct line through Kilkenny. They would not go

20 July 1855. under any circumstances over the Limerick and Waterford line ; they would not

go at all over that line.

2484. In the earlier part of your examination, did you not say that that 1,022?.

would cover the expense of all the letters to which I refer ?—No ; I explained

that that extra expense would be for the conveyance of the day mails to certain

towns, and for the conveyance of certain letters also by day mails between

Cork and Waterford.

248,5. Mr. De Vere.] After hearing the evidence given on a former occasion,

which was read to you by Mr. Scully, are you now convinced that you were

mistaken in speaking of the accident which occurred to the Goold's Cross car as

having arisen from drunkenness-— I do not know how it happened; when

I heard that a driver had fallen off the car, it occurred to me as being most

probable that the man was drunk ; I did not mean to injure him by the sugges

tion.

2486. You have now heard the evidence read, and you see that in that

evidence there is nothing to indicate that he was drunk ?—It may be the man

had fallen off the car from other cause.

2487. But there is nothing as to his being drunk r—No.

2488. Sir S. Northcote.] With regard to this general car service, in what

way are the contracts made ; are they made by tender ?—We advertise for tenders,

which are sent in to the surveyor ; a day is named on which he receives the

tenders, he considers them and recommends the Postmaster-general to accept that

which appears to be most eligible ; if the lowest tender is made by a man

thought capable of performing the work, the lowest is accepted.

2489. Even though there were a better man offering, provided his tender were

higher, the lowest would be accepted if it was thought he could perform the work?

-—The lowest tender \\ould be accepted unless the surveyor found himself justified

in saying that the man was unfit to do the work.

2490. You made a remark just now as to the property of the contractors ; is

it frequently the case that contracts are taken by men of very small means ?—

Not unfrequently.

2491 . Do you think that a satisfactory system r—It is difficult, perhaps, to give

an opinion upon that subject, and to explain it ; there must be some evil on the

one side or the other. If we did not adopt the course now in use, the contracts

would all fall into the hands of large men, such as Mr. Bianconi, and we should

have no control over them as to the price, under such circumstances ; they

would ask what they liked, and charging so high as they would for one con^

veyance in the day, the Post-office revenue would not enable us to give a

second. Although the public may suffer some inconvenience from bad contractors

and poor contractors, I think they get a balance of benefit by the present

arrangement.

2492. There are a pood many cases in which, since the introduction of rail

ways, old mail coaches have been given up, and replaced by these one-horse

cars, are there not?—A good many.

2493. Generally speaking, are the one-horse cars at all to be compared, in

point of accommodation, speed, security, and regularity, with the old mail

coaches ?—We have endeavoured to arrange that in no case should the accom

modation be less than the accommodation given by the mail coaches, and I think

in most cases we have arranged that they should be more convenient than the

mail coaches ; that they should arrive sooner and depart later. If the Committee

will name any town, I will instance that.

2494. Chairman.] As a rule, do you mean to say that a one-horse car will go

as quickly as a four-horse coach ?—Certainly not, not nearly so quick. The

Committee will understand, that if we use a large trunk railway at a heavy

expense, running from one town to another, instead of mail coaches, over those

lines, we must use some cheaper mode of conveyance for the branches from that

line. Mr. Page has drawn out a paper, by which he will prove that the sum ot

money now paid in the South of Ireland for cars and railways is immensely more

than the sum we used to pay for the mail coaches.

2495. Mr. H. Herbert.'] Has not the number of letters increased also

enormously ?—Nothing like in proportion to the increase of expense now

incurred.

2496. Sir
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2496. Sir S. Northcotc.'] Are you satisfied, generally speaking, with the present 4. Trollope, Esq.

system of tender and competition, or do you think that the system is capable of

improvement ?—I think the Post-office is, perhaps, a little too much inclined to 20 July 1855.

take the lowest tender, but it is very difficult to decide. I am not prepared to

say that my opinion is right, and other people's wrong.

2497. Mr. JVilsonJ] Must not it necessarily be a matter of discretion exercised

by the officer whose duty it is to conduct this business, as to whether he rejects

the lowest tender, or as to how far he will push the principle of accepting the

lowest tender?—No ; it is not a matter of discretion with the officer himself;

for if I were to recommend the Postmaster-general to take a tender made by

Mr. Bianconi, instead of that by a smaller man, and at the ^ame time I did not

accompany that recommendation with an assurance that the smaller man was

unfit for the work, my recommendation would be thrown over, and the lowest

tender accepted.

2498. But would not your recommendation be supported by something

showing the Postmaster-general the reason why he should exercise that dis

cretion ?—I should show the ground upon which I made it, but I cannot say that

he would accede to my suggestion.

2499. Suppose there were five contractors, all equally able, you would at once

accept the lowest tender?—We should.

2500. Suppose there were five contractors of various degrees of ability, rang

ing from being very imperfect to being very perfect, would it be a necessary exer

cise of your discretion and judgment to discover at all the scale between absolute

inability and great perfection, with the various grades between the one and the

other, and to decide, and to recommend which of those should, upon that con

sideration, be accepted, looking to lowness of price and the ability of the person

to perform the contract ; and would you, having made up your mind as a sur

veyor aa to which it was for the public interest to accept, recommend that to the

Postmaster-general, with your reasons accompanied, for having made that recom

mendation ?—Not exactly ; I am guided in my recommendations from what I

know to be the views of the Post-office. If I thought the highest tender should

be accepted, and I knew for certain reasons that the lowest tender would be

accepted, it would be useless for me to put forward my own views in opposition

to those of my superior officer.

2501. Sir 8. Northcote.~\ Would not the rule be to take the lowest tender,

unless there was a strong objection to the party tendering ?—Yes, unless there

was a strong objection to him ; but I might have a strong objection, which

might not be considered strong enough by the Postmaster-general.

2502. Chairman.'] Are you governed in your consideration of contracts by

what you know to be rule of the Post-office ?—Yes, to some extent, I am.

2503. The rule of the Post-office has been given in evidence by Mr. Rowland

Hill, and it is to be found in the answer to Question 217 ; that rule being to

take the lowest tender and the cheapest conveyance ?—I am not prepared to con

fute Mr. Rowland Hill's statement.

2.504. Is not Mr. Rowland Hill an authority upon the subject ?—I think I am

a better authority than Mr. Rowland Hill as to the manner in which the mail cars

are conducted.

2505. The question was put by Mr. Scully at 217, " What is the difference

of expense in conveying mails by cars and coaches ? It varies very extensively ;

the charges by cars are variable, and the charges by coaches are very variable,

therefore it is difficult to compare them ; but the rule is to take the cheapest

conveyances, whether coach or car ; we have no preference either for cars or

coaches " ?—Mr. Rowland Hill undoubtedly gave that evidence as a general

rule ; but as an universal rule it is not acted acted upon, for very often we do

not take the lowest tender.

2506. Mr. l¥ilson.~\ Is not Mr. Rowland Hill there speaking of the cheapest

conveyance as between car and coach ?—Exactly.

2507. That is merely in determining which of two modes of conveyance

shall be used for conveying the letters, not as to the person who shall be

employed in conveying them ?—Exactly ; I do not think Mr. Rowland Hill

alludes to two different persons tendering for the conveyance.

2508. Sir S. Northcote.] The word "cheapness" did not imply necessarily

the lowest price ?—Certainly not ; Mr. Rowland Hill did not mean that.

. 0.62. V 4 2509. Mr.
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A. Trollope, Esq. 2509. Mr. F. Scully] Are you acquainted with the contractor for the car

between Goold's Cross and Clonrael ; who was the contractor last winter ; was it

20 July 1855. Mr. Bianconi ?—Mr. Bianconi has been the contractor ever since the car wa&

on the road, I believe ; I do not think any other contractor has been on that

road.

2510. Are you certain of that?—I see that there was one contract dated the

6th of October 1852 by Mr. Bianconi.

251 1. Who was the contractor in 1854 and 1855 ?—There was, I think, no new

contract executed between the 6th of October 1852 and the llth of June 1855;.

and on the llth of June Mr. Bianconi executed a new contract.

2.512. Are you aware that there was a new contract advertised in the papers

on the 22d of August 1853 ?—I cannot say that it was so, or was not.

2513. Mr. De Vere.'] Mr. Bianconi is now your richest contractor ?—I cannot

say that.

2514. You consider him a very good contractor?—I consider him a very good

contractor.

2515. Are you aware that Mr. Bianconi began himself in a very small way;

that he began by being proprietor of a single car?—I am not aware of that; I

believe he began business with small means.

2516. Mr. Grogan.~\ Are you able to state what is the amount now paid to

Mr. Bianconi for the day mail?—£.160. a year is paid for the day mail from

Goold's Cross to Clonmel, with the branch from Cashel to Cahir.

2517. What was paid last year when the accidents were said to occur?—I

think the accident took place with the night mail ; Mr. Kennedy said he did not

know the driver, because he came in at an early hour in the morning.

2518. What is paid for the night mail ?—£.198.

» 2519. Now?—Yes.

2520. Mr. Bianconi has the contract ?—Mr. Bianconi has the contract.

2521. Who was the contractor when the accident occurred?— I think Mr.

Bianconi, but I am not sure.

252:2. Mr. F. Scully.] Have you any evidence to show at what time the con

tract commenced with Mr. Bianconi for the two mails ?—There was one contract

on the 6th of October 1852, and another on the 1 1th of June 1855.

2523. When did the contract of October 1852 expire; how many years was it

for?—Contracts are not made for any specific number of years at all; they are

terminable always at three months' notice by either party.

2524. Was the contract with Mr. Bianconi in October 1852, for the day or

the night mail ?—!t was for the day mail. At the present time Mr. Bianconi is-

contractor, and he was in 1852 ; but I cannot say whether there has been a con

tractor between.

2525. Mr. Grogan."] You pay Mr. Bianconi for the night-mail 198/. a year?

—Yes ; that is for the mail from Goold's Cross, with the branch from Cashel to

Cahir.

2526. I understand there was another contractor in the very last year when

the accident occurred ?—I am not aware whether Mr. Scully alluded to the day

or the night mail, or whether he intended to allude to the last winter or not.

2527. I want to know what was paid to the contractor last winter for the

carriage of the mail ?—I cannot give that, but I will make a note of it.

2.528. Will you describe the process of entering into a contract. You have

described to the Committee that the penalty clause in your contracts is in some

instances valueless, by reason of the poverty of the contractor; are there

securities given for the due performance of it by other parties ?—What we do is

this : we advertise for tenders, requiring that any person tendering should give

the names of two responsible and respectable householders, who will give infor

mation as to the competence of the person so tendering.

2529. Give information ? — Give information; the tenders are then made to

the surveyors, who makes inquiries as to the competence in case of his being at

the time unacquainted with the men ; if he finds that the person making the

lower tender is able to undertake the work, he recommends the Postmaster-

general to accept the tender, and the contract is then executed, to which the

ouly parties are the contractor and the surveyor.

2530. The penalty clause is one of the clauses in the contract, to the effect

that in the event of any neglect or malfeasance he is to be subject to certain

pecuniary
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pecuniary penalties ?—We always include the penalty clause in the contract, and A. Trollope, Esq.

as a rule the penalty is double the annual amount to be paid to the contractor.

2531. In the instances to which you refer, that penalty clause is quite 20 July 1855.

valueless :—I cannot say it is valueless, indeed it is very valuable ; because it

enables the surveyor to hold a rod as it were over the contractor, though we do

not very often put it in actual operation.

2532. Mr. Wilson.'] In any extreme case you could do so ?—Certainly we could.

2533. Mr. Grogan.] Has it often been put in operation?—No, it is very

seldom put in operation.

2534. Sir £. NorthcoteJ\ Have you ever known it put in operation ?—I have

more than once called upon a contractor to pay considerable sums of money for

extra work occasioned by his fault, and acting under that clause have forced the

contractor to repay it.

25:J5. Mr. Grogan.] What amount of neglect in the way of late arrivals or

other neglects would the Post-office consider it fair to overlook before they

would act in that manner ?—We overlook no late arrivals.

2536. If you heard evidence given that this particular car was very constantly

late, and there appears to have been no action by the Post-office in the way of

penalty to correct it, 1 want to know what security the public would have as a

remedy against the evil of which they complain ?—It would appear to me that

the public can have no positive remedy against delay, if a contractor delay in

one day and be called upon not to do so upon the following day, there is no

power in any officer of the Post-office absolutely to enforce such an order, nor

would any penalty clause enable him to do so.

2537. Then if he shall habitually delay and habitually violate his contract by

such delay, what power is there in the Post-office to compel him to alter his

system ?—We can take his contract away from him at any moment ; we can

terminate the contract at any moment, and immediately employ another person.

2538. Was that done in the instances in which the mail-bags were lost from

the one-horse car ?—It does not appear in evidence that the mail-bags were lost

by any fault of the contractor.

2539. By whose fault was it?—It occured to me that it was the fault of the

driver.

2540. Whose servant is the driver?—The driver is the contractor's servant.

2541. If the contractor's servant was guilty of any act by which the mail-bags

passed from his possession, and were lost or left in a field on the side of the road,

was that not the fault of the contractor ?—According to the axiom usual in

such cases it is, but we should not think of visiting with a pecuniary fine

a contractor because his servant got drunk.

•j.542. What kind of misconduct would you visit upon the part of the contractor?

—The kind of misconduct that would be visited would be the continual use of a

bad car, or continual delays occasioned by his own fault ; if there is a bad driver

we should call upon him to change the driver ; if there is a bad horse we call

upon him to change the horse ; if he would not change the driver or the horse

we should withdraw the contract.

2.543- Would you not have the power of withholding payment, and would not

that be a severe penalty ?—We have the power of withholding payment, and

occasionally such payment is withheld, or some part of the payment.

2544. In the two instances to which you have referred of the total loss of the

mail bags, was there any valuable property in the mail ?—If my memory serves

me, in both cases the drivers were prosecuted.

2545. Not the contractor?—No, the contractor was in no way in fault; it

would have been of no use to the public to punish Mr. Bianconi, who is consi

dered by us to do his work very well.

2546. Was the loss of the bags in both those cases considered by you as a

criminal offence ?—In both cases it was a criminal offence ; in one case the

driver was robbed, and in the other case the driver said he was robbed, but he

had actually robbed himself.

2ri47. Mr. F. Scully.] Do you know Portlaw, near Carrick-on-Suir ?— I do.

2548. Are you acquainted with the business with which Mr. Malcomson is

connected ? —Yes.

2549. I suppose you are acquainted with the fact of his large transactions in

various parts of England, Ireland, and indeed Europe ?—I know he has large

factories.

0.62. X 2550. Has
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A Trollope, Esq. 2550. Has he not large establishments in other places besides Portlaw, ia

•—^-> Clonmel, Waterford, and Liverpool?—I do not know that; I know his establish-

•-•o Julyig55. ment in Portlaw very well.

2551. Is he not the largest payer of income-tax in Ireland?—-I know he

is one of the largest merchants in the south of Ireland, and I know him also to

be a most respectable man.

2552. Have you read his evidence about the conveyance of the mails from

his factory to Clonmel, Waterford, and Dublin ?—I heard it.

2553. Did you hear him say that there is the worst description of one-horse

car to convey the mails from Portlaw to be had in the county ; he says, " The

worst horse that will go, the most inferior driver or care-taker of the car, and I

believe the speed is not certainly more than five miles an hour." Have you any

knowledge of this being so as stated by Mr. Malcomson ?—If I understand Mr.

Makomson's evidence rightly, it was the fact that he had a one-horse car which

he complained of. I do not know that he said himself that the driver was a bad

driver; he said that the horses generally of mail-cars in Ireland were deficient.

2554. I will read it again ; he is asked, " What is your experience of the

present arrangements of the Post-office as affecting trade and business generally

at Waterford :—I consider the postal arrangements of our districts exceedingly

deficient in many respects. In the first place, the conveyance of the mail is

exceedingly defective ; we have the worst description of one-liorse car to convey

our mails from Portlaw, I should say, to be had in the county, the worst horse

that will go, the most inferior driver or care-taker of the car, and I believe the

speed is not certainly more than five miles an hour"?—The speed is the point

upon which I suppose Mr. Malcomson is most anxious.

2555. He says, " the most inferior driver or care-taker" ?—I did not hear

Mr. Malcomson say he ever lost his mails ; it seemed to me that in all the evi

dence upon this matter, the witnesses were prepared generally to say that the

arrangements were bad, but that they were not prepared to say that any incon

venience was occasioned in any special instance from those bad arrangements ;

I did not hear Mr. Malcomson say with regard to Portlaw that his arrivals

were late.

2.556. I will call your attention to another question and answer of his, " Have

you heard of any case in your neighbourhood in which a car was upset, and the

mail-bags were left inside of the fence of the road ?—I have. Viscount Monck.~\

Within what time ; within the last year ?—Perhaps not so long, and perhaps

more than a year ; but we had an instance at the time of the snow at Portlaw,

which might have been seriously inconvenient, of the stoppage of the post entirely

by the incompetency of the conveyance; and we had at the time 14,000?.

bankers' cheques and securities, which, though we might not have lost ultimately,

might have placed us in a position of very great inconvenience, being lodged in

the post-office at Portlaw for the night ; we had to send it on next day"?—No

doubt the mail-cars were very incompetent to go through the snow, as were the

railway trains.

2557- He is asked, " Were the trains running at the time ?—The trains were

never stopped on the Waterford and Limerick Railway" ?—Mr. Malcomson has

made many mistakes ; it so happened that the rail was stopped upon one occa

sion, and the day mail was not able to get into Limerick at all ; there was no

arrival into Limerick of the day mail at all, that mail being conveyed all the way

from Dublin to Limerick by rail, and, therefore, I presume it was stopped,

2558. Was there any stoppage between the Junction and Waterford ?—Not

that I am aware of.

2.559. He is asked as to the conveyance which he has of the day mail to

Dublin, and he says, " We have a foot conveyance for our day mail from Portlaw

to Mullinavat." He is asked, " What is the distance from Mullinavat to Portlaw ?

It is about 10 miles.—What time does this foot messenger occupy in making

that journey ? Fully three hours." He is asked as to the arrival of the mail ;

he says, " It arrives too late to be answered the same day." Are you acquainted

with the conveyance of that post by a foot messenger ?—Yes.

2560. He states that the boy who was employed was a very deficient, small,

delicate, wretched boy ?—I thought he said that it was an old woman.

2561. No; he says. "The boy who brings our mail was a boy who was ia

bad health"; he succeeded another boy who was employed, and whose health

failed ?—I think it came in evidence that one of the boys was employed upon his

recommendation.

2562. Yes;
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2562. Yes ; he was a lad that got into bad health in consequence of the distance ^. Trollopc,lZs(\.

he had to go. Do you consider that is a proper mode of conveyance from the '

large establishment of which Mr. Malcolmson is the head, of very important 20 July 185.-,.

letters, when there is a railway running within three miles of him, and he is

obliged to use a runner, or a post-office footman, to carry his letters from Port-

law to Mullinavat ?—He would have to use a runner just as much if the railway

were used, and he would set his letters no sooner.

2563. At what time would letters arrive by the day mail if the Waterford and

Limerick Railway were used?—At present the day mail arrives at Portlaw at

4.30 p.m.; if he used the railway it would arrive at 4.30 p.m.

2564. From Clonmel?—No, from Carrick-on-Suir.

2565. But by the Limerick and Waterford Railway being used for the day

mail, you stated that it would arrive in Clonmel about two ; how far is it from

Clonmel by railway?— It would, in such case, go from Carrick-on-Suir.

2566. How far is Carrick-on-Suir from Clonmel by railway?—It would arrive

at 2.45, and the runner would start from there about half-an-hour after, at about

3.15, and he would have to walk to Portlaw.

2.567. Did you not say the mail would arrive in Clonmel at two ?— Exactly;

the mail would arrive in Clonmel at two, and at Carrick-on-Suir at 2.45.

2568. Would it take three-quarters of an hour going to Carrick-on-Suir, when

the distance is only 16 miles ?—We have got to provide for the conveyance of

the bags from the station at the railway, which will take some short time, a

quarter of an hour in some cases, ten minutes in others.

2561). Could it not be dropped at Fiddown, at the meeting of the. different

foot-posts ?—No.

2.570. Could not the bags be dropped at Fiddown?—No; the bags, in such

cases, would be dropped at Carrick-on-Suir, of which Portlaw is a sub-office.

2571. Could they not be dropped at the station at Fiddown by the day mail ;

and would not the mail arrive at Portlaw at half-past three?—No ; if we were

to send a bag to the station at Fiddown, and let it go direct from Fiddown to

Portlaw, it would arrive something earlier in that case ; but that is not an

arrangement which, under such circumstances, we should make.

2572. Could it not be done ?—No ; letters from Portiaw would go to

Carrick-on-Suir, as they do at present ; and Portlaw, being a sub-post under

Carrick-on-Suir, they would he dropped at Carrick-on-Suir.

2573- Would not the dispatch from Portlaw be later in the evening than it is ;

at what time is the dispatch from Portlaw to Carrick-on-Suir in the evening r—

At five o'clock in the evening.

2574. Then Mr. Malcolmson has now between half-past four and five to

answer his letters, whereas, if you had used the railway, would not the dispatch

be much later ?—Do you speak of the night mail train.

2.575. Yes?—The arrival at Portlaw by the night mail train is at 7.15 in the

morning ; they would get in no earlier than that.

2376. Would not the day mail arrival be answered that evening by the night

mail ?—It would depend upon how the arrangements were made ; Portlaw being

a sub-office under Carrick-on-Suir, if the railway were used, both for the night

and the day mail, there might be a later dispatch of the night mail from Portlaw,

which now goes away from Portlaw at five o'clock.

2.577. Do you consider that Mr. Malcomson, with his very badly-appointed

one-horse car, which he now complains of, and with a foot messenger, can get

all the advantages he ought to have afforded to him, considering his position,

and the establishment he presides over?—Certainly I do, and 1 will explain why

I think so ; neither Mr. Malcomson's position, nor that of the Marquis of

"Waterford, can make any difference in the matter. We look to the number of

letters solely, and I presume it does not make any difference whether the letters

go to Mr. Malcomson or to any other person ; we take the total number of letters

going to Portlaw, and find that they give a gross revenue of 165 /. a year.

2578. Would not that be increased by the use of the railway?—I am not pre

pared to say it might not be increased to some small extent, but it would be to

a very small amount : I should hardly think there would be any increase. We

have already, within a few years, given Portlaw a day mail ; we have accelerated

the arrival of the niiiht mail ; it used to take place at 9.10 in the morning, and

now it takes place at 7.15 in the morning. It had no day mail at all before the

use of the railways, and now it has a day mail, and considering the number of

0.62. x 2 letters
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A. Tjnllope, Esq. letters for the place, which is about the average of one of the rural posts in

t •• England, places which would not think of applying for a day mail, I think we

20 'July 1855. have done a great deal for Mr. Malcomson.

2579. Are you aware that Mr. Malcomsou has stated in his evidence that this

day mail is of no use to him, and has stated that if the railway were used, it

would increase the number of letters very much, because at present he sends his

letters by railway by parcel ; he says, also, that he does not send one letter now

for five which he sent formerly by the post ?—I am aware that he says so, but I am

certain that he must be in error, because his postal conveniences are really far better

than they were with all towns ; take Clonmel for instance ; and his statement was

so startling that I made an analysis of the post to Portlaw, and it appears

almost impossible that Mr. Malcomson is not under some mistake. Now from

Clonmel formerly a letter must have been posted before three o'clock in the

evening on Monday, and for which he must have sent down, otherwise it did not

arrive from Clonmel at Portlaw till 9.10 the next morning.

2580. Did he not receive it that evening from Clonmel ?—No, he had but

one mail into Portlaw daily ; it is only lately he has had a second mail into

Portlaw ; at present letters may be posted at any hour of the night on Monday,

and they will arrive on Tuesday at 7.15 a. m. ; and I can show the same result,

and indeed a much stronger result with regard to Mr. Malcomson's letters

from London, Dublin, Limerick, and Cork, and 1 can also add that his letters

from Waterford are delivered earlier.

2581. Were there not two mails between Clonmel and Portlaw every day?—

No, only one.

2582. He says, " We had in the olden times a four-horse coach, which left

Clonmel in the morning and returned again in the evening ; then we had an

evening mail from Clonmel which brought the reply in the evening by Bian-

coni's car;" are you prepared to contradict that statement?—I am prepared to

contradict that any such conveyances went through Portlaw.

2583. Did it not go to Fiddown?—It went through Carrick-on-Suir ; he got

his letters by sending to Carrick-on-Suir for them ; now he gets them at Portlaw

twice a day brought to his own house.

2584. There is only one mail now ?—There are two mails now from Portlaw.

2585. But he says the day mail is practically of no use to him, and the night

mail is carried by a very bad mode of conveyance ?—If he says it is of no use to

him, it is a very strong argument against the use of day mails, which, I believe,

the Committee are so much advocating ; I should think, however, they were of

very great use to him.

2.586. The hours of arrival and dispatch are practically of no use to him, he

has stated r—I am not prepared to dispute the statement that the arrival of the

day mail is of no use to him, but I think everybody else would admit it is of use.

2587. He says that the wages paid to the foot messenger are only something

like 5 s. a week ; is that the usual rate of payment to foot messengers throughout

Ireland ?—They vary very much ; there are some as low as 5 s. a week, and

some as high as 9 s.

2588. Are you aware of the price of labour in the neighbourhood where they

are paying 5 s. a week *—Yes ; it is my business to be peculiarly aware of it.

2589. Is it much higher than that at the present time ?—We pay our men

according to the scale of wages in the country. Sometimes, as in this case of

Portlaw, we have not to pay for a whole day's work.

2590. But can you get a strong, hearty man to do the work at that price?

—Generally speaking we do get strong, hearty men. I am not prepared to say,

however, that I think the wages of runners in Ireland are high enougli ; indeed,

I may say that I am about to recommend an increase in the scale of pay ; the

scale of wages all through the country has, I think, generally risen.

2591. Chairman.] Do you think the postal service would be improved as to

speed if they paid more wages and got a better class of men ?—Yes ; as a general

rule, of course it would have that result.

2592. Would you not look to that in any change you might make ?—I am

going to make a request for a change, in the hope of getting that result.

2593. Mr. F. Scully.] Did not Mr. Malcomson apply for the use of a car

between Portlaw and Mullinavat ?—I believe he did.

2594. What answer did the Post-office give to that application?—I have not

seen the answer, but I have no doubt the answer was, that the revenue would

not pay for it.

2595- Did
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2595. Did not he offer very fair terms, such as he thought would be accepted A. 'I

by the Post-office ?—I presume that he could not come to terms with them. ._

2596. Looking at the revenue from so important an establishment as that 10 juiv 1855.

with which he is connected, ought it not to be enough to enable the Post-office to

run a car, in place of a foot passenger from Portlaw to Mullinavat ?—We cannot

look at the importance of an establishment, we only look at the result to the

revenue ; the «hole revenue of Portlaw is 165 /. a year.

2597. What is the cost of conveying letters from Portlaw to Fiddown ?—I

think it is 15 I. a year that we pay for that runner, and then we have to pay a

mail-car in the morning ; but that only carries the letters between Portlaw and

Carrick-on-Suir, or Fiddown ; it does not carry letters all over the world.

2598. Would not the revenue compensate for the additional expense between

the foot messenger and the one-horse car ?—Certainly not.

2599. Mr. Wilsonl\ That revenue includes the whole postage of the letters

from wherever they come, foreign, or Liverpool, or Dublin, or elsewhere?—The

whole of it.

2600. Chairman.] You calculate so many letters at 1 J d. 1—Yes.

2601. That is not taking into account the number of foreign letters?—That is

the calculation made by Mr. Rowland Hill, who has done it with great care and

accuracy ; it is found that so much the greater bulk of the letters pays but 1 d.

only, that 1 £ d. can only be given for them all.

2602. That is, taking the average of the whole country ?—Yes.

2603. With regard to Dungarvan and Waterford, it has been stated that there

is only one mail per day, that is vid Clonmel, at 4.30 ; is that correct ?—No ; one

of the witnesses before the Committee seemed to be under that impression ; there

:are two mails ; there is one direct mail goes from Waterford to Uungarvan, and

there is another mail goes round from Waterford by Clonmel.

2604. Would a letter written in Dungarvan in the morning be received in

Waterford, and could an answer be sent back to Dungarvan on the same day ?—

It could.

260.5. Is it your opinion that the arrangements for Dungarvan are as good as

could be expected from the nature of the town ?—I think certainly they have

been as much improved as the arrivals or dispatches at any town.

2606. Mr. Maguire.] As to the arrival of the day mail ; the day mail vid

Waterford arrives, I believe, in Dungarvan at six o'clock, does not it?—Yes.

2607. Is it possible that that mail could be accelerated ?—No, I think not.

The day mail would arrive at Clonmel at "2 p.m., if the Waterford and Limerick

Railway were used for the conveyance of the day mail, and the option is to serve

Dungarvan with this day mail either from Waterford or from Clonmel. It is now

undoubtedly served quicker from Waterford, getting its mail at 6 p.m. If it got

its day mail from Clonmel, now, it would not be there till 7 p.m. If it got its day

mail from Clonmel, presuming the use of the railway, the arrival would be at

6 p.m., the present hour.

2608. At what time does the mail arrive in Waterford, which is afterwards

sent on to Dungarvan ?—It arrives in Waterford at 1.20 p.m. ; that is the Dublin

day mail ; it leaves Waterford at two.

2609. Are you quite certain it leaves Waterford at two ?—Yes, I may say I am

quite certain, because it agrees with what all the other witnesses have said, and it

agrees with our own accounts too.

2610. It takes four hours to go to Dungarvan?—Yes.

2611. Do you say, of your own knowledge, that it could not be accelerated ?—

I do not think that question has been asked before ; 1 thought you asked me if

the arrival of the day mail at Dungarvan could be accelerated by the use of the

Waterford and Limerick Railway ; the use of the Waterford and Limerick Rail

way would have no effect in accelerating the pace of the mail- car between Dun-

.garvan and Waterford.

2612. I am now confining my question to this, whether it is possible the pace

of that car could be accelerated, so that the mail that leaves Waterford at two

o'clock by that car could arrive in Dungarvan at an earlier hour than six?—

If the pace of the car was accelerated, undoubtedly the arrival of the car would

be earlier.

2613. Is it not possible to accelerate the pace of the car ?—It is undoubtedly

possible.

i'6i4. What time could you gain by that?—We now travel at the rate of

seven miles an hour, and do the work in four hours.

0.62. x 3 2615. Is
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2615. Is it possible to shorten that time ?—If we were to travel at the rate of

eight miles an hour we should shorten it by half an hour.

2616. Has that matter been brought under your consideration?—I am not

aware that the matter has been brought under consideration, but it is an

apparent fact ; it is a case of experience ; we do not travel by cars at a quicker

rate than seven miles an hour, except in some particular cases.

2617. Do you know the Lavistone Junction on the Kilkenny and Waterford

line?- Yes. '

•2618. Is it possible that the mails could arrive by that means ; couid that be

available in any way lor the purpose of facilitating the conveyance of the day

mail to Dungarvan at an earlier hour?—I imagine not, certainly.

2619. Is it possible that this mail could arrive in Waterford at an earlier hour

than 2.20 p.m. ?—By the acceleration of the day-mail train it could ; by the ac

celeration of the hours of the train, of course it could.

2620. Assuming, then, that you can lessen the time by half an hour, or perhaps

more, is it not a matter of such importance as would be worthy of your considera

tion or report in its favour ?—I think if I were to consider the matter I should

not be disposed to recommend it. The Committee can easily understand that a

day mail can be carried very cheaply at a low rate of speed, whereas a high rate

of speed would demand a very considerably increased sum. The sum now paid

for the day mail from Waterford to Dungarvan would probably have to be

tripled to attain that half hour to which the question alludes.

262!. Have you inquired into the matter?—No, I have not; but I have made

very many inquiries into precisely similar cases.

2622. Do you mean to say that, by accelerating the speed of a car one-eighth,

you should pay triple ; do you state that from experience ?—That is my opinion;

I will state the circumstances. At present 60 /. is paid for going over that

journey ; that GO/, is a complete bonus to Mr. Bianconi ; it occasions him no

extra expense ; and if the mail were withdrawn, he would save no outlay, and

would lose 60/. ; and therefore he can, of course, afford to do the work at a very

cheap rate, the payment from the Post-office being all net profit. Had he to run

a car at a quicker rate, he would be put to very considerably increased expense,

the additional speed of one mile an hour requiring a better class of cattle and

more cattle ; and therefore I am of opinion, that over 28 miles he would not

improbably ask as high a sum as 180 /. per annum, 180 /. per annum not being a

high sum for the conveyance of the mails over such a distance.

2623. That is a mere supposition on your part, not having asked Mr. Bianconi

for «hat he would do it?— No ; but I know Mr.Bianconi's mode of doing business.

2624. Is it riot possible that this mail could leave Watertord somewhat earlier

than 40 minutes after its arrival ; could not it leave half an hour earlier?—No,

it could not leave half an hour earlier.

2625. Could it leave 20 minutes earlier?—No ; it could not leave 20 minutes

earlier; whether it might leave 10 minutes earlier is a question.

26-26. Do you mean that the speed could not be so accelerated as to gain 20

minutes on the road?—Of course, as far as you diminished the increased speed

required, you would diminish the increased cost.

2627. Do you think that an acceleration by 20 minutes in a journey that

occupies four hours would entail anything like a large expense upon the Po>t-

office ? — I do ; I have no doubt of it.

26 .'8. Twenty minutes would not be very large in four hours ?—It would be

very large with reference to the sum now paid ; I think the Committee will

easily understand that a man like Bianconi, who understands his own business

and the work the horses are to do, would require a very much

what he now requires if he were asked to run at a special pace.

2629. Is there more than one delivery in Dungarvan in a day ?—There is at

this moment a second delivery in Dungarvan, but there was only one when the

question was brought before the Committee.

2630. Since what time has that existed?—The order was immediately given

upon the matter being brought before the Committee.

2631. By what witness ?—I forget what witness was examined upon the sub

ject, but it came out in the evidence that a second delivery had not been

established, and an order for its establishment was immediately given.

2632. At what time will that second delivery take place?—That second

delivery will take place as early as possible after six o'clock.

2633. Mr. Grogan.'] Will it entail any additional expense?—It certainly will

entail

larger sum than
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entail some additional expense ; the surveyor was desired to report as to that, but ^ Trollope Esq.

to put on the delivery at once. S

2634. Mr. Maguire.] The only additional expense, I believe, will be the 20 ju|y

employment of another person ?—There is no necessity for the employment of

another person ; the only additional expense will be about 7 /. a year.

2635. Is not the person who delivers the letters in the morning rather a

feeble elderly man ?—He is an old man.

2636. Do you think it is right to work him additionally ?—Certainly ; one

delivery at Dungarvan is no work even for an old man ; there is no reason why

he should not do the second delivery. If he is too old and unfit for it, we will

represent it to the Postmaster-general, and remove him.

2637. How many miles has he to walk ; has he five in one delivery ?—

Certainly not, I think.

2638. Are you positive on that point?—No ; I cannot say that I am positive.

It must depend, to a certain extent, upon the particular letters he gets; but, having

some experience in the rounds of letter-carriers, I think he has not that distance.

2639. Does the delivery go beyond the streets, to the neighbouring gentry a

mile and a half beyond the town ?—No.

3640. Are you positive of that :—I think I am.

2641 . Does the delivery go a mile and a half beyond the bridge to Abbeyside ?

—No ; Abbeyside is in part of the town of Dungarvan ; he delivers in Abbeyside.

2642. You say you have recommended there should be a second delivery ?—

A second delivery is now taking place.

2643. Sir S. Northcote.] Is it intended that it should go on in the winter

months ?— Yes.

2644. How is it intended that the difficulty of want of light is to be got

over ?—I do not know who established that difficulty, but we do go on improving,

and we have got over it.

2645. Mr. Maguire.] Do you remember the evidence given with reference to

the difficulty of sending letters between the towns of Youghal, Tallow, Lismore,

Cappoquin, Fermoy, and Cork?—I remember what was said by witnesses here;

but the witnesses were all wrong upon the subject.

2646. Was the witness wrong in saying that if he wrote a letter from Dun

garvan to the town of Cappoquin or Lismore on Monday, that letter would

be received in neither of those towns until Wednesday ; was he wrong in that ?

—Positively wrong.

2647. In what time would it be received?—A letter posted in time for the

despatch of the night mail from Dungarvan on Monday night, that is to say, at

4 p.m., would be delivered on Tuesday at Lismore at half-past seven in the

morning.

2648. Are you positive of that ?—Quite positive.

•2649. Suppose he wrote from Lismore to Tallow, in what time would the

letter go from the one place to the other?—A letter which was posted in the

same way on the evening p;i Monday at Lismore would arrive at Tallow on the

Tuesday morning.

2650. Would you apply that to Fermoy?—The circulation is exactly the

same ; the witness was of opinion that the circulation between those places took

a day and two nights, instead of which it is completed in one night ; a letter

posted at Fermoy on Monday evening would be delivered at Dungarvan on the

Tuesday morning ; I will show that on the map, if you will allow me. Take

Fermoy : the Fermoy bag falls on to the railway at Mallow ; the letters arrive

there in time for the upnight mail train which goes to Goold's Cross, and reaches

Goold's Cross in time for the letters that g-o to Clonmel by the down mail; then

a car takes on the letters from Dublin and Fermoy for Dungarvan.

2651. What is the circuit it makes?—I cannot tell.

2652. One hundred miles ?—The circuit it makes is all by night ; something

about 120.

2653. Chairman.] Does a letter from Tallow to Dungarvan go the same route ?

—Yes ; they are travelling all night ; a letter posted in the evening is delivered

next morning, which we consider the best postal arrangement we can make.

2654. Mr. Grogan.] Then the witnesses appear to be in error in believing

that the letters went to Dublin ?—Yes. I was rather surprised that a man living

in Dungarvan should be in error upon that subject.

2655. Is there a separate bag made up at the town of Fermoy for Dungar

van ?—No ; the bag is made up from Fermoy to Mallow.

0.62. x 4 2656. It
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20 July 1855. —Yes.

2658. Mr. Maguire.~] Do you positively state, that a letter written from Dun-

garvan to any of the towns I have mentioned would arrive there the next morn

ing ?—Yes.

2659. Are you positive of that ?—Yes.

2660. Is it not a curious thing that a person engaged in commercial transac

tions should state the contrary?—The car running from Clonmel to Dungarvaa

has not been very long on the road. I have not the exact date of ihe contract,

but it is very lately; within the last twelvemonth ; and previous to the establish

ment of that car, the circulation was as described by a gentleman here.

2661. The line is changed ?—It has been changed.

2662. A letter now written from Dungarvan is dispatched at what hour in the

evening?—A letter dispatched from Dungarvan at four o'clock in the evening i*

exactly in the same position as a letter dispatched from Clonmel.

2063. It comes to Cappoquin in the morning?— It comes to Cappoquin in the

morning, and it therefore does not make a circuit by going to Goold's Cross ; it

would only go up as high as Cashel and come down to Cahir.

2664. A letter written from Dungarvan on Monday evening is received next

morning at Cappoquin; at what time is that delivered at Cappoquin?—It

reaches Cappoquin at 7.35 a.m,

2(165. At what time is it delivered?—At eight.

2666. To what time can an answer to it be posted at Cappoquin ?—Up to four

p.m.

2667. At what time would that letter be receivable in Dungarvan?—It would

be receivable in Dungarvan on the arrival of the morning mail at 7.45 a.m. the

next day.

2668. Between the town of Cappoquin and Lismore, suppose a person wrote

on Monday from Cappoquin, at what time would it be received in Lismore?

—If a person wrote a letter in Cappoquin on Monday evening at four o'clock it

•would be received in Lismore at five o'clock the same evening.

2669. Is there a direct communication between the two towns ?—Yes.

2670. Is there a direct communication between Tallow and Lismore?—No;

there is, by night.

2671. A letter written would arrive the next morning?—A letter written

would arrive the next morning ; in point of fact, the witness, in giving his evi

dence upon that subject, had forgotten that the extra car put on between Clonmel

and Dungarvan accelerated the correspondence between the county of Cork and

the western part of the county of Waterford as well as from Dublin.

2672. At what time do letters from Youghal to Dungarvan reach Dungarvan

in the morning?—A letter posted in Youghal at five o'clock on Monday evening

would reach Dungarvan the next morning at 7.45 a.m.

2673. When are those letters delivered?—They arg delivered to the letter-

carriers at 8.15 ; the delivery takes from 8.15 to 10.

2674. At what time does the mail go out from Dungarvan to Youghal ?—The

direct mail at 2.45 p.m.

2675. So that there is a possibility of answering letters the same day, is there ?

—Not only a possibility, but as great a practicability as can exist.

2676. Are you quite certain of that?—I am quite certain of that.

2677. When was that established?—Ever since the car was put on from

Dungarvan to Clonmel ; the mistake arose in this way : there is a direct mail-car

from Youghal to Dungarvan, but that direct mail-car does not carry the bulk of

the letters between Youghal and Dungarvan. A letter posted in Youghal in

time for the evening dispatch at 5.30 p.m. goes to Cork, from Cork to Goold's

Cross, from Goold's Cross to Clonmel, and from Clonmel to Dungarvan, and the

effect of that night circulation is to give much more accommodation than is

given by the direct post between the two towns.

2678. A letter posted at five o'clock at Youghal, after having made thatcircuitr

arrives at a quarter after seven in the morning in Dungarvan ?—Yes.

2679. That is delivered at 10 r—I believe 10 is the probable finish ; a letter

going to Youghal, if posted in time for that car, would be dispatched at 2.45 p.m.;

there is a mail-bag going by that car.

2680. Does the car from Youghal to Dungarvan take the mail-bag ?—It does.

2681. Mr. Wilson.] Both ways ?—It takes the mail both ways.

2682. Mr.
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2682. Mr. Maguire.] At what time does it arrive in the morning?—It arrives A. Trollope/£sq.

at about a quarter to ten. .X\

2683. Is there any mail leaving Dungarvan for Youghal at nine in the morn- 20 July 1855.

ing?—No, the direct mail car leaves at 2.45, but there would be a dispatch

from Dungarvan to Youghal at night.

2684. 1 wish to draw your attention to a letter which I received this morning,

containing this statement, from a gentleman named Francis P. Tydd, residing in

Clonmel : " Sir,—As you appear to take an active part in endeavouring to remedy

the very defective state of the postal arrangements in the South of Ireland, I

take the liberty of mentioning the state of the postage communication between

this and Dunmore East, county Waterford. The distance between this and

Dunmore East is 31 miles, and I found that a letter posted here on Saturday did

not reach Dunmore until Monday. I this morning received a reply, but knowing

that my letter in answer could not under the existing arrangements be received

at Dunmore until Thursday, I posted my answer immediately on receiving the

letter vid Dublin, by which route I expect it will reach Dunmore to-morrow

(Wednesday) morning, so that to save the delay of a day, I had to cause the

letter to travel 269 miles, the distance which ought to be traversed beine; 31

miles. I understand that the car which leaves this for Waterford at four o'clock

a. m. does not reach there till eight o'clock a. m., and the car to Dunmore leaves

the office at Waterford at half-past seven a. ra., so that a letter posted at Clonmel

takes two days to reach Dunmore, and remains 23 hours and a half in the

Waterford office.'' Is that the state of things ?—At the present moment a letter

leaving Clonmel by the early mail at 3.50 a. m. reaches Dunmore the same morn

ing at 10 a.m.

2685. Chairman.] In that case, the Dublin letters for Dunmore are delayed,

Availing the arrival of the Clonmel letters, and they go together ?—They go

together ; the car now leaves at 8.10 in the morning.

2686. From Waterford?—From Waterford.

2687. For Dunmore?—For Dunmore.

2688. Mr. F. Scully.] Does that convey the morning mail from Clonmel?—

It does.

2689. Since when was that arrangement made :—We have made inquiry about

it, and it seems the arrangement, which I do not think was a very good one, was

made as follows, that a car should be dispatched at eight o'clock, and should take

the letters coming from Clonmel, in the event of their being sorted ready by

eight; but in the event of their not being so ready sorted, that it should go

without them ; and the effect has been great uncertainty in the post, as to

whether the letters would go on or would not go on.

2690. Chainnan.] Besides the inconvenience to the Dublin post ?—That was

the arrangement made at that time. Now, by fixing the hour of departure at

8.10, instead of at 8, we are able to carry on such letters as have been alluded

to ; and that arrangement has been made.

2691. Mr. F. Scully.] The case just referred to from Clonmel, only occurred

last week ?—I believe the date of the letter is the 1 7th of July ; the new arrange

ment commenced on Monday.

2692. Mr. Grogan.] That was in consequence of the grievance being called

to your attention ?—Decidedly.

2693. Mr. Maguire.] I observe that you so pointedly contradict what a

witness here stated, that I must quote one or two answers he gave, for it seems

very strange to me how a reasonable man who has constant communication with

those towns can make a mistake of that sort ?—I cannot account for it.

2694. The witness was speaking of those towns to which I drew your atten

tion, Cappoquin, Lismore, Youghal, and so on. I asked the question, " Are you

prepared to state that the greatest inconvenience results from the present im

perfect delivery?" meaning the present imperfect delivery of those letters to

persons largely engaged in the corn trade. " Are the commercial people there

often obliged to have recourse to sending letters as parcels, either by hand or

some other conveyance r—Very frequently ; I very generally, myself, send a

letter to a person by Bianconi's car, and I have oftentimes been obliged to send

a special letter with a messenger to any of those places, that he may bring back

a reply." Do you mean to state that that answer is quite inapplicable to the

present state of things?—It appeared to me that the whole of the evidence

given by that gentleman was quite inapplicable to the present state of things ;

wholly so.

0.62. Y 2695. You
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2695. You mean, that delay does not exist ; that it is possible to write a letter

and get an answer within 24 hours from every one of those towns ? — Not to get

an answer in 24 hours, but in two nights and one day.

2696. Instead of four nights and four days, as he said ?—As I said before, it

seemed to me that every statement he made was made in error, except that one

as to the delivery of the day mails in Dungarvan at six o'clock ; beyond that, it

occurred to me that every statement he made was made in error.

2697. Would you obtain any advantage by employing Bianconi's car, which

runs between tho^e two towns?—No ; he was as much in error there as in the

other case. He said he understood that Bianconi would carry t lie mail for 5 /.

or 10 /. I do not think he stated that Bianconi ever said so, but that he had

learnt it from his agent.

2698. Did you ever inquire about it ?—No : but I am quite sure that no

agent of Bianconi's in Dungarvan would be able to give any statement as to

what Mr. Bianconi would do his work for ; none except the agent at Clonmel.

2699. Did not the witness say, that Mr. Bianconi would do the work for that

sum ?—I think he did not state that he had any communication from Mr. Bian-

coni ; he stated he would possibly do the work for such a sum.

2700. Have you inquired into Mr. Bianconi's intention upon the subject?

— No, because now there is no reason for it; but sometime ago when there was

an evil I made an inquiry, not of Mr. Bianconi, but of another contractor who

then ran over that road, and wlio made what I considered a very low offer to

convey the mails between Dungarvan and Cappoquin for 30 /. a year ; and when

the correspondence and the sum demanded were brought under the notice of the

Postmaster-general, he refused to sanction any such outlay, because the cor

respondence did not warrant it ; at that time, as the Committee will remember,

there was a grievance as to the time the letters took between Dungarvan and

Cappoquin ; at present that grievance has been altogether remedied ; and, there

fore, if at that time the Post office would not expend the sum of 30 /. a year, of

course they will not expend it now.

2701. Can you say, that that grievance has been altogether remedied, if in

order to write a letter and get an answer there must be a lapse of two nights

and one day ?— Yes.

2702. Would it be possible, by employing Bianconi's car, to write a letter in

the morning from any of those towns and get an answer in the evening ?—No.

2703. Are you quite positive of that?— Quite ; because the car to which the

witness alluded ran out of Dungarvan in the evening to Cappoquin and Lismore.

2704. Suppose a letter written in the morning from Cappoquin, is there any

car to convey it ?—There is a car runs in the morning from Lismore to Dun

garvan.

2705. At what time does it start?—At about five o'clock.

2706. At what time does it arrive at Dungarvan ? — It starts from Lismore

at 5.30, and arrives in Dungarvan at 8. 30.

2707. That would bring a letter dropped into the post-office at any hoar the

night before, would it not ?—If there chanced to be one, it would.

2708. I assume that fact ; if it did carry the mail, of course it would tnke any

letter dropped into the post-office during the night?—If there chanced to be a

letter posted there it would carry it.

2709. That letter would reach Dungarvan at nine o'clock, or be delivered at

nine o'clock?—Yes.

2710. There is another conveyance then going out from Dunoarvan and back

to Lismore at somewhere about six o'clock in the evening?—Yes ; it arrives in

Lismore about eight o'clock in the evening.

2711. Therefore a letter that is dropped in the Lismore post-office the night

before might be delivered in Dungarvan at nine o'clock, be disposed of in the

meantime, and an answer be received in Lismore at eight o'clock in the evening ?

—Yes.

2712. Would that be something of an improvement upon the present system ?

—I suppose it would be an improvement to have a direct communication of that

kind between any towns; but «hen you speak of a very small town like Lismore,

and take any letters which would be posted for Dungarvan after so late an hour

as five o'clock in the evening, the accommodation is so inconsiderable as almost

to amount to nothing.

2713. Mr. Wilson."] So small as not to justify the expense ? —The probability

would be that the car would go six days without a letter and the seventh would

have



ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 171

have one ; I think it must be evident that a communication of that kind cannot A.

be justified ; it is impossible to say that it would be no accommodation.

2714. Mr. Maguire.] Then you give a point blank denial to everything that ao July 1855.

gentleman has said as to the time occupied in the transmission of letters r—I

admit the non-delivery of the day mail at Dungarvan, and I admit that he had

ground of complaint in that respect.

2715. But that, you say, has been remedied?—It has been remedied. As to the

other matters he spoke in error.

2716. I think you said something about the mail from Mallow to Cork being

stopped on some occasion ; for how long was that ?—Two days, I think.

2717. I believe nothing of that kind was ever heard of before ?—No ; and we

never heard of such obstructions from snow as we had in the south of Ireland

last year.

Luna, 23° die Julii, 1855.
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Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in, and further Examined.

2718. Mr. Wilson.'] SOMETHING was said about the inconvenience which A. Trollope, Esq.

Lord Huntingdon experienced in receiving his letters ; have you any observations ————

to make upon that ?—The letter alluded to was, I believe, a letter from Lord Stuart 33 J°ty 1855.

de Decies, whose post town is at Cappoquin, to Woodstown, Woodstown being

served by the Dunmore mail. It was stated that four days were taken in that

circulation, whereas, in point of fact, the circulation is made by direct post now

in one night.

2719. Has that alteration taken place lately?—A portion of that alteration

has been effected by a change in the Dunmore car, but the larger portion of the

time stated to be taken in the circulation of such a letter was so stated in error by

the witnesses.

2720. Then there is no such delay as has been stated ?—There is no such

delay as has been stated.

2721. When was the change in the Dunmore car made?—Since the Com

mittee began to sit.

2722. Before that change was made, was the statement made in this commit

tee-room correct ?—No ; the statement which was made was incorrect. Woods-

town is not a post-town, but is in the delivery of Waterford, and therefore

should be looked upon as a part of Waterford. A letter from Lord Stuart de

Decies would leave Cappoquin on Monday evening, and would reach W'aterford

on the Tuesday morning.

2723. You have been asked a great number of questions about the car from

Goold's Cross to Clonmel, and about certain irregularities which have taken place

there, by which there was a loss of the bags ; have you any explanation to make

upon that now which you could not make a few days a<j;o ?—I am able to explain

to the Committee now the circumstances to which allusion was made. It was

stated by a witness here, that these accidents took place during the last J 8 months,

and if I am not mistaken, it was stated to the Committee at the last day of sitting,

that one of those accidents occurred during the last winter. The accidents

alluded to took place in April and in August 1853.

2724. About two years ago?—About two years ago ; it was also stated, if

I am not wrong, that the accident which took place last winter was attributable

to the fact that the Post-office employed an improper contractor during last

0.62. Y 2 winter;
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^23'Juty '1855. made were very seriously noticed ; that the contractor who then had the contract

was fined, and that he was also denied permission to hold the contract beyond

the 5th of October 1853, although his tender was at the time the lowest.

2725. In short, you discharged him of his contract, and did not renew the

contract, although he tendered the lowest price ?—We did not discharge him,

because it so happened that at that time he was under notice already ; notice

given by himself, he intending to put in at a higher sum ; and he did put in at

a higher sum. Though he put in the lowest tender, that tender was rejected,

upon the ground specially of the accident that had occurred. I may also say,

that the driver through whose negligence the first accident occurred was drunk, as

I suggested to the Committee on the last occasion ; he was dismissed for being

drunk, and the contractor then employed another man, who was not fit from

want of competence, and the second accident occurred through that.

2726. Since that period you are not aware of any accident ?—Since that

period there is no record of any delay to be found either in the Dublin or in the

London offices.

2727. It was stated by a witness that in the south of Ireland railways are

sparingly used for the purposes of the Post-office ?—That has been stated.

2728. Is that your opinion ?—Certainly not; we pay a very high rate for

railway accommodation in the south of Ireland, and we pay more money for

railway accommodation in Ireland than we do in Scotland. The dearest railway

used in Ireland is now used expressly for the accommodation of the counties

which are now under the consideration of the Committee.

2729. Speaking of the south of Ireland and the communication between

Waterford, Limerick and Cork direct to Dublin, is it your opinion or not that as

much accommodation is given, and as much money expended with a view to rail

way accommodation to those parts of the country, as to any other with which you

are acquainted ?—Certainly ; Mr. Page, who is here, will give the exact figures

and prices paid.

2730. Is it not the case that the direct line of railway from Dublin to Cork,

which is used at a very high expense to the Post-office, has a very essential and

material influence in giving accommodation to all the parts of the country through

which it passes, right and left, including the branches to Waterford and

Limerick ?—Certainly ; so much so, that if the use of that line were discontinued,

and the Waterford and Limerick lines were used, all the towns which are now

served would be injured instead ol being benefited.

2731. It has been stated by a witness as if it were a desirable thing that the

letters should all arrive at Waterford so as to have but one delivery in a day ;

do you consider that would be any advantage in regard to Waterford ?—Cer

tainly not; it is a singular statement to be made by a mercantile man, because

the mercantile men have, during late years, expressly pressed upon the Post-

office the use of day mails ; Mr. Blake it was who stated that.

2732. Of course, if you have a day mail and a night mail a single delivery is

impossible ?—Yes.

2733. And therefore to have a single delivery is to presume either only a

night mail or only a day mail ? — Exactly.

2734. A complaint has been made by one of the coroners of the county of

Waterford, that he could not receive a letter from Kilmeaden in time to allow of

his holding an inquest; did you hear that statement?— I did.

2735- What observation have you to make upon that?—It entirely depends

upon whether the county coroner received his letters at his office in Waterford

or at his residence in Tramore ; if he lived in Tramore, of course he would not

be as well ofi'as if he lived in Waterford. If he was at Waterford, a letter posted

at Kilmeaden on Monday morning would reach him in plenty of time to answer

it so that the answer should be at Kilmeaden on Monday evening, so that, in

point of fact, no postal arrangements could give more accommodation.

2736. What you mean to say is, that if a gentleman is at his office, his place

of business, he can receive his letters in full time to answer them for all the

objects that his business, requires ?—Exactly.

2737. But if he has a private residence some miles from his office, and he

does not go to his office, of course his letters may be a long time in reaching him,

and it may be impossible for him to avail himself of a reply by return of post ?—

Exactly
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Exactly so ; in this case the coroner stated that he had an office in Waterford, A- Trollope, Esq.

but in all his complaints with regard to the post-office, he argued as though he

received them at Traraore. ' 23 Jul?

2738. Suppose a letter be posted on Monday at Waterford for Kilmeaden,

\vhen would it be received, and when can an answer be received back in Water-

ford?—A letter posted up to one o'clock on Monday in Waterford would reach

Kilmeaden the same evening ; and an answer posted early on Tuesday morning

would reach Waterford on the same day, and be delivered on the same day.

2739. AQd therefore if he was in Waterford at his office on Monday morning,

he would be able to answer any letter which arrived in the morning by the one

o'clock mail, and receive a reply to it on the following day ?—Exactly.

2740. But Tramore being a sub-office and some distance from Waterford, the

delivery there would be too late for him to avail himself of that course of post r

—There being but one course of post to Tramore, the letter would not go out to

him till the morning.

2741. Has Tramore a very limited correspondence?—The correspondence of

Tramore is small ; in winter time it has about 500 a week, and in summer it has

about J ,100 ; it is rather more than doubled in summer.

2742. It has been stated that the nearer the local post-office is to the city of

Waterford, the longer is the time taken in getting an answer to a letter; is that

so?—Certainly not; it can be shown that everyone of the offices named in

connexion with the city of Waterford has a daily post to and from Waterford ;

there are two other small places in the county which have been named, which

have a daily post in connexion with Carrick-on-Suir, but even those are not so

•circumstanced as was described ; for instance, it was said that a letter posted in

Tramore on Monday would not reach Dunmore until Wednesday, whereas that

letter would reach Dunmore on Tuesday, and so on.

2743. There was a complaint that a newspaper published by Mr. Doudney

once a month, at Bonmahon, is not duly carried by post ; he stated that there

were no bags for the Bonmahon mail ?—There is a sealed bag for the Bon

mahon mail, a bag fitted to a certain scale in accordance with the letters there ;

if it so happens that 800 newspapers are posted on any day, of course the bag

which was appropriated to that given correspondence of Bonmahon would not

!be able to include all those bulky newspapers.

2744. Of course you would not pretend in a postal arrangement to make an

arrangement, in a small out of the way country town, for the accidental or peri

odical publication on one day in a month of 800 or 1,000 newspapers ; you would

not profess to do that ; you would say it was entirely beyond your duty ?—We

should not profess to do it ; but we authorised an allowance of half-a-crown a

day, not half-a-crown a month, as was stated, whenever Mr. Doudney might

have a number of newspapers to post, which would exceed the number which

the man would be able to carry.

2745. Then, in fact, you have made a special provision for this single monthly

publication in a small village in the south of Ireland ?—Exactly ; a special arrange

ment to convey any newspapers posted there, presuming we get due notice. Of

course, if those newspapers are sent do\\rn once a month to the post-office at a

little village like Bonmahon, a car would not be procurable without notice.

2746. But if he publishes on a certain day of the month, or if he gives due

notice that the publication will take place on a certain day, you agree to make on

that day a special arrangement for his personal convenience?—Exactly; but as

it appears that the matter has not worked well, it has been again referred to the

surveyor, in order that he may see what arrangement will suit Mr. Doudney.

2747. When was this arrangement made by which you arrang-ed for his pub

lication in the way you have described, with reference to the half-crown a day?

—I think it was in 1853.

274^. Then that has nothing to do with this inquiry?—No ; but as Mr. Doud

ney stated that it did not suit him, we have again referred the matter, to see if

an arrangement can be made more palatable to him ; but the arrangement was

made when the accommodation was first asked for, and it was immediately on Mr.

Doudney's evidence having been given that the matter was again referred.

2749. That was in consequence of his complaint here that that arrangement

did not suit him, you say ?—Yes.

2750. I think the same witness stated that the Bonmahon messenger walked

25£ English miles a day; is that accurate. ?—No; he walks 204 English miles a day.

0.62. Y 3 2751. Is
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A Trollape, Esq. 2751. Is that an ordinary distance for afoot messenger?—A very common dis-

""*•* tance in Ireland when the mails to be carried are light ; in England we consider

33 July 1855. IQ mj]es a day the best distance to appropriate to a man.

275:2. Mr. LiddellJ] Do you mean by best, the most practicable?—A full day's

work we consider 1 6 miles.

2753. Is not that pretty nearly the outside of what any man does in England?

—No, many do more ; but that we consider to be a full day's work. Where

some small village can be brought in by an additional mile, we have no hesita

tion in putting that additional mile upon him.

2754. In putting the additional distance on do you increase his pay ?—Yea.

2755. Mr. Wilson.'] Are there not very many cases in England where a man

walks fully 20 miles a day ?—Yes, I should say a great many men walk 20 miles

a day ; the walks are somewhat different in England ; the houses at which he

delivers upon his road are so much thicker, and he walks in delivering up gentle

men's avenues, but he walks 16 miles a day in addition to the distance walked

in delivering at the houses ; whereas in Ireland he has no such distance to

walk ; he walks the road merely, so that, in fact, the English walks are much

harder.

2756. Is it not the fact that the English rural messengers have much heavier

weights than the Irish rural messengers have?—Much heavier.

2757. In Ireland are these walking posts considered unusually heavy work?—

No, certainly not.

2758. When it is inferred that the work was so heavy that a man was killed

by it, do you think there is any accuracy in that representation ?—Oh no,

because the fault we find is, that when we employ a man he too often employs

some little girl or boy to do the work ; in point of fact, the work is so light that

anybody can do it very often.

2759. In tne case w^ere tne runner died, I think it was the son of the post

master?— It was.

2760. And he afterwards appointed a second son to take the place ?— He did;

and I am able to say that the man is a very good father, and very unlikely to

put his son into what he considered an unhealthy position.

2761 . Was he a delicate young man to begin with ?— I cannot say ; I appointed

the man who died, at his father's request.

2762. It is stated that a letter for Bonmahon must be posted at Waterford

before 2 p.m., and that then an answer could only reach \V aterford at the same

time that an answer would do from London ; is that true ? — It is error all through ;

a letter posted at Waterford up to 4 o'clock on the Monday would reach Bon

mahon on Tuesday morning ; the answer, posted in Bonmahon on Tuesday after

noon, would reach Waterford on Wednesday morning, which is what we consider

the best course of post between one town and another in its vicinity.

2763. Therefore, in point of fact, the answer would be had in Waterfcrd a»

the same time that a letter would be delivered in London ?—It would be delivered

in Waterford about the time that the letter would be delivered in London.

2764. A complaint was made as to the circulation from Pilltown to Kilkenny;

what do you say to that ?—The circulation from Pilltown to Kilkenny is direct

by the night mail ; a letter posted at Piiltown on Monday evening would reach

Kilkenny in time for the early morning delivery, about half past seven on Tues

day, so that the circulation is by a direct night mail in that case also.

2765. That statement was a mistake?—That statement was a mistake.

2766. Mr. Kennedy stated, with regard to the Clonmel mail, that letter*

arriving from Waterford could only be delivered during a quarter of an hour ;

that is to say, they arrive at a quarter before nine, and the post-office is kept

open till nine?—That matter was answered on the first day of my examination;

it has been fully explained in my examination.

2767. Since this Committee sat, you have instructed them to keep the post-

office open till 10 ?—Yes.
2768. The matter connected with the Clonmel day mail has been already gone

through ?—Yes.
2769. Is there not something in the very nature of great acceleration of mam

mails that must a little tend lo throw out the bye mails ; so that the greater

accommodation of the great bulk of the important and large towns very often

causes at least a comparative amount ol loss to the smaller posts which cannot

1 be



ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.)

be made to fit ?—The acceleration of trunk mails will always interfere with, and

to a certain extent injure, the bye communication between small towns.

2770. Inasmuch as the mail passes much sooner both ways, so that the con- 23

veyances from the smaller places are prevented from arriving in time ? — If any

Member will make the figure Y on paper that will show it very plainly. We will

presume the bottom of the Y to be the metropolis, and the ends of the two

branches two provincial towns, the length of the trunk and of the branches being

equal. If the mail left the bottom of the Y and the two extremities, each at

6 p. m., and arrived at the end of its journey at G a. m., each mail would pass the

point of branching at 1 2, midnight ; and letters coming from the one provincial

town by the one mail, would go down to the other by the other mail. But

presuming the pace of these mails to be so accelerated that the journey should

be performed in 9, instead of 12 hours, the departure from the metropolis repre

sented by the bottom of the Y would still be at 6 p. m., and the arrivals of the

down mails at the extremities would be at 3 a. m. The dispatch of the up-mails

from the extremities would be at 9 p. m. The down-mails would thus arrive at

the point of juncture at 10.30 p. m., and the up-mails at 1.30 a. m. And thus

of course the circulation which had hitherto existed would be lost.

2771. It was stated that the circulation of letters from Waterford to Limerick

is unnecessarily slow ; have you any observation to make upon that ?—The

amount of extra accommodation which would be given by the use of the night

mail train from Limerick to Waterford has been stated ; in my opinion it ia

trifling ; but a certain amount of accommodation would be given, no doubt. As

regards Limerick, the letters would not leave Limerick any later for any available

purposes, nor would they arrive earlier for any available purposes.

2772. From Limerick to Waterford there would be no available change?—

No ; not in the dispatch from Limerick.

2773. And from Waterford to Limerick there would be no advantage in the

arrival at Limerick, but there would be an advantage in the departure from

Waterford ?—Exactly.

2774. Suppose that the half-past five o'clock passenger train were used which

now runs, that would afford 1 k hour's additional facilities, and in fact would

include the whole of the business day at Waterford if the letters were sent by

that evening train ?—Exactly ; that is, it would give an hour ; they leave at

half-past four now.

2775. It would give an hour, which would in fact bring them to the close of

the business day :—It would give them up to the close of the business day to

post letters at Waterford.

2776. It was said that Rathkeale and Newcastle would gain much ; when are

letters delivered at those two places by the present arrangement ?—Letters

already are delivered at Rathkeale at seven o'clock in the morning, and at New

castle at half-past seven.

2777. Therefore any earlier arrival would be of no use there at all ?—No.

2778. It was stated that a letter posted at Dunmore on Monday would not

reach Cashel till Wednesday?—That was a mistake ; it would reach Cashel in

the middle of the day on Tuesday.

2779. There has been a complaint made of the irregularity of the Kinsale

mails ; at what time does the night mail arrive there ?—The night mail arrives

in Kinsale at ten minutes past five in the morning.

2780. Therefore, any earlier arrival would be of no benefit there?—No; an

earlier arrival could be of no benefit; and as the dispatch is at seven in the

evening, it may be said that a later dispatch could be of no benefit.

2781. There has been a complaint made with regard to the quality of the

horses used by the contractor upon that line ?—If any representation upon that

subject were made either to the secretary or to the surveyor, and it should be

found that an improper class of horse was really used, the horse would as a

matter of course be changed.

2782. That is, if the car did not keep its time?—That is, if the car did not

keep its time, or if the horse was in any way in a disgraceful state. If an unfit

horse be used, the surveyor has full power to order the contractor to change

his horse.

2783. Mr. Liddell.^ Is it within your knowledge that remonstrances have

been made by a Member of the House, Mr. Herbert, upon that very subject?—

Not upon the subject of that car.

 

0.62. Y 4 2784. Not
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A. Trolldpe, Esq. 2784. Not as to this particular car ; but I am alluding to the question

• generally, that representations have been made by Mr. Herbert several times to

23 July 1855. the Post-office; 1 have not heard that that car is better managed than it was

when he complained ?—I think it is a good deal better managed than it was ;

I think Mr. Herbert is prepared to admit that.

2785. Mr. Wilson.] With reference to the night mail upon the Bandon railway

from Cork, and the price which is required for that mail, would the convenience

be worth the price that is demanded ?—Certainly not.

2786. The convenience would be very small ?—The extra convenience would

be very small. Taking the towns which are served west of Cork at present by

mail-car, all of which would be served by this railway, the present cost is 639 /.,

and the sum proposed to be expended is 1,4491.

2787. And the number of letters to be facilitated very few ?—The number of

letters which would be wholly conveyed only gives a revenue of 2,700 I., and

two-thirds of them would receive no advantage whatsoever by such a change.

2788. That is to say, that though the mail by railway might arrive earlier, it

•would be still in the middle of the night, when no delivery could take place ?—

Exactly ; so early in the morning, that no earlier delivery could take place than

at present.

2789. Then it has been suggested that the train could be used leaving Cork at

six o'clock in the morning?—Yes.

2790. Would that be of any material service ?—No, but it would be a very

material injury. The train leaving Cork at six o'clock in the morning could not

bring the bag into Bandon sooner than seven in the morning at the earliest ;

the mail is now in Bandon at five in the morning, and as Clonakilty, Roscarbery,

Skibbereen, and Bantry are served from Bandon, their mails would of course be

detained for two hours by such an arrangement.

2791. Therefore, instead of a facility, it would be a great inconvenience to

those places to which you have alluded ?—It would be so great an inconvenience,

that it would create a great turmoil in the county, and ultimately the Postmaster-

general would be obliged to discontinue such an arrangement.

2792. Has there been any negotiation between the Postmaster-general and

the railway company, with regard 'to the use of the day mail by the Bandon

line ':—There has been a good deal of correspondence ; the company offered to

carry the day mail both ways for 100/. a year, and I believe the offer made by

the Post-office has been to pay them 40 /. a year.

2793. What would be the price that the Post-office would pay according to

its calculation of the benefit to be received ?—£.40 a year.

2794. But according to the usual scale for the letters which would be ac

celerated, for which 40 /. has been offered?—About 27 /. 10*. would be the

sum.

279.5. What is the usual scale of calculation as to what it is worth paying

for the use of a railway, for a use of a day mail in this way ?—If a town that does

not have a day mail would receive letters giving a revenue of 100 /. per annum

by a day mail, we calculate that we may give a quarter of that sum for, and

we may expend a quarter of that sum in, securing such day mail ; of course it

would be seen that those letters are in fact taken from the night mail.

2796. Or the great bulk of them ?—The whole of them at first ; the first

time that the day mail ran into the town, the whole of the letters which would

arrive by that day mail would have come by the night mail if that day mail had

not been established.

2797. Therefore in your calculation, when you say a quarter, it is a quarter

of the 100 /. that would be subtracted from tlie night mail ?—Yes.

2798. Not a quarter of any new correspondence that might be supposed to

arise ?—No ; a quarter of the whole letters giving the 100 /. that would be so

.conveyed.

2799. Then it was stated that the Kinsale mail was detained at the half-way

house on the Bandon line without being in charge of any one ; is that correct ?—

No ; that is an error ; there is a post-office at that half-way house at a place

called Ballinhassig, and when the mails were obstructed by the snow, they were

in charge of the postmistress at Ballinhassig.

2800. Irregularities took place during the snow, and were chiefly arising from

the obstruction of the snow /—Exactly.

2801 . That I believe was very great, was not it :—Yes.

2802. And
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2802. And great expense was incurred to get the mails forward ?—A great A. Trolbpe,

expense ; a great sum of money was paid by the Post-office in getting through

 

those obstructions. 33 Juty 1855.

2803. Mr. Kennedy complained that the correspondence between Clonmel and

Kilkenny was very bad, and that that correspondence passes through Dublin ; is

that correct ?—No ; that correspondence leaving Clonmel on the evening of

Monday gets into Kilkenny on the morning of Tuesday, and does not go through

Dublin ; there is a car runs across from Thurles to Kilkenny : a letter leaves

Clonmel, goes up to Goold's Cross, and from Goold's Cross it goes on the railway

to Thurles, and goes by car to Kilkenny, and arrives there the following morning.

2804. Arrives there on Tuesday morning ?—Yes.

2805. It was stated, in reply to a question which I put to Mr. Kennedy, that

the London five o'clock day mail was of very little use to Clonmel and the

southern parts of Ireland ; what proportion of the letters does that mail carry

from London ?—Mr. Kennedy appears to have been very much in error upon

that subject ; if I am not mistaken, he said that not one letter in a hundred left

by that mail, whereas the fact is that 50,400 leave London for Ireland by the

express mail at five o'clock in the evening, and only 37,700 leave by the night

mail.

2806. Is it not the case that even the larger proportion of those letters are

letters which pass through Dublin, and which arrive in Dublin for the express

purpose of leaving by the morning mail ?—I think that every town in Ireland

receives an equal proportion of them according to its number of letters.

2807. But separating the Dublin letters from the country correspondence, the

Dublin letters leaving by the night mail arrive still about 10 or 11 o'clock in

Dublin, in time for a tolerably early delivery ; but the country letters that leave

London, if they do not go by the live o'clock mail, lie in Dublin all day till the

evening ; and therefore the five o'clock mail is put on almost expressly for the

letters that pass through Dublin, and not that remain in Dublin ?—It was put

on for that object ; but I think the effect in Dublin is as beneficial as upon the

provincial towns.

2808. But of the 30,000 which leave by the night mail, a much larger pro

portion would be Dublin letters as compared with the country letters, than of the

50,000 which leave by the five o'clock mail ?—I do not think so.

2809. But there is a difference in the proportion in relation to letters received

in Dublin and those received in the country ?—If the provincial towns receive

three-fifths of the express mail, I think it will be found that they will receive

three-fifths of the night mail. I have no reason for assuming there would beany

difference in the proportion of the letters.

2810. Would there not be a much stronger inducement to write a letter by the

five o'clock mail, which had to go through Dublin, than to write a letter which

had to remain in Dublin, because, if a Dublin letter goes by the nine o'clock

mail, it is still delivered in Dublin before 12 o'clock the next day?—It is not

delivered before 12 o'clock ; and the object of the earlier delivery in the morning

is, to serve all those letters. The express mail is as beneficial to Dublin as it is

to the minor towns ; in point of fact, the five o'clock mail has been of the greatest

possible benefit as regards the postal communication to the whole of Ireland,

because the proportions which are given here are greatly increased before the

mail reaches Ireland ; all the Liverpool and Manchester letters, and a portion of

the Scotch letters, and indeed the whole weight of the correspondence from the

north of England falls into the express mail.

2811. That goes on by the five o'clock mail from London?—It catches the

express mail upon its route, and, therefore, the numbers which I have given do

not show even any fair proportion of the advantage of the express mail.

2812. Then if I had formed an opinion from the evidence of Mr. Kennedy,

that this five o'clock mail was of little use, and might be discontinued, I should

have made a great error ?—A great error.

2813. When does that mail close in London?—Three o'clock, in Lombard-

street, and half-past three at the General Post-office. Mr. Kennedy, I think,

said that not one in a hundred of the letters that left London went by that mail.

2814. Chairman.'] That 50,000 does not include letters from Liverpool ?—No ;

it includes all letters that go by the London bags. I thought Mr. Kennedy's

0.62. Z argument
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A. Trollope, Esq. argument went to show that very little had been done for Ireland by putting on

* the express mail.

23 July 1855. 2815. Mr. Wilson.] It has been stated by the Solicitor-general for Ireland, that

the Dublin mail reaches Ennis at seven in the morning ; when does it reach

Ennis ?—It reaches Ennis at 30 minutes past five in the morning.

2816. And, therefore, so early as to be of no service for any possible delivery?

—So early, tbat an earlier arrival can be of no use to the town of Ennis.

2817. He also stated, that delay arose in consequence of the mail to Ennis

being sent round by the Western Railway via Oranmore, instead of being seat

direct by the Limerick and Waterford line ; whai observation have you to make

upon that r—In the first place, no earlier delivery at Ennis could be accomplished

by any route, as the delivery is already at seven o'clock in the morning ; and in

the next place, there is an arrival from Limerick in the morning at Ennis. The

Solicitor-general, I think, stated his opinion, though he said he was doubtful

upon the subject, that the mail arrived at 10 in the morning ; but it does in fact

arrive at 5.55 in the morning, and, therefore, the letters coming by the one mail

and by the other are both delivered together at seven o'clock in the morning.

2818. Both arrive in time for the earliest practicable delivery?—Exactly.

2819. Therefore no greater speed or quicker arrangement could be of any

benefit, as far as Ennis is concerned ?—Exactly.

2820. A complaint has been made that there is no day mail to Ennis; have

you any observation to make upon that complaint ?—There has been consider

able correspondence respecting the application for a day mail to Ennis, and it

was found that the letters applicable to the expense to be incurred for such a

purpose gave a revenue of 25 /.

2821. What would the expense be?—The Solicitor-general stated that the

mail would be run for 70 /. a year, to which we should add another 10 /. as the

additional expense of delivery, which would make a total of 80 /. ; and I have no

doubt that his evidence was correct, and that a day mail could be run into Ennis

for 80 /. a year.

2822. There would be an expenditure of 80 /. in order to obtain a revenue of

25 /. ?—No ; in order to expedite the delivery of letters which give a revenue,

of which 25 /. would be applicable to such a purpose.

2823. Mr. LiddelL] Would not the number of letters be probably increased

by such an additional accommodation ?—We should expect it would be increased,

but to give a revenue of 25 /. it would be many years before they came to such

an extent as that; nevertheless we look to such an increase.

28vJ4. Mr. Wilson.'] Was the Solicitor-general correct in his calculation as to

the circulation between Burren and Clare Castle ?—I think the statement was not

made by the Solicitor-general, but that it was suggested to him ; but, however,

the statement that letters from Burren to Clare Castle went up to Dublin is not

correct.

2825. Mr. O'Brien stated, that Dungarvan had been so affected by the use of

railways for postal purposes in the south of Ireland, that it was infinitely worse

off than before the railways were introduced ?—Yes, that was another statement

which was very surprising ; before the use of railways, Dungarvan received its

one mail a day at 12 o'clock, and dispatched one mail a day also at 12.

2826. At the same hour?—At the same hour.

2827. Therefore there could be no reply until the following day ?—Therefore

there could be no reply until the following day ; there was no other mail came into

Dungarvan at all, and Dungarvan at that time was certainly circumstanced very

badly with regard to its mail. At present the mail arrives at 7.45 in the morning.

2828. Which used to arrive at 12?—Which used to arrive at 12, and the

mail is dispatched at 4.30 in the evening, which used to be dispatched at 12;

in addition to this, there is a day mail which arrives at six in the evening, which

is dispatched at seven in the morning : that is all additional accommodation.

2829. Therefore, so far as regards the direct postal communication to Dungar

van, the convenience is much greater than formerly ; but supposing that the

witness's opinion was based upon the circulation with the nearer towns of

Waterford, Tallow, Fermoy and all those towns and Cork, would the observation

apply in that case ?—It would be impossible that he should name any town in

which we could not show that the circulation was greatly improved.

2830. I suppose the opinion expressed was based upon the error which has

been since pointed out, namely, upon the assumption that the letters went to

Dublin,
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Dublin, and came back in many cases, instead of the circulation which you A. Trollops, Esq.

described the other day ?—Some letters used to circulate slower, from Dungarvan

to Cappoquin, for instance ; but even at that time, or at any time since the railways 23 July 1855.

have been used, the postal accommodations have been so much better than they

were, that the statement is unintelligible to me.

2831. But if the statement was made founded upon the general statement as

to the circulation from Dungarvan, it would not be true after the explanation

which you have given as to the error into which the witness has fallen with

regard to that circulation r—No.

2832. Your explanation as to the circulation of all those towns, is that an error

had been made by the witness in supposing that the letters had gone up to

Dublin t—Yes ; but even presuming he had been right, and even presuming I

had had the same opinion which he had with regard to such circulation, I should

still be prepared to say that the postal arrangements of Dungarvan were much

better tfian they were before the use of the railway.

2833. Then, neither with regard to the postal communication between Dungar

van and Dublin, and that distant part of the country, nor with regard to the

circulation of the immediate towns, is it correct to say that the convenience is

less, but ou the contrary in every case it is much greater r—In every case much

greater.

2834. There has been a decrease in the number of letters at Dungarvan, and

that has been said to be occasioned by the bad arrangement of the post, chiefly

with Clonmel ; is that so ?—Such a statement was made ; the revenue at Dun

garvan has been continually on the decrease, and it was stated that that decrease

•was probably owing to the fact that the mode of communication with Cloumel

and with other towns was very injurious, and that letters were sent by hand ;

but it was also owned by the same witness that the communication with Clonmel

had been so improved that the heavier part of that injury had been done away

•with. However, it can be shown that the revenue at Dungarvan has continued to

decrease notwithstanding that, and that from a calculation based upon a return

made up to the 21st of May last, the revenue is still less than it was in the

previous year, and in point of fact the revenue of Dungarvan has decreased from

year to year during the last six years.

2835. In spite of all the increased accommodation ?—In spite of all the

increased accommodation ; and that decrease has continued even though that

cause for sending letters by private means to Clonmel, to which the gentleman

alluded, has been done away with.

2836. Mr. LiddelL] Is Dungarvan declining in its trade generally?—I should

take this as strong evidence that it was so declining.

2837. Mr. Wilson.] Mr. Herbert has complained very much of the slow com

munication from Mallow to Tralee ; have you any explanation to make as to

those complaints ?—I believe Mr. Herbert stated that he did not think he had

any ground to call upon the Post-office for the use of a night-mail train to Kil-

larney. or even for the use of a day-mail train to Killaniey, and therefore,

although something was said upon the subject, it may be unnecessary to go into

that. 1 think the Committee understood from Mr. Herbert that he was not pre

pared even to recommend the Postmaster-general to use such trains, and there

fore I presume what Mr. Herbert said may reduce itself into a complaint made

by him as to the late arrival of the cars at Tralee.

2838. Has anything been done in order to accelerate that arrival ?—A good

deal has been done; when Mr. Herbert first made his complaint, letters were

sorted at Mallow for many small places between Mallow and Tralee ; in order to

prevent that delay the Post-office has, at a considerable expense, put on what we

call a travelling post-office, which travels over the line from Dublin to Cork by

night,, so that those letters which were formerly sorted at Mallow, are now sorted

upon the railway, and therefore the 45 minutes which were consumed in sorting

those letters at Mallow are now saved to Tralee. There has been great ground to

complain of the state of the road over part of the distance from Mallow to Tralee ;

through the whole of last winter the mails were delayed from 20 to 30 minutes

daily by those bad roads ; an application on the subject has been made by the

Postmaster-general to the Board of Works, and under those applications the

roads have been repaired ; the Post-office thinks there is fair ground for hoping

that no such delay will take place even on the recurrence of winter.

'O.-62. • z 2 2839. Viscount
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TroUope, Esq. 2839. Viscount Monck.'] Mr. Alexander has stated that before the use of the

Southern and Western Railway, letters posted at Waterford on Monday night,
,

83 July 1855. would reach Milford, his residence, by mail-coach, on Tuesday morning, and That

now he cannot get such letters till Wednesday morning, unless he sends a private

messenger to Carlow ?—Before the use of the railway in question, and when the

Waterford mail-coach was running through Carlow, there was no post-office at

Milford at all, and therefore whatever letters Mr. Alexander got he got from the

Carlow post-office.

2840. By special messenger?—I do not know what means he used ; Carlow

was his post town ; there was no post-office at Milford. The facts of the case, as

regards Waterford and Carlow, are as follow : when the coach was used, a letter

leaving Waterford on Monday evening at 4 p.m. was delivered in Carlow the

next morning at 7 a.m. ; and now, a letter leaving Waterford at 7.20 p.m. does

not arrive in Carlow till 11.15 a.m. There is therefore at present a later dispatch

from Waterford, and a later arrival at Carlow.

2841. Mr. Grogan.] Are you quite correct with regard to the second delivery

in Carlow?—The delivery is at 11.45, which would be giving 30 minutes for the

sorting by the letter-carrier of the day-mail letters.

2842. Viscount Monck.~\ Mr. Alexander, in his evidence, gave the Committee

an estimate of what the letters of the Milford post-office were ; can you give the

exact state of facts ?—I can ; Milford receives 153 letters a week. I believe

Mr. Alexander's object was that a bag should be dropped at the Milford station

by the railway passing by. To effect this Milford should be made a post town,

and should make up bags for all the different towns upon the line, including

Dublin and Waterford ; the salary of the office would, in such case, be equal to

the whole revenue of the letters arriving at Milford, leaving nothing for the cost

of conveyance whatsoever.

2843. Mr. Alexander also mentioned, in support of his case from Milford,

that the Gowran and Goresbridge postage would be affected by the use of the

railway ; will you explain what the present state of the postal communication

between Gowran and Goresbridge and Waterford is, and how it would be affected

by the use of the railway ?—I think Mr. Alexander was alluding to a dispatch of

a night mail from Waterford to leave that town at 7 or 7.30 in the evening ; at

any rate, to leave Kilkenny at 8.30. The mail at present leaves Goresbridge at

7.37 p.m., and Gowran at 8.7 p.m. ; and if such an arrangement as is alluded

to were made, the dispatch from each of those towns would necessarily be one

hour and 40 minutes earlier than at present, so far as regards the dispatch.

The arrival at Gowran is now 5.13 a.m., and the arrival at Goresbridge 5.43 a.m.,

and therefore, as regards arrival, no change could give any benefit.

2844. With respect to the evidence of Mr. Fletcher, with reference to that

plan of his for carrying the Wexford mail down the Great Southern and Western

Line, and so leaving an opening for the employment of the Waterford and Kil

kenny Railway for the purpose of carrying the night mails, have you any obser

vation to maker— Mr. Fletcher's anxiety very naturally was to accommodate

the towns in the locality with which he is more immediately connected, and

perhaps as naturally to get the conveyance of the mails for his line, and there

fore he regarded lightly the convenience of the town of Wexford ; but if we

were to do what he suggested, we should have to dispatch the night mail from

Wexford, which now leaves that town at 5.30 in the evening, at 3.45

in the afternoon, and I may say, that if there were no other ground against

it than that, such a plan is altogether out of the question. Wexford for many

years has had a dispatch of its night mail, at any rate as late as 5.30 p. m.,

and it would be quite preposterous to take its mail away at 3.45, merely for

the sake of enabling the Postmaster-general to use the cost of the Wexford

night mail-coach towards paying for the train on the line of railway between

"W'aterford and Kildare. Presuming, therefore, that the Wexford night mail

were maintained, there would only be a sum ot 1,120/. towards pa\ing for this

night-mail train from Waterford to Kildare ; and the question, therefore, resolves

itself into this, whether the company can afford to couvey the mails over their

line at any rate of payment similar to that, or nearly similar to that ?

2845. That is 1,1201 ?—£. 1,120; the statement of Mr. Fletcher was, that

this work could be done by them without increased, or considerably increased,

expense to the Post-office.

2846. Without
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2846. Without putting on a night staff?—That he could do it without putting A. Trollope, Esq.

on a night staff, and that by so doing it would not cost the Post-office more than

it does at present, and therefore I am making my answer with reference to his 33 July 1855.

assertion. By such a train more inconvenience than convenience would be given,

as I have shown with reference to Gowran and Goresbridge, and the sum of

money would be so small, there being three railway companies concerned, that

I imagine those railway companies could not entertain such a proposition.

2847. Assuming that taking the night mail off from the Wexford and Gowran

line is a serious objection, would there be any counterbalancing advantage with

reference to expediting letters on the other line ; how would it affect the pay

ment of those railways ?—That depends upon what hours might be selected ;

Mr. Fletcher named certain hours, and those certain hours would give no advan

tage to any town at all, but would give, as I have shown, a certain disadvantage,

I am taking it for granted that his arrangement as regards Wexford could not be

-entertained for a moment ; the inconvenience that would be occasioned by it to

Wexford, and to all the towns up from Wexford to Dublin, would be so great

that I do not think the Postmaster-general could entertain it.

2848. So that, according to your view, the result of Mr. Fletcher's plan would

be a great disadvantage to the town of Wexford, and no counterbalancing advan-

tage at all to the towns on the other line ?—Exactly so.

2849. Supposing his plan to be carried out?—Supposing his plan to be car

ried out ; but I look on it as quite impossible that his plan could be carried out

as regards Wexford.

2850. One of the suggestions of Mr. Fletcher was, that the trains should

leave Waterford at seven o'clock in the evening ?—I do not think he quite fixed

that hour ; but I think seven was mentioned.

2851. That would be earlier than it leaves now?—It would be earlier than the

•present dispatch ; I think he afterwards suggested it might be later than that ;

in fact, the great object was to effect a dispatch from Waterford which would •

enable the company from Kilkenny to Carlow to run over their line not at a late

hour at night.

2852. With reference to the transmission of the post between Clonmel and

Kilkenny, there was a statement made here by Mr. Wilson Kennedy, that a letter

leaves Clonmel at half-past eight in the evening, goes to Goold's Cross by a one-

horse car, thence to Dublin by rail, down again, and is delivered at Kilkenny at

12 o'clock the next day; the distance between Clonmel and Kilkenny being 31

English miles ; is that correct ?—No ; the statement made by the witness has

been repeated in the newspapers in Ireland.

2853. In what respect is it incorrect?—The letter, instead of going up to

Dublin and coming down from Dublin to Kilkenny, arrives at Kilkenny at a very

early hour, and goes out for delivery at seven o'clock ; so that a letter posted at

Clonmel, and leaving that town by the mail at 8.45 p.m. on Monday, is delivered

in Kilkenny by the letter-carrier at 7 a.m.

2854. By what route :—By Thurles.

2855. Chairman.] As to Waterford ; the mail from Dublin arrives at about

five o'clock in the morning ?—At 4.45 in the morning.

2856. And the delivery commences when ?—At seven.

2857. And the correspondence from Limerick, Clonmel, and so on, comes in

at a later hour ?—Yes.

2858. And there is a second delivery in the morning ?—The letters so arriving

are so sent out by the second delivery.

28,59. I think you stated in your examination to-day that there was no incon

venience in a second delivery to merchants, and that they rather desired it r—

I stated that second arrivals of mails were very much desired by merchants.

2860. Second arrivals ; that is, the night and day arrivals, but not two morning

arrivals, surely ?—Yes.

2S6 1 . Take the present case ; do you think it is more convenient for merchants

to have their correspondence from Dublin delivered an hour before their corre

spondence from Cork and Limerick ?—That depends upon which way you look at

it. I think it is more convenient to merchants to have their Dublin letters

delivered before tlieir Cork letters, than to have them detained for their Cork

letters ; but I think it would be also much more convenient to them to have their

Cork letters delivered as early as their Dublin letters, if that could be done. If

ihe arrival is necessarily a late arrival, merchants would sooner have those letters

0.62. z 3 which
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Esq. which can be delivered earlier, so delivered, than to have them detained and

delivered with the second arrival.

23 July 1855. 2862. The object of my question is of course to elicit an explanation of what

your evidence is intended to convey ; I think you stated to-day that it was rather

to be desired by merchants that there should be two arrivals and two deliveries

of mails ?—I did not mean to say that merchants would not sooner have the

identical letters which come in the afternoon brought to them in the moruing ;

if it were practicable, of course they would desire it ; of course if a merchant, or

any person else, could «et a letter which is now delivered by the day mail

delivered to him in the morning, he would prefer it ; but he would prefer having

the letter delivered by the second delivery by the day mail, to having it detained

to the next morning delivery.

2863. Let us confine ourselves to a case which actually does arise in Water-

ford ; do you consider that a merchant would prefer having things as they are

at present with regard to the arrival of the Dublin letters, and with regard to the

Clonmel, Cork, and Limerick letters?—Certainly not.

2864. Then they do desire to have the delivery of two mails at the same time?

—They certainly desire to have their Cork letters delivered with their Dublin

letters in the morning.

2865. Do not you think that the delivery of the Clonmel, Limerick, and Cork

mail at Waterford at the same time as the Dublin mail is quite practicable •—

Quite practicable as regards the possibility of doing it ; but not practicable as

regards the proposed expense of doing it.

28( 6. Let as leave out the question of expense for one moment ; it is quite

practicable by the use of the railway to accomplish that object ?—I do not think

I can answer that question without reference to expense.

2867. Surely you can answer as to the practicability of it ; could not you say

it was possible ; suppose a railway company said, " we will give you the use of

the railway for nothing " ; then the question of expense would not arise ?—In

that case of course we could do it.

2868. Then there is a possibility of your doing this by the use of the rail

way ?— Certainly there is, and we should do it if the company would carry it

for nothing.

2869. What time does the mail take going from Clonmel to Waterford by

the present mode of conveyance ?—Three hours and 53 minutes.

2870. Can you inform the Committee what time the railway takes to perform

the same journey?—One hour and 15 minutes.

2871. Then there are two hours and a half or more difference between the

time occupied by the railway and by your postal conveyance ?—Including the

time that we should take in conveying mails from the stations to the post-office,

there might be two hours and ten minutes.

2872. Those two hours and ten minutes would enable you to give an hour

earlier arrival at Waterford, and an hour later dispatch from Clonmel, or two

hours earlier arrival at Waterford, if it were necessary?—The alteration in the

dispatch from Clonmel would not be of any consequence.

2873. The f'act is> is it n°t> that there would be two hours saving of time by

the use of the railway from Clonmel to Waterford ?—The journey would be

done in two hours less time.

2874. And by that means the arrival of the Clonmel mail could take place in

Waterford so as to have the delivery at the same time with the Dublin mail ?—

Yes ; that same fact has been admitted and stated in evidence by me in answer

to questions from the Committee already ; if a night-mail train from Limerick

to Waterford were used, the letters from Limerick, Cork, and Clonmel would

reach Waterford in time to be delivered together with the Dublin letters.
287.5. Besides saving the second delivery in the morning at Wraterford of

those letters, it would accommodate the bye-post served from Waterford without

occasioning the delay which occurs at present by keeping the Dublin correspon

dence waiting for the Cork, or dispatching the Dublin without the Cork?—It

would not so benefit one of the sub offices under Waterford, which receives the

greatest number of letters ; but it would so benefit most of the other sub-offices;

it would not so benefit Tramoie, but it would so benefit Dunmore.

2876. Why would not it benefit Tramore?—Because we are obliged to use

trains at the hours at which they run for the passenger traffic.

2877. Is there not a train that leaves earlier, so as to take out the Dublin

correspondence
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correspondence to Tramore at present without waiting for the Cork?—I do not A. Trollope,E^f

think there is such a train through summer and winter. >

2878. Mr. Grogan.} What is the present mail train from Waterford in the 23 July

morning?—There is a train now running in the week days at 6.45 a.m.

2879. That could take the Dublin letters now?—It could do so ; I presume

that train does not run through the whole year; I do not know how that is.

What I mean to explain to the Committee is, that we should not have the power

of altering the dispatch of the mails to Tramore as we have the power of altering

the dispatch of the mails to Dunmore and Passage and other towns, because we

must take the time of the trains as fixed by the company.

2880. Chairman.] What is the hour of the dispatch of the mails to Tramore?

It appears to be 8.40 by the bills.

2881. Do you personally know the hour at which the mail is dispatched from,

Waterford to Tramore ?—I do not know beyond the statement of the time-table.

2882. With regard to the dispatch from Waterford to Clonmei, it is now at

4.30, I believe ?—It is.

2883. Of course, that car takes the same time going to Clonmei as the car

does coming from Clonmei to Waterford 'I—Yes.

2884. It arrives at the post-office at a quarter before nine ?—It arrives at

8.23 p.m.

2885. And the delivery takes place at the post-office to those persons who go

to the post-office at a quarter before nine ?—Yes.

2886. And since the Committee commenced its sitting you have extended the

time for the delivery at the post-office from 9 until 10?—Yes.

2887. I suppose the Post-office considered that really there was a case made

out against them upon that point?—The rule in that case is, that all post-offices

shall be kept open till 10 p.m. ; that is the general time or hour named, unless

there be some peculiar reason why the rule should be departed from ; and it is

in accordance with that general rule that the order was given.

2888. Mr. GroganJ] When was the rule made?— More than 10 years ago;

more than 15, I should imagine.

2889. Chairman .] Why was not it applied to Clonmei before now ?— I am not

prepared to say why the office was not kept open immediately previous to this ;

some time ago, I presume, there was no necessity for it.

2890. Perhaps you are going back to the time of mail-coaches, before the rail

way ?—The hours of the mails have been altered very much in and out of Clonmei,

from different circumstances ; it can be easily understood that when the departure

from Clonmei of the night mail was earlier than it at present is, say at 7.45

instead of 8.45, there would then have been time for such a delivery after the

dispatch of the mail, and before nine.

2891. You say the use of the railway would give you two hours more time

for the dispatch at Waterford, or for the arrival at Clonmei ; would not that be

a great accommodation to the public, whether it was effected either at Waterford

or Clonmei, or at both places ; would it not, for example, be a great convenience

to Waterford if the time of the dispatch of the Clonmei letters were later ?—

No, it would not be a great convenience.

2892. Why not ?—I can hardly say why it would not ; a dispatch at 6.40 instead

of 4.40 of bye correspondence from such a town as Waterford is not a great

advantage ; in the first place, the number of letters so to be dispatched is small ;

and in the next place, business hours are for most purposes over.

2893. I think you stated in your evidence, on a former day, that there was

very great intercourse between Waterford and Clonmei ?—I am prepared to

state so.

2894. The only time which they have at present, and the only mode they

have at present for a direct postal communication between the two towns is this

dispatch at 4.30 in the afternoon ?—It is.

2895. Do not you think that a later dispatch, giving another hour or two for the

correspondence, would be a great convenience t—It all depends upon the mean

ing of the word " great ;" if it could be done at a trifling expense, I should

be prepared, if Waterford were my district, to recommend the Postmaster-general

to do it ; if the expense was great, I should say I should not recommend it ; I do

not think it would be a great advantage.

0.62. z 4 2896. If
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A. Trollope, Esq. 2896. If the merchants themselves at Waterford, and if the public of Water-

N—_ ford, and the merchants and public at Cloumel, think otherwise, do not you

23 July 1855. think that their opinion, founded upon their knowledge of their own con

venience, ought to have great weight as against your own speculative opinion ?

—I think their opinion should have some weight, but I do not think my own

opinion is a speculative opinion.

2897. Must it not be a speculative opinion, as compared with their practical

knowledge of their own convenience ?—I think not ; because my attention,

during almost all my life, has been peculiarly drawn to postal matters, and it

has been my peculiar duty to do what I can to improve postal accommodation ;

and therefore I think my own opinion as to what would improve the town is not

a speculative opinion.

2898. Do you mean to say that the merchants of Waterford do not understand"

their own business better than you can by possibility, without having the same

practical knowledge of their business which they have themselves?—If one

man wanted to post a letter at six o'clock instead of five, he would probably

think that he received a great advantage by being able to do so ; but if the com

munity only looked at his want, they would think it was a very small advantage.

2899. Is it the fact that there is only one individual in Clonmel, and only one

individual in Waterford, to double the number you put ; if it were the case, as

you put it, that there was only one individual in Waterford, and one in Clonmel,

who would be convenienced by this change, would there be memorials and

deputations to the Lord Lieutenant and to the Postmaster-general upon the

subject ?—There might be such deputations, if a company in which they were

interested were to receive 6,000 /. for carrying that letter.

2900. Do you desire to convey to the Committee the impression that all the

efforts that have been making in Waterford and Clonmel for some time past,

have not been at all for the public convenience, but merely for the benefit of the

railway ?—No, I do not wish to do that at all.

2901. Do not you think your former answer would tend to leave that impres

sion upon the Committee ?—I hope it will not have that effect : but I think it is

very natural that men should have a bias in their minds, and that without any

, intention of misrepresentation upon a subject, and that they should be led to

wish for one object, when their reason for wishing it is connected with another

object.

2902. Then I understand that if your former answer left that impression you

wish to withdraw it ? — I do not wish to withdraw the words I used.

2003. But your words I fear will convey that insinuation to the public ?—

I certainly intended to make no insinuation against any one.

2904. Did you get any official knowledge of those memorials which were sent

to the Post-office upon the subject ?—I know there are such memorials.

2905. Do you know the contents of those memorials ?—I cannot say that I

know them verbally.

2906. Are you aware that one of the facts stated in those memorials was this

very complaint, that there was an early dispatch, which was found an inconvenient

one ?—Yes, I am aware of that.

2907. Independent of the inconvenience which I assume there is to the public

from this early dispatch of the Clonmel mail from Waterford, is there not some

inconvenience from that suffered by the bye-posts ?—There is.

2908. Would not all those inconveniences be remedied by the use of the rail

way to Clonmel ?—The bye-posts which now send letters to Cork, so that they

arrive at that place by the day mail in the afternoon, would send those letters

so that, they should arrive in Cork for the first delivery in the morning.

2909. That would be some convenience, of course ?—It would be some con

venience.

2910. Now we will go to Clonmel ; by the present mode of conveyance there

is a very early dispatch of the mail irom Clonmel to Waterford ?—A very early

dispatch ; so early that it is tantamount to a very late dispatch ; it is a night

dispatch.

2911. It might be as well at 10 o'clock at night?—A dispatch at 10 o'clock

at night would be perhaps not just as good, because at present a man posting a

letter at 1 1 o'clock at night, in answer to one which he had received at nine, has-

a delivery of his letter the next morning in Waterford, and if the dispatch were

at 10 o'clock he could not so post the answer.

2912. Even
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291 2. Even in that case he must go to the post-office to see if there is a letter A. Troilope, .

for him 1—He must go or send to the post-office window for that letter. /

2913. I think you have stated already with regard to a day-mail to Limerick, 23 -My 1855.

that an advantage would be derived by the use of the railway instead of the

present conveyance by Goold's Cross, with regard to Cahir, Clonmel and Tipperary ?

—Yes, I did; I stated that so much additional time would be gained by those

towns.

2914. Supposing the railway were used instead of the present mode of con

veyance from Waterford, could there not be a later dispatch from Waterford

and an earlier delivery at Clonmel, so as to save the post-office from keeping

open till 10 o'clock, and in fact to afford a delivery through the town ?—If there

were a despatch by railway at 5.30 in the evening from Waterford, those letters

would reach Clenmel in time to be delivered by the carrier the same evening

through the town.

291 5. Would not that be a great convenience :—It would.

2916. I think you stated in your former evidence also, that before the railways

were opened there were two mails in the 24 hours passing between Waterford

and Clonmel?— There were two mails in the 24 hours passing between Water-

ford and Clonmel.

2917. And now there is but one?'—And now there is but one.

2918. And that, as it appears, at an inconvenient time of dispatch from

Clonmel and from Waterford, and at an inconvenient time of delivery at both

places ?—I would hardly say that ; but there is but one instead of two.

2019. Have you any knowledge, except that which you have derived from

hearing the witnesses here, as to the use of other modes of communication than

the Post-office affords ; I mean by parcels, by railway and by car?—No, I have

no knowledge of it other than what I have heard in the Committee in this pecu

liar locality ; but I am certain that some amount of communication of that kind

takes place in all districts.

2920. 1 think you stated that the Portlaw service was so well performed that

it could not be possibly better ?—I think I said it was so well performed that the

use of the railway could not improve it.

2921. Then it can be improved without the use of the railway; are we to

understand that ?—If we were to run a direct mail-coach into Portlaw from '

Mullinavat with the day mail, the mail-coach would go quicker than the foot

messengers go, and we should improve it certainly.

2922. Is there no other way of improving it than by a mail-coach-—Mr.

Malcomson does not seem to like a mail-car; I do not know of any other

means.

2923. Did he apply his dislike of the mail-car to that particular route ?—

I understood Mr. Malcomson to object to such mail-cars as are used in the

South of Ireland.

29'_'4. Do not you think that the communication to Portlaw would be improved

by the use of a one-horse car, that is supposing it were a good one, from Mul

linavat to Portlaw and to Carrick ?—It would.

2925. Then it is possible to improve the communication without using a mail-

coach ?—It is possible to improve the communication by using a mail-car for

the day mail in the same way as we do for the night mail ; I should not be pre

pared to say that it was impossible to improve any communication in the whole

kingdom.

2926. Do not you think that your former answer conveyed the impression

that Portlaw was so well served that it could not be possibly better served ?—

The impression which I intended to convey was this, that Portlaw receiving a

very small number of letters, and having been till lately served once a day by

an inconvenient mail, had now two mails running to it at very convenient

hours.

2927. If your answer is that Portlaw is much better served than it was before,

I do not think I need ask another question upon the subject ; but when you

conveyed the impression that Portlaw was so well served that it could not be

better seved, that induced me to ask the question? —It is as well served as it

could posibly be, taking into account the nature of the correspondence and the

amount f its revenue.

2928. Viscount Monck.] Do not you think that it is much better served than

the majority of similar places in England, Ireland and Scotland ?—Much better

served.

0.62. A A 2929. Chairman.']
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A. Trollope, Esq. 2929. Chairman.'] What is the class of foot messenger conveying the corre-

-^ • spondence of Portlaw, Mullinavat and Carrick?—I cannot say; I think it is

23 July 1855. conveyed by a messenger appointed by Mr. Malcomson.

2030. Is it any part of your duty to inspect those messengers or runners?—

In my own district it is.

2931. Who inspects them in Waterford ?—If a man did not keep his time, it

would be Mr. Kendrick's duty to see that he was removed. I cannot say that

Mr. Kendrick inspects the men. The postmaster of the town at which he lives

should complain if he is late.

2932. In fact you are not able to say as well as Mr. Kendrick could say, if he

were here, how that postal service is performed ?—I think I am as able as Mr.

Kendrick would be, because if you were to ask me about any messenger in my

own district, presuming that no complaint had reached me about him, I probably

could not say what sort of man he was. Mr. Malcomson made no complaint as

to late arrival of the foot messenger.

2933. Viscount MoncJc.~\ It is no part of the duty of the surveyor to see those

messengers, unless some complaint is made as to want of punctuality ?—As I

have before stated, it is not. When we make periodical surveys of towns we

inquire into the competency of all the people employed.

2934. Chairman.'] Who has the appointment of those messengers ? —The Trea

sury has the appointment.

2935. Then they are Government officers?—Yes; they are appointed by

Members of Parliament generally.

2936. You never heard of any one of them being appointed by my inter

ference ?—I should not call it an interference ; when the Members do not make

the appointments, the surveyors generally make them.

2937. But you cannot say of your own knowledge that a Member made that

particular appointment?—Certainly not.

2938. For aught you know, in fact, this man might be an old woman?—I

should not say that a man might be an old woman.

2939. But this messenger that you speak of might be an old woman ; a sugges

tion of that sort has been made ?—I think that was an allegorical statement.

2940. You know so little about this matter of which you are giving evidence,

that you cannot tell whether the foot messenger is a man or a woman, or a boy

or a girl ?—I am certainly not able to state what the foot messenger is, but it is

not from any want of knowledge of the district that I am not able to do so; if

it had been necessary to prove that, probably the best person to have summoned

would have been the postmaster of Portlaw ; I should be sorry to induce the

Committee to understand that I could give information as to the sex of all the

people who carry bags in my own district; it would be impossible that I could

do so, or that any person in my position could do so ; no complaint was made of

late arrival at Portlaw; I think Mr. Malcomson said, that at one time it was a

boy, and that there was an old woman.

2941. Mr. F. Scully,~] Did not he write a letter to the Post-ofEce authorities

in Ireland, stating that he was anxious to get a car instead of a foot messenger ?

—I dare say he did ; but if Mr. Malcomson makes complaint of the unfitness of

any foot messenger, I undertake to say that it would be attended to ; I do not

mean to say the man should be changed, because it would be very hard if we

were to change all the messengers upon a complaint being made of them, but

an inquiry would be instituted into the circumstances.

2942. Did not he make a complaint of time being lost ?—I do not think he

made any complaint of the time not being kept by the foot messenger ; I have

no doubt he complained of the messenger being a long time coming, and that a

car would come quicker. It was not, however, a complaint made against the

foot messenger, but as to the means of conveyance ; this man to whom. Mr.

Malcomson alludes only came from Fiddown.

2943. Chairman] He is in connexion with another man who comes from

Mullinavat to Fiddown ?—Yes, he is allowed one hour coming from Fiddown to

Portlaw.

2944. The illustration of the letter Y, of which you spoke, will answer the

purpose here ; there is a postal messenger leaves the station at Mullinavat and

comes to Fiddown 1—Yes.

2945. And he meets two messengers there to whom he gives the bags, one

for
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for Carrick, and one for Portlaw, just making the letter Y we were talking

about ?—Yes.

2946. Can you tell what is the time allowed by the Post-office for the per- 23 July 1855.

formance of that duty by the Mullinavat man ; what time is he allowed to bring

those bags from Mullinavat to Fiddown ?—Two hours and 25 minutes.

2947. What is the distance:—I believe the distance to be 8 J miles, but I do

not speak positively.

2948. From Fiddown to Portlaw, what is allowed ?—One hour.

2949. Then three hours and 25 minutes is allowed for the whole distance ?—

Three hours and 25 minutes is allowed ; there has been a change lately ; it did

come by Dunkit very lately ; it now comes from Mullinavat. I believe I have

given the hours correctly.

2950. Do you suppose they keep that time the whole year through ?—I do.

2951. The whole year, summer and winter?—The whole year, summer and

winter ; the Irish messengers keep their time very accurately. I do not mean to

say he has never been late any one day, but as a rule 1 believe the time is very

correct.

2952. You left the impression upon my mind (I do not know whether you did

upon the minds of other Members of the Committee) that the Post-office waited

until they received a complaint before they looked into any service that was per

formed, however incorrectly, by the Post-office servants ?•—If I left such an im

pression I made a great mistake. We have a time-bill mada out of every mail-

car daily, which comes to the surveyor every week; every day's time-bill is

checked by the surveyor's assistant, and therefore we check the arrivals and

departures of all mail-cars daily ; and there is also a time-bill kept of every

runner's or messenger's work, which is cliecked by the postmaster, and in the

event of there being delay and irregularity, then that is referred to the surveyor ;

the surveyor does not see the time-bills as to the bags carried by the foot mes

sengers unless there be irregularity.

2953. Mr. Liddell,~\ Does the local postmaster keep the time-bills of those

various messengers ?—Of the foot messengers the local postmaster keeps the

time-bill.

2954. Mr. F. Seully.~\ In this case was the messenger the son of the local

postmaster ?—No ; that was the man who carried the bag from Kilmacthomas.

295.5. Chairman^] I allude not only to the service by foot messengers, but to

the service generally, as to inconvenience felt by the public from the Post-office

arrangements generally ?—If you will refer to any particular kind of incon

venience, I can answer ; with reference to late arrivals of mails, I have stated that

we have time-bills every day.

2956. You say you do not wait for complaints from the public to remedy any

inconvenience ?—No.

2957. Then as to the hours of dispatch and delivery, do you wait for repre

sentations from the public as to the inconvenience of those hours, before you

attend to the matter :—No ; what we do is this : when any circumstance occurs

to alter the hours of the post, such as the opening of a line of railway, say from

Dublin to Maryborough, the surveyor, before the measure is carried out, has to

consider all the circumstances of the case, and to report to the Postmaster-

general what steps can be best taken for the accommodation of the public ; he

uses his best discretion, and if the proposed expense be not too high, the Post

master-general sanctions it, and then the measure is carried out.

29,58. How long was the inconvenience of having but a quarter of an hour

for the delivery of Waterford letters at Clonmel, and that at the post-office

window only, in existence, before the Post-office became aware of it ?—Some

considerable time ; two years perhaps.

2959. And they became aware of it only by means of the statements made

before tin's Committee ?—Yes : 1 am not prepared to say that the Post-office is

infallible, and that inconvenience cannot occur to the public in any instance

which the Post-office does not of itself remedy ; 1 only speak to what the prac

tice is.

2960. In this particular case, where the inconvenience existed for so long a

time, and in which they have now given five times the amount of time the public

had before, it did not come to the knowledge of the Post-office, until their atten

tion was awakened to it by the evidence before this Committee ?—So far from

0.62. A A 2 there
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A-, Trol(<jpe, Esq. there being any previous complaint of it, a complaint has been made to me by a.

gentleman, since the Committee sat, of the alteration which has now been made;

S3 July 1855. he has expressed to me hia great regret that we should have made the change.

2961. Mr. F. Scully.} On what ground?—I believe he grounded it upon the

fact that it would cause trouble to the persons employed in the Post-office.

2962. Did he give it as his opinion, that it would be beneficial to the per

sons in the town ?—He expressed to me his great regret that we had done it ;

that was Mr. Wilson Kennedy.

2963. Are any records kept in the post-offices in Ireland as to the arrangements

of the postmasters in their several offices ?—There is such a record kept in large

towns ; in Clonmel such a record is kept.

2964. Mr. Grogan.] Does that answer of yours apply to all the post towns?

No ; it depends upon the nature of the town, and upon the number of persons

employed ; if there is a regular staff of postmaster and clerks, such a record

is kept.

2965. Chairman.] Had this quarter-of-an-hour grievance at Clonmel been

made a subject of complaint, by memorial, before this Committee sat?—No.

2960. You did not see the memorials that were presented to the Postmaster-

general, and to the Lord Lieutenant, by the people of Clonmel and Waterford?

I do not think that any complaint was made, even in those memorials, of the

fact that only 15 minutes were allowed; but I do not speak with certainty.

2967. I am sorify to be obliged upon that subject to say that you have no

knowledge of the memorial?—Ido not pretend to have a knowledge of the memorial

2968. Then you cannot state whether this matter has been already complained

of to the Post-office by memorial ?—Inquiry has been made at the Post-office

whether such complaint existed, and we have found no trace of such com

plaint, and therefore we say it has not been made, but I have never read that

memorial.

2969. Mr. Grogan.] Then how could you say that you do not think the

particular point we are now inquiring into was contained in it?—Because I made

inquiry, and I could find no trace of such complaint ; if the point had been

brought forward I should probably have heard of it.

2970. You are not aware of the details of the memorials ?—I am not aware

verbally of the details of the memorials.

2971 . Are you aware of the purport of them generally ?—I should be sorry to

state in evidence that I am aware of the details ; I am aware of the general

facts.

2972. If you are not aware of it, how can you give an answer to a matter of

detail?— I can give an answer to the general effect.

29"3- How can you give an answer to a matter of detail contained in a

memorial as to the purport or details of which you profess ignorance?—I do not

profess to give such an answer.

2074. If I understand your former answer, you have said in reference to the

particular complaint as to its being kept open only a quarter of an hour, you did

not believe it was in the memorial ?—1 did say so.

2975. How can you give such an answer -with reference to a matter of detail

being or not being contained in a memorial upon the details of which you pro

fess an entire ignorance ?—Because I made an inquiry as to whether any such

complaint had been made to the Post-office, and though I do not mean to say it

is a positive fact that no such complaint has been made, I cannot ascertain that

there was any trace of such complaint, and therefore I say to the best of my

belief I do not think such complaint has been made in the memorial.

2976. Mr. F. Scully.] With respect to these memorials, before whom are they

laid ?—If it was a memorial merely as to the arrival and delay in Clonmel,

it would be immediately referred to the surveyor.

2977. If it was made to the Postmaster-general, to whom would it be referred

for investigation ?—It would probably go the surveyor, but that would depend upon

the circumstances connected with it ; it might not be necessary to send it to the

surveyor at all.

2978. Mr. Grogan.] Was it of their surveyor or the local postmaster that

you made inquiry as to the memorial ?—I did not make inquiry as to the purport

of the memorial at all.

2979. I understood you to say, in an answer which you gave a short time ago

as to the quarter-of-an-hour, that though you had not yourself seen the memorial

and
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and were ignorant of its details, still you had made inquiry at the Post-office, and A.

that, in consequence of the answer you had received, you did not think that

 

particular grievance was alluded to in the memorial ; from whom did you make «3 July 1855.

the inquiry which led you to form that opinion ?—I should explain to the Com

mittee, that I do not know even what memorial they are alluding to. I did not

intend to say to the Committee that I had inquired into the contents of any

memorial ; though I am aware that memorials have been sent from Clonmel and

from different parts of the South of Ireland for greater postal accommodation, I

am not aware of any express memorial.

2980. Then to what did you refer in your answers ?—I referred to the fact,

that inquiries were made at the Post-office as to whether there were any traces of

complaints.

2981 . Of this particular fact ?—Of this particular fact.

2982. From whom at the Post-office were the inquiries made ?—We searched

for papers upon the subject.

2983. Where?—In London, and I also wrote to the Secretary's office in

Dublin for information upon the subject.

2984. The answer you got from Dublin went only to this, that there was no

evidence of such complaint ?—I got an answer from Dublin, to say that there

•was no record there of any complaint having been made upon the subject, and I

learnt that no trace of any complaint upon the subject was to be found in Lon

don ; but in making my inquiry I made no allusion to any memorial.

2985. Viscount MonckJ] There is no allusion to that particular point in the

memorial ?—I am aware that if a memorial contained such a point as that, the

;point would have been referred to separately from the rest of the gist of the

memorial. Perhaps you will allow the fact to appear in the evidence, that that

point is not referred to in the memorial, because otherwise it will be collected from

the evidence that it is in the memorial.

2986. I have not yet seen any memorial in which it is made a ground of com

plaint ?—I think it should appear in the evidence that there is no ground for

flaying that the Post-office has neglected such a ground of complaint.

2987. I understood the last answer which you made to Mr. Grogan to be to

this effect, that in the Post-office records are kept of all complaints from the

•several districts with regard to postal arrangements ?—A register is kept of all

papers, complaints, and other things.

2988. In that register you have yourself searched for this particular

grievance of a quarter-of-an-hour being too short a time for the delivery at the

post-office in Clonmel?—Yes.

2989. And you have found no trace of such complaint having been made ?—

I have found no trace of such complaint having been made ; and upon reference

to the Dublin office I was informed by letter from thence that no such complaints

•can be found on record there.

2990. Mr. F. Scully.'] You have not seen the memorials yourself?—I have

•not.

299 1 . To whom would the memorials be referred ?—That depends upon what

is in the memorial.

2992. Do all the memorials go over to the Post-office authorities in England ?

—If any complaint was made as to non-delivery at any town, it would go imme-

•diately to the surveyor ; but if a memorial was presented to the Postmaster-

general, praying him to use a certain railway at a certain expense, it might not

go to the surveyor.

2993. Have you seen a memorial complaining that the arrival of the mail in

Clonmel is so late in the evening, that there can be no delivery till the next

•morning ?—No.

2994. To whom would a memorial of that kind be referred inlreland?—I am not

aware that there is any such memorial ; if there be any such memorial, it would

;be referred to the surveyor of the district, and the ground of complaint, I have

no doubt, would be remedied.

2995- Was any memorial forwarded to Lord Canning a few months ago ?

—I cannot deny that such a complaint has been made. I merely state the facts

within my knowledge.

2996. Chairman7\ This inconvenience has existed for a long time, according

to your own statement, and the Post-office took no trouble to remedy the incon

venience till after this Committee sat; and then the mode in which they remedied

0.62. A A 3 the
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A. Trollope, Esq. the inconvenience was to extend the time from a quarter of an hour to an hour

and a quarter?—Exactly.

33 July 1855, 2097. Of course you are not accountable for their not having taken any notice

of the memorials, and not having referred them to you. Now, with regard to

the 900 /. revenue which you say is obtained from letters which would come by

the day mail as proposed, does that include the letters coming and going? As.

to the day mailf rom Dublin, it only includes the letters coming to Cahir, Clonmel,

Carrick and Pilltown.

2998. Not the letters going back by the return day mail ?—Not the letters

going back by the return day mail. With regard to the other letters, such as

the letters from Cork to Waterford, or from Waterford to Cork, it includes both.

2999. But it does not include return letters from Clonmel ?—No ; our habit i&

only to take the letters one way, because otherwise we should count the letters

twice over.

3000. When you state the cost of 1,022 /.„ is that the cost both ways, both

going and coming ?—That is the whole cost.

300 /. Both the cost of the mail going to Waterford and coming from Water-

ford :—The whole cost of the mail going both ways.

3002. But you only take into account half the correspondence ?—I have taken

into account a great deal more than half the correspondence.

3003. Not the correspondence both ways ?—All the correspondence both in

and out of Limerick that would be benefited.

3004. From Cloninel to Waierford, or from Waterford to Clonmel ?—Yes ;.

I have taken into consideration all the letters which would be benefited from

Clonmel to Waterford and from Waterford to Clonmel both ways.

3005. I thought you stated just now that it was not your practice to take into-

account more than the one receipt of letters ?—We have taken into consideration

all letters which would gain both ways, that is, which would gain an entirely

new circulation, but we have not taken into consideration those letters which,

would only gain an hour's increase of acceleration both ways ; those which

would gain an entire new day circulation we have taken in both ways.

3006. How do you make out that 900 /. revenue?—We have taken letters

going by the day mail from Dublin, and other places, to Cahir, Clonmel,

Carrick and Pilltown, which are all towns which would receive an accelerated

mail ; then we have taken into consideration all letters from Cork, from Mallow,

from Buttevant, from Charleville, from Kilmallock, from Tipperary, from Cahir,

from Clonmel, from Carrick-on-Suir, from Waterford, from Pallas Green, from

Limerick, from Thomastown, from Kilkenny, from Athy, from Carlow, and from

Ross, which would be accelerated by the use of the proposed day-mail train. I have

taken all the letters which could fall into such a circulation going in both directions;

I have taken all letters posted, for instance, from Clonmel for the town of Water-

ford, for the town of Limerick, and for the town of Cork ; I have taken them

both ways going from Clonmel ; then I have taken those going from Waterford

to Clonmel and Limerick ; and therefore of course, if I have taken them from
Clonmel to Waterford, and from Wrateribrd to Clonmel, I have taken them both

ways.

3007. I understood you to say that the 900 /. included only the amount of

correspondence going one way, and not the return correspondence going the

other way ?—I think I said, or intended to say, that it included all the corre

spondence going by the Dublin day mail in one way only for the towns of Cahir,

Clonmel, Carrick and Pilltown.

3008. Mr. F. Scully.] Would Tipperary be benefited?—It would be benefited

only half an hour, and that amount of benefit would in point of fact be nothing

to Tipperary.

3009. Chairman.] Then that 900 /. actually includes the whole of the corre

spondence going to and from all those places?—It includes the correspondence

going to and from all those towns which I have named, the correspondence cir

culating between each other; but it does not include the correspondence going

to Dublin.

3010. With reference to the cost of 1,022/., what number of miles do you

make out ?—Mr. Page will give evidence as to the cost of the railways, that

being under his control ; 9 (L a mile is the cost for the distance from limerick

to



ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 191

 

1o Waterford, deducting the present sum which is paid between the junction and A.

Limerick, which I believe is Is. a mile.

30 1 1 . I think you said in your evidence that some one had stated to the Com- 23 July 1855.

tnittee that there was an improper contract from Goold's Cross to Clonmel, last

winter ?—I said there was no such improper contract last winter ; I said I con

ceived that an erroneous statement had been made to the effect that there was

such a contract last winter, but the contractor to whom allusion was made, held

his contract only from the 21st of February 1853 to the 5th of October 1853.

3012. Who made that statement, that there was an improper contract from

-Goold's Cross to Clonmel ?—I think it was made before the Committee.

30 13. You cannot say who made it?—I think Mr. Scully stated it as his

opinion that it was so last winter.

3014. I ask this question, because as I understood the answer which you

gave to the question, there would be an impression left upon the minds of the

Committee and upon the rninds of the public, that it was alleged by some one

in evidence here, that there was an improper contract from Goold's Cross to

Clonmel last winter ; whereas, as far as I can remember, I do not think there

was any such statement made?— It was certainly said that the two accidents

alluded to, and by the effect of both of which the mails were left either upon

the road or in a field, occurred within the last 18 months; that was certainly

stated before the Committee. It appears that of the two accidents referred to,

neither occurred within the last 18 months. I think it was also stated that the

mails were very irregular last winter, and it was conceived that those two

accidents were a part of that irregularity ; I think if the evidence be read, it

will be found that that is the inference to be drawn. Mr. Bianconi was the

contractor for both cars for the last winter ; a man of the name of Corcoran

was the contractor from the 21st of February 1853 to the 5th of October 1853,

and although at the time of the change, his tender for the service was the

lowest, he was not allowed to continue the contract, because of those accidents

to which reference has been made.

301 .5. Without at all throwing any blame upon the contractor, the impression,

tis I take it, of the evidence was this : that there was an unsuitable mode of con

veyance for such a length of way used by the Post-office, and that though the

contractor might have done the best he could with the sort of conveyance he

was bound to give, yet the public were inconvenienced by the Post-office making

a contract with any contractor for such a mode of conveyance ?—That was not

the impression left upon my mind ; and if that impression was left upon the

mind of the Committee, I think I may remove the impression so left upon their

minds ; because this contractor, who unfortunately held the contract for those

seven months, was very irregular, and the contractor who held the contract

before, namely, Mr. Bianconi, was not irregular, and the same contractor who

has held the contract since has not been irregular since.

3016. Mr. F. Scully.] But as to the irregularity ; you have given no evidence

as to whether the contractor was irregular or not last winter t—I can find no

record of such irregularity existing, but I immediately found a record of those

two instances referred to ; we found all the papers concerning it, that an inquiry

had been made, and that the matter had been gone into at very great length in

both instances.

3017. Are there any records of complaints of the time of arrival of the mail-

car in Clonmel for the last 12 months ?—I cannot find any ; but if no complaint

is made of any irregularity, and if the officers of the Post-office are not aware

of any such irregularity, it may be supposed that none such exist.

3018. Chairman.'] You stated in your evidence on a former day, that if one

irregularity occurred you were sure to hear of it ; but if there was a uniform

irregularity it was passed over as a matter of course, and there was no complaint

made of it ?—No ; I think hardly that. I said it would sometimes occur that a

continued irregularity existing, as the normal condition of the mail-car, would

not be complained of by the public, and that a regular car which might happen

to be late upon one particular day, might become the subject of complaint ; but

I did not say that such things always happen ; I say that such circumstances

may occur, and do occasionally occur.

3019. There is no record, or, at least, you have no record to which you can

refer, showing whether in this particular case, with regard to the car from.

<joold's Cross to Clonmel, the arrival is regular or not ?—It may be possible that

0.62. . , A A 4 such.



192 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

A. J^ollope, Esq. such a return can be given by the postmaster of Clonmel, but I cannot say that

——— he can do so.

23 July 1855. 3020. Suppose it was late half an hour every day for half a year, that is passed

by by the Post-office unless complaint is made by the public to the Post-office

authorities ?—Certainly not ; I have stated before that that cannot be the case,

because the time-bills of every car are examined from week to week ; in point of

fact, if a car were half an hour late, the time-bill would be sent by the next

post to the surveyor.

3021. Then there is a record of those delays kept?—Those time-bills are

not kept except where the cars are always irregular ; if a car is regular the time-

bill is not kept.

3022. Suppose there was irregularity in this case, nevertheless you cannot

tell whether there was or not?— 1 think there is very strong evidence that there

was not irregularity ; if there had been irregularity there would have been com

plaints ; the non-existence of complaints would seem to prove that there has

been no irregularity.

3023. But has there been any record kept to show that there have been those

irregularities, or that there have not ?—If there had been irregularities there

would be a record. It is possible that an accurate return may be made ; I should

not like to promise it of the arrival of all the mails at Clonmel.

3024. Can you tell whether there is a record or not?—A record could cer

tainly be given of such irregularity if any evil had resulted to Clonmel from

such irregularity, because the hours of dispatch of the letter-carriers at

Clonmel, from day to day, are stated, and if the arrival was so late as to prevent

the dispatch of the letter-carriers at the regular hour, that can be stated, because

the time of the dispatch of the letter-carriers every day is stated in a book.

3025. Can you state whether there have been irregularities in the arrival of

the cars there, or not ?—I cannot.

3026. Not from any records in the post-office?—No. In looking at the

documents in the post-office I find a record of those accidents stated by Mr.

Kennedy, but none others ; those two accidents, in one of which the driver was

drunk, and in the other of which the driver seems to have been physically unfit

for his work, and to have gone to sleep.

3027. Mr. F. Scully.~] Are you quite positive that no accident of a similar

nature has occurred since that time in the last twelve months ?—No, I cannot

say that I am positive that no accident has occurred ; I dare say delay occurred

during the snow.

3028. That the bags were left in the road, or anything similar to what

Mr. Kennedy stated in his evidence?—I think I may state, that no accident of

that description has occurred at all within the last 18 months ; I do not positively

state that. The peculiar circumstances alluded to by Mr. Kennedy, are detailed

so particularly in the papers in the post-office, that I am quite sure those were

the accidents to which Mr. Kennedy referred.

3029. Chairman.] Are the Committee to understand from your having ne

knowledge upon the subject, and from there being no record kept, that the

Goold's Cross car has been to time every day for a whole year past ?—I can only

state my belief that they have kept their time fairly, I cannot state of my OWD

knowledge that they have done so.

3030. And that there has been no delay of any kind during the whole year?

—I should be very sorry to say that ; I am sure that the snow gave cause for

delay.

3031. In fact you do not know of your own knowledge anything at all about

the matter ?—Yes, I do.

3032. What do you know ?—I know that there are no records of any delay.

3033. Mr. F. Scully.] Mr. Wilson Kennedy, in question 1273, was asked by

the Chairman, " Is it any loss to people to have their letters and money delayed

for 24 hours ?—I do not think that it is any advantage, especially with people

who have banking transactions ; it is not a very satisfactory thing I think.

Although during the snow the whole of the trains arrived regularly, yet for three

or four days there was no communication by that one-horse car, and I know on

one or two of those days the mails were in a cabin on the side of the road for 24

hours." I wish to know whether there was any record of that kept at the post-

office in Dublin ?— I cannot say what delay may have taken place during the

snow ; I have no doubt there are records of it.

3034. Could
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3034. Could we have those records by a return moved for in the House of A. Trollo

Commons?—Yes, I imagine so, if the Committee choose to ask for a return

of any such delay as that during the snow. 23 July 1855,

303.5. Giving the arrivals of the mails in Clonmel for the period, including

the snow, and before and after ?—I can only say, if the Committee will ask me

for it, I will do my best to furnish it as correctly as I can, taking the last

12 months.

3036. Chairman.] I think Mr. Hill stated that upon one occasion during the

last winter the mail by the Waterford and Limerick Railway was late, owing to

the snow •—There was one occasion on which, so I have been informed, and

I have made particular inquiry upon the subject, the day mail, which is con

veyed the whole way by railway, did not go into Limerick at all; and there was

no occasion during the winter on which the night mail, which is conveyed to

Limerick by coach from the junction, did not go into Limerick at all.

3037. You were able to discover one lapse during the winter by the railway,

but you could not discover whether there was one lapse in the mail from Goold's

Cross during the same time ?—That is not a fair inference, because I am ready

to admit that the mail-cars were more impeded than the railways were. I have

never said anything to the contrary.

3038. You are ahle to furnish the only one instance which occurred of a lapse

on the part of the railway, but are not able to furnish any one instance of a

lapse upon the part of the car ?—So far as the Limerick car is concerned I furnish

the information as I have it, but I admit it is notorious that the mail-cars over

Ireland were impeded by the snow.

3039. You search to find out if the railway was at fault, but not whether the

car was ?—It being the line of evidence of those witnesses who were summoned

by the Committee to prove that the mail-cars were impeded by the snow, it

becomes equally our line of evidence to show that the mail by railway was

impeded by the snow.

3040. You found out that the mail was in fault on one occasion ?—I have

found that on other occasions the railway between Mallow and Cork was blocked

up by the snow.

3041 . 1 am speaking of the Waterford and Limerick Railway. You have made

out this one case of the railway, but you cannot make out a case at all as against

the car ?— 1 do not deny a case against the car.

3042. How many cases?—I am not prepared to say; very probably there

may be some, but I doubt whether there was any case in which the night mail

did not get into Clonmel at all.

3043. Have you examined into that at all ?—No, I have not.

3044. But you have examined into the other?— I merely made inquiry.

304.5. You inquired about the railway, but you did not inquire about the car ?

—I think you are wrong in that ; I made inquiry as to Limerick, both as to

the mails which arrive by the coach and by railway ; the night mail arrives by

coach and the day mail by railway, and therefore the town of Limerick became a

fit town for making inquiry upon that subject, having one mail one way and one

mail the other : that was the reason why particular inquiry was made with

reference to Limerick.

3046. I think it is pretty clear that you inquired whether the railway was in

fault, and you found it was on one occasion, and you did not then inquire, or

did not discover that the car from Goold's Cross to Clonmel was in fault at all ?—

I cannot admit that ; the fact being, that Limerick receives two mails daily, one

by railway and one by coach ; I inquired as to the comparative regularity of

those mails into Limerick ; and I iound that the one by the coach reached

Limerick every day, and that the mails which arrived by the train failed to

reach on one day.

3047. Did you extend that inquiry to the mails to Goold's Cross?—No.

3048. Then you did not make inquiry as regards the car from Goold's Cross

to Cloumel ?—No ; I made no inquiry as to the amount of delay.

3049. Viscount Monck.] Because there was not the same means of comparison

between the railway and the car there :—Exactly.

3050. Mr. Grogan.] There would be no difficulty in instituting the inquiry?—

I imagine there can be no difficulty in giving the Committee a return showing

how far the mails into Clonmel were delayed by the snow.

3051. Chairman.] Why were there not the same means of making an inquiry

0.62. B B into
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A. Trollope, Esq. mt° this car as in the other case ?—I have not said that there were not the same

means.

'23 July 1855. 3°52- Have you not the same means of inquiry as to Goold'sCross as you have

with respect to Limerick ?—We have the same means of inquiry ; whether the

same means of satisfying that inquiry exist or not I am not quite prepared to

say ; the Limerick time-bills are all what we call mail-coach time-bills, and are

longer preserved than the mail-car time-bills.

3053. Must not inquiry precede comparison always ?—I have made no com

parison between Clonmel and Limerick ; I only wish to give the Committee, as

far as I am able, a comparison of the effect of coach communication and railway

communication into a town which receives both.

3054. Mr. F. Scully."} Are you aware of any stoppage on the Limerick and

"Waterford Railway from the junction to Clonmel ?—No.

3055. Did you discover any delays ?—I have not discovered any.

3056. Are you aware whether there was any interruption?—I have no know

ledge upon the subject.

3057. Mr. Grogan.] It has been stated in evidence here that the mnils from

Dublin to Clonmel were for several days unable to get to their destination, and

were preserved in some cabin, would such a matter as the non-arrival of the

mails at Clonmel be reported to the post-office ?—Certainly.

3058. And, I presume, would be the subject of special consideration by the

inspector?—Certainly, during the snow the inspectors' time was probably taken

up in remedying such evils as far as they could.

3059. Would letters and papers concerning that transaction be preserved for

any greater length of time in the Post-office than the ordinary time-bills?—I

am not aware that the time-bills would be preserved ; but papers connected with

the subject would be preserved.

3060. Consequently, is there any 'difficulty is ascertaining the fact?—I cannot

say what record there may be. If the surveyor, as might be very likely the

case, happened to be at Clonmel at the time, there would be no such record;

he would take all necessary steps to remedy the evil, and there would be no record

kept of it.

3061. You have informed us that the circumstances attending the two acci

dents, as the word has been used, meaning thereby the loss of the mail in one

instance, and the mail coming in, in the second, without the driver, were

investigated by the inspector, and that the circumstances were easily accessible

the moment you made inquiry?—Immediately.

3062. Was that inquiry instituted at the time in consequence of the time-

bills, or of complaints of the parties, do you know? —It was instituted upon a

quicker cause than either. Complaint was immediately made to the surveyor

by the postmaster himself. Both the postmaster of Cashel and the postmaster

of Clonmol wrote to the surveyor upon the subject.

3063. Then there can be no doubt that those gentlemen must have written to

the surveyor on the non-arrival of the post by reason of the snow?—Delays in

consequence of snow are different from delays in consequence of fault. No

doubt if the surveyor was not there, (1 do not mean to say that he was,) a letter

would be written to him on each day that the mail was late ; but a great many

such letters are written during the snow; of course the snow is not anybodys

fault, and those letters would not, as a matter of course, be kept. In point of

fact, I last winter received a great many such letters, but I did not refer them to

the Postmaster-general, nor did I keep them ; when the snow was over they

were destroyed ; we did what we could to remedy the inconvenience, and then

destroyed the letters, which became very bulky.

3064. Do you consider that no effort on the part of the contractor to carry the

mails during the snow should be made, on the ground that he is not liable to it

by his contract, and that his non-attempt to do it is no person's fault ? —In some

cases it is utterly impossible for the contractor to do anything ; in other cases

the contractor may do a good deal, and does do a good deal ; and, no doubt, in

some cases the contractor could do more than he does do, and does do very

little, and it is doubtful whether we could enforce upon the contractor any

penalty for not carrying the mails through a road which might be said to he

fairly blocked up by the snow ; he contracts to carry the mails under certain

circumstances, and the circumstances being altogether changed, a question may

arise. This would be a question for the solicitor.

3065. Chairman.]
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3065. Chairman.'] Does not this afford an argument for the use of railways ?— 4 Tnllope, E«q.

It may form one of the arguments which may be adduced for using railways .

instead of one-horse cars ; there are many arguments. 23 July 1855.

3066. Would it be an improvement if, instead of one-horse cars, there were

two-horse cars in a long road, such as that, especially in winter ?—It would.

3007. They would overcome difficulties which one-horse cars could not over

come ?—They would travel faster.

3068. I think you said that some one had stated in evidence that there was a

sparing use of railway accommodation in the south of Ireland r—Yes.

3069. Who made use of that expression ?—I do not remember who used that

expression.

3070. From your evidence to-day, there was an impression left upon my mind

that some one wanted the Waterford and Limerick Railway to be used, and the

Great Southern and Western not to be used. I wish to know, if that, be so,

who made that statement?—Nobody ; it was stated by one of the witnesses that

an unfair advantage had been given to the railway company on the line from

Dublin to Cork, and that a large sum was paid to them, whereas half that sum

was refused to the company running from Waterford to Limerick. What I

wanted to explain was this, that the towns in question, Waterford, we will say,

and Clonmel, positively received more advantage from the use of the line from

Dublin to Cork, than they would do if the line from Limerick to Waterford were

used, and the line from Dublin to Cork were not used. I mean to say, that in

the use of that line, in preference to the other line, their convenience has been

consulted as much as the convenience of Cork has been consulted.

3071. I am not aware that any one attempted to prove in evidence here that it

would be an advantage to use the Waterford and Limerick Railway instead of

using the Great Southern and Western ?— It was attempted to prove the

advantage in this way, that if we paid a less sum to the Great Southern and

Western line it would enable us to use the Waterford and Limerick line ; it was

said that that railway was very unfairly treated.

307-2. I think you stated on a former day that the use of railways has been of

most important service in Ireland ?—Yes.

3073; If railways were used entirely, would not the service be greater ?—Yes.

3074. You stated in answer to some questions put by Mr. Wilson with regard

to the evidence of the coroner for Waterford, that he might get his letters sooner

at his office in Waterford than at Tramore ?—Yes.

3075. Did not it come out in his evidence that he was the coroner for the

county of Waterford ":—Yes.

3076. And that Tramore was his official residence as the coroner for the

county ?—It came out that Tramore was his residence.

3077. His official residence as coroner for the county of Waterford ?—I am

not aware of that ; it may be his official residence.

3078. Are you aware that the city of Waterford is not in the county of

Waterford ?—1 am.

3079. And that the coroner for the county of Waterford, residing in Water-

ford, would not be residing in his district ?—I am aware that the gentleman

stated that he thought he could reside in Waterford.

3080. You stated the time at which a letter may be dispatched from Kilmeaden

to Waterford ?—Yes.

308 1 . What time was that ?—A letter may be posted at Kilmeaden at 9.45 a.m.

3082. When is that delivered in Waterford ?—It arrives in Waterford at 11.5,

and is delivered at about half-past two in the afternoon.

3083. When does the mail go out from Waterford to Kilmeaden ?—At two.

3084. Then how could an answer to a letter not delivered till half-past two go

at two o'clock ?—I was speaking of the correspondence which the gentleman who

gave the evidence had with Kilmeaden, and he expressly stated that he sent to

the office for his letters. By sending to the office for his letters he could get

them, and answer them with great facility.

3085. You stated that he could do so .'—I did.

30^6. By sending to the office ?—Yes.

3087. Could he do that if he did not keep a box there ?—Yes.

3088. Are you quite sure that is the practice ?—Quite sure.

3089. Does everybody go to the office to look if there is a letter for him ?—

0.62. B B 2 No,
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A. Trollope, Esq. No, everybody does not ; but the gentleman in question said he was in the habit

of getting his letters from the office.

93 July 1855. 3090. What time would he have to answer a letter coming from Kilmeaden to

Waterford, supposing he sent ?—He might get his letter at half-past eleven, and

if he posted his letter at half-past one it would do ; that would be two hours.

309 1 . I think you stated, with regard to foot messengers, that they go 20 miles

a day in Ireland, and go but 16 miles in England ?—I did not state that they go

20 miles, as a rule, but I stated that in many cases they go 20 miles ; in this

instance the man does go 20 miles.

3092. What pay does he get for that ?— Eight shillings a week.

3093. What pay do they get in England for 16 miles?—That depends upon

the district in which they are ; they get different pay in different districts, but

generally from 12s. to 14*.

3094. Then they get considerably more than they do in Ireland ?—Consider

ably more.

309.5. Mr. Grogan.] Is 12 s. about the lowest rate of pay you give English

messengers?—No; we have English messengers at 10*. 6</. ; the whole rural

posts in England have been just revised, and in any place where the revision has

been carried out, I should think that any messenger going the full 16 miles

would get 12s.

3096. Viscount Monck.'] 1 think that the Post-office authorities, with regard

to this question, act just like any other employer of labour ; they are regulated

by the rate of wages in the district ?—Precisely so ; if we went upon any other

principle we should not get our work done.

3097. Mr. Liddell.] Do you find a great difficulty in filling up the vacancies

as they occur?—No, no difficulty ; but the Committee may, perhaps, remember

that I have already stated that I do not think the rate of pay of the rural

messengers in Ireland is high enough, and that I am about to bring the question

forward, with the object of increasing the pay to some extent.

3098. Chairman^ I think you stated, in your evidence to-day, that the accele

ration of the mails by trunk lines impedes the dispatch by the smaller portions !

—I say that it has a tendency to do so.

3099. Where does that happen in this district under our notice?—It has

happened in the circulation between Cork and Waterford.

3100. Between Cork and Waterford the dispatch of the mails is thrown back

by reason of the use of the trunk line from Dublin to Cork, is it not?—Before

the use of the railway a night mail leaving Cork in the evening used to arrive at

Waterford in time for the first delivery in the morning, and the acceleration of

the mails over the trunk lines from Dublin and Cork, and from Dublin and Water-

ford, has rendered the circulation less perfect, so that the arrival at Waterford is

in time only for the second delivery.

3101. Would not that be remedied by the use of the railway the entire way:

—It would.

3102. Mr. F. Scully.'] What is the time occupied by the railway from Water-

ford to Cork ?—It is two hours and 35 minutes to the junction and 2£ hours

for the rest ; under five hours.

3103. Chairman.'] You were asked some questions with regard to the Kinsale

case, which Mr. Heard gave evidence upon. Have you any record in the Post-

office, or have you referred to any record in the Post-office, of the delays which

occurred last winter in the conveyance of the mail there. Mr. Heard stated,

that on several occasions the mail was stopped owing to the snow, and there

being only a one-horse car provided ; that he himself, the contractor not being

in a position to provide a second horse, provided for the conveyance of the

mail ?— I did make inquiry into the fact, and I ascertained that Mr. Hoard's

statement was in some cases correct, and in some cases a little incorrect. I

think he stated that the mails were left without care at the half-way bouse ;

instead of that, they were left in the care of the postmistress ; it is true that

Mr. Heard sent a car for the mail, and brought the mail through the snow,

and that the Post-office paid him for that service, he having expended the money

in the first instance.

3104. Did he do so by using two horses instead of one?—I am not aware of

that ; 1 think he did it with only one horse.

3105. That makes it still stronger against the Post-office service ; if one horse

nrovided by a gentleman could do the service which one horse provided by the

Post-office
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Post-office could not do, there must be some deficiency in the horse provided by A. Trollepe, Esq.

the Post-office ?—It appeared that the postmaster of Kinsale had been only

recently appointed, and omitted to use the discretion which was vested in him. 23 July 1855.

3106. 1 think you stated to-day that if there was a day mail used where there

was no day mail at present, the letters sent by that day mail would be abstracted

from the night mail in the first working of it?—I said so.

3107. Are those calculations of an arbitrary character, or guess work, or have

you any given data for that statement r—It is not a calculation of an arbitrary

character to say that the mails which would come by the day mail are subtracted

from the night mail, because it is a matter of fact that they must be so. If you

post a letter from here to Clonmel, and there is no day mail to day, that letttr

will arrive to-morrow by the night mail; but if we put on a day mail, which car

ries it, of course that letter is taken from the night mail, and goes into Clonmel

by the day mail.

3108. But does it follow that there would be no new correspondence by the

day mail, if that day mail was established ?—No, I think I stated that \\e always

calculate that there will be some new correspondence.

3109. Then, in fact, experience is rather against speculation to the contrary?

—No, experience is not against speculation ; experience proves that the letters

do increase in time, but at first, suppose there are 100 letters go down by the

day mail, if there were no day mail those 100 letters would go down by the

night mail.

3110. 1 think you stated with regard to the case of Tralee, that a great deal

of the inconvenience stated by Mr. Herbert, arose from the bad state of the

road ?—Yes.

3111. Has not the Post-office the power to order the repair of those roads ?— '

The Post-office has the power to call upon the Board of Works to repair the

roads, but it is a slow process.

3112. And being slow, it would be slower if they did not begin soon to make

the call ?—Of course.

3113. With regard to letters from Waterford to Wexford, speaking of the

evidence of Mr. Fletcher, what is the time of dispatch now from \Vaterford to

Wexford ?—7.21. p.m.

3114. And how does, the mail go?—It goes to Thomastown, and from

Thomastown through Ross, to W'exford.

3115. When does it arrive in Wexford?—At 9.8. a.m.

3116. The following morning?—The following morning.

3117. When does the mail leave Wexford for Waterford?—At 3 p.m.

3118. Taking Ihe same route, I suppose?—Taking the same route, and

coming into Waterford in time for the early morning delivery the following day.

31 19. Mr. LiddelL] Is there no direct communication between Waterford and

Wexford ?—No.

3120. Chairman] There was a direct communication some time ago?—There

was a direct communication between Waterford and Wexford, running by Ross.

3121 . By means of a mail-coach ?—By means of a mail-coach.

3122. How long is it since that was taken away ?—About 10 years.

3123. As much as that?—Yes, it is as much as 10 years, at least I

imagine so.

3 1 24. Viscount Monck.~\ Can you tell the Committee what the arrangements

were by that line of communication, and what additional postal convenience was

afforded to the two towns ?—It was not nearly so good as at present ; the mail

left Waterford at a later hour, and got into Wexford at a later hour. The present

communication is much better.

3125. Chairman.] But is it much better than it might be?—It is not much

better than it might be.

3126. lAt.Liddell] Is it not fully three times the distance to go round by

Thomastown in order to go to Wexford ?—Not nearly three times, nor twice I

imagine, because you cannot go from Waterford to Wexford without going to

Ross; there is an estuary of the sea which runs up there ; you must go up as far

as Ross to get round.

3127. Chairman] If there was a more direct route than the present one to

Waterford, the mail could be dispatched much later from Wexford, and arrive

quite as early in Waterford f—No, not so ; I presume you mean to leave

Waterford in the morning.

0.62. B B 3 3128. Could
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A. Trollope, Esq. 3128. Could there not be an arrangement by which the mail could bedispatched much later from Wexford than it is at present, and arrive at Water-

as July 1855. ford quite as early as it does now, going through Ross t—If you had a direct

mail running during the night, of course there might.

3129. Mr. Grogan.\ You stated that Mr. Heard's evidence was in part cor

rect, and in part incorrect ; and that the incorrectness consisted in this, that

Mr. Heard had stated that the mails were left at Ballinhassig in charge of no

one ?—Yes.

3130. Whereas they were in charge of the Post-office ?—The postmistress.

(Questions and Answers 976, 977, and 978 were read.}

• 3131. After the evidence which has been just read to you of Mr. Heard, do

you see any reason to qualify or correct the answer which you just gave, in

which you stated that his evidence was incorrect?—If I stated positively that

Mr. Heard made an incorrect statement I have been wrong in so stating. May

I read the Questions 983 and 984, with the answers ? The question was, " Do

you mean the Committee to understand that for a portion of the six days the

mail-bags from Cork to Kinsale were lying in the office to take care of them

selves?" ; the answer is, " So I heard." The next question is, "There was no

person ostensibly in charge of them r—I believe not." Now I think the impres

sion to be derived from those questions and answers is, that those mails were

left at this place without any person to take charge of them, and my intention

was to make the Committee understand that such was not the case.

3131.* After the evidence that has just been read, do you see any reason to

correct or alter the answer you first gave ? — No, I do not.

313-2. Viscount Monck.~\ You have already stated that you do not mean to

impugn the truth of any of Mr. Heard's statements or his belief of them ?—

Certainly not ; I have not the slightest intention of doing so.

3133. Having heard Mr. Heard's evidence, and having had an opportunity of

seeing the impression that that evidence made upon the Committee, you were

desirous of removing what appeared to you to be an incorrect impression arising

from his evidence ?—Exactly so.

3134. Namely, that the bags were left without anyone in charge of them in

the halfway-house for two days ?—Exactly ; no doubt Mr. Heard behaved very

kindly by the Post-office, and no doubt he had reason to suppose that the mail

bags were left without charge.

313.5. Mr. Maguire.~\ As to the change which you said has taken place in

Dungarvan, what mails will be delivered by that second delivery :—Letters

which arrive from London and Dublin by the day mail, and Liverpool, and also

the letters which arrive from Waterford and from the north of Ireland.

3136. With respect to Youghal, Mr. O'Brien left the Committee under the

idea that the Youghal letters arrived in Dungarvan after the deliver)' had gone

out ?—Yes.

3137. Was he correct, in that?—He was correct in that as regards the letters

which go in the bags from Youghal to Waterford by that direct car ; bat he was

incorrect as regards the bulk of the correspondence between Youghal and Dun

garvan, because the bulk of that correspondence goes round by Cork and Goold's

Cross, and gets into Dungarvan in time for the first delivery ; that is to say, if a

letter was posted at Youghal at eight o'clock in the evening it would arrive ifl

Dungarvan too late for the first delivery, but if had been posted before five, it

would arrive in Dungarvan in time for the first delivery.

3138. At what time have the Post-office ordered the second delivery?—A&

soon us it can be effected after the arrival of this car at six.

3139. Have you added to the pay of the letter-carrier upon imposing addi

tional labour upon him ?—It is necessary to have the sanction of the Postmaster-

general for any additional pay. We ordered the surveyor to commence the

delivery at once, and to report upon what increased pay he would recommend.

I understand the pay will be 10s. a week instead of 7*.

3140. There is no doubt that the duties of the postmaster will be increased,

too, by that ?—No, the duties will be decreased of the postmaster, because the

delivery which takes place by the letter-carrier will save him from the trouble of

standing at his window and giving out the letters to people who call for them.

The letters in the town will now be delivered by carrier.

3141. But as to letters for the country r—Those will be delivered from the

window, hut the delivery of the country letters is not verv laborious, so that the

effect
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effect will be very trifling one way or the other ; if it is to be taken into account A- Troltope, Esq.

at all, it would rather decrease it ; it certainly is not heavier than it was.

3142. Whatever increase there is in the duties of the postmaster must con- *3 July 1855.

duce to the public advantage ?—Yes.

3143. 1 believe the duties of that postmaster have been very much increased,

have they not, within the last two or three years by the improvements carried

out by the Post-office ?—Certainly, they have been increased.

. 3144. Do not yon think, when there is a positive increase of duty, that there

should be an increase of payment ?—Not always ; in some towns we settle a rate

of salary which may be too high for the number of letters which are transmitted,

but which we think is only sufficient to get the services of a respectable person,

but we do not find it always necessary to increase the salary if the duties are

increased, and if those duties were very light before that.

3145. If the duties are increased twofold, is it not necessary to increase the

salary ?—Certainly ; but the duties at Dungarvan have not been increased two

fold. If, however, the postmaster of Dungarvan makes an application for an

increase of salary it will be a subject of inquiry, and will be forwarded to the

Post-office.

Veneris, 27° die Julii, 1855.
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Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in ; and further Examined.

3146. Viscount MonckJ] MR. ROWLAND HILL stated, in answer to a question A frollvos Esq

that was put to him, that he could give a return of the towns of this district L_

where the postal accommodation has been diminished by the recent establish- 27 July 1855.

ment and employment of these railways ; have you any observation to make

upon that?—Yes; on reading through Mr. Hill's evidence, it appeared that

though such a return was hardly promised, yet perhaps it may have been under

stood that it would be given. I may state that we can make no such return, in

point of fact, because, in point of fact, there is no town that has been so

injured. The only town that was named was Mitchelstown, which is a sub-post

under Mallow. We have only to state with regard to that, that though Mitchels

town has lost its day mail, it now receives a night mail, which leaves Dublin on

Monday night, at the same hour at which it heretofore received letters leaving

Dublin by the day mail on Monday morning; and therefore the loss of the day

mail has been no possible injury to Mitchelstown. Heretofore, the night mail

which left Dublin at seven in the evening, did not reach Mitchelstown till five

o'clock the next day ; whereas it now reaches Mitchelstown in time to have the

letters delivered at seven o'clock in the morning. Mitchelstown is a sub-office,

and therefore is not inserted in the map ; it is the only place which has been

named before the Committee as being injured ; that is why I name it.

3147. The correspondence with regard to which this return was promised

was the correspondence with Dublin ?— 1 think the return suggested was of the

towns injured in their correspondence by railway ; there is no town injured in

its correspondence.

3148. Mr. Liddell.] Do you mean, when you talk of its being injured in its

correspondence, that the correspondence is not so rapid as formerly ?—It was

stated that the postal accommodation of some towns was worse than it was

before the use of some railways, and Mr. Rowland Hill was required to put in

a return as to what towns were so injured ; we cannot say that any town is so

injured ; Mitchelatown did lose its day mail ; but, as I have stated, though

Mitchelstown has lost its day mail, all its correspondence comes as early, or much

earlier, than it did before it was discontinued.

0.62. BB4 3*49- Viscount
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4. 7Vo%*, Esq. 3149. Viscount Monck.~\ With reference to the complaint made as to closing

tlie post-office at Clonmel at nine o'clock, you were not able to say whether any

37 July 1855. complaint had been made upon that subject at your last examination ?—It was

suggested that a complaint had been made in a certain memorial which had

been sent up from the town of Clonmel to the Postmaster-general ; I stated

my impression that no such complaint had been made ; it seemed to be the

impression of the Committee that such a complaint had been made in this

memorial, which at the time I stated to the Committee I had not read;

I now wish to put in a copy of that memorial, in order to show that no

such complaint is in that memorial, and, therefore, that I was correct in

saying that no such complaint had been made (handing in tits same). If I

may be allowed, I also wish to state generally the result of inquiries I have

made since the last meeting of the Committee regarding the arrival of the car

from Goold's Cross at Clonmel ; I then stated that I had been informed that no

irregularity had taken place in the arrival of that car ; I felt very desirous, in

consequence of the contrary opinion entertained by some Members of the

Committee, that no possible doubt should remain upon that point, and

that the information 1 gave to the Committee should be strictly accurate :

I have, since the last meeting, written to Ireland, and it is due to the Committee

that 1 should mention the result. I find that the car which is dispatched from

Goold's Cross to Clonmel has arrived late in Clonmel for a period varying

from 10 to 20 minutes ; but this late arrival has in no way affected the town

of Clonmel, or in any way caused a later delivery of letters there than would

have taken place if the arrival had been regular. I have endeavoured to ascertain

the cause of this want of punctuality, and it appears, as far as 1 am able to

state at present, that it has arisen mainly from a want of sufficient time (or a

sufficient margin, as we call it, in Post-office arrangements) being allowed

between the arrival of the mail-train at Goold's Cross and the dispatch of the car ;

I may also state that the pace of this car as at present fixed is very fast, being

somewhat over eight miles an hour, and that therefore some few minutes have

been absolutely lost by the car on the road. I had hoped to be able to put in a

return showing the absolute hours of deliver}' at Clonmel both of the night and

day mail ; such a return has been furnished by the postmaster of Clonmel, but

it has been found absolutely necessary to return it to Ireland, irt order to make

it more efficient.

3150. Mr. F. Sadly.'] What period of time does that extend over?—From

the 1st of October last to the 30th of April last.

31.51. Can you give a return of the arrival of those mails for any subsequent

period ?—We took the time during which the greatest amount of irregularity

existed ; that return can be brought down in the same way to a later period,

indeed to any period.

3152. Can you give a return of the arrival of the car in Clonmel?—No, I am

speaking of a return of the delivery of letters in Clonmel ; I was stating that

the car has been late for different periods, varying from 10 to 23 minutes;

I think 23 has been the outside, as far as I can learn ; but I cannot give a return

of the absolute arrival every day.

3153. Did you not state just now, that you had seen a return giving the hours

of arrival of those cars ?—No ; I said inquiry having been made in Ireland, a

report has been made to the effect I have now described to the Committee.

3 154. Then, have they made their report without having any ground for it ?—

I presume the report has been founded upon inquiries at the Clonmel office ; the

clerks at the Clonmel office would he able to say exactly what the arrivals are,

and know what the time is ; and it appears that the car has always been, at

least I presume always, 10 minutes late, the late arrival having been stated at

from 10 to 23 minutes, 23 being the outside.

3155. Is it from memory that the clerks are speaking, or from any data in the

office?—I presume that the absolute number of minutes lost has been stated

from memory, because the time-bills are not forthcoming. The return which I

hope to be able to give to the Committee will give the absolute hours of delivery,

because they are entered daily in a book.

3 156. For what months ?—It can be given for any months. I took the winter

time, as being the most irregular. I took the period from the beginning of winter,

and, subsequently, to the end of winter, thinking that that would at any rate be

an ample test.

3,57. You
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3157. You have spoken about accidents occurring to the mail car between A. Troliope, Esq.

Clonmel and Goold's Cross within the last 23 months ? —I said that they occurred,

one on the 23d of April 1853, and the other on the 10th of August 1853. 27 July 1855.

3158. Before you made that statement, had you seen Mr. Kennedy's corrected

evidence ?—I have never seen his corrected evidence yet, and in point of fact,

my inquiries were necessarily made, not upon the printed evidence, but upon

minutes of evidence taken at this table, because, in order to enable us to

answer the evidence given to the Committee on the previous day, we are obliged

to write off to Ireland even before the sitting of the Committee is closed, before

four o'clock in the day, otherwise we should not have time to answer the ques

tions asked ; in point of fact, the inquiry made by us was not made upon Mr.

Kennedy's corrected evidence, but upon the evidence given here.

3159. I think Mr. Kennedy, in giving his evidence, was speaking from

memory; he said that it might be 18. months ; since that time he has corrected

his evidence ; not being aware of the exact day he has extended it over a period

of two years ?—I am not aware of that.

3160. You stated just now, in answer to Viscount Monck, that there has

been no injury done to towns in the south of Ireland by changes occasioned by

the use of railways?—Exactly; if I might use an illustration, I would say, if

half-a-crown was taken from a person, and a pound was given to him, no injury

would be done to him ; I cannot say that no injury has been done to a single

letter, but upon the balance, an immense benefit has been conferred.

3161. Before the use of the railways, were there not a day mail and a night

mail between Waterford and Limerick, and all the towns between those points

of Waterford and Limerick?—There was only one mail between Waterford and

Limerick.

3162. Between Waterford and Clonmel, were there not two mails?—There

were two mails which ran over the whole distance of road from Waterford to

Limerick, but they were so timed, and for such purposes, that they did not give

any second communication to Waterford and Limerick.

3163. Was not there a delivery in Clonmel the same evening?—Yes.

3164. Are those mails delivered now?— No.

3165. Is not that an injury and loss to the people of Clonmel?—It is.

3166. Then they have suffered by the change?—No, they have not.

3167. Have they not lost the advantage of getting their letters the same

evening ?—But if a man loses a half-crown and gets a pound, he cannot be said

to suffer.

3168. How do they gain in Clonmel?—They have gained a day mail from

Dublin and London, whereas they had none heretofore at all.

3169. What have they lost on the other hand?—They have lost a certain

amount of accommodation, and gained a much greater amount of accommodation.

3170. By the recent changes, has not Clonmel suffered by the loss of the

day mail to Cork and Limerick, which it had before t—No, I think the com

munication altogether from Cork to Clonmel and Limerick is as good as it was ;

there were more means of communicating from Cork to Clonmel, but a letter

could not be written in Clonmel on Monday morning and be delivered in Cork

or in Limerick on Monday.

3171. Are you not aware that letters dispatched from Clonmel now are

dispatched too late in Clonmel to arrive in time for the up and down day mail,

to and from Cork, whereas formerly they used to go by that mail, and arrive in

Cork the same evenins ?—No ; there was no such communication from Clonmel

to Cork.

3172. Was not there a day mail between Clonmel and Cork?—If the Com

mittee will allow me, I will explain what the communications from Clonmel to

Cork were ; and I think it will be seen that though there were nominally two,

in fact there was only one. A night mail left Clonmel, we will say at 10 o'clock

in the evening, I will not be precise as to the exact hour, carrying letters posted,

we will say, up to 9.30 p. m. on the Monday ; it reached Cork in time for the

morning delivery on Tuesday. Then there was a mail-coach left Clonmel for

Cork at about six o'clock in the morning ; the dispatch was something before

six, I think, I should say 5.30, which arrived in Cork some time in the middle

of the day ; but the Committee will, I think, see, that there being a dispatch of

letters posted up to nine o'clock p. m., a mail dispatched at 5.30 a. m. could not

be of any use.

0.62. C c 3173. Did
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A. TroUope,Eaq. 3173. Did not a letter leave Clonmel by the morning day mail for Cork?—

* There seems to be some confusion with regard to the terms day and night mail.

37 July 1855. The mail which left Clonmel for Cork at 5.30 a. m. \vas a night mail coach.

3174. I am not speaking of the mail-coach ; I am speaking of the alterations

made within the last month ?—I thought we were alluding to the advantage

which existed before the railway was established, as compared with the present

time. What I stated was, that Clonmel had received no balance of injury since

the railways were brought into use.

31 75. Mr. Wickham.} You were stating, that though nominally there were two

mails, there was only practically one dispatch of letters *—Yes ; I stated that

that was so before the use of railways in Ireland.

3176. Mr. F. Scully.] I speak of the change of the mail recently in Clonmel;

what "was the cause of that change •—In consequence of the expression of a wish

for that purpose from Clonmel, the day communication from Clonmel to Cork

has been broken off, so as to enable the Post-office to give an accelerated arrival

of the day mail from Dublin, in Clonmel.

3177. Are you speaking of the recent alteration-—The last answer I gave

refers to arrangements made a short period ago ; the former answer I gave

referred to the time previous to the use of the railway.

3178. As it stands at present, Clonmel has no day mail with Waterford,

Cork or Limerick ?—Clonmel has only one mail with Cork, one mail with

Limerick, and one mail with Waterford in the day.

3179. Those are night mails ?—Yes ; they are conveyed during the night.

31 80. So far as Clonmel is concerned it has not gained much or anything: by

the change since the use of railways, compared with what it had before the use

of railways, by four-horse coach ?—It has gained a very great deal by the

changes since the use of the railway in place of the four-horse coach ; it has

gained a day mail with England and Dublin, and also with Scotland.

3181. But as far as the south of Ireland is concerned in its communication

•with Cork, Limerick and Waterford, it has not gained ?—It has neither gained

nor lost.

3182. It had a day mail to Waterford formerly ?—The communication

between Waterford and Clonmel is less perfect than it was before the use of

railways, which I think has been admitted all through.

3183. With respect to the night mails to Cork, Limerick and Waterford, I

think you stated in the former part of your evidence that the receipt of the Cork

post-office was something like 9,300 /. for all letters received from Clonmel?—

£.9,300.

3184. Those letters are conveyed by railway all the way to Cork?—They are.

3 1 85. The receipt of Limerick is 7,200 1. ?—£. 7,200.

3186. Waterford, 3,200 /. ?—Waterford 3,290 /.

3187. Clonmel, how much ?—£. 2,200.

3188. Tipperary, 700 /. ?—Tipperary 710 /.; I am giving the nearest decimals

in each case.

3189. Carrick-on-Suir, G80 /.?—£. 680.

3 1 90. Cahir, 400 /. ?—Cahir 400 /.

3191. Making in all those towns 14,480 /. ?—I have no doubt that that sum

is correct.

3192. You convey the letters by the rail to Cork from the junction, paying

4 s. 6 d, a mile for the use of the railway ?—We do.

3193. You convey the letters to all the other towns I have mentioned by

one-horse cars, and not by the railway?—To Limerick, Tipperary, Clonmel,

Cahir, Carrick-on-Suir, and Waterford.

3194. With the exception of what you bring by the day mail from Dublin to

Waterford, and by the railway from Kilkenny ?—We do not bring the mail into

Waterford on a one-horse car ; we bring it either on a pair-horse car or a coach.

3195. There is no use of the railway ?—It is a car, but a very different kind

of conveyance from a one-horse car; it is a larger conveyance ; it is a faster

conveyance, and it is accompanied by a mail-guard.

3196. From the junction to Cork you convey all those letters by railway, for

which the Post-office receive the sum of 9,300 /. ?—The Committee will perhaps

allow me to state the revenue of the towns, the mails of which are conveyed from

the junction to Cork, as the revenues of the other towns have been stated;

Kilmallock 1,0201., Charleville 440 /., Buttevant 500 /., Mallow 1,160*., KU-

larney
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larney 1,OOOZ., Tralee 1,160Z. We carry the Tralee bags from the junction to A.

Mallow on the line.

3197. You do not convey them beyond Mallow by railway?—No, we convey 27 July 1855.

them as far as Mallow on that line ; we have assumed in your case that we have

taken the revenue of all the towns which are served upon the line from Limerick

to Waterford ; we have not taken all those towns as it happens, but I will give

you the towns we have not taken ; of course in the same way, we must take all

those towns which are served by the line from the junction to Cork, and therefore,

I take Killarney and Tralee as well as the others.

3198. You convey those letters a considerable distance by car?—Killarney

receives its letters in time to be delivered at an early hour before breakfast, and

could not receive its letters at anything like that hour if they were not forwarded

on the railway.

3199. At all events they do not amount to anything like the revenue from

the towns which I have mentioned ?—I imagine that they amount to much more,

though we have not stated them all yet.

3200. Killarney you have stated was 1,000 1. ?—Yes ; Fermoy 1.280/.

3201. How far is it from the railway to Fermoy?—Twenty miles.

3202. From what station is it taken?—Mallow ; Tallow 180 /.

3203. That is in the county of Waterford ?—It is served in the same way from

Mallow, although in the county of Waterford.

3204. I do not think that is a fair way of judging it ; I want to compare the

towns where there is a railway running direct, situate like Mallow on the line of

railway; I speak of towns on the lines of railway?—Of course in making any

such comparison we must take all towns, the bags from which would be conveyed

by the night mail train from Limerick to Waterford, and all bags which are con

veyed by the night mail train from the junction to Cork. I think that is the

only fair way of making the comparison.

3205. I think you ought to confine yourself to towns along the line which are

benefited by the railway '(—I am quite ready to give you those ; I think you will

be convinced afterwards , that the comparison leads to nothing. I think I shall

be able to explain that the comparison has not the effect which you put upon it ;

but at any rate, if we are to take any ofthem, we should take all of them, because

the town of Fermoy receives just as much benefit from the line as Mallow does ;

letters are delivered in Fermoy just as early as at Mallow, and therefore the use

of the railway is just as much benefit to Fermoy as to Mallow.

3206. Are you not setting up the revenue against the expense ?—That is not

the only ground on which we object to the use of the railway ; we object to

the use of the railway not entirely on the ground, but on the ground, that

the use of the railway would give no extra accommodation to the towns in

question, or a very little ; whereas the use of the railway to Cork gives very

material extra accommodation, the places served from Cork being a much

greater distance from Dublin or London than the places which are served from

Limerick are.

3207. Confine yourself to the question of expense ; as to the revenue on the

one hand, and the expense on the other. The revenue from the towns you

have mentioned amounts to nearly 14,500 /. ; in the other cases I will admit

that the expense may be the same ?—We can show it would be much more.

3208. I want to know, when you convey those mails by an expensive

mode of conveyance, at 4*. Qd. a mile, from the junction to Cork, why you

could not have a postal communication by the railway to Limerick on the

one hand, and to Waterford on the other, and convey the letters by that

railway at one-half the cost at which those letters are conveyed to Cork ?—If

that comparison were carried out, it should show that the letters which go to

towns which would be served by the night-mail train from Limerick to Water-

ford, are equal or greater in value than all those served from the junction ; but

it would not show that the advantage given to them by such an outlay was so

great.

3209. But as to the cost?—As to the cost, undoubtedly the Limerick and

Waterford line will run a night mail train for half the price which we have been

compelled by arbitration to give to the Dublin and Cork line.

3210. Would there not be a speedier arrival at Limerick by the use of the

0.62. c c 2 train
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A. Trollope, Esq. train instead of the car or coach ?—A speedier arrival at Limerick would be of

no use.

27 July 1855. .3211. Would it not be of any use to other towns which lie beyond Limerick ?

—It would be of some use to towns beyond. I have stated, that it would be of

use to some sub-offices under Limerick ; it would be of some slight use to New

castle, but so slight, as not to be appreciated by the town ; it would be of no use

to Ennis, which is the main town served by Limerick ; and it is a doubt whether

it might be or might not be of any use to Kilrush, because it would be hardly

judicious to dispatch that mail arriving at Ennis on to Cashel without the

mail which comes from Galway and the North of Ireland, as by doing so we

should expedite the letters from Dublin by half an hour or 40 minutes, and

detain the letters coming from other parts 24 hours.

3212. Are there not other towns in the county of Limerick that would be

benefited by that change ?— No.

3213. Would not the Dungarvan mail be benefited, and gain something by

the change in the earlier arrival at Clonmel ?—It would gain an earlier delivery by

30 minutes.

3214. Carrick-on-Suir would gain, would it not : —No, Carrick-on-Suir would

gain nothing by the arrival of that night mail.

3215. All towns beyond would gain, would they not ?—There are no towns

beyond Waterford to be served in that way.

3216. Kilmacthomas ?—Kilmacthomas is a sub-office served from Carrick-on-

Suir.

3217. Would not Kilmacthomas be improved ?—It would be improved.

3218. You say the towns beyond Waterford would not be improved ?—The

sub-offices beyond Waterford would be improved.

3219. If the night mail was used would there not be an increased accommo

dation for the conveyance of letters from Waterford and all the towns along the

line to all the towns south of the junction, such as Limerick, Cork, Charleville,

Mallow and Killarney ?—Undoubtedly.

3220. They would be all improved by the night mail Irom Waterford ?—Yes;

the communication to and from Waterford with all towns, such as you describe,

would be improved.

322 1 . To come back to the car or coach to Maryborough ; I think in your

evidence you said, that taking off that car or coach would injure the communica

tion with Kilkenny ?—Are you talking of taking off that car or coach in connexiou

with the use of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, or taking oft' that coach

in connexion with the use of the railway which runs through Carlow and Kil

kenny from Kildare to Waterford ?

3222. I am speaking of the use of the night mail train from Waterford to

the junction and to Limerick ? — It would be quite impracticable to take off the

conveyance alluded to, if a night mail train were used to the junction from Water-

ford, because it would leave Kilkenny and Thomastown and Ross without any

means of getting their night mails.

3223. You stated the other day that letters posted at Clonmel in the evening

are delivered in Kilkenny in the morning?—Yes.

3224. Could not the same night mail taking letters from Waterford by Clonmel,

be delivered in Kilkenny in the morning?—The mail to which you allude reaches

Kilkenny at 6.10 in the morning.

3225. Mr. Grogan.] What mail is that?—The mail car which runs from

Thurles, taking in the letters for Kilkenny, which circulate from Cork by the up

night train. The persons employed in the Kilkenny office have, on the arrival

of the mail from Dublin, to dispatch cars to various sub-offices, including

Gowran and Goresbridge, and letters to Callan, and other places which are

now dispatched at 4 a. m. The letter-carriers have then to sort their letter

and go out for their delivery, and though it is quite practicable to send out

letter-carriers at seven o'clock with their letters arriving from Cork and

Limerick at 6.10, it would not be practicable to send them out at sevea

o'clock from Kilkenny, if the work which I have described had to be done

after 6.10; and of course, also, in speaking of the accommodation of

Kilkenny, I speak of the mails both ways. That car which leaves Kilkenny for

Thurles, leaves Kilkenny at six o'clock in the evening, whereas the present night

mail going out from Kilkenny to Maryborough does not leave till 10.51 p.m.»

therefore it will be seen that most grievous injury would be inflicted upon

5 Kilkenny
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Kilkenny, and the neighbourhood round it, if it were made to depend for its ^. Trollope, Esft.

mails upon the car from Thurles. L-

3226. At what time does the Waterford mail arrive from Waterford in 27 July 1855*

Kilkenny ?—It arrives in Kilkenny at 10.51 in the evening.

3227. Then is it delivered in Kilkenny that evening ?—No, the next morning.

3228. At what time does the mail leave Waterford?—7.21 p. m.

3229. At what time is it delivered in Kilkenny ?—At 7, next morning.

3230. The Thurles car, you say, arrives at 10 minutes past 6 ?—Yes.

3231. Could not the letters he delivered in Kilkenny as early by that commu

nication as they are now ?—The letters from Waterford could be so delivered ;

but I was not speaking of the arrival of the mail from Waterford at Kilkenny,

I was speaking of the dispatch from Kilkenny of the night Dublin mailj

carrying letters for Dublin, London, and all other places. I was not alluding

at all to the arrival from Waterford ; I would explain, that the same letters from

Waterford could not reach Kilkenny via Thurles under the present arrange

ments, though undoubtedly they might do so if a night mail train on the

Waterford and Limerick Railway were used ; of course the letters posted at

five o'clock in the evening would not circulate by Thurles at present.

3232. At what time are the letters dispatched from Waterford to Kilkenny?

—7.21p.m.

3233. If that night mail were used to the junction, at what time would it be

necessary to leave Waterford in order to meet the up night mail train from Cork

at the junction ?—The company, I believe, intend to use the luggage-train if such

an arrangement were made, and therefore I cannot state accurately ; but I made

a calculation that it would be dispatched at 9 p. m. from Waterford, presuming

they run at the average pace at which they now run.

3234. That would give a longer time in Waterford for the dispatch of letters

by an hour and 40 minutes than there is at present ?—It would.

3235. With respect to a question which I asked the other day of Mr. Kennedy,

with regard to the transit of letters from Clonmel to Kilkenny, I think he stated

in his answer that he was under the impression that the letters went round by

Goold's Cross to Dublin, and back to Kilkenny ?—Yes.

3236. Since then I have had a communication from Mr. Kennedy upon the

matter ; he says that he was under that impression, because some time ago they

did go that way ?—Yes, and not a long time ago.

3237. Then some short time ago there was a change made?—Yes, within

12 months.

3238. Then his impression would have been correct 12 months ago ?—Yes.

3239. How are letters conveyed from Dublin to Carlow?—They are conveyed

to Maryborough by railway, and by car from Maryborough to Carlow.

3240. At what time do they arrive in Carlow ?—At 2.47 a. m.

3241. How far is Carlow from Kilkenny?— I think it is 21 English miles,

counting by road. Referring to the old road, I think the old mail-coach road

was from 21 to 22 English miles.

3242. Supposing that this coach or car from Waterford to Maryborough were

given up, you stated, I think, that Kilkenny would lose in its communication

with Dublin, and would suffer materially?—I named, I think, all the towns>

Kilkenny, Thomastown, Ross and Wexford.

3243. Are they sub-post towns to Kilkenny?—No, they are not.

3244. Are they not post towns, the letters for which are dispatched from

Kilkenny ?—No, they are not dispatched from Kilkenny, any more than they

may be said to be dispatched from Kilkenny by the fact of the mail going

through Kilkenny before it gets to them.

3245. Do not the mails go through Thomastown ?—Yes.

3246. So far as the mail would be later or earlier at Kilkenny, so far it would

be later at Thomastown ?—Yes.

3247. Suppose a coach were used from Carlow to Kilkenny to convey the

mails from Dublin which arrive at 2.40 at Carlow, at what time would they

arrive in Kilkenny ?—That depends upon the pace ; presuming that we went

nine miles an hour, or a little less than nine miles an hour, you might say two

hours and a half.

3248. At what time does the Dublin mail now arrive in Kilkenny in the

morning ?—1.15 a. m.

0.62. c c 3 3249. Where
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Ti ollope, Esq. 3249. Where does that come from ?—By coach from Maryborough: it branches

from Maryborough.

27 July 1855. 3250. How far is Maryborough from Kilkenny?—Twenty-nine miles.

3251. How far is Maryborough from Carlow?—Twenty-seven miles.

3252. Then how does it happen, that it arrives in Carlow at 2.40 and iu

Kilkenny at 1.15, the distance being greater?—Because we have a quicker

communication ; I mean to say it runs at a quicker pace.

3253. Could not the pace from Maryborough to Carlow be increased if neces

sary ; could not the mail arrive at Carlow at 1 .15 if it arrives at Kilkenny at 1 .15,

the distance being nearly the same ?—It could do so.

3254. What is the distance from Maryborough to Kilkenny?—Twenty-nine

miles.

3255. And from Maryborough to Carlow, what is the distance?—Exactly 27

miles and one furlong.

3256. If necessary you could increase the speed of the conveyance from Mary

borough to Carlow so as to arrive in Carlow at 1.15?—We could; I should

explain, that the later arrival in Carlow is for the most part owing to the fact that

Carlow does not make up bags for all towns along the line ; that the letters are

sorted at Maryborough ; it would be very inconvenient ifwe were to make up bags

from every town to every town. The line from Maryborough to Waterford being

a direct mail line, Waterford and other towns, such as Kilkenny, make up bags

with Newbridge, Naas and the towns up to Dublin. As Carlow is served by a

branch mail, it sends all such letters to Maryborough, where they are sorted.

3257. At what time are the letters despatched from Kilkenny for the towns

of Callan and Thomastown ?—To Callan at four in the morning.

3258. Supposing the mails to arrive in Carlow at 1.15, what time would

they arrive in Kilkenny by the coach from Carlow to Kilkenny?—At about

a quarter before four.

3259. Then so far as letters from Kilkenny for towns like Thomastown, would

they lose more than half an hour or so in the dispatch of the letters ?—

Thomastown and Ross would lose a great deal more, because the mails are

dispatched to Thomastown and Ross at the same hour as the arrival at Kil

kenny from Dublin; I mean by that, that there is no delay at Kilkenny;

the mail goes on at once to Ross, which is an important town, and arrives

there at 5.4 in the morning, and the arrival there would be two hours and

three quarters later.

3260. How is that possible? At what hour is it dispatched from Kilkenny; at

four o'clock, is it not ?—The dispatch from Kilkenny to Ross is at the hour at

which the mail arrives from Dublin at Kilkenny ; Ross is not a branch from

Kilkenny.

3261. I thought you said that the letters which arrived in Kilkenny at 1.15

were dispatched for Thomastown and Ross at 4 ?—No, I said they were dis

patched for Callan, and Goresbridge, and Gowran, at 4.

3262. Then what is the conveyance to Thomastown?—One communication

runs from Maryborough to Kilkenny, on through Thomastown to Waterford ;

you will see that the dispatch of the mail from Kilkenny to Thomastown must

be at the same hour as the arrival of the mail at Kilkenny from Dublin ; the

mail does not stop there, it goes on.

3263. At what hour are the mails dispatched from Kilkenny to Thomastown?

— At 1.15 a. m.

3264. How are they conveyed ?—They go by the Maryborough and Water-

ford car.

3^65. At what time do they arrive in Thomastown ?—They arrive in Thomas-

town at 2.30 a. m.

3266. At what time are they delivered in Thomastown ?—At 7.

3267. Then they are lying in Thomastown three or four hours ?—Till 7.

3268. If the coach was dispatched from Kilkenny to Thomastown at 4,

•would it not be just as useful as the time it is dispatched now ?—For the Dublin

mail which goes into Thomastown to have the letters sorted for delivery at 7,

the arrival would be as good as it is now.

3269. Would- not that be the case if they were dispatched from Kilkenny at

4, instead of at 1.15, as now?—Certainly it would, as far as Thomastown is

concerned. I think I could make the matter clear and intelligible, if I may be

allowed.
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allowed. If you take the mail off the road from Maryborough to Kilkenny, A. Trollope, Esq.

and put it on the road from Maryborough to Carlow, and thence to Kilkenny .

and Thomastown, of course the only amount of delay would be the extra 27 July 1855.

distance ; hut then you would save no money by that.

3270. Would you not save the full cost, or a great portion of the cost, of the

car or coach from Waterford to Maryborough, which is a very large expense ?

—No, you would not ; you would only run over another road ; you would have

to maintain a conveyance equally expensive, because we are presuming that the

pace must be as fast, and therefore, in point of fact, you would gain nothing by

such an arrangement.

3271. Mr. LiddellJ] You would have rather a longer distance to perform?—

You would have a longer distance to perform ; you would have to run from

Maryborough to Carlow and Kilkenny.

3272. Which they do at present?—No, they do not.

3273. I thought you said that the night mail is delivered by the communi

cation from Maryborough to Carlow ; is it not so ?—Yes.

3274. But that is quite independent of the coach or car from Maryborough to

Waterford?—Yes.

3275. Mr. F. Scully.'] Then, if you took off the Waterford and Maryborough

coach or car, you still would have the Maryborough car running, without any

additional expense, to Carlow ?—No, certainly not, because the Honourable

Member has presumed that we should get into Carlow at a much earlier hour,

and therefore should run at a much faster pace ; and we should have to pay per

mile as much for that communication as we now have to pay for the communi

cation which we should take off. In point of fact, I cannot see that it would

make any difference as to the expense whatever, whether you run by one road

or the other. If you run to Kilkenny round by Carlow, you have to maintain a

short car as far as Ballyraggett from Maryborough. If you run from Mary

borough to Kilkenny, as at present, through Ballyraggett, then you have to

maintain a short car from Maryborough to Carlow.

3276. Do not you maintain a car from Maryborough to Carlow at present ?

—Yes.

3277. Is it a one-horse car?—Yes.

3278. What is it from Maryborough to Kilkenny ?—The contractor has the

option of using a coach or car, as best suits him, provided he keeps his time.

3279. What is the mileage you pay from Maryborough to Carlow at present :

—We pay 300 /. a year for the car from Maryborough to Bagnalstown ; that car

goes beyond Carlow, and goes on to Bagnalstown.

3280. What is the mileage ?—I can calculate it ; about 11. 10*. per mile per

annum.

3281 . Bagnalstown is on the road from Carlow to Kilkenny ?—No ; it is not.

3282. Is it not one of the railway stations on the Waterford and Kilkenny

Railway ?—It is ; but it is not on the road to Kilkenny.

3283. What distance is Bagnalstown from Kilkenny, by the coach road ?—

Speaking from memory, I think it is 11 miles.

3284. That would be a portion of the new car conveyance which I suggest?—

No ; it would not go through Bagnalstown.

3285. Is there not a communication now from Bagnalstown to Maryborough ?

—There is.

3286. If you wanted to get the mails from Kilkenny, would not Bagnalstown

be very little out of your way ?—If we were making such a change as you propose,

our object would be to get to Kilkenny as quickly as we could, and we should go

over the old mail-coach road from Carlow to Kilkenny, which did not go through

Bagnalstown. Bagnalstown is a very small place, and it would be served by a

foot messenger from Leighlinbridge, from which it is one mile distant.

3287. Supposing you were to use the coach or car by continuing that car on

to Kilkenny from Carlow, through Bagnalstown, or near to it, and to Thomastown

and Ross, would not the only new contract to be entered into, supposing you did

away with the Maryborough and Waterford car, be from Bagnalstown to Kilkenny,

Thomastown and Ross ?—There would be no new contract touching Bagnalstown ;

there would be a new contract from Carlow to Kilkenny, and there would be a

new contract from Maryborough to Ballyraggett, through Abbeyleix.

0.62. c c 4 3288. Why
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A-. Trollope, Esq. 3288. Why should there be a car to Ballyraggett ; could it not be served

from Carlow ?—Ballyraggett is on the present line from Maryborough to Kil-

37. July 1855. kenny, and it is proposed to discontinue that line ; but we could not leave a

town like Ballyraggett without any mails.

3289. Could it not be served from Carlow like other places which are served

in the same way, from other towns ? —If we did that it would be a dearer

arrangement; r- 3 should have to run a mail car from Carlow to Ballyraegett,

and another from Maryborough to Abbeyleix. In point of fact, the mileage

would in such case be higher than the present arrangement, and the accommoda

tion would be less.

3290. Viscount Monck.] Is there any mail communication now at night

between Carlow and Kilkenny r—None.

3291. Supposing Mr. Scully's proposal to be carried into effect, the present

communication would still continue between Kilkenny and Waterford. Mr. Scully

does not propose to get rid of that t—I do not know whether he proposes to get

rid of it or not.

3292. Mr. F. Scully.,] You spoke of Ballyraggett ; does not the mail car from

Thurles to Kilkenny go through Freshford ?—It does.

3293. How far is Freshford from Ballyraggett?—We have never had any

postal communication from Freshford to Ballyraggett, but I should think it is

about five Irish miles.

3294. It is not a very large place, I believe ?—No.

3295. It could be served from Freshford, the same as other places are, by a

foot messenger?—It could be served from Freshford, if the distance is as I

presume, but it would be very much injured by being so served.

3296. The additional contract (if you were to enter into a new contract for

the conveyance of the mail from Dublin to Kilkenny, Thomastown and Ross,

and supposing that you were to do away with the coach or car from Mary

borough), would be simply for about 1 1 miles to Kilkenny, and from Kilkenny

to Thomastown and Ross ?—A new contract would have to be entered into the

whole way from Maryborough to Carlow and Kilkenny.

3297. It does not go from Kilkenny to Bagnalstown at present ?—No.

3298. Then the additional contract would be for that distance ?—I presume

we are speaking of expense ; you would have to run a pair of horses at a fast

pace from Maryborough to Carlow, and on to Kilkenny, instead of a one-horse

car at seven miles an hour.

3299. By the one-horse car which runs at present, at what time does this mail

arrive at Biignalstown ?—At 4.57 a. m.

3300. That is about 11 miles from Kilkenny ?—It must be 12.

3301. That would arrive in Kilkenny before seven o'clock ?—Before seven.

3302. So far as Kilkenny is concerned, it would practically be as useful as the

way in which they are carried now ?—By no means ; the letters are now delivered

at seven ; the letters have to be sorted and sent out to Calkin, Gowran and

Goresbridge ; that occupies some time ; the delivery would be retarded till

eight.

3302. It might be made to arrive earlier at Kilkenny if you increased the pace?

T—If you increase the pace, you might get round from Maryborough to Kilkenny

in time to deliver at seven o'clock in the morning.

3304. Can you inform the Committee what is the mileage you pay for that

one-horse car from Maryborough to Bagnalstown?—I think it is 8/.

3305. Are you quite certain that is a one-horse car ?—I am not quite certain

that it is not worked by a pair of horses ; any contractor contracting to carry a

mail by a one-horse car is allowed to use two if he pleases, or four.

33o(i. But you only pay for one ?—We advertise for one, and if the contractor

Knows it would be cheaper for him to work the road with a pair of horses, as con

tractors occasionally do, he would put in his tender at a rate which would enable

him to run a pair of horses ; but our practice for such mails is to have them

conveyed under one-horse contracts ; Mr. Bianconi very constantly runs a pair

of horses where he only contracts to run one.

3307. Do you ever advertise for a two-horse contract ?—We do occasionally.

3308. But in the majority of cases it is for one horse r—In the majority it is for

one horse. ,•

3309. What
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3309. What is the contract mileage you pay on the other line from Mary- A. Trollope, Esq.

borough to Waterford ?—We pay 950/. for the whole distance.

3310. Do not you pay something in addition to that ?—No, I think we pay 27 July 1855.

nothing in addition ; we convey guards, which cost an additional sum.

3311. Do not you pay for two guards 269 /. Is. 6d. and tolls 30 1. 8s. 4d., the

total sum being 1.245/. 17s. lOd.f—£.260 for guards ; it is stated that the tolls

have ceased ; but that conveyance is in no way under the surveyor of the dis

trict ; 260 1. is certainly paid for the guards.

3212. Do you pay for the guards on the cars?—Not on the car to Carlow;

but we should have to put a guard on if we ran the mail round from Carlow to

Kilkenny and then to Thomastown, as you propose.

3313. Do you do that on anyone-horse car in Ireland?—A one-horse car

would not go at the pace at which you propose to run this car; this car would

have to run faster than the mail from Maryborough to Waterford ; we have cal

culated we could get over the ground at nearly nine miles an hour.

3314. Why would you put on a guard; why make an exception in that

case ?—Because it would carry very heavy bags, and because it would run at

a very fast pace, and would be a pair-horse car ; the same ground would exist

for putting a guard upon that car which now exists for putting a guard upon the

car to Waterford ; for though we should not have the Waterford sack to carry,

we should have the Carlow sack to carry as well as the others ; the car going

away from Maryborough would carry as heavy a mail as that car now does, and

any necessity which now exists for the mail guard would then exist.

3315. You convey the mails on other important lines in Ireland without any

mail guard ; Clonmel for instance ?—Yes, but Clonmel is the only heavy bag

that is conveyed upon that car.

3316. You now pay 1,200 /. a year for the coach and car ; if you were to give

up that line you would have an additional contract to enter into from Bagnalstown

to Ross and Kilkenny?—Not so ; we should have to make an additional contract

the whole way; there would be a contract for a conveyance from Maryborough

to Waterford round by Carlow, because we could not break off the communication

between Thomastown and Waterford.

331 7. Then you would give up the communication from Maryborough to Bag

nalstown I suppose ?—Yes, the present car would be given up.

3318. What is the present cost of that car?—£.300.

3319. What would be the cost of the car from Maryborough to Ross?—

There would be no contract from Maryborough to Ross, but from Maryborough

to Waterford.

3320. Why ?—Because it would be still necessary to maintain the communi

cation between Waterford and Kilkenny, and Waterford and Thomastown ; all

the letters from Waterford to Ross, and Waterford to Wexford, are carried by

that conveyance.

3321. Did you not say, some time ago, that the letters would arrive from

Waterford in Kilkenny as soon by the use of night-mail train from Waterford as

at present ?—I did say so ; but still it will be seen that the communication will

have to be kept up from Waterford to Thomastown, and again, Thomastown

would require to have a communication from Kilkenny, which is, I believe, a

part of the suggested plan.

3322. Is there not a day mail communication now between Waterford and

Thomastown ?—Yes.

33-23. Is Thomastown so very important a town, with respect to Waterford, as

to require two mails?—No; but the communication between Waterford and

Wexford must be preserved. All letters that go from Waterford to Wexford

now go over this night mail-car line from Waterford to Thomastown ; they have

to pass through Thomastown, and if that communication was interrupted, the

communication from Waterford to Wexford would be interrupted.

3324. Would not a car between Waterford and Ross be sufficient to keep up

that communication ?—A car from Waterford to Ross would be as expensive as

maintaining a communication from Waterford to Thomastown.

3325. Is there a daily communication between Waterford and Ross by car ;

does Mr. Bianconi's car" run from Waterford to Wexford by Ross ?—There are

communications from Waterford to Ross by steam-boat.

0.62. i> i> 3326. And
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-I- Trollope, Esq. 3326. And by car ?—I am not aware of that; but there is communication

from Waterford to Ross by steam-boat.

27 July 1855. 3327. Would the saving be very considerable between the expense of convey

ance from Maryborough to Ross by the way I have mentioned and what it is

at present?—I do not think a shilling would be saved, I think that my evidence

goes to show that there would not be.

3328. You conceive there would be no saving in having one line entirely

abolished ?— One line would not be entirely abolished ; my opinion is, that the

whole line from Maryborough to "Waterford must be maintained ? the difference

would be, that that line would pass round by Carlow instead of going by the

direct route by Abbeyleix, and that a conveyance running at such a pace as

would be necessary to get into Waterford at the present hour would cost so

much, that nothing would be saved ; indeed I do not see what the saving could

be, and my strong opinion is, that it would be more expensive.

3329. Do you mean to tell me that it would cost more than the present price

you pay for the car from Waterford to Maryborough through Kilkenny, which is

1,200 1. a year?— 1 mean to express a very strong opinion that it certainly would

cost as much, and I think that, if anything;, it would cost more; the pace would

be faster than the present pace, and the distance which the car would run from

Maryborough to Waterford would be considerably greater than the distance

which the car now runs from Maryborough to Waterford. We should have to

supply a one-horse car from Maryborough, at any rate, to Abbeyleix, and probably

to Ballyragget, instead of the present one-horse car from Maryborough to

Carlow.

3330. You pay 8 /. per mile at present ; what would be the increased cost

per mile for the additional speed you speak of?—That depends upon the speed

required, and the nature of the conveyance.

3331. You go seven miles an hour by the one-horse car now ; suppose you go

nine miles an hour, what would it cost?—No contractor who knew anything of

his business would attempt to work nine miles an hour with one horse, nor should

we ever make a contract for one horse at nine miles an hour.

3332. What do you pay in the contracts now existing for the pace of nine

miles an hour ?—We can give no fixed sum ; it depends always upon the circum

stances of the case, whether there is any traffic, and whether it is night or day

work ; but I should think that for such work as that we might pay 10 /. 10 *.

the double mile.

3333- That is 2 /. per mile more than at present ?—Yes ; 2 /. 10 s.

3334- What is the distance from Maryborough to Waterford ?—Sixty miles

five furlongs.

3335- What is the mileage you pay at present ?—We pay 950 1.

3336. Which amounts to 1,200 /., including guards, who might be saved upon

the other line ?—The guards could not be saved upon the other line ; the guards

would be wanted as much upon the other line as they would be upon this, there

being, practically, no difference in the service whatever ; the bags would be as

heavy, and the pace would be somewhat faster, and if a guard be necessary now,

a guard would be necessary then.

3337. You must be paying either a great deal too little upon the road from

Maryborough to Bagnalstown, or you must be paying a great deal too much

upon the road from Maryborough to Waterford?—I cannot say that, because

upon the road from Maryborough to Bagnalstown, slow pace is sufficient, and

the bags being light, the driver is able to take charge of them.

3338. With respect to the use of the railway from Waterford to Limerick as it

would affect towns beyond Waterford, for instance, Dunmore and Tramore, and

places upon the Great Southern and Western line, such as Cashel ; I asked

a question of Mr. Kennedy as to the delivery of letters which left Dunmore or

Tramore for Golden, a sub-post from Cashel, and in your answer upon a

former day you alluded to the arrival of the letters in Cashel ; whereas I asked

Mr. Kennedy as to the arrival of letters at Golden ; I think he stated that the

arrival at Golden would not be until the second day after the dispatch from

Tramore ?—A letter posted at Tramore on the Monday would reach Golden on

the Wednesday morning;.

3339. But the answer you gave was that it would arrive on Tuesday ?—I gaye

no such answer.

3340. You
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3340. You were asked upon the subject by Mr. Wilson ?—If you refer to A. Trollops,

Mr. Wilson's question to me, I think you will find he asked no question with
". ,

respect to Golden. " 37 J"]y **55-

3341. But Mr. Kennedy's answer was with respect to Golden?—I do not

doubt it, but I think you will find that my answer was as to Casliel.

3342. Then Mr. Wilson did not understand the question I had put, because

it was with respect to Golden ?—I think it will be seen with reference to Mr.

Kennedy's evidence, that Mr. Kennedy is reported to have said that a letter

posted at Tramore on Monday did not reach Cashel till Wednesday ; he may

have also given evidence as to Golden, but I think on reference to his evidence

it will be found that the other also was stated.

3343. I will read the answer which Mr. Kennedy gave ; he is asked, " You

are acquainted with Cashel, and the neighbourhood of Cashel, I believe ? Yes.

—At present, what is the time it takes to convey a letter from Tramore to

Golden, in the neighbourhood of Cashel? I should say to Golden a letter

posted in Tramore during the day would reach and be delivered in Golden

the second morning by the day mail from Dublin ; it would travel to Dublin,

go clown by the day mail to Cashel, be there all night, and be delivered in

Golden the second day.—That is 45 miles ? Yes.—And railway nearly the

whole way ? Yes." Mr. Wilson asked you a question as to its arrival in Cashel ;

I wish to know whether as to its arrival in Golden, Mr. Kennedy's evidence is

not substantially correct?—Mr. Wilson Kennedy's answer to Question 1292 is

perfectly correct.

3344. Mr. Grogan.] Mr. Scully was questioning you about the advantage to

be derived from the establishment of a night train by railway from Limerick to

Waterford, and vice versa ; I understood you to say that such a train would be of

great advantage and convenience to all the towns along the line, and southward

of it, in the delivery of their letters?— I think what 1 said was that the city of

Waterford would receive great accommodation as regards its correspondence with

all those towns, not that those towns would receive any accommodation.

3345. Would not the accommodation be proportionate and reciprocal ?—To a

certain extent, it would be reciprocal, but by no means proportionate. I think it

will be easily seen that if Waterford received all its letters from Limerick, Cork,

and Clonmel, by a morning delivery, instead of an evening delivery, the extra

accommodation would be considerable to Waterford ; whereas the extra accom

modation to Limerick of having letters posted at Waterford, say two hours later

than at present, would not be considerable to Limerick, certainly. In point of fact

the merchants at Limerick, and the persons resident there might very probably

never ascertain that such a change had been made, it could affect them so little;

whereas in Waterford it could not be made without affecting very many persons

in the town.

3346. You said that the people of Limerick would not derive a reciprocal

advantage, as they would only gain two hours in the dispatch, which in your

judgment was not of importance ?—I said they would only gain the advantage of

having letters for them dispatched from Waterford, say, two hours later.

3347. How would it be only two hours later ?— I said " say two hours later;"

there seems to be some doubt at what hour the mail train would leave Waterford.

Mr. Wilson proposed half-past five. A calculation is made, I perceive, that the

train would leave at nine. If it left at nine it would be four hours and half later.

3348. With respect to Mr. Wilson's hypothesis of using the present day train

at half-past five from Waterford, does that go to Limerick r—No.

3349. Did Mr. Wilson's question, with reference to that train, in any manner

apply to Limerick?—It certainly did, because the letters which would, under such

circumstances, leave Waterford at half past five, would arrive in Limerick at the

same hour that letters arrive which now leave Waterford at half-past four, and

therefore it would affect Limerick.

3350. Does that train which leaves Waterford at half-past five go beyond

Clonmel ?— 1 believe not.

3351. Then how could it apply to Limerick ?—It would apply to Limerick in

this way ; the dispatch from Clonmel to Limerick now takes place at 8.45 p. m.,

and the train which would leave Waterford at half-past five could get into Clon

mel in time for that dispatch, and therefore those letters would go on from

Clonmel to Limerick at the same time they now go on.

o.(>2. D D -2 3352. You
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A. Tfoltope, Esq. 3352. You seem to be in doubt as to the hour at which the night-mail train

_ leaving Waterford for Limerick would probably be dispatched, but we will argue

27 July 1855. upon the supposition that the night-mail train leaves Waterford time enough to

catch the down mail from Dublin at the junction?—That was the calculation I

made.

3353- What would be the gain to the merchants of Waterford in the dispatch

of their letters, if such a train were used?—If that train travelled at the average

pace at which trains over that line do now travel, the Dublin mail would be

dispatched at 9 p.m. instead of 7.21 p. in., and therefore in that dispatch a

gain would accrue of one hour and forty minutes ; the gain in the dispatch to

Limerick and Cork would be four hours and a half.

3354- We will take a letter dispatched now at 7.20 to Dublin and going to

Limerick?— It does not go to Limerick at 7.20; the dispatch to Dublin is at

7.20, and to Limerick at 4.30, if you mean the direct dispatch to those places.

3355- I am taking the night mail?—There is a dispatch to Limerick by the

night mail, via Dublin, at 7.21.

3356. Begin at half-past four first ; the direct night mail from Waterford to

Limerick arrives at Limerick at what time ?—Three a. m.

3357- -And at what lime does a letter dispatched by the 7.21 mail, via Mary-

borough, get to Limerick?— 12.25 p.m. ; in the middle of the day.

3358. The middle of the next day ? —Yes.

3359. If the night mail, as we assumed, were run on the railway at 9 o'clock,

what would be the time of arrival of letters sent by that mail in Limerick ?—

Those letters would arrive in Limerick at 3 a.m., in time for delivery at 7 a.m.,

instead of the middle of the day.

3360. Embracing the important hours of business?—Embracing the important

hours of business.

3361. At what time would the delivery of letters arriving in Limerick at half-

past 12 be completed?—The delivery in Limerick is long; it would not be

completed, I should think, till 3.15 or 3.20.

3362. That is after the closing of the banking-houses?—I am giving the per

fect completion of the delivery. I am not prepared to say that the delivery

would not be completed before the banking hours were finished.

3363. To all intents and purposes, therefore, letters dispatched in that way

by a nine o'clock train from Waterford would gain an entire day for business

objects ?—No, I do not think that is a fair way of putting it. I have said that

all the letters might not be delivered, and probably some letters would not be

delivered in the outskirts of the town till after three o'clock ; but no doubt the

great bulk of the letters, and I may say all the business letters, would be deli

vered a great deal before that, because the delivery would begin at one.

3364. I think we have shown that in the case of the night mail being

dispatched at nine o'clock direct to Limerick, the letters for business and

banking purposes would nearly gain, as between those towns, an entire day ?—

You have shown that, as regards the letters which would be posted between four

o'clock in the afternoon and eight o'clock in the evening.

3365. Dispatched at nine ?—That is to say, presuming the trains ran at the

present pace. Since I gave that answer I have been informed that an intimation

has been made by the company that they would do the work for 2 s. 3d. a mile,

but that the otter was made conditionally on a low rate of speed.

3366. I did not ask anything about the pace ?—But the hour of dispatch de

pends upon the pace.

3367. What is the distance between Waterford and the junction? —The

company will require three hours and a half to do the work ; at least so it is

understood.

3368. And twelve o'clock at night is the time at which they must catch the

trains at the junction ?—They must be at the junction, I think, something before

that ; they must be at the junction at ten minutes before twelve.

3369. That would require the dispatch from Waterford at half past eight

instead of nine, as was supposed ?—At 8.20 ; that would give up to 7.40 to post

letters.

3370. At present they must be posted at what hour ? — At four ; therefore it

would give the people in Waterford an additional three hours and forty minutes

to post their letters.

3371. Now
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3371. Now take the line at the other end ; begin from Limerick, and assume j. Trol/ope,

that the night mail be put on, and the correspondence from Limerick to Water- -— —

ford meeting at the junction at twelve o'clock, what alteration would that make ; 37 July 1855.

in the first place, at what hour would those letters arrive in Waterford :—They

would arrive in Waterford in time to be delivered at seven o'clock in the

morning.

3372. Which was the first delivery of letters, until very recently ?—That is

the first delivery of letters in Waterford at present ; the letters would fall in for

the first delivery.

3373- At what time are letters coming direct from Limerick to Waterford

now dispatched from Limerick?— At 9.15 p.m. from Limerick.

3374. And at what time, supposing the night-mail train should be used direct,

would they be dispatched ?—About 10.H5.

33/5. Then there would be a slight gain in the dispatch?—I do not think

:that would be a gain for the town ; I think the dispatch at 9.15 is as <>ood as the

Bother.

3376. Take the case of letters posted at Waterford for Cork; they now leave

Waterford at half-past four ?—Yes.

3377. And arrive in Cork, when?—In time for the delivery at seven the next

'morning.

3378. Are any of the letters for Cork ever dispatched by the Dublin mail from

Waterford ?—In the same way that letters are dispatched via Dublin, for

Limerick ; they are dispatched via Dublin for Cork.

3379. That is, those posted too late for the first dispatch ?—Those posted too

late for the first dispatch go up to Dublin and come down to Cork by the day

mail.

3380. And when do they arrive in Cork?—At three o'clock in the afternoon.

3381. I suppose the delivery of those would be completed about half-past

four ?—Not so soon as that ; the delivery at Cork is very long, and would not

sbe completed before half-past five or six.

3382. Then a letter of that kind which should chance to be late in Waterford

for the four o'clock dispatch going to Cork, must of necessity be nearly a day

late for business purposes ?—Those letters would not be delivered in Cork, under

.any circumstances, in time for banking hours.

3383. Now, take the delivery from Cork to Waterford, assuming the employ

ment of the night-mail train meeting at the junction ?—The dispatch from

Cork would not be altered from what it is at present, which is 10.15 p.m.

3384. When would it arrive in Waterford?—In time for the first delivery,

now it arrives in time for the second delivery ; those letters to which we are

now alluding are the letters which have been stated in evidence as being those

which would be improved by the proposed acceleration.

3385. The first delivery is completed now in Waterford by what time ?—The

letter-carriers go out on their second delivery immediately on the completion of

their first delivery, and I find that the average dispatch is about ten minutes

before nine.

3386. At what time does the day mail to Dublin start from Waterford ?—

At 11.45.

3387. By what time must a letter be posted for that? — 11.15.

3388. The first delivery is completed in Waterford about nine o'clock :—Say

a little before nine. The second delivery begins at nine. Nine is the latest hour

at which it begins, therefore the first delivery is completed a little before nine.

3389. That would afford a merchant, who might have occasion to do it in a

hurried manner, an opportunity to communicate with his Dublin correspondent

on the business with respect to which he had received intelligence from Cork that

morning ?—He might do so at present.

3390. If it arrived in time for the first delivery?—No, if it arrived by the

second delivery, even.

3391. When is the second delivery completed ?—A man living at the last

house in the delivery could do so. The deliveries in Waterford do not take

very long. The first delivery takes an hour and 40 minutes, and I suppose the

second delivery takes the same time; therefore, beginning at nine, it would be

over at 10.40. Even in that case a letter received at the completion of the deli

very might be answered, because that delivery which begins at nine would be

over at 10.40, and the dispatch is at 11.45 ; and therefore the possibility exists,

0.612. D D 3 though
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A. "ftollope, Esq. though I should think it is very rarely taken advantage of; it amounts only to a

possibility.

27 July 1855. 3392- Is 11.15 the hour at which the mail leaves the post-office?—No

11.45.

3393- H-15 is when the post-office closes ?—Yes.

3394. There can be no doubt that if a letter were received in Waterford from

Cork by the first delivery, there would be an opportunity of answering it ; but

by the second delivery it is barely possible?—That is a way of putting it ; the

early delivery would be an undoubted gain ; but the amount of correspondence

with Dublin, which springs out of letters from Cork, must be very small.

3395- It would be a gain?—Yes.

3396. I have been asking some questions as to the advantages which would

accrue from the establishment of a direct night mail from Limerick to Waterford,

and vice versa. I understood you to say, that in the views of the Post-office in

regard to establishing any of those new modes of communication triers were two

elements ; that the first and important consideration was the convenience and

accommodation of the public, and that the second would be the cost ?— I do not

think 1 put it in tliat manner, but if I did, perhaps you will refer to the questions

and answers ; I have read through the evidence, and do not remember it.

3397. I am alluding to your evidence of this morning ?—I do not think I

said so, because I could never have intended to say that the expense was so

secondary, that it bore no proportion to the public advantage. If the public

advantage derived from an early mail could be proved to be of any greatness, the

Post-office, without higher orders than the Post-office is able to give, could not

incur an expense altogether out of proportion to it.

3398. You must not understand me as meaning to convey that in your answer

the word "secondary," was meant to be used in a large sense, but that your first

consideration was the accommodation of a town, and that you would not refuse

railway accommodation to a town where the expense was found not to be out

of proportion large ; that was the meaning?—Of course, if any application for

increased accommodation is made to us, we consider both the advantage to the

public, and the expense which it would involve ; I cannot say which would be

the first or the second consideration, because they form part of one consideration ;

they are coupled together, and are made to balance.

3399. You have stated to Viscount Monck, that the expense of establishing

such a night-mail communication as we have been discussing, would run away

with the whole surplus revenue of Ireland?—I said, I think, that Mr. Hill had

made such a statement.

3400. What do you say yourself upon that subject?—I do not know what

the surplus revenue of Ireland is ; I think Mr. Hill stated it, and I think in my

evidence I said that that s-tatement had been made by Mr. Hill.

3401. Am I to take it that your answer merely has reference to Mr. Hill's

statement?—Merely as intimating that any statement made by Mr. Hill upon

that matter must be correct, and that I should be guided by it.

3402. Of course in that sense of the word, I am also to take your answer

and Mr. Hill's with the glossary he has put upon it, that it is almost impossible

to draw any correct conclusion as to the cost of these changes ; that he could

not divide the expense ?— Upon any matter of that description, I should think

Mr. Hill should guide you, and not any evidence which I give.

3403. Then you are not giving specific evidence yourself, but are only referring

to Mr. Hill's answers ?—Exactly ; I am giving no specific evidence as to the

whole postal revenue of Ireland. May I correct an error which I made ; we

were speaking with reference to the arrival of the day mail at Limerick ; there

is a clerical error in the paper which I have had drawn out ; I said that the

arrival was at 12.25, whereas the arrival of the day mail at Limerick is 1.55;

therefore the deduction is, that letters could not be delivered in time for banking

hours.

3404. That is letters posted late in Waterford ?—Speaking of letters which

circulate from Waterford via Dublin to Limerick, it goes to show that those

letters could not be delivered in time for banking hours.

3405. We have clearly established this fact, that supposing a night-mail

communication established from Waterford to Limerick and vice versa, letters

posted at Waterford for Limerick would gain for business purposes a day, but

that
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that in return there would be no great gain in the way of dispatch ?—A letter A. Trollope, E«q.

posted between 4 p.m. at Waterford, and the hour of dispatch by the night-

mail train, would for banking purposes gain a day in Limerick. 27 July 1855.

3406. And a considerable additional time for posting their letters in Water-

ford ?—That is the same thing ; the information I gave as regards Waterford

and Cork I gave correctly.

3407. As between Waterford and Cork, a letter posted at Cork for Water-

ford would, by the use of the supposed night mail, gain considerably in its

delivery in Waterford ?—A letter posted at Waterford for Cork at the same

hour as that to which we were alluding as to letters posted for Limerick, would

gain the same advantage in Cork as the letters would gain in Limerick.

3408. An entire day, and the return letter from Cork, on its arrival in Water-

ford, would be delivered in time to enable a merchant to write to his corre

spondent in Dublin by the day mail to Dublin, which by the present arrange

ment could not be done?—No; I think we saw that it could be done, but it

would be done with more facility by the use of the proposed mail.

3409. With regard to sub-post towns served from Waterford, they would be

advantaged in very much the same proportion, or even a greater proportion ?—

Yes, they would be advantaged either in the same proportion or in a greater

proportion.

3410. The sub-towns served from towns on the line between Waterford and

Limerick would also gain ?—No ; none of the sub-towns served from towns on

the line would gain anything like so great an advantage. A letter for Passage

would gain 24 hours, whereas a letter for Portlavv, a sub-office under Carrick,

would not.

341 1. A letter from Cork for Passage would gain 24 hours in delivery?—Yes.

3412. And how many hours in dispatch, that is to say, in the time at which it

would be necessary to post the letters ?—A letter now posted at Passage for Cork

goes to Dublin, and reaches Cork by the day mail at 3 p.m. ; whereas it would

reach Cork at 2 a.m. by the night mail.

3413. It would gain an entire day?—It would gain the difference between a

delivery at 7 a.m. and a delivery at half-past 3 p.m.

3414. What would be the case of Tramore; I presume the gain, with respect

to a letter from Cork to Tramore, would be equivalent to the gain in a letter for

Waterford ?—I was not enabled to speak positively as to the Tramore mail before,

but I have received a communication since. If the night-mail train leaving

Waterford at 8.20 p.m. were to run, the departure from Tramore might be by

the train which leaves that place at 6.30 p. m., and now the mail leaves Tramore

by train at 4.30 p. m.

3415. But that mail now leaving at 4.30 is too late for the 4.30 dispatch from

Waterford, of course ?—It is.

3416. Is Passage the place where the ships stop?—Passage is a place down

the river from Waterford, where some ships lie, but the shipping there is very

trifling.

3417. That in fact is the place from which the captains would send notice of

their arival ?—I think practically the captains do all their business in Waterford ;

they come up at once.

3418. I think you stated that a letter posted in Youghal before half-past four

for Waterford, would go through Cork ?—It is posted at Youghal at 5 p.m., and

circulates to Waterford by Cork.

3419. It comes into Waterford in time for the present second delivery?—It

comes into Waterford for the present second delivery.

3420. And would under the proposed arrangement come in for the first

delivery ?—And would under the proposed arrangement come in for the first

delivery.

3421. Now that letter goes from Youghal to Cork ; is it sorted there?—It goes

from Youghal to Cork, and is sorted there.

3422. Where does it go from there?—It goes from Cork, up the line of rail

way to Goold's Cross.

3423. I understood you to say it went to Mallow ?—No, not a letter from

Youghal ; a letter from Fermoy or Tallow goes to Mallow, but not a letter from

Youghal ; that goes to Cork and up the line to Goold's Cross.

3424. Is Mallow a sorting office for any letters except those for itself?—Yes,

a letter going from Cork to Tralee would be sorted at Mallow.

0.62. D D 4 3425, But
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Trollope, Esq. 3425. But not going to Clonmel?— No, a letter going from Cork to ClonmeV

would not be sorted in Mallow. We were talking of Youghal and Fermoy one.

27 July 1855. after the other ; Fermoy letters would be sorted at Mallow.

3426. Has any proposal ever been made, or has it ever been in the contem

plation of the Post-office to submit a proposal to the railways to take the mail

by railway, and on what terms ?— I do not think a proposal of that kind was ever

submitted to this railway ; but Mr. Page will give you much better evidence

than I can on that subject.

3427. Mr. Scully asked you several questions with regard to the mail-car

from Waterford to Maryborough, proposing to send it round by Carlow instead

of by its present route ; you are of opinion that there would be no saving of

expense, and that there would be a loss of time in that way ?—Yes.

3428. The railway from Cork to Dublin is at present under contract with the

Post-office ?—It is. "

3429. Any increased number of bags sent by day or night upon that line will-

not, therefore, increase their expense?—No; any number of bags sent by the

existing mail trains will not increase the expense.

3430. You stated in one of your answers that, in some degree, the objection

of the Post-office to give this' increased railway accommodation arose from the

very heavy sum you were obliged to pay the railway for the service of the mails •

—I did say that we paid a very heavy sum for the service of the mails ; but I do

not know that T said that the heavy sum we paid one railway prevented us from

paying to another.

3431. You alluded to the sum which the Post-office were compelled by

arbitration to pay to the Cork Railway for the service of the Post-office ?—

Yes.

3432. Why do you use the word "compelled"?—Because we came to no

agreement with the company; we submitted the matter to arbitration, and,

having so submitted it, we were compelled, if we used the line, to pay the sun*

awarded.

3433- When was that?—Mr. Page will tell you, and give you any information

upon that subject which you want.

3434. Did you hear Mr. Hill's evidence that your contract or contracts were

made Jor a period of three years with those companies, and that any alteration

of them as to the time of dispatch of the mails as well as other matters wouid

depend upon their termination ?—I have no positive knowledge of my own as

to the nature of the contracts entered into between the Post-office and the rail

way companies for carrying trunk mails ; it does not come under my notice or

my surveillance at all.

3435. Therefore you are not yourself personally cognisant of these transac

tions ; if it should appear that this arrangement between the Post-office and this

particular railway was altogether a voluntary one, the words " compelled to

give by arbitration" would not apply?—If it Should appear that the arrange

ment on the part of the Post-office was so far a voluntary one that we were able

to use cheaper trains, of course it would not apply ; but it is clear we are not able

to get cheaper trains, and therefore, of course, it does apply.

3436. Would you consider that any arrangement which a party voluntarily

enters into, even though he cannot get it on better terms, is a compulsory

arrangement ?—If I am obliged to buy an article, and I buy it at the cheapest

price at which I can get it, it is compulsory upon me to give that price.

3437. If there is no other article such as you want to be had ''.—If I cannot

get the article I want at a cheaper price it is compulsory ; in this case there is

none other to be had ; the only article in the market is the one going from

Dublin to Cork.

3438. In those districts where trains run alongside the road you have used

other means of communication ; consequently there are other articles to be had

in this particular district besides the railway ?—But they are articles of a very

different description ; I believe the Committee think they are of a very different

description indeed.

3439. You are aware of the increased accommodation which this railway has

given the Post-office authorities recently by means of the travelling post-office ?

—Yes.

3440. Are you aware that in the event of an arbitration having taken place

between those two bodies, the Post-office and the railway, there would have been-

a demand
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a demand for an increase of payment upon the part of the railway for that A. Trollope,

accommodation ?—No ; I think there would have been no increased demand,

and no decreased payment. 27 July l855>

3441. Then the present arrangement under this award was a voluntary

arrangement between the two parties ?—The arrangement under which the

extra accommodation by means of the travelling post-office is afforded, is a

purely voluntary arrangement.

3442. Of course you were connected with the Post-office at the time this

arrangement was made originally t—Yes.

3443. Were you sub-surveyor of the district at the time 1—I was. That is, at

the time the railway was first used.

3444. I presume you were consulted by the Post-office as to the arrangement

for that accommodation t—Yes ; I drew up the reports which were to be sub

mitted to the Postmaster-general, showing the different amounts of accommo

dation which that use of the railway would give to all the different towns, but

not as to cost.

3445. Is it within your knowledge that the Post-office authorities, when sub

mitting this question to arbitration, brought forward the best evidence, and the

ablest advocate to support their case before the umpire :—I do not know at all

what steps the Post-office took.

3446. Have you any doubt whatever that they did so ?—I do not know at all

what was done, but I have no doubt that the best steps were taken ; but as to

what the steps were which were taken I am perfectly ignorant.

3447. From the remarks which were made in this room by Mr. Hill and

others, the Post-office authorities appear to consider the present price of 4s. 6d.

a mile for the night mail as very exorbitant ?—I think any questions about

that had better be asked of Mr. Page ; I had nothing to do with it ; I should not

be consulted in any way, nor would the surveyor of the district, as to the price

which should be paid, or the price at which the mails should be worked.

3448. Mr. Fletcher submitted a proposition to you for the working of a night

mail between Dublin and Waterford ; and I wish to call your attention to

Question and Answer 2844, in your evidence, as to that 1—I have got it.

3449. Mr. Fletcher's proposal to you was for working the night mail between

Dublin and Waterford all through by the rails, instead of by the present mode ?

— It was.

3450. He stated that the expenditure at present incurred by the Post-office

for that service would, with a slight addition, be equivalent for making an

arrangement of that kind ?—I think he expressed that opinion.

34,'}]. You seem to doubt it very much in your answer, as given in 2844?—

I do doubt it very much.

3452. You stated, in answer to Mr. Scully, that the sum which you pay

Mr. Bianconi for that mail-car is about 8 1. per annum per mile ?—Not

to Mr. Bianconi. Do you mean the Carlow car ?

3453. The car between Waterford and Maryborough?—No; the 8 /. per mile

per annum was the sum paid for the car from Maryborough to Carlow, and to

Bagenalstown.

34.54. What is the sum paid per mile for the car from Maryborough to

Waterford ?—I think it is about 1 5 /. a mile.

3455- We may take tna* as the average, running over the entire distance?—Yes.

34/i6. You pay the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway, which runs alongside

the road traversed by that car, at present the sum of 6 d. per mile for the day

mail ?—We pay the sum of 485 I., that being at the rate of b' d. a mile for the

day mail.

3457. If they ran a train to suit the hour of the present dispatch of the mail

from Waterford at 1 s. a mile, and you were able to remove thereby the existing

car, would not that very much work out Mr. Fletcher's calculation ?—No ; it

would be very far from working out Mr. Fletcher's calculation. If we were to

pay them at the rate of 1 s. a mile, instead of 6 d., we should pay them 030 I. a

year for carrying the mail from Waterford to Kilkenny and back ; at present we

pay 950 /., which is 20 I. more, for carrying the mail from Waterford to Mary

borough and back. If we were to adopt Mr. Fletcher's proposition, we should

have, besides paying to his company the sum of 930 /., to pay some sum for the

conveyance of the mails from Kilkenny to Carlow, over that line which is called

the South Eastern, and we should have to pay some further sum for the

0.62. E E conveyance



218 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

A. TroUopc, Esq. conveyance of the night mail from Carlow to Kildare over that line ; and

• therefore the sum which we should have to pay to Mr. Fletcher's line would be

37 Julw 1855. but a small proportion of the sum we should have to pay for the whole work.

3458. Take it from Dublin to Kildare ; what extra expense would be entailed

U(x>n the Post-office by running the niglit mail which leaves Dublin at half-past

seven, with the Waterford letters, as I believe they go at present to Kildare by

that train ?—None.

34.59. It arrives at Kildare at what hour r—At 8.50 p. m.

3460. Do you consider a train running at that hour a day or a night train,

according to Post-office calculation?—That train is a night train ; but if a train

ceased to run at 8.50, it would be a day train.

3461. Then we will take it up to 8.50 at Kildare ; what time would that train

in due course reach Carlow?—In 54 minutes; that would be at 9.44.

3462. Would you call that a night or a day train ?—I would call a train

ceasing to run at that hour a day train.

3,463. You pay a day service to that company :—We do pay to that company

at a certain rate for day service.

3464. One shilling a miie ?—One shilling a mile.

3465. Therefore I have brought you down now from Dublin to Carlow, which

would be a day train in reality, without any extra expense ?—I think not.

3466. From Dublin to Kildare what extra expenditure would be imposed upon

the Post-office by dispatching letters by the half- past seven train ?—None.

3467. From Kildare to Carlow, what extra expense would be incurred:—If

the company agreed to run at this hour for 1*. a mile, or for the same price

as we now pay for the day mail, which goes over that line in the morning,

it would amount to a considerable sum per annum ; between 900 /. and

1,000*.

3468. To run the train from Kildare to Carlow ?—Yes ; with a mail timed at

Kildare to suit the present arrival of the night mail from Dublin.

3469. That is, if the company charged you at the rate of 4s. Gd. a mile:—

No, if they only charged us at the rate of 1*. a mile.

3470. You have stated, that according to the Post-office calculation, a train

starting at the time I speak of, and running to Kildare, would be a day train!—

I have made no calculation that the company would carry mails at that hour at

the rate at which they at present carry the day mail ; I have made no calcula

tion ; I am of opinion they would refuse to do so.

3471. I asked as to the train arriving in Carlow at 9.45, would you in Post-

office estimation consider that a day or a night train, and you said you would

consider it a day train •—I said, in my own estimation, I would consider a train

running at that hour a day train, but I do not think anybody employed by the

Post-office as referee in such a case would consider that the company should be

bound to carry the mail at that hour at the same rate as they do now the day

mails.

3472. Are you not of opinion that it is going beyond your province to calcu

late what would be the estimate of a referee ?—I think it is what I am obliged

to do to meet your question.

3473. I ask whether, in your estimation, a train arriving at Carlow at 9.44

would be considered a day or a night train ?—I should say it was a train running

during what are commonly called day hours.

3474. Mr. Liddell.] Have you any precise definition in the Post-office of what

is and what is not a day train ?—We have a very precise definition of what is

and what is not a day mail, but no definition of what is or what is not a day train ;

day mails very often travel by night, and night mails very often travel by day.

3475. What is the latest hour in the night that the day mail may arrive ; may

it be at any hour ?—I think I had better explain what the Post-office mean by

night and day mails ; those mails are always intended to express mails running

from the metropolis, and not cross mails ; we never call cross mails, as a general

rule, day or night mails ; those terms are applied to mails running to and from

the metropolis. From every metropolis there is a mail running out at night

after the business of the day is over; from Dublin it goes at 7 p.m., and from

London it goes at 8 p. m. ; that is called a night mail, and that term is carried

through as far as that mail goes, and it may, therefore, clearly be seen, that when

the London night mail gets into Scotland, that night mail is travelling during the

day. The day mails in the same way are so called, because they leave the

metropolis
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.metropolis early in the morning, and, therefore, a day mail which leaves London A. Trollope, Esq.

early in the morning will be travelling in Scotland during the night.

3476. Mr. .Barrow.] Then your answer, with respect to the cost to Kildare, 27 July 1855.

arose from the circumstance, that your arrangement with this railway is to pay

a certain sum for trains running at the postal hour ?—Exactly ; hut the Com

mittee should bear in mind, that some time ago we were positively paying to that

company 4s. 6d. a single mile for trains running at those very hours ; and if this

mail from Kildare to Carlow were run by the railway in the way suggested, and

at the time suggested, we should pay the same price as for the conveyance of the

mail to Cork.

3477. Mr. GroganJ] When the Post-office authorities were satisfied to pay

this sum of 4 s. Qd. a mile for the conveyance of the mail from Kildare to

Carlow, are you at all surprised that the company were willing to take it?—Not

at all ; but the Post-office authorities were very unwilling to pay it.

34.78. Have you recently entered into a new contract with the company, or is

it only provisional arrangement '(—There is no new contract.

3479. Does any contract at present exist with the company?—I believe not ;

it seems that the arrangements made under arbitration are not contracts.

3480. Will you be surprised if I tell you, that if a contract were entered into

with that company at their present prices, and for the present postal accommo

dations, they are willing to give mails by any other branch line belonging to

them for no extra charge r—I should not be surprised if they were willing to

do so.

348 1 . Then you will assume for argument's sake that the price now paid to

this particular company is the price mentioned by Mr. Hill, which I think was

32,000 /. a year, and that this company is willing to enter into a contract with the

Post-office authorities to give them all the present facilities, and also to carry

the mails on the branch lines without any additional remuneration ?—It may be

that the company would be very glad to bind down the Post-office to pay them

that sum if the Post-office be not bound, but 1 am really at sea in answering

questions relative to the rate of pay to those companies.

3482. You stated to me that with regard to the service of the Cork to Dublin,

the Post-office really had no choice; that there was only one article in the

market ?—Yes, I said so.

3483. And you have also stated as being positive that the Post-office have not

considered it either necessary or useful to re-open the present arbitration, by

holding a fresh arbitration ?—It seems they have not done so yet.

3484. What objection therefore under the circumstances can the Post-office

reasonably entertain to making a contract with this company, if they are to get

the advantages of running on the branch lines for nothing ?—I cannot answer

for what the views of the department might be upon such a matter ; it may be

that the Postmaster-general is of opinion that he could now get much lower

terms than 4*. 6d. a mile, by arbitration, and it may be his intention to go to

arbitration.

3485. If that be his impression, do not you think it is his duty as a public

officer to try it by arbitration ?—Certainly it will be his duty to do so at the period

when he thinks it can be done availably.

3486. I was endeavouring, before I put that question to you as to obtaining

the service of the branch lines for nothing, to show you that according to my

estimation you could bring the mails .down to Carlow without any additional

expenditure ?—I do not think even if they would do it for nothing that your

position is proved, because it would be very clear that they would be carrying

the night mail from Kildare to Carlow for nothing in order to induce the Post

master-general to continue to pay 4*. 6 d. a mile for the whole line down to Cork..

;]487. Which they are at present receiving ?—Which they are at present

receiving, but of which they have not a long tenure, and therefore it would be

clear thatwe should be giving themacertain amount of value for their service down

to Carlow ; they would give us the service to induce us to continue the large sum

which we pay now down to Cork, and if you presume that, you must also presume

that we think we can get the service clown to Cork at a less sum, and therefore it

would not be that we should get the mails carried for nothing.

3488. You have stated already that the Carlow bag was a heavy bag ; it is at

present transmitted by one-horse car without any guard ?—It is so.

0.62. E E 2 .3489. Would
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Trollope, Esq. 3489. Would the accommodation which we are now supposing, be an advan-

tage in point of security and in point of dispatch to the Carlow communication?

27 July 1855. —It would be no advantage to Carlow in point of dispatch or in point of arrival;

whether it would be an advantage in point of security dipends upon the way in

which the evidence respecting these mail cars is received by the Committee.

3490. Take it now with regard to the point of arrival : you said it would arrive

in Carlow at about 9.45 in the evening ; at what time would it arrive in Kilkenny ?

— 10.44.

3491. Too late to be delivered that night?—Yes.

3492. And to be delivered in the morning at much about the same hour as it

is at present ?—Yes.

3493. Then as to the dispatch ?—I have a return here which I am going to put

in, when myevidence is concluded with regard to the hour at which the mails would

be dispatched from Kilkenny and Carlow, in the event of this line being used;

I have said that it would depend upon what arrangement might be made be

tween the Post-office and the railway company. Mr. Fletcher was not quite

decided as to the hour at which he would propose to start the mail train from

Waterford.

3494. We are speaking now of the payment ; what price are you paying at

present to the Irish South Eastern line for the transmission of the day mail?—

We pay them at the rate of 4d. a mile, 263 /. 8 *. 10 d.

3495. And you pay the Kilkenny and Waterford Qd. a mile?—We pay the

Kilkenny and Waterford 6 d.

3496. My supposition to you was, that you paid 1 s. for this night mail ; what

would be the total expenditure then between Waterford and Carlow ?—About

1.500/. ; the present sum at 6 d. a mile is about 750 /., therefore double that

would be 1.500/.

3497. About 1,500/. to run the night mail upon those lines ; in that event,

what expense of cars would be saved?—The car from Maryborough to Bagenals-

town would be saved.

3498. What would that amount to ?—£.300 a year.

3499. Am I to take it that 300 /. a year would be saved from that line ?—

Yes ; the whole of that car would be saved, and the car or coach from Mary

borough to Waterford would be saved.

3500. What would that be?—£.950.

3501. Does that include the tolls we heard speak of before?—The tolls were

only 30 1. a year ; I am not able to say that they have ceased.

3502. That is 1,250 /. a year?—Yes.

3503. Would there be any economy, in point of guards, in the event of your

running upon that line ?—No, they would cross on the road ; there must

be two.

3504. Would there be any economy effected in the transmission of the mail

which at present goes to Ballyragget by the means which Mr. Scully has

referred to ?—No, there would be no saving of expenditure ; but you must

deduct from the 1.250Z. the cost of serving Abbeyleix and Ballyragget from

Maryborough, and you must also deduct the cost of communications between

the stations and the post-office at Athy, at Carlow, at Bagenalstown, at Kil

kenny, at Thomastown, and at Waterford ; and you must also deduct the

expense of a foot-messenger, who would have to go from Bagenalstown to

Leighlinbridge.

3505. Can you form an estimate of what would be the total of that cost?—

The probable cost of serving the post towns from the stations might be put down

at 151. for each station.

3506. Take for instance the transmission from the railway station at Bagenals

town to the post-office at Bagenalstown, you put down that as an annual sum of

I5/. ?—No, 1 do not put that down as an annual sum of 15 /. ; it would vary

very much ; it might be less at Bagenalstown and more at some other places; it

varies according to the distance, and it of course depends somewhat upon the

hour ; if the man has to get up in the night to do it, which he has in some

instances, of course he would be paid more. At Waterford it would probably

cost 40 L a year, as the mails would have to come in on a car.

3.507. At what time would they come into Waterford ?—In the middle of the

night ; I had made my calculation that they would arrive at Waterford at I a.m. 5

it depends upon the rate of speed that would be maintained.

3508. Will
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3508. Will you give me the estimate upon which you have made out the sum A. Troltopc, Esq.

of about 15/. per station (—I was asked to do it very quickly ; as a general rule

it will cost that average. At Carlow, at Waterford and at Kilkenny the commu- 27 July 1855.

nication would be not that of a foot messenger, but a mail car would be neces

sary; the bags would be too heavy to be carried by a foot messenger ; at those three

places it might come to 40 /. a year. At Thomastown, Athy and Bagenalstown it

would come to a good deal less than 15/. ; I am sure I am under the mark when

I average them at 15/. a year throughout.

3509. It appears to me, when you get bags carried 20 miles in a day for 7 s. per

week, you make a large estimate in putting 15/. per station?—It is the difference

between night service and day service, and a mail car and a foot messenger.

35 1 o. It is impossible at present to go into those calculations with any degree

of accuracy; but what do you say would be about the cost of such transmission from

the railway station to the post-office, on the line to which we are referring ?—I

think I may safely say, that it would certainly exceed 120/. to serve the towns

from the stations.

35 n. Then what do you put down as the expense of the postal car between

Maryborough and Abbeyleix, which appears to be the centre of several small

towns ; what is the distance ?—It is eight miles six furlongs. I will say 60 /.

I am almost sure it would be more than that, but I put it at the lowest. The

'Committee must remember, that, in point of fact, the Postmaster-general would

send that car on to Ballyragget.

3512. What is the number of letters delivered at Ballyragget?—The number

of letters is 1,023 in the week, amounting to 277 I. of revenue per annum.

35 '3- Could not that be carried on by a foot messenger from Freshford?—It

could not be carried on by a foot messenger from Freshford. I do not think you

have a right to take a town and throw it over, for the purpose of giving some

benefit to another town. My opinion is, that the mail car would be carried into

Ballyragget from Abbeyleix.

3514. Mr. Liddell.~\ Is there any particular stipulated number of letters which

-regulates the transmission by foot messenger?—No, there is not ; but from my

knowledge of the place when I was in the district, and from my knowledge of

such matters, I am prepared to say, that the Postmaster-general would serve it

,by a mail car.

3515. Mr. GroganJ] What is the population of Ballyragget?—I have no

•means of knowing the population of any places ; probably the population of a

town having a large number of letters may be very small, but the number of

•letters may be large, because of the district around it.

3516. Is Ballyragget a post town?— It is.

3517. How many places are served from it?—Castlecomer, which is a much

larger place.

3518. How is the post carried between Castlecomer and Ballyragget?—By a

-foot messenger.

3519. Is there any extensive commercial establishment in Ballyragget?—

None.

3520. Or at Castlecomer?—Not to my knowledge.

3521. Are there any coals at Castlecomer?—There are coal-mines in the dis

trict of Castlecomer; but the coal districts do not get their letters from Castle

comer, they get their letters from a place called Crettyyard.

3522. I understood you to say that Castlecomer is a larger and more impor

tant place than Ballyragget ?—It is.

3523. And it is served by a foot messenger from Ballyragget?—Yes.

3.-124. Why do you say so positively that it would not be advisable to serve

Ballyragget from Freshford ?—Because it is necessary to send the letters on

"beyond Ballyragget to Castlecomer.

3525. Would there be any difficulty in doing that?— If we had a foot mes

senger coming into Ballyragget, and the letters had to go on to Castlecomer by

another messenger, the delay would be excessive ; it might be that instead of

running the mail car on from Abbeyleix to Ballyragget, we might run it on to

Castlecomer ; then Ballyragget would be made a sub-office under Castlecomer,

instead of Castlecomer being a sub-office under Ballyragget.

3526. What would be the expense that you think would be occasioned in

0.62. E B 3 consequence



222 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

A. Trollopc, Esq. consequence of that arrangement?—The mail-car would probably cost 160 /.

-i per annum.

27 July 1855. 3527. Viscount Monck.] In addition to the 60 /. for Ballyragget:—No,

including that ; for the mail-car, whether it went to Ballyragget or Castlecomer.

I think the effect of that would be, that we should have to deduct something

Kke 280 /. from the 1,250 /., which would be saved, and that would leave us

970 /. to pay for the conveyance by railway ; and it will be seen that we already

pay to this railway, for the conveyance of the day mail by train, 750 I. ; and the

presumption of the Honourable Member is that the night mails would be carried

for double that sum, which, is 1,500 /.

3528. Mr. Grogan.~] I took the figure from yourself:—I think the evidence

would have been given much clearer, if Mr. Page had given it. The conveyance

of the mail, at the rate of Is. a mile for the whole distance, would be 1,953?.

3529. Instead of I,250/. ':—No, not instead of 1,250 /. ; we should only have

applicable the sum 070 /. towards paying that 1 ,950 /.

3.13O. I cannot follow your calculations as you make them, but it does not

appear to me that they tally with the other evidence ?—We at present pay for the

two conveyances running to Maryborough the sum of 1 ,2501. per annum. We

presume that that amount would be saved by the discontinuance of those cars;

we have then to deduct from that saving 280/. additional expense, which leaves

970 1. Then the sum which has been named as the probable charge for the

conveyance of the night mails from Waterford to Oarlow is 1,953 /. ; and it will

therefore be seen that we shall have 970 /. to pay 1,953/.

353 1' Viscount Monck. ~\ Would you not have to add something to that for

the conveyance of the mails from Carlow to Kildaie :—The Honourable Member

has thrown that out of question. I cannot say that we should not. I thiuk we

should have to pay ; but we are making a calculation now for conveying the mails

np to Carlow.

3532. Mr. Grogan.] You make the calculation on the supposition that no

charge is made for the conveyance of mails from Carlow to Kildare ?—Exactly ;

that is your supposition.

3533. Now we will take the dispatch, if you please. The mail would be

dispatched from Waterford, we will say at half-past seven in the evening, by

train •—Yes.

3534. It would arrive in Kilkenny, when?—I think that Mr. Fletcher said

that the dispatch from Waterford was to be at half-past eight.

35D5- Then take it at half-past eight, or eight, if Mr. Fletcher said so ?—If it

left at half-past seven it would be better for Kilkenny.

3536. Take it at half-past seven, it would arrive at Kilkenny at what o'clock?

•—At 15 minutes past nine.

3537- That would be too late for delivery there ?—That would be too late for

delivery there.

3538. Would it be too late for merchants to get their letters, if they chose to

call at the office for them :—I do not think that we ever give a delivery of letters,

arriving after 9.15 ; if a point were made of it, it might be done.

3539. It would arrive at 9.15 ?— It would arrive at 9.15 at the station ; there

would be 15 miles to get to the post-office, and 15 minutes to sort the letters;

we close all the offices at ten.

3540. If it were a great object the public could get their letters at that time,

those who chose to send for them ?—I think it might be done.

3541. By the present arrangement letters would arrive in Kilkenny at 10.51 ;

that is nearly two hours later ?—Yes.

3542. They could not possibly be received that night r—No, they could not

possibly be received that night ; in point of fact they would not be received in

either case, by one arrangement or the other.

3543. Take Thomastown ; Thomastown would receive its letters something

before a quarter to eight, I suppose ?—Where from ?

3.544. Suppose the night mail left Waterford, as we said, at half-past seven?

—Thomastown would receive its mail from Waterford at a quarter to nine.

3.545. Those letters could not be delivered that night:— Not by the letter-

carrier ; they might be got from the window.

3.546. At what time do those letters arrive by the present conveyance :—At

9.36 p.m.

3547. Can
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' 3547- Can they be got from tii e window?—I imagine not. A. Trollope,J&q.

3548. Then Thomastown is the turning point upon your line, down to Ross?

—Yes. "

3549. Assuming the night mail to be used, at what time will the Dublin <bwn

mail reach Thomastown?—At 11.17-

3.550. Would it be dispatched the same night on to Ross ?—Yes ; the dispatch

on to Ross must wait for the arrival from Waterford; it could be dispatched a*

soon as the two arrivals had taken place at Thomastown, the one from Water-

ford, and the one from Dublin.

355 1 . The one from Dublin would necessarily be subsequent to the one frona

Waterford r—Starting at that hour it would.

3552. Then Bennettsbridge ?—Bennettsbridge is a little village, served by a

foot runner from Kilkenny.

3553- Do you know the district of Bennettsbridge ?—Yes.

3554. Are you aware there are very large milling establishments there ?—I

Lnow there are.

3555. Of considerable importance?—Yes.

3556. And as a matter of course, facility of postal communication must be an

object to them ?—It would not affect Bennettsbridge in any way at all ; Bennetts-

bridge at present gets its mail at 7.40 in the morning, and it would still get its

mail at 7.40 in tbe morning ; it dispatches its mail at 5 p. m., and it would still

dispatch its mail at 5 p. m.

35.57. Would it be necessary to dispatch at five if you had a mail at half-past

seven from Waterford?—It would not alter the circumstances under which it is

so dispatched ; whether it is necessary to dispatch it so early or not, is another

question, but it would not alter the ground of dispatch at all ; it is served by a

foot messenger.

3558. By a foot messenger from where?—From Kilkenny.

3559. It is a sub-post ?—It is.

3560. Is Bagenalstown a sub-post or a post?—Bagenalstown is a sub-ofBce>

having the advantage of a direct bag from Dublin by the day mail ; it has most of

the advantages of a principal office, without being a principal office.

3561. In the event of t'ns night-mail being run from Bagenalstown, it then

probably would have a bag to itself ?—In the event of the train being used,

Bagenalstown would have to be made a principal office.

3562. The population of Bagenalstown is not very considerable?—No, it is a.

small town.

3,163. But there are very extensive milling establishments there r—There is a

good deal of milling through all that part of Ireland.

3.564. Are you aware of the number of letters which go to Bagenalstown,

or of the income of the office ?—No, it is a sub-office ; I am not able to state

that.

3565. But you are aware of the fact that there are very large milling establish

ments there ?—There are large milling establishments there.

3566. And it would be a great accommodation, of course, to the gentlemen

concerned in those establishments to have facilities of that kind ?—They would

get no increased facilities ', when I say no increased facilities, they would get

the same facilities that Mr. Alexander, who gave evidence, would get with refer

ence to the letters from Waterford ; but they would not get their letters any

earlier than they do now.

3567. What is the facility you allude to ?—A letter posted in time for the

night dispatch from Waterford would reach Bagenalstown the next morning ; now

it only reaches Bagenalstown by the day mail in the middle of the day for

delivery about noon.

3.568. With regard to Bagenalstown and to Carlow, the advantage-which you

allude to would be attained in both those places?—An acceleration of letters

between Waterford and those towns would be given.

3569. I pass over the smaller places, Gowran and so on, and merely confine

the question to Bagenalstown and to Carlow ?—It would not affect Gowran at all ;

Gowran has its letters from Waterford direct at present, but Bagenalstown and

Carlow, which now receive their Waterford letters in the middle of the day,

would receive them in the morning.

0.62. E E 4 3570. Then
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357°. Then with regard to the facility of answering those letters, a letter

would be delivered early in Bagenalstown on the morning after it was written in

27 July 1855. Waterford ?— Certainly.

3571. What opportunity would there be then of replying to that letter?—

That letter might be replied to by the dispatch of the day mail to Waterford.

3572. And would be received in Waterford at about half-past one or two ?—

Yes.

3573. Supposing a letter were now written in Waterford on Monday evening,

and dispatched by the present mode of conveyance to Bagenalstown, when could

a reply to that be sent ?—The reply to that from Bagenalstown would reach

Waterford in the middle of the day on Wednesday, but from Carlow it would

reach by the first delivery on Wednesday.

3574. That is, to a letter posted at Waterford on Monday evening, an answer

would be received in the middle of the day on Wednesday from Bagenalstown by

the present arrangement?—Yes; by the present arrangement, that would be

the circulation.

3575- To a letter posted in Waterford, by the proposed employment of a train

for the night mail, an answer would be received by the middle of the day on

Tuesday?—Yes, it might be so.

3576. In Carlow the advantage would be somewhat analogous ?—No, the advan

tage would not be analogous, because Carlow has a direct communication by

railway which would enable it to answer its letters a post earlier to Waterford ;

the answer from Carlow would reach Waterford in time for the first delivery in

the morning, instead of in time for the third delivery, at two o'clock.

3577. How would that letter travel ; would it go to Maryborough r—Yes, it

would go to Maryborough ; there is a bag made up at Carlow by the train

leaving Carlow ahout 7 p. m., which is carried to Kildare ; the letters so sent

come down from Kildare by the night mail train.

3578. Is there a day-post from Carlow?—There is.

3579. The advantages, such as they are, are obvious to Bagenalstown ; but as

to Carlow, as between Carlow and those places, they could only be attained at

the expense of about 950/. a year?—The increased expense would be about

900/. a year, but in making the calculation, which has just been given, we have

calculated the advantages, but have not calculated the disadvantages.

3580. Now will you be kind enough to speak to the disadvantages r —The

dispatch, I think, has been stated to be from Kilkenny at 9.15 p. m., that is to

say, from the Kilkenny station, and the dispatch, the Kilkenny post-office would

be at 9 p. m., and letters would be posted up to 8.30 p. m. ; at present they are

posted up to 10 p.m., but the disadvantage in this respect would be felt more

severely at other places.

3581. What is the extent of the disadvantage entailed upon Kilkenny by the

substitution of the one for the other, for all purposes of business ?—Not a very

heavy disadvantage ; and in the same way the advantage to Bagenalstown would

not be a very heavy advantage.

3582. You said there were some towns that would be more inconvenienced

by such un arrangement than Kilkenny ; what are they ?—Gowran and Gores-

bridge, which at present dispatch their mails at 8.7 and 7.37, would have to

dispatch them an hour earlier ; Callan, which now dispatches its mail at 8.7,

would have lo dispatch its mail an hour earlier.

3,583. Can you tell me the extent of the correspondence of any or all of those

places r—I cannot state the correspondence with those places, but I am going on

in the list ; I can state the correspondence of Ross, which would be incon

venienced in a similar manner ; I think the arrival at Thomastown was calculated

to be at a quarter before 9, we will call it at 9 o'clock, at the post-office.

The dispatch from Ross would have to take place at 6.20 instead of 7 p. m.

The revenue of the Ross post-office can be stated ; it is 853Z. per annum.

3584. Is that revenue derived from letters traversing across the country from

Waterford ?—It is derived from letters traversing from Ross to all parts of the

country, and those letters are letters which would go by the mail to which we

are alluding, which is a mail traversing to all parts of the country. Letters from

Ross to London and Ross to Dublin would be affected by this change.

3585. Is it the only communication from Ross to all parts of the country,

including Dublin, and to London by Thomastown ?—The only communication

from



ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 225

from Ross to Dublin is by Thomastown. Letters from Wexford to Cork, which A. TroOope,

now leave that town at 3 p. m., would have to leave at 2,20 p. m.

3586. Would those letters arrive earlier by such an improved line than they 27 July l855-

do at present ?—Those letters would not arrive earlier at any town by such an

arrangement. The accommodation would be increased as regards letters from

Ross to Carlow, in the same way as it would from Waterford to Carlow.

3.587. Are those the whole of the inconveniences that you consider would arise

from this substitution of the rail for the present mode of communication?—I

think I have named them all.

3588. Will you sum up briefly what you consider to be the advantages and

disadvantages of that mode of conveyance ?—I consider that the advantages are

the increased communications between the county of Carlow, and Waterford and

Wexford.

3.589. Would there be a gain of a day ?—No, not of a day ; but there would

be an increased facility between those towns, and, as far as I am aware, that is

the only advantage which would arise from the use of this railway.

3590. Will you specify what that increased facility would amount to?—A

letter posted at Waterford on the Monday for Carlow, would reach Carlow in time

for the first delivery on Tuesday, instead of only being in time for the second

delivery on Tuesday, and the answer to that letter might reach Waterford on

Tuesday evening in time for the afternoon delivery, instead of reaching Water-

ford on the Wednesday morning in time for the first delivery.

3591. Now for the disadvantages ?—The disadvantages I have given.

3592. The same remark applies to the district generally with regard to Carlow,

Wexford, and Waterford?—Yes, the county of Carlow with those districts.

3593. The disadvantages you have already enumerated?—The disadvantages

I have already enumerated, and in my opinion, irrespective of the expense, the

disadvantages are more considerable than the advantages.

3.594. Mr. De Vere^\ The Dublin and English mails which arrive in Limerick

go on from there to the west of the county of Limerick ?—Yes.

351)5- They go on as far as the town of Newcastle, I believe ?—They do.

3596. They are carried as far as Newcastle by car ?—They are.

3597. I believe that goes no further than Newcastle ?— It does not.

3598. How far is it from Newcastle to Abbeyfeale, which is further west ?—

Speaking from memory only, I think it is 14 English miles.

3599. It is stated to me as 10 miles ; it may be 10 Irish miles?—I think we

used to consider it a 14 English miles stage when the mail-coach was running ;

I may be wrong ; I am only stating it from memory.

3600. At what hour do the mails reach Newcastle ?—At 7.10 a. m.

3601. At what hour do the letters reach Abbeyfeale ?—1.30 p.m.

3602. Are you quite sure that that is correct?—1.30 p. m., that is the hour

stated, and I am quite sure it must be that or something quite close to it; 1 have

no doubt as to the correctness of it.

3603. How are the mails brought to Abbeyfeale ?—By a runner from Listowel.

3604. At what hour would they arrive at Abbeyfeale if the car which stops at

Newcastle was carried on to Abbeyfeale ?—Presuming I am right as to the dis

tance, they would arrive there at half-past nine.

3605. They would then have from half-past 9 to 3.30 p.m. to answer their

letters ?—No, not to 3.30 p. m. ; 2.30 p. m.

3606. That is to allow for the closing of the post-office f—No ; 2.30 would

be the dispatch of such a car. The dispatch at Newcastle is at 5 p. m. We

must allow time for the sorting of the letters at Newcastle. I presume that the

journey from Newcastle to Abbeyfeale would take fully two hours ; it is a very

hilly road.

3607. Then there would be a very considerable saving of time by carrying on

the letters by car from Newcastle to Abbeyfeale, instead of making Abbeyfeale

depend for its service upon Listowel and Kerry ?—No doubt.

3608. People at Abbeyfeale cannot now answer letters by return of post ?

—No.

3609. Is it not the fact that Newcastle is the business town of Abbeyfeale ;

the market town, and the great shopkeeping place of business, in fact, of Abbey

feale ?— 1 should imagine it to be so, from the fact of Abbeyfeale and Newcastle

i>.02. F F being
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A. Trotlope, E»q. being in the same county; Abbeyfeale and Listowel are in different counties;

but I am not aware of it upon any other ground.

•7 July l855- 3610. Suppose a person wrote a letter at Abbeyfeale for Newcastle, which is

14 English miles off, and suppose that letter posted at Abbeyfeale at 9 o'clock

a. m. on Monday, I believe it would remain in the Abbeyfeale post-office until

Tuesday?—Yes; there is only one dispatch at Abbeyfeale, which takes place

at 7.40 in the morning.

361 1. Then that letter, though written early in the morning, and posted that

day, will remain in the post-office at Abbeyfeale till the following day, Tuesday ?

—It will.

361 2. It then goes to Listowel by a foot messenger :—Yes.

3613. From there it goes to Tarbert, in the county of Kerry :—No; it cannot

he said to go to Tarbert. The mail-car from Tralee to Limerick passes through

Listowel and Tarbert ; and this letter being placed upon the mail-car at Listowel,

would go through Tarbert, but it does not go into the Tarbert post-office..

3614. Then this letter, after reaching Listowel, goes through Tarbert and

through Glin, in the county of Limerick, to Limerick ?—The letter, when it

reaches Listowel, is put into the bag there, which is taken up by the mail-car,

and that mail-car on its road to Limerick passes through Tarbert and Glin.

3615. Then that letter will remain that night in Limerick?—It will.

3610". And will go out by the mail-car to Newcastle the following day?—It

will.

3617. Then a letter which is posted on Monday morning in Abbeyfeale for

Newcastle, a place 14 miles off, does not reach Newcastle until what hour on

Wednesday?—7.10 a.m.

3618. The distance between the two places being 14 miles ?—Yes.

3619. Can you tell me what is the cost of the conveyance of the mails from

Listowel to Abbeyfeale by the runner of whom you speak ?—£. 20 per annum

is paid to the runner.

3620. Can you inform the Committee what would be the probable cost of

-continuing this Limerick and Newcastle car on to Abbeyfeale, which would

afford such great postal convenience •—£. 70 per annum would probably be the

cost.

36^1 . It is stated to me that it would be from 40 /. to 50 /. per annum ; you

think that would be too little : —I made the present contract with the man, or at

least I saw the present contractor who runs the mail-car from Limerick to New

castle at the time he was taking the contract ; I had a conversation with him

respecting the arrangement, and at that time I am sure he would not have gone

on for such a sum.

3622. Then supposing it would cost 60 /. or 70 /., you would have to deduct

from that the sum now paid for the runner, and the balance would be the cost of

the additional conveyance ?—The balance would be the additional cost for serving

Abbeyfeale, and that balance would equal the whole revenue of the post-office of

Abbeyfeale.

3623. Can you state what is the revenue of the post-office of Abbeyfeale ?—

I cannot state it accurately ; but at the time at which Abbeyfeale was made a

sub-office of Listowel, it did not exceed 50 /. per annum.

3624. When was that ?— I think it was on the 6th of July 1851.

3625. Are you aware that Abbeyfeale is a very rapidly improving town, and

that it is the outlet to a great extent of mountain country, which is under a very

rapid process of reclamation ?— I certainly am not aware that Abbeyfeale is an

increasing town ; it certainly was not so four years ago. I have no personal

knowledge of it since that time.

3626. But even four years ago its revenue was 50 I. a year?—I am not speak

ing accurately ; but that was about the revenue of it.

3627. Do not you suppose there is likely to be considerably more than that

now ?—I am inclined to think it is very little more than that now.

3628. Why do you suppose that ?— I do not think there have been any causes

at work which would increase it to any great extent.

3629. I think you stated just now, that you are not aware of what has been

the progress of the town for the last four years, or the progress of the country

around it ?—I am not ; but I think I may say that any improvements which have

taken place in the neighbourhood of Abbeyfeale must be agricultural improve

ments ;
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meats ; and agricultural improvements do not greatly increase the number of A. Tr+ltope, K»q,

letters ; besides, such improvements must have taken place in a very poor class

of land, and therefore they are the least likely to do so. 27 July 1855.

3630. The postal circle around Abbeyfeale I believe is of very considerable

extent ; if you look at the map you will see there is a very large blank space

represented upon it, without any lines representing postal communications t —

That arises chiefly from the fact that the country round Abbeyfeale is a very

poor thinly inhabited country ; a mountainous district ; there is a very large

quantity ot' mountainous district round Abbeyfeale.

3631. Are you aware that that mountain district has been lately undergoing

a very rapid process of reclamation and improvement?—I was not aware of

that.

3632. Mr. MaguireJ] Just one question with reference to those guards who

have charge of the mail on the Great Southern and Western Railway ; I believe

there is a very great trust and confidence necessarily reposed in them in that

situation ?—Not any extraordinary trust and confidence.

3633. Have they not the sorting of the letters, and are they not in fact post

masters to all intents and purposes pro tanto':—No.

3634. Do they ever sort the letters ?—No, they never touch the letters at all.

3635. \Vhat do they do ?—They wait upon the clerks who travel in the railway

post-office, hand out the bags and tie and seal them, and do the coarser part

of the work.

3636. Are there clerks in charge ?—There are clerks who travel in that rail

way post-office.

3637. And in fact, in the department allotted to them, they discharge all the

duties of postmasters ?—All the sorting duties.

3638. Is not the labour rather severe?—Those men are under Mr. Page's

control altogether ; he will be able to tell you exactly the state of things ; I

should think the labour was severe.

3639. If 1 mistake not, those men are compelled to have lodgings in the two

county towns, Cork and Dublin ?—I believe they must do so.

3640. Lodgings in both frequently?— 1 presume so.

3641. Is there any proportionate remuneration for that service?—The men

you are alluding to are all under Mr. Page's control, who is going to be

examined.

3642. Chairman^] As to the memorial which you produced to-day from Clon-

mel ; it complains of the inconveniences suffered in the postal communication

with Waterford ?—It complains in this way : " Your Lordship is especially

requested to notice the hardships which this town, in common with Carrick and

Cahir, suffer by the present system of communication with Waterford, the

place of import and export for this part of the south of Ireland. It now takes

36 hours to have a reply, which might be had in half a dozen hours.

3643. If this memorial had been referred to you, would you have felt it your

duty to inquire what those inconveniences were ?—I presume that this refers to

the inconvenience in the circulation of letters ; I certainly should have inquired

into that.

3644. Then you would have found out the circumstance about the quarter

before nine ?—No, I do not find that that is alluded to at all.

3645. Tt is not specially alluded to ; but do not you consider that that would

be regarded as one of the inconveniences in the postal communication ?—I do

not think it was so regarded by the persons who signed this memorial ; it will be

in your remembrance that 1 stated I had some conversation with one of the

most influential gentlemen in Clonmel, who had signed this memorial, and he

stated positively, that so far from thinking that this extension ought to be given,

he was sorry it was so given.

3646. But when that memorial speaks of the inconvenience of the postal com

munication between Waterford and Clonmel, if it had been referred to you, would

you have thought it your duty to find out that there was only a quarter of an

hour allowed for the delivery of letters at the window, and would you not have

considered that an inconvenience ?—If this memorial had brought to my know

ledge such a circumstance, I certainly should have been disposed to rectify it, but

I should not have considered that it was alluded to in the memorial ; I should

have thought no allusion was made to it in the terms of the memorial.

0.62. F F 2 3647. Does
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A. Troibpe, Esq. 3647. Does not the memorial speak of a number of inconveniences, and is

not that among them ?—The memorial does not speak of the inconvenience of

'37 July 1855. having only a quarter of an hour.

3648. Surely that paragraph admits of a number of inconveniences 1—No,

I think not.

3649. Mr. Maguire.] Here is a statement made on the 20th of July; a

gentleman states, that a letter posted at Tallow or Lismore, and vice versa, has

to be sent 130 miles, and to travel 17 hours or more; if I mistake not, you

left me under the impression the other day, that it did not occupy the number

of hours suggested?—No, I think not; I think what was stated, was this: that

a letter posted at Tallow for Lismore went up to Dublin, and came down from

Dublin, and took two nights and a day ; and I said, that the communication

was of such a nature, that a letter posted at Tallow at 4.50 p. m. on the

Monday reached Lismore at 7 a. m. on the Tuesday.

3650. That is 15 hours; it takes 15 hours to go?—Fourteen and a half;

the circulation being all during the night.

365 1 . That is from Tallow to Lismore, or vice versa ?—Yes.

3652. This gentleman is a man of very great intelligence, and he states that

it takes 17 hours and more; you say, it takes but 14J, and that that is all

done in the night?—I state, that letters leave Tallow at 4.50 p.m., and get

into Lismore at 7.5 a. m.

3653. That is 15 hours, is it not ?—Yes, nearly so.

3654. That is what you say it is from one town to the other, and vice versa r—

From one town to the other, and vice versa.

3655. Mr. F. Scully.] In answering a question put to you the other day, I

think you said that it was stated by me that I was under the impression that

Mr. Bianconi was not the contractor for the mail from Goold's Cross to Clonmel

last winter?—Yes.

3656. I will just call your attention to question 2509 ; I asked you, " Are you

acquainted with the contractor for the car between Goold's Cross and Clonmel r

Who was the contractor last winter? Was it Mr. Bianconi? Mr. Bianconi has

been the contractor ever since the car was on the road, I believe ; I do not think

any other contractor has been on that road.—Are you certain of that ? I see

that there was one contract dated the 6th of October 1852 by Mr. Bianconi"?—

We were then speaking, I think, with reference to the day mail, not to the night

mail.

3657. I ask, at Question 2522, " Have you any evidence to show at what

time the contract commenced with Mr. Bianconi for the two mails" ?— [ said,

" There was one contract on the 6th of October 1852, and another on the

llth of June 1855"; but I think you will find on referring to the evidence,

I stated at the time I was not certain of it, but I afterwards corrected it, and

gave the accurate date of the contract.

3658. Perhaps there was some little irregularity in the proceeding on my

part ; I think I was standing up and you stated to me, at least so I understood

you, that this other person had been the contractor during the last winter ; and

that Mr. Bianconi was not :—The impression I wished to convey to you was,

that there was another contractor at the time the accident took place ; it is a

misunderstanding upon my part. I wish to deliver in some returns which were

promised by Mr. Hill. The first is a return, showing the number of letters

received at the post towns in the counties of Cork, Waterford, Limerick,

Tipperary, Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wicklow, and Wexford, together with

the revenue accruing therefrom for six years. The next is a return, showing

the principal improvements recently effected as regards- the postal arrange

ments in the south of Ireland, and the additional expense incurred thereby. And

the next is a return, showing the revenue of certain towns in the south of Ireland,

in the years 1840 and 1855 ; and also the arrival thereat, and dispatch therefrom,

of mails in those years, as contrasted with each other, and with their arrival and

dispatch, according to proposed use of railways between Limerick and Water-

Vide Appendix. ford, and Kildare and Waterford (delivering in tht same).
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Lunce, 30° die Julii, 1865.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Meagher. Mr. Barrow.

Viscount Monck. Mr. Grogan.

Mr. Lowe. Mr. F. Scully.

Mr. Wickham. Mr. Maguire.

Mr. Wilson.

THOMAS MEAGilER, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR.

Edicard Page, Esq., called in ; and Examined.

36.59. Viscount Monck.'] WHAT is your employment in the Post-office:—lam Edward Page, Esq.

at the head of the Mail-office in London.

3660. But you have also to do with the mails in Ireland too ?—With the chief 3<> July 1855.

mails in England, Scotland, and Ireland.

3661. Negotiations with railway companies for the carriage of the mails pass

through your hands, I believe ?—The greater part of them do.

3662. Have you heard Mr. Hill's and Mr. Trollope's evidence }—I have been

present in this room during the greater part of the time that this Committee have

«at, and I did hear their evidence.

3663. Have you anything you wish to add with reference to the detailed

account of posts in Ireland, or can you add anything to Mr. Trollope's evidence ?—

No, I am comparatively ignorant of much of the detail on which he was examined,

but I quite concur in what he has stated, so far as he has spoken on matters

within my department.

3664. Are you aware of the rates of payment made to railway companies in

England and Ireland for postal services ?—I am.

3665. What is the result of the comparison between the rates paid in England

and those paid in Ireland ?—There can be no doubt that Mr. Hill has correctly

stated that the rates paid in Ireland to the railway companies have been much

higher than those paid in England and Scotland per mile.

3666. Take the instance of the Great Southern and Westeni Railway. What

is the annual payment to that railway?— I have confined my statement here to

the payment for the night and day mail trains between Dublin and Cork, and they

amount to 32,000?. a year.

3667. Do you know of any somewhat similar line of communication in England,

so as to give the Committee the means of comparing the amount paid to each ?—

The nearest comparison I can give is that of the line from London to Dorchester,

which is the South-Western. The length of the railway from Dublin to Cork is

164 miles, which is travelled over by night and day mail trains, and the length

of the line from London to Dorchester is 166 miles, also travelled over by night

and day mail trains. I find that while the whole of the payment which we make

to the Great Southern and Western amounts to as much as 32,000 /. a year, the

payment which we make to the South Western for services nearly similar amounts

to only 13,000 I. a year.

3668. Less than one-half?—Much less.

3669. That is with regard to special trains. You have got special trains upon

both of those lines ?—Yes ; those are trains under special notice at hours which

we fix.

3670. Of what year are you speaking ?— I am speaking now of the present rate

of payment ; the current rate of payment, made at the present moment.

3671. Are they made by agreement, or under arbitration ?—Partly by arbitra

tion and partly by agreement, both of them. I cannot say that either of them is

entirely by arbitration.

3672. With regard to the conveyance of mails by the ordinary passenger trains,

what is the result of the comparison between the amount paid for the service in

the two countries :— Generally speaking we have failed to obtain such cheap

terms from railway companies in Ireland for the use of ordinary passenger trains

as we have in England or in Scotland.

0.6*. F F 3 3673. Have
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Ednard Page, Esq. 3673. Have you ever made any application to the Waterford and Limerick

. Railway, to ascertain what they would perform that service for?—We have had

30 July 1855. negotiations with them, and the particulars of the terms which they demand have

already been stated to the Committee.

3674. Do you remember what the payment demanded was for the ordinary

passenger tniins?—The train which was to have been the day mail was an ordinary

passenger train, and for that they demanded 9d, a mile.

3675. Do you know of any pretty nearly similar line of communication in

England upon which you have mail service of that description, and if so, will you

give the Committee a comparison between the rates demanded by each ?—The line

with which I have thought it fair to make the comparison is the Newcastle and

Carlisle ; the length of that line is 59 J miles. For some time we paid a

considerable sum, I think somewhere about 900 1. a year, for the use of one train

daily in each direction ; that was up to about a year ago.

3676. Do you know what was the rate per mile ?—That sum amounts to not

quite 5d. a mile; that was for the use of one train daily in each direction, the

hour of which we fixed by notice ; but we used also one or two short trains at

smaller allowances. We had often applied to the company to give us the use

of additional trains for the accommodation of that district, anjl the directors

were induced to make us an otter to accept a sum of 1,000 /. a year for the use

of all their trains, but upon the understanding that the Post-office abandoned

its claim to fixing the hour of any of those trains; the present arrangement

therefore is, that we pay for the use of all the trains which the company run, (and

I find they run over 595 miles a day), the sum of 1,000?. a year.

3677. Mr. Groffan."] You send a bag, in fact, by every train you wish?—By

every train we wish. Comparing this with the Waterford and Limerick, the

distance between Waterford and Limerick is 77 miles ; the total number of miles

run by all the trains in a day is 561, and for the use of only one of those trains

the payment asked by the railway amounts to 1,700 /. a year.

3678. Viscount Monck.] For a much less service than is performed for the

1,000/. a year by the other railway?—For a less service, and for inferior objects,

so far as Post-office purposes are concerned, because the correspondence of the

towns with which the Newcastle and Carlisle line is in immediate connexion

is much greater than that of the towns upon the Waterford and Limerick line.

3679. But it is also a less service as regards the railway, because you have the

right of using every train upon the Newcastle and Carlisle, whereas you would

have only the right of using one train upon the Waterford and Limerick ?—Jnst so.

3680. Have you any arrangements wnth other lines of railway in England of

this character, namely, for a fixed rate of payment, using ordinary trains?

—We have similar agreements with several companies. I will name them.

With the London and North-Western ; the Midland ; the Newcastle and Carlisle;

the East Lancashire ; the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire ; the Lancashire

and Yorkshire ; the London and Brighton ; the Stockton and Darlington ; what

is called the Little North-Western between Skipton and Lancaster ; and the

Dublin and Kingstown, and I believe one or two others.

368 1 . Mr. Groffan.] Does the table you have just read give the mileage or the

length of each line ?— No, it does not.

3682. Viscount Monck.'} Does it give the gross sums which you have paid?—

I have not named any sums, but merely the lines.

3683. Do you pay them gross sums or a mileage ?—We pay them a fixed annual

sum ; an unvarying amount, for a certain fixed service, including also the free use

of all the ordinary trains.

3(184. Is the amount in every case in England less in proportion to the service

done than in Ireland ;— [ have not made any comparison, I have only shown that

the principle of making fixed payments to companies is adopted extensively ifl

England.

3685. You have not made any comparison between them ?—No ; you cannot

make a comparison between them.

3680. M.r.Grogan.'} Can you give the number of miles run between London

and Liverpool, that would give a comparison of the mileage ?—But we use every

branch ; we have the power of using every train run upon that line, and its

branches.

3687. Viscount Monck.~\ Have you any arrangement with lines in Ireland for

similar services, at a cheaper rate than that demanded by the Limerick and

Waterford ?—
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Waterford ?—Yes; with several companies we have succeeded in obtaining better Edward Page, Esq.

terms ; for instance, we pay to the Belfast and Ballymena Railway Company the

sum of 2401. a year for the use of one train daily in each direction; the rate per 3° J"'y '855-

mile would amount to about 3 d.\ we have also a service performed by the London

derry and Enniskillen Company ; they convey for us the day mail from Omagh to

Deny, at the rate of 100 I. a year, which is at less than 2^d. a mile ; and the

Dundalk and Enniskillen Railway Company convey the day mail in both directions

between Dundalk and Ballybay for the sum of 1 50 /. a year ; that amounts also

to the rate of 2 J d. a mile. We pay the sum of 600 I. a year to the London

derry and Coleraine Railway Company for the use of two trains daily in each

direction : the distance is 33 miles and the mileage will come to about 3 i d.

Then again to the Ulster Company we pay 200 /. a year for the use of a train in

each direction between Belfast and Armagh ; that rate is less than 2 d. a mile.

3688. Mr. Grogan.'] Is that a fixed amount ?—The terms are not fixed in a legal

form, it is merely an interchange of letters between the railway and the post-

office ; we ask them to do it and they do it.

36^9. Viscount Monck.~\ Have you any other kind of arrangement for the

carriage of mails in England besides those two which you have mentioned, namely,

that of a mileage rate and a gross sum, either using a special train or using an

ordinary passenger train?— It is a very common thing with railway companies in

England to allow us to send the Post-office bags without any Post-office messenger,

but in charge of the company's guard for an ordinary second-class fare ; that

applies not to the branch lines only, but to many main lines.

3690. You pay the fare of a second-class passenger for sending the bags each

time they go?—Yes; we pay a second-class fare for the service of conveying

those bags.

3691. Including a messenger ?—Without a messenger. The bags go in charge

of the company's guard. I am reminded that all the first-class fares in Ireland

are 2d., and the second-class fares about \$d. a mile.

3692. Can you tell the Committee the lines upon which that arrangement

exists ?— I have a list of the towns between which bags are conveyed at the second-

class fare. Between Tiverton and the Tiverton Junction ; between Bristol and

Exeter, Durston and Yeovil, London and Yarmouth, Peterborough and Ely, Wis-

beach and Ely, from Peterborough to Wisbcach, Cambridge to Huntingdon,

Hitchin to Royston, Lowestoft to Reedham ; Colchester to Ipswich, Ipswich to

Bury, Manningtree to Harwich, Ely to Lynn, Reading to Hungerford, Oxford to

Woodstock Road, Cirencester to Stroud, Chippenham to Frome, Westbury to

Warminster, Bath to Bristol, Polegate to Eastbourne, Southampton to London,

and a variety of other lines.

3693. Mr. Grogan.] Are there any other lines similar to the London and South

ampton ?—The London and Yarmouth. The Bristol and Exeter is a main-line ;

it is the London day-mail to Exeter. Those three are the principal ones.

There are also the lines from Southampton to Dorchester, and Bishopstoke to Salis

bury, Southampton to London (that is a second day mail), Woking to Guildford,

Godalming to Guildford, and Farnham, &c. &c.

3694. Then, with the exception of the three lines, the Bristol and Exeter, the

London and Southampton, and the London and Yarmouth, all the other lines of

which you are now speaking appear to be secondary and branch lines?—The mails

upon all the others except those are not heavy mails.

3695. You would not call them direct mails?—The majority of them are London

day mails, but still they are not heavy mails.

3696. Viscount Monck.] Are you sufficiently acquainted with the postal com

munication in the Irish Post-office to say whether there is such a thing in the

country parts of Ireland as what is considered a heavy day mail?—I have no

means of forming an opinion upon that point. Mr. Trollope would best state

that ; Mr. Hill made the statement, and I believe it to be correct, that the whole

correspondence of Ireland is barely equal to that of the London district post.

3697. What is the result of the comparison of the correspondence carried by

the day mail train between London and Dorchester, and that between Dublin and

and Cork ?—I have no accounts, but my impression is, that that conveyed between

London and Dorchester is infinitely greater than that between Dublin and Cork.

3698. Mr. Grogan.~\ By the day mail ? —By both day and night mail.

3699. Viscount MonckJ] Are you aware of any towns of considerable popu

lation and correspondence in England which have railway communication, but

0.62. F F 4 which
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Edtcord Page, Esq. which are not served as to their night postal communication by railway ?—Yes ;

it by no means follows that because a town in England has railway communication

30 July 1855. we c°nve)T the mails upon that railway. I have a list here of several towns of

considerable magnitude, the letters for which are conveyed by mail carts, although

railway communication exists there : there is Brighton, Salisbury, Hastings,

Oxford, Chatham, Canterbury, and Maidstone ; the correspondence of Brighton is

about 04,000 letters a week ; it receives its night mail by a mail car. I have put

down a list of a similar number of towns in Ireland, the night mails for which are

conveyed by mail cars, although railway communication exists to them ; they

are Limerick, Waterford, Clonmel, Carlow, and Kilkenny ; the town of the

largest amount of correspondence in that list is Limerick, with a correspondence

of 26,000 letters a week, whereas that of Brighton, as I have stated before, is

64,000.

3700. With regard to the answer you made relative to the arrangement which

has been entered into between the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Company and

the Post-office, do you think it is likely the Postmaster-general would be induced

to make a similar arrangement with the Waterford and Limerick Railway, if he

could get the service done upon the same terms ?—My own impression is, judging

from the opinion I am able to form from former negotiations, that had the

Waterford and Limerick Railway Company been willing to do so, and offered to

enter into an agreement at a fixed rate of payment of about 1,000 /. a year,

although 1 should consider that large, I think the Postmaster-general might

have been induced to assent to such an arrangement.

3701. Is there any other observation you wish to make upon that?—In speak

ing of the terms we have obtained from railway companies in England, I should

mention that one railway company has allowed us to send bags at parcel rates

over a part of its line, viz., between Peterborough and Leeds and Wakefield ; the

correspondence conveyed by that mail is important, although not large, being that

between the corn-growing county of Norfolk and the corn market of Wakefield.

We send in those bags as many letters as we like to send at the ordinary

charge of a parcel ; that is the line of the Great Northern Company.

3702. Mr. Grogan^] That is, at the ordinary charge of a parcel sent by the

same train ?—Yes ; and when an application is made for an additional bag upon

that line, we look at what the charge would be, and what the estimated number of

letters is, and if the one would pay for the other we put on the additional bag ; it

is the parcel charge by the passenger train by which it goes, and not the charge

by goods train. But for that offer, we should have been compelled to refuse an

accommodation which has given great satisfaction to the corn merchants of

Wakefield. I think some Honourable Member asked me to produce a state

ment of what was formerly paid for the mail coaches in the south of Ireland.

I have drawn up a statement which I believe to be as nearly as possible correct,

and the following is a list of the coaches which ran in the south of Ireland in

the particular districts to which this reference applies, in the year 1846, before

we commenced to use railways: there was the Dublin and Cork night mail;

the Dublin and Limerick mail ; the Dublin and Waterford mail ; the Dublin

and Cork day mail ; the Limerick and Waterford mail ; the Limerick and Cork

mail ; the Limerick and Tralee mail ; the Cork and Bantry mail ; the Cork and

Waterford mail ; the Cork and Kinsale mail ; the Cork and Clonakilty stage

coach ; and the Dublin and Kilkenny day mail.

3703. Mr. F. Scully. 1 Was there the Cork and Youghal ?—There was the Cork

and Waterford, through Youghal. I can give the expense of any one mail you

would like to know'; the expense of the whole was 14,500 /. a year, including

guards but not tolls ; then setting against that the folloM'ing railway services, the

Great Southern and Western, the Irish South-Eastern, the Waterford and Kil

kenny, and the Waterford and Limerick, I find that we pay for those services

a sum of nearly 35,000 1. a year against 14,000 /. for the coaches; this state

ment was made in consequence of the impression that the coaches formerly

running cost more than the railway services which have replaced them now do.

3704. Chairman.] Are you quite sure you have taken in all the items of

expense connected with the former modes of transmission ; were there not other

modes of transmission at that time besides the mail coaches ?—I have merely takert

the coaches.

3705. What other modes were there ?—There were innumerable cars, as there

are now ; I have not taken them into account, I have merely taken the main arteries.

3706. Mr.
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3706. Mr. Grogan.} Is the 14,000 1. a year the money actually paid by Edvard Page, Esq.

Government ?—The money actually paid by the Government to horsing con-

tractors, to coach-builders, and to guards. ° 30 July 18,05.

3707. There was a very heavy item of tolls, was not there ?—I do not recollect

whether there were tolls paid upon any of those ; but I could not speak with

certainty ; I have not considered the tolls in this statement.

3708. Mr. F. Scully} Is there a coach from Dublin to Wexford now?—

Yes.

3709. What do you pay for that ?—I have no statement of the present

cost of the Dublin and Wexford mail ; I have only taken what the cost was

formerly ; the Dublin and Wexford mail I have assumed to be common to both

sides, and therefore I have not included it at all ; the Dublin and Wexford mail

ran then, and it does now.

3710. You have not a statement of the former cost?—No.

371 1. What is the present cost ?—I think the Dublin and Wexford mail costs

us 1,6UO/. a year, including the guards now.

3712. What is the distance from Dublin to Wexford?—Ninety-two miles.

3713. It would be very nearly double now what you paid for the mail coaches

formerly ?—There is no doubt that generally speaking mail coaches cost now more

than they did formerly.

3714. Why is that?—Principally because there is less traffic generally now to

support the coach ; there are scarcely any mail coaches ; there was formerly a case

in England where a contractor paid us 200 /. a year to be allowed to take the mails.

3715. Mr. Grogan.} What mail was that?—The Lancaster and Carlisle.

3716. Was that to save the tolls?—Partly, and partly for the prestige of con

veying the mails.

3717. Is the Dublin and Wexford mail carried the whole way by conch ?—

It is.

3718. Mr. F. Scully.} What was the cost per mile of coaches in 1846?—

1 have not taken the mileage in each case, but I can prepare and put in a return,

giving the mileage in each case, and I can also include the tolls, if it is desired.

3719. I should like to know what the mileage was, including everything, for

the carriage of mails upon those lines ?—It can be reduced to mileage ; I will

prepare and put in a statement of that kind.

3720. Mr. Grogan.} Have you any other paper to put in ?—No.

3721. Chairman.} Were the mail coaches the only conveyances that were done

away with after the railway was used ?—The mail car service underwent consider

able change.

3722. You have not taken that into account?—No, I have not; but although

we discontinued a great many cars, we also established a great many branch cars

to the railways.

3723. You cannot say whether that will increase or diminish the mileage of

mails conveyed by cars ?—I believe we have increased the number of miles on

which mails are conveyed by cars, but that is in Mr. Trollope's department.

3724. You are not able to give the figures ?—No.

3725. I think you have given us all the cheap railways; will you give us some

specimens of dear ones in England or Wales ?—I believe the highest payment we

have in England, is between Lancaster and Carlisle ; that was until lately at the

rate of half-a-crown a mile for the night and day mails. It was then reduced to

2 s. ; as we paid half-a-crown a mile for all the mails, it is not possible to say how

much of that you can apportion to the nigbt mail, and how much to the day ; but

1 have no doubt that the payment for the night mail there would be very high

indeed, probably nearly 4 s. a mile ; we also until lately have paid as much as 3*.

a mile to the York, Newcastle and Berwick Company.

3726. Mr. Grogan.} What do you pay now? -It will have to go to arbitration.

3727. You say until lately; when did you cease to pay the 3*. ?— 1 think we

have ceased to pay that since the June of the present year.

3728. The reason I ask the question is, that I hold in my hand a return printed

by order of the House of Commons, of the llth of August 1854, and I do not

see any entry of that 3*. a mile there?—Perhaps if you look at the North-Easteru

line you will see it ; that is the present name of the railway.

3729. I do not see it at all ; just point out where it is, if you please ? — During

the period to which that return applies, 1 believe that the arbitration under which

we paid that rate was undetermined.

0.62. G G 3730. I thought



234 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

Edward Page, EM%. 3730. I thought I understood you to say, that until the June of this present

year, you were paying at the rate of 3 s. a mile ?—Yes.

30 July 1855. 3731 • This return was made in 1854 t—Yes.

373-2. Consequently you must have been under the 3s. a mile payment then ?

—Yes, but the payment had not been settled ; the arbitration had been pending

for the service for a long time back, and when the award was made, we were

ordered to pay 3 s. a mile ; but it does not follow that the amount of payment had

been settled; we had to pay by subsequent arbitration, which arbitration was

pending then.

3733- When was the subsequent arbitration to which you are referring? —It

was settled, I believe, in the latter part of last year, or the beginning of this year;

there is no service mentioned here ; the payment I speak of had not then been

settled, and therefore there is no entry of it.

3734. Why does not this return give it ; I understood your first answer to be,

that until a recent arbitration of some month or two buck you were in the habit of

paying 3 s. a mile ; when I ask you for that return in this paper, you tell me there

is no decision in the arbitration ?—No ; the two answers are quite consistent.

3735- Was there any decision by arbitration ever made between the Post-office

and those parties ?—Yes, and Lord Blandford was the umpire, and he awarded 3s.

a mile ; that award was I believe given in the latter part of last year or the begin

ning of this year.

3736. Within the last five or six months ?—Yes, as nearly as I recollect, without

referring to my records.

3737. Previous to that, what did you pay?— Previous to that, I believe, the

highest payment we paid to that company was about Is. Id. a mile.

3738. Was that under arbitration or agreement?—Under arbitration.

3739. Will you point out to me in this return the 1*. Id. ?—The award under

which that 1*. 7d. was paid was not then settled ; therefore we could not enter it in

that return.

3740. When was that award settled ?—I believe it was settled the latter end

of last year or beginning of this ; but at any rate, during the period to which this

return applies, that payment had not been settled, otherwise it would have been

included here.

3741. Then this return does not at all convey to the House of Commons the

information of what payments were actually being made by the Post-office to those

different railways at the time it was made r—Certainly not, and I consider it ill-

adapted for the purpose for which I presume it was intended.

3742. Viscount MonckJ] Was the payment made to this railway at the time of

making this return unconcluded ?—It was concluded, but payment had not been

made during the period to which this return applies.

3743. Mr. Grogan.] What do you pay to that particular line now ? — It is again

under arbitration.

3744. 1 thought you said it was settled? —Yes, but the settlement has been

again disturbed. An alteration was made in the service, and it must be sent to

arbitration again. This return is as correct as we can make it, but owing to the

terms in which it was moved, it is a very awkwardly trained return, and my belief

is that it is more calculated to mislead than to give information.

3745. In looking into this return, are there any other lines of railway, to your

knowledge, which are either omitted or wrongly entered?—Two errors have been

discovered in this return by the Honourable Chairman, and of those errors I have

already furnished a correction ; they apply to the South Wales, and to the Belfast

and Ballymena. To be a correct return this return ought to show the rate per

mile for each mail, for each year or portion of a year, but I would observe that

there is only given one average rate per mile for all the years. It appears that the

practice has been in preparing this return for some years past to give in some few

cases the rate per mile for each particular service mentioned, but not to show the

variation of rates from time to time. In doing so an error has been committed

with the South Wales Company's payment, which is put down there as 2d. a mile.

The fact is, that that 2d. payment was made only for the cheapest service performed

by that company. For the night mail service we paid as much as 2s. 11 cL

3746. Are there any other lines of railway to which the Post-office pay for the

conveyance of letters which is absolutely omitted ?—I cannot answer that question

off-hand ; but I think it is very probable ; I think the wording of the order might

be so framed as to give a great deal more information than is given in this return,

^?hich
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which has constantly misled, to my knowledge, and I should be very glad to see a Edward Page, Esq.

more useful return furnished to The House annually. [

3747. Chairman.'] Perhaps you will suggest what form of return you think 50 July 1855.

would be more complete ?—I think I could draw up a form of return which would

give a great deal more information.

3748. Will you be so good as to draw it up ?—I will ; the return is not however

very incorrect ; I admit that a few errors have crept into it, but a very great deal

of care has been taken in drawing it up.

3749. As to the North-Eastern, was there any payment to that company during

those years for which this return was made ; that is, the years 1850 to 1853,

inclusive ?—The payments made to the company are entered under the head of

each year.

3750. Where ?—To the company who work the service between York, New

castle and Berwick. It will be seen in that return that the payments made for

each particular service, that was paid for at all, are entered, and that the rate of

mileage for each particular service is also entered in one column, but not for each

year.

37.51. What is the name of that particular line?—The York, Newcastle and

Berwick ; it is at page 8.

3752. I thought you said that the payment on that line was not to be found in

this return at all ?—That was a particular portion of it, for a period to which only

a recent award applied.

3753-4. The portion you spoke ofas being under arbitration ?—Yes ; the service

performed on another section of that company's line is also under arbitration.

3755- Was there any payment made to that branch during those years for which

this return is made ?—The whole of the payments actually made are mentioned

at page 9.

3756. Mr. Grogan.] Do the payments referred to in page 9, for the years 1850,

1851, 1852, and 1853, include that branch line?—They include that service, and

the payment made for that service, at that particular time, was only lO^rf. a mile.

37.57- What was it called?—It is now called the North-Eastern; it was then

called the York, Newcastle and Berwick ; the company entered here as the York.

Newcastle and Berwick Company is now called the North-Eastern.

3758. Under the head of the York, Newcastle and Berwick, are all the par

ticular branches put here included ?—They are ; all those branches were worked

by the York, Newcastle and Berwick Company, now called the North-Eastern.

37.59- Are we to understand that when you were paying the 3 s. a mile it

included those branches?—The service for which we paid the 3*. a mile is the

service entered here as having been paid for in 1853 at 10 ^d. a mile.

3760. How did the 10 id- come there ?—I think 10 kd. was fixed originally by

arbitration, but continued from time to time by agreement.

3761 . Did they swell the 10 id. up to 3*. ?—They did ; it was 3 s. for three

services out of four.

3762. Chairman.'] I thought you said something about 1$. 7</.?—That was for

an intermediate period, and also for the line from Normanton to York; it was

not so much as 1 5. 7 d. north of York, previous to 1853 ; I over-stated it ; the

service which I imagined had been paid for at 1 s. 7 d. appears to have been only

\\ ;i/. ; it was some time ago.

3763. Mr. Grogan.~] Are the York, Newcastle, and Berwick, the Midland, and

the York and North Midland, all the same company ?—They are three companies

which were amalgamated ; the York, Newcastle, and Berwick, the York and

North Midland, and the Leeds Northern.

3764. I understood the 1 s. 7 d. to apply to the same line as that upon which

you were paying 10 i d., and are now paying 3s.?—Up to the date when the

company called for a fresh arbitration, we paid for the service between York and

Gateshead, and Gateshead and Berwick, about lOirf. a mile ; a fresh arbitration

was demanded by the company, and instead of 10 .J</., they obtained first 1 s. 7 d.

a mile, and then 3 s. a mile for three out of four daily services.

376.5. That is, you send a bag by every train ?—No ; that is for the service

performed under notice for the regular service, which is here entered as being paid

for at 10 $d., and which was paid for at lOirf. in the beginning of 1853, that is,
j. O " '

the night and day mails in both directions ; then that payment was raised to 3 s. a

mile, continuing up to June of this year, and then another alteration took place,

and a fresh arbitration is now pending for that altered service.

0.62. a G 2 3760- What
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faard Page, Esq. 3765 "What is the 1 s. 7 d. for ?—It was for the service from Normanton to York,

and for a short time north of York also.

30 July 1855. 3»67 T1)e Ss a m.je only appije(j to the jjne from Y^ to Gateshead and

Berwick ?—That is all, for the service under notice, both night and day ; it did

not apply to any of those small services.

3768. Have any of those branches been varied in their sums ?—Many of them

were changed in the year 1853, but not to any great extent.

3769. Chairman.'] I understood from the early part of your evidence upon this

subject, that that line was omitted from this return, and now we have fouud it ?—

I do not think I said it was omitted ; I think the Honourable Member said it was

omitted ; it has been subsequently found.

3770. Mr. Grogan.~\ In looking through the list of mails carried by railways in

the return made on Sir Robert Ferguson's motion, I do not find any entry of the

North-Eastern lines to which you refer ?—The services performed by the company

entitled the North-Eastern are the services entered in this return as having been

performed by the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Company, and the York and

North Midland Company.

3771. Chairman.] But the rates of payment which you stated were made to the

North-Eastern Company are 1 s. 7d. per mile, and subsequently 3s. per mile by

arbitration, do not correspond with this return here ?—The payments made for

those services in the years to which this return applies were only 10 i d. and 1 1 4 <f.

respectively.

3772. When did that 1*. 7d. per mile commence which you spoke of some

time ago ?—The payment commenced on the 1st of March 1853, but was not

determined by arbitration until about the end of 1854.

3773. After this return was made :—No, before this return was made, but

after the period to which this return applies ; this return only extends up to 1853.

3774. And does not include the payment to that company of 1*. Id. per mile,

or the subsequent one of 3s.?—No ; but it will appear in the subsequent return

next year.

3775. Mr. Grogan.~] Have not the companies called for a fresh arbitration in

consequence of fresh services ?—We have determined to go to a fresh arbitration.

3776. Until that arbitration is decided you will pay 3*.?—No ; until the arbi

tration is decided, we pay nothing at all.

3777. When was the fresh arbitration called for by the Post-office ?—The

alteration took place on the 1st of June.

3778. Up to the 1st of June you were charged 3.?.?—Yes.

3779. Chairman.'] Will you proceed to state what other railways receive high

rates of charge ?—I think the highest payment which I can quote to any company

in England is that paid to the Chester and Holyhead, which amounts to upwards

of 5 s. a mile for the night and day mail trains.

3780. Mr. F. Scully.] What is the actual sum?—We pay an annual sum of

30,000 /., which on calculation comes to nearly 5*. a mile for each train.

3781. Mr. Groaan.'] Is that an ascertained fixed sum?—That 30,000 /. a year

was a fixed sum to be paid for five years, which five years expired last March, and

it will be continued or not according to what the earnings of the company have

been.

3782. Am I to understand you that the 30,000/. a year paid to that particular

company ran over the years 1850, 1851, 1852, 1853, and 1854?—Yes.

3783. What is the meaning of the variations in the sums paid to this particular

company, as stated in this return, if they were under agreement at 30,000 /. a

year for five years ?—Without having before me the materials from which this

return is made up, I cannot answer that question ; but if you wish for an expla

nation of that, it can be given.

3784. Is it the fact that a special contract for 30,000 I. was made with the

Chester and Holyhead Company to run over five years ?—Yes, commencing from

the date when the line opened throughout.

3785. When was that?—March 1850.

3786. I perceive in this return, that different sums are stated as having been

paid ; you are not able to give an explanation of that ?—This return gives the

payments actually made in the year, and probably the variation which you

observe is caused by the different periods at which the accounts were sent in and

paid ; the items mentioned here do not belong to the service performed in the

year, but they are the actual payments made within the year.

3787. Taking
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3787. Taking that explanation of the variations in the figures to be correct, EdnardPage, Esq.

•the average of the five years ought to be 30,000 1. a year ?—No, because it is quite

possible that the total payments made in the five years do not represent payment 30 July 185.1.

tor the service performed in the five years ; supposing payments to be delayed, as

they might be, they would be excluded from this return, and therefore it would

.appear in this return as if we paid less in one year for the same service than in the

previous year.

3788. How are payments made ?—Quarterly.

3789. Would not that quarterly payment, instead of coming into the account of

•the year to which it belonged, appear under the return for the subsequent year ?

—But this return finishes at the end of the year 1853, and supposing payments

of arrears were made in 1854, those would not appear at all.

3790. Mr. Hill stated the difficulty of making an accurate return of the pay

ments made for the reason you have stated, but he said that the only correct way

of getting at them was to take an average of three years?—1 do not think he

•stated that as to payments to railways ; I think he was speaking of the estimated

revenue of a district.

3791. Have you Mr. Hill's evidence before you in answer to Question No. 53 ?

—Yes.

3792. Does not it appear from Mr. Hill's evidence on that occasion, that in

•consequence of the payments of one year being, as you describe, sometimes made

in the subsequent year, and therefore the returns of those two years not showing

>the exact expenditure of those two years, he represents the only correct mode of

ascertaining the expense to be to take the average of three years ?—No, I do not

think he intended that to be more than a fair mode of estimating the revenue ;

I do not think he stated that to be the correct mode of ascertaining the payment

.to railway companies.

3793. Will you read the question and answer?—" Mr. Scully.'] I observe that

in 1852-53 the gross revenue was 196,298 /., and the gross expenditure 192,667 /. ;

comparing that with the year ending March 1855, 1 find the gross revenue 200,9047.,

and the gross expenditure 181,616 /. ; therefore it appears that the gross revenue

has increased by over 4,000 L, whereas the expenditure has decreased from 1 92,000 £.

to 181,000 /.; I wish to know in what way that saving has been effected ? —I could

not speak confidently in reply to that question without a very careful examination

of the accounts ; all accounts of this kind should be received with some sort of

distrust, inasmuch as a statement of expenditure is a statement of actual payments

within the year, but it may or may not represent exactly the service performed in

the year ; as for instance, the Postmaster-general directs a railway company to

run certain trains ; the remuneration to the company is rarely settled immediately

that the service commences, it is usually determined by arbitration, perhaps after

the lapse of a year or two, or even three or four years occasionally ; then we have

to pay up a heavy arrear, and the whole of that payment necessarily appears in

the account of the particular year in which it is made. It was partly for that

reason that I thought I should be conveying information more accurately to the

Committee if I took a series of three years than if I rested the statement solely

upon a single year." "The account is still more striking in 1854-55, for, while

in Great Britain I find the gross expenditure has increased as compared with

1852-53, over 200,000 /. per annum, in Ireland it has decreased, as compared

with the same period, about 11,OOOZ. per annum?—Yes; probably very much

owing to circumstances of the kind I have mentioned."

3794. Is he not referring there to the gross expenditure :—Yes, but he is not

referring to the payment to any particular railway.

3795. Mr. Hill stated there as a proposition, that in order to get at an accu

rate average of the expenditure for the railways in the country, it is desirable to

take an average of three years ?—Yes.

3796. Will the average of three years, as to this particular line as returned to

Parliament, give 30,000 /. per annum?—No, I do not suppose it will ; Mr. Hill's

mode of estimate might be perfectly correct in the gross, but might not be so as

to any particular line. In many cases we do not make any payment at all to a rail

way company for three or four years ; in that case the average of three years

would be totally fallacious.

3797. Chairman.] Will you state some more lines to which a high rate of

payment is made ? — I will quote some of the lines to which the highest payments

are made, but it must not be presumed that I consider the payments excessive,

0.62. G G 3 or
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Edward Page, Esq. or that T am expressing any opinion upon them. Between Ely and Peterborough

we pay 2*. Ijf/. a mile, that is the Eastern Counties; between Peterborough

30 July 1855. and Grimsby we pay 2s. Id. a mile; to the North Union Railway Company,

between Parkside and Reston, we pay 3*. 6d. a mile; between London and Dover

we pay for the night mail 2s. 3d. a mile ; to the Scottish Central Company we

pay Is. 8d. a mile; to the Dundee and Perth, 3*. a mile; to the Caledonian,

about 1 s. lOd. Those appear to be the highest payments we make for railway

services.

3798. Have you in South Wales ?—As to the South Wales, I have already

mentioned that we paid up to a certain date 2s. lid. a mile. That arbitration is

now again pending.

3799. Mr. Grogan.] To what date?— I believe that payment of 2*. l\d.

ceased as long as a year and a half ago ; about the end of J 853. That is the case

which I mentioned as having been incorrectly returned ; here the mileage is stated

at 2rf., it should be 2d. for one particular service, and 2*. lid. for the London

night mail ; it is an error of the clerk, and I at once admit it.

3800. Where does it run from ?—It commences a few miles west of Gloucester,

and goes to Haverfordwest.

3801. How many miles is that?—I imagine the distance to be about 150

miles.

3802. Are you able to state the number of letters transmitted by it ?—I have

not prepared any return of the number of letters conveyed upon it, but the revenue

of the principal places which it serves can be stated : Haverfordwest has 13,000

letters a week ; Carmarthen has 13,000 letters a week ; Newport has 21,000

letters a week; Cardiff has 30,000 letters a week ; Swansea has 13,000 letters a

week ; Chepstow has 3,500 letters a week.

3803. Does that South Wales line commence at Chepstow?—It commences

between Gloucester and Chepstow ; those which I have named are some of the

principal towns served.

3804. Do you know the number of miles run between Peterborough and

Grimsby by the Great Northern ?— It is a little short of 80 miles.

3805. You pay 2s. Id. in that case?—For the night mail train, under notice,

we pay 2s. Id. a mile.

3806. What do you pay for the night mail?—Seventeen pounds a day.

3807. A gross sum ?—Yes ; those were the terms of the award, 171. a day.

3808. What is the day mail per mile?—The payment made for the day mail

upon that company's line is 6d. a mile.

3809. And 2s. I (I. for the night mail ?—Yes.

3810. The distance is about 80 miles?—Yes ; we do not convey the day mail

the whole distance over that line ; we only take the day mail as far as Boston on

the Grimsby branch.

3811. As far as you take it you pay 6 d. a mile ?—We pay 6 d. on the mam line

and most of the branches.

381-2. Is that under arbitration ?—No, it is under agreement.

3813. Can you state the number of letters by the night mail traversing that

district?—No; it is impossible without preparing an account to state what the

number of letters is by any particular mail.

3814. My object is to ascertain for what postal accommodation you pay that

sum?— I can give you the whole number of letters delivered in every town served

by that line for a week ; it will take some little time to prepare, and I should say

that we pass over several companies' lines in that route; 1 can give you the revenue

of the towns upon the line between Peterborough and Boston, for which we pay

2*. \d. a mile ; we do not take the day mail to Grimsby.

381.5. Will you give the annual revenue of Peterborough?—There are 10,000

letters a week.

3816. What is the annual revenue ; I presume that includes all letters from

every part of the kingdom?—The total number of letters delivered in Peter

borough is 10,000 a week.

3817. That does not give the income?—No; this is the form in which the

accounts I hold in my hand are kept ; but the income can be calculated.

3858. Take the next town?—Spalding; the number of letters delivered is

6,000 a week ; Boston 1 1 ,000 a week.

3819. What is Great Grimsby?—We do not send a day mail to Great Grimsby

that way.

3820. Do
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3820. Do you take the night mail by that route?—Yes. Edward Page, Esq.

3821. Will you give the number of letters in that case ?—Four thousand seven —

hundred. 30 July 1855.

3822. One subject of our inquiry has been the use of the Limerick and Water-

ford Railway; it is 75 or 76 miles in length altogether; 1 want to institute a

comparison between the revenue and expense of that line, and the line which we

are now speaking of, because the one is 76 miles, and the other is 80 miles in

length ?—If I had known your object I could have shortly given that ; the way

in which I put it was by taking the number of letters delivered in a week at New

castle, Gateshead, and Carlisle ; those being the only towns of any importance at

all, the letters between which are conveyed upon that line. Newcastle has 58,000

letters a week, Gateshead 14,000, and Carlisle, 20,000, giving a total of 92,000.

Then I have taken the number of letters delivered in a week to the principal

towns upon the Waterford and Limerick lines of railway. Waterford, has

12,000; Carrick, 2,500; Clonmel, 8,000; Cahir, 1,500; Tipperary, 2,600; and

Limerick, 26,000 ; a total of 52,000 against 92,000.

3823. You have instituted a comparison between Newcastle and Carlisle, and

now I want you to institute a comparison between Peterborough and Great

Grimsby ?—But I instituted the comparison in order to show that the Post-office

might be prepared to make a payment for the services between Waterford and

Limerick, somewhat similar to that which was made for services between New

castle and Carlisle.

3824. I wish to institute a comparison between those particular lines, for this

reason, that the one line is 80 miles in length, and the other 75 miles in length ;

the payment demanded on the Waterford and Limerick was 2*-. 3d. for the night

mail, but it was said they would carry it for 2*.; the payment made in this instance

is 2 s. 1 d. for the night mail ; the payment demanded for the day mail upon the

Limerick and Waterford was 9d. ; the payment actually made to this company, as

far as it takes the day mail, is 6d. ; therefore I think the elements of comparison

are more applicable between those two lines than any we have had under considera

tion ; it is for that reason I want to call your attention to those two lines, and I

want to get the incomes as far as we can get them?—In the one instance we have

a special mail train under legal notice, and in the other we have not. I do not

state that 2*. 3d. is a very heavy payment for a special night train ; it may be in

itself a very cheap payment, but, at the same time, the Post-office may not be able

to afford to pay it for conveying a small amount of correspondence.

382.5. Am I to understand that the objection made is simply one of revenue ;

that the importance of the Waterford and Limerick line being used for a night

mail is admitted ; you admit the importance of the line ?—No, 1 do not ; I think

the objects to be gained by putting a night mail upon that line have been already

stated, and have been shown to be almost valueless. It should be shown why the

Post-office did use that line between Peterborough and Grimsby for the night mail;

the reason that that line was ever used at all for the night mail was not to serve

Great Grimsby, which is an unimportant town, but to serve Hull, which is an

important town, and for many years the London bag for Hull was conveyed upon

that line vid Great Grimsby ; the letters for Hull amount to 64,000 a week.

3826. How are the London letters now transmitted to Hull ?—They now go

by the Midland line to Normanton, and then from Normanton vid Selby.

3827. They do not now pass by Great Grimsby ?—No ; but up to January this

year, they did go that way.

3828. Vid Great Grimsby ?—Yes ; and there is no doubt that the night mail

train upon that line would never have been used if its object had been merely to

serve Grimsby.

3829. Viscount Monclf.~\ I presume that the reason of its continuance is, that

the contract remains in existence ?—There is no contract at all ; we might termi

nate it when we like ; but the Post-office hesitate to withdraw an accommodation

which has existed so many years without carefully considering whether they can

provide for the service by some other means, without material injury to the places

affected.

3830. Mr. Grogan.] Will you take the town of Great Griinsby, and the imme

diate towns of Peterborough, Boston, and Spalding, and make a return of the

number of letters?—Yes; but I must include Hull.

3831. No; the towns of Peterborough, Boston, and Spalding?—There are very

few towns upon that route.

0.02. G G 4 3832. But
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Edward Page, Esq. 3832. But will you give the Committee the total number of letters weekly

transmitted to the towns along that line by the day and night mails, and the

30 July 1855. revenue which the Post-office receives in consequence ?—I will prepare the best

statement in my power.

3833. Viscount Monck.~] With reference to that line of railway, you have no

doubt now that if that line, merely as a means of communication to Great

Grimsby, were brought before the notice of the Postmaster-general for the first

time, he would not employ a special night train upon it for that purpose?— I am

quite sure he would not; there is no doubt whatever about it. The train was

set up purposely to serve Hull ; it has been discontinued between Grimsby and

Hull, and for the present it has been continued as far as Grimsby.

3834. Mr. Grogan.~\ Have you given any notice to discontinue the night mail

upon that line :—No.

3835. You have mentioned that there are instances in which the mails are

carried by carts in England, there being railways in existence running parallel

with tbe road ; you alluded to the Brighton case ; is there any other analogous

instance ?—I mentioned some others. We convey the letters for Salisbury as far as

the Redbridge Station by rail, and from there, a distance of about 30 miles, by cart.

The letters for Maidstone go down to Rochester by rail, and from there by cart.

I am speaking of the night mail. Oxford is served by mail cart from the Steventou

station with its night mail.

3836. Chairman.} Speaking of the night mail ?—Yes.

3837. Mr. Grogan.'] Just take the Brighton case. The Brighton letters are

dispatched from London by the Dover mail t— Yes.

3838. Which passes Reigate ?—Reigate Junction.

3839. At Reigate the Brighton bags are taken from the railway, and sent by

cart down to Brighton ?—Yes.

3840. They arrive at Brighton when ?—They arrive at Brighton about three

o'clock in the morning.

3841. Serving all intermediate towns ?—Whatever towns there are intermediate.

I think there are three, Crawley, Cuckfield, and Hurstperpoint.

3842. There is the Brighton Railway continuous from Reigate into Brighton •—

Yes.

3843. Are the towns to which you refer on that railway ?—Close to it ; within

a mile or two.

3844. Will you explain the reason why the Post-office do not use the railway?

—Because the expense would be higher than any benefit which the district could

derive would justify.

3845. Has any proposal ever been made by the Brighton Railway Company to

carry the mail upon their line ?—I believe some years ago the question was mooted;

I cannot state the terms, but there never was any desire upon the part of the

Post-office to establish a night mail upon that line, because there is clearly no

necessity for it.

3846. It was considered that the expense would be too large ?—Yes, for the

benefit derived.

3847. There never has been a night mail train there •—Never.

3848. Mr. Barrou'.] Tbe Brighton Railway Company do not run a train them

selves at the time of night which would suit you, I suppose ?—They have no train

at an hour which would suit our service. I think the last train is at eight o'clock

from London.

3849. Mr. GroqanJ] You instituted a comparison between the line from London

to Dorchester, a distance of 166 miles, and the line between Dublin and Cork, as

analogous instances ?—Yes.

38,50. I do not want to undervalue the importance of Dorchester, but is it in

any respect an analogous town to Cork ?—I think that is best estimated by the

number of letters. I do not think I attempted to make any comparison between

the town of Dorchester and the city of Cork ; what I said was, that the total

number of letters for which those trains between London and Dorchester are

available is very much higher than the total number of letters for which the line

between Dublin and Cork is available ; Dorchester itself I believe to be a com

paratively unimportant town.

3851. It is not a shipping town?—I believe not.

3852. Have you ever been in Cork ?—Never.

3853. Are you aware that it is an important shipping town?—I am.

3854. Do
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3854. Do you not consider that the line of railway between Dublin and Cork Edward Puge, Esq.

is one of the best and most important, if not the best and most important line in ————

Ireland ?—I have always considered the Dublin and Belfast line as being the most 3° J"l.v

important. I have no doubt the Dublin and Cork line is also an important line

for Ireland.

3855. Can its importance for the south of Ireland be over-estimated t—That

depends upon how you estimate it ; I estimate it by the number of letters it

conveys.

3856. For postal accommodation and public convenience can it be over

estimated ?—I only consider the question in a Post-office point of view. I

estimate the value to the Post-office of every railway by the number of letters we

can or do usefully send upon it.

3857. You have stated that the payment for the use of railways in Ireland is so

very much more than it is in England ?—Yes.

3808. On that particular line between Dublin and Cork, you pay 4 s. 6 d. for

the night mail ?—Yes.

3859. What do you pay for the same service between London and Dorchester ?

—Being a daily payment, it is not reduced to mileage, but I believe the mileage

will be found in the return to which allusion has already been made ; the rate per

mile for the night mail train between London and Southampton is 1*. Sd. ;

from Southampton to Dorchester, the payment stated in this return is 1*. 6d. ;

but I think that must be the average for night and day mails ; the award gives the

daily payment.

3860. The Is. 6d. applies only between Southampton and Dorchester ?—That

is so.

3861. Is that under arbitration ?—It is.

3862. Are you certain it is under arbitration ?—The payment between South

ampton and Dorchester, I am quite sure, was originally settled by arbitration.

3863. Have you reason to know whether both the Post-office and the railway

parties are satisfied with that payment, or do you know anything at all about it ?

—I do not know what the company consider.

3864. Does the Post-office consider Is. Qd. a reasonable price?—If the Post-

office considered it an unfair price they would probably reopen the award for that

service, which it might do from lapse of lime.

3865. You pay 4s. 6d. a mile upon the Irish South-Western ?—Yes, for the

night mail.

3866. Is that under arbitration?—It was, but the 4*. 6 d. is continued under

agreement now.

3867. If the Post-office considered it unreasonable, I presume they would call

for a new arbitration ?—They might or might not, but the Post-office, as Mr. Hill

explained, obtained from the railway company a certain additional service, and in

consideration of that additional service we agreed to continue that payment a

little longer ; we did not state that we would continue it for ever, or for any

particular time, but we continue it for the present.

3868. Will it continue until you give notice for a changer—Yes, or until an

alteration in the service shall take place which will enable us to reopen the award

if we think proper.

3869. If, therefore, no alteration shall be made in it, and the present service

continues as it is, the Post-office are bound to pay the sum of 4s. 6d. ?—I think we

are, but the Committee must be aware that the Post-office may have to alter it at

any time, and can alter the service at any moment when circumstances require it.

3870. It is not the practice of the Post-office, I presume, to make an alteration

merely for the purpose of getting a new arbitration ?—Certainly not.

387 1 . Unless a change in the present service of the Great Southern and Western

shall take place, which depends upon the Post-office, you will remain under pay

ment of 4*. 6d. a mile ?—Yes.

3872. That is, not under arbitration, but by agreement :—Originally fixed by

arbitration, but continued by agreement.

3873. Consequently there can be no doubt in the mind of the Post-office

authorities as to the importance of the line between Dublin and Cork, seeing that

they continue to pay that price ?— I do not know that that consideration entered

into the views of the Postmaster-general in agreeing to continue the payment,

Lut I have no doubt he felt justified, considering the additional accommodation

0.62. H H given,
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t, Esq. given, iu continuing the payment upon the same terms, or he would not have

sanctioned it.

30 July 1855. 3874. Is it ail unreasonable assumption upon my part, therefore, the line between

Dorchester and Southampton being paid at the rate of Is. Qd. a mile for the mail,

all parties being satisfied, and the line between Dublin and Cork being paid at

4*. Qd. a mile, all parties being satisfied, if I estimate the one as three times as

important as the other ?—I do not think you can correctly draw any such conclu

sion.

3875. "Do not you pay in proportion to the accommodation afforded?—No,

not always.

3876. Do not you endeavour to do so ?—We should like to do so. In some

cases we pay out of proportion to the value of the correspondence, but as far as

we can we like to keep the payment in some degree proportionate to the benefit

we derive from it.

3877. When you are of opinion that you pay a sum out of proportion to the

convenience for postal communication afforded by a line, do not you take steps to

alter it ?—No, not necessarily. It depends upon a variety of circumstances.

3878. Is it not the general practice to do so?—No, we seldom withdraw an

accommodation once given, even although the result has shown that we are paying

more than, properly speaking, we think we ought to pay for the benefit derived ;

that is shown with respect to the line of which we were speaking just now, the

Grimsby line. There can be no doubt whatever that Grimsby is not entitled to

that night mail train, but having enjoyed that accommodation for many years, in

consequence of being upon the line between Peterborough and Hull, the Post.

master-general has not withdrawn it at present ; whether he will do so or not I

cannot say ; I think it is very probable.

3879. In regard to the particular line between Dublin and Cork, are you aware

that not very long ago letters for Carlow were transmitted by the night mail ou

that line ?—Yes.

3880 What did you pay for that?—The same as on the main line ; 4s. 6d. a

mile.

3881. Was that accommodation for some reason or other withdrawn?—The

transmission of the bags by train was withdrawn, but the accommodation of Carlow

was not injured by that withdrawal.

3882. Viscount Monck.'] The accommodation of Carlow was not diminished?

—The accommodation of Carlow was not diminished. We have not the means

of affording Grimsby the same accommodation it now has by train in any other

way ; if we had those means we should take off the train directly.

3883. Mr. Grogan.~] Would there be any difficulty in supplying that accom

modation to Grimsby by a one-horse cart ?—There would be difficulty in continu

ing as good accommodation as it now has.

3884. At what time does a letter by the night mail arrive in Grimsby now?—

About half-past four in the morning.

3885. I presume the Grimsby letters are delivered about eight?—About

seven, I believe.

3886. Is it not possible to have the letters in Grimsbyin time for delivery at seven

o'clock by another postal arrangement, by carrying the letters by cart ?—By none

that I am aware of; I know of no means of bringing them into Grimsby suffi

ciently early.

3887. Where does the line at present turn?—The nearest point of railway

communication to Grimsby upon any other line is Hull ; but then there is the

Humber between them, which is a formidable obstacle.

3888. However, the practical point is, that you pay Is. Qd. a mile upon the

Dorchester and Southampton line, and you pay 4*. 6d. upon the other, and you

have not in either case reopened the agreement?—Up to the present time we

have not. But in my statement in the early part of my evidence, I compared the

annual rates, and not the rates per mile, which I have not had an opportunity of

calculating.

3889: You have explained to the Committee the reason why it is hard to give

the annual expenditure connected with railways for Post-office purposes, by reason

of the payments for one year not always being made within that year ; can you

state, generally, what quarterly payments were due, but were not made, in the

year for the years 1851-2-3-4 and 5?—No, it varied very enormously; we had,

at one time, an arrear of payment to the Great Western alone of 150,000 /.

3890. For
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3890. For how many years was that running on ?—For about three and a half Edward Page,

years.

3891. When was that made?—I cannot tell what year it was made in, but a 30 Ju'y l855-

few years ago ; it was in 1 848, I think ; there is an entry made here of a payment

in 1854 ; there is no payment appearing in 1850-51-52 and 53 ; there is no pay

ment to the Great Western for those four years, if you look at the return.

3892. Have you recently made an alteration of your arrangement with the

Great Southern and Western of Ireland for tae transmission of mails :—Yes.

3893. Have you put on a travelling post-office?—We have a travelling post-

office by the trains which carry the night mail.

3894. Is that the only alteration made?—No; we have altered the day mail

train ; it was altered in December last as to the hour of departure.

3895. Are those the only alterations you have made?—The only alterations of

any material importance ; there have been alterations of a few minutes in time, I

believe ; but the only alterations of any material importance were first the esta

blishment of a travelling post-office, and an acceleration of speed between the

junction and Cork ; that was as regards the night mail ; and secondly, as regards

the day mail, an earlier dispatch from Dublin, and a somewhat later arrival in

Dublin.

3896. And in consideration of this additional accommodation given to the

Post-office by this company, you have adhered to the price paid under the original

arbitration ?—We have agreed for the present to adhere to that price.

3897. Was it ever submitted to the company by the Post-office to take the

mail bags by every train ?—No ; the Post-office does not usually take the initi

ative in these cases ; I believe I may say almost every one of the arrangements

now in existence have originated in offers made by the railway companies them

selves.

3898. It is not customary for the Post-office to make those proposals to the

companies :—No, generally speaking.

3899. In the case of the Newcastle and Carlisle you were paying that company

900 1. a year for the transmission of one mail ?-—The payment varied to that com

pany considerably, but I believe the last payment made to them was at the rate

of nearly 900 /. a year ; at one time it was only 600 /. a year ; that was for day

mails entirely for one train in each direction, the hours of which we fixed, and

which hours were very inconvenient for their traffic ; they were trains which ran

at those hours purposely to suit the Post-office.

3900. You have now arranged with that company upon their proposal to make

a bag by every train for a lump sum of 1,000 /. a year?—Yes.

3901 . Do you carry the night mail by that means ?—There are no night trains

upon that line ; we carry what we call the London night mail for the places upon

the line, but there are no night trains.

3902. How are the night mails transmitted ?—By the time the London mail

arrives at Newcastle the train becomes a day train.

3903. Do you know the mileage between Carlisle and Newcastle?—I stated it

as 59^ miles. The total mileage travelled by passenger trains in a day is 595

altogether.

3904. The distance between the two towns is 59i miles ?—Yes.

3905. What is the mileage in the case of the Post-office?—I believe we use

every train upon that line.

3906. For the privilege of sending a mail by every train you pay 1 ,000 /. a

year ?—Yes.

3907. In the case of the Southampton and Dorchester line, is there a day mail

upon that ?— Yes.

3908. Is that included in the 1*. 6d. ?—The payment which we actually make

for the day mail between Southampton and Dorchester is a second-class fare.

3909. It ought to be an addition to the 1*. Gd. which you pay for the night

mail ?— It is in addition to the night mail.

3010. Do you consider the sum of l.OOOJ. a year a fair payment to the Carlisle

company for transmitting a bag by all their trains, the distance being 59 i miles ?

—I consider it on the whole a fair arrangement between the Post-office and the

company, yielding to them a very fair profit, and to us fair accommodation.

391 i. If the line had been 76 miles, would you have made a proportionate

addition to the payment according to the mileage '!—No, I do not think so ; I do

not think we take into consideration the actual length of the line ; we take into

0.6-2. H H -z consideration
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£dwr.rd Page, Esq. consideration what are the actual services offered, and of what value they would

be to us ; we look more probably to the number of letters conveyed than to the

30 July 1855. length of the railway.

391 2. In considering the proposals of any railway company to you, do you take

into account the inconvenience and the expenditure imposed upon that company

by carrying the mails ?—That is a question taken into account by the arbitrator,

and not by the Post-office. In establishing such an arrangement as this between

Newcastle and Carlisle for the use of all the ordinary trains, we knew there was

no inconvenience, because all we stipulated for was, that we shonld have the use

of the trains which they themselves ran for their own purposes, the hours of which

they entirely controlled themselves.

3913. Have you formed any opinion whether such a sum would be in excess of,

or under the sum, which in case of arbitration the parties might have got •— I

know of no case in which we have gone to arbitration for fixing the sum to be

paid to a company for the use of all their trains.

3914. When you were paying 900 I. a year, was that under agreement or arbi

tration ?—Partly the one, and partly the other.

3915. Would it not be in your opinion, as intimately connected and conversant

with post-office business, an advantage if a letter-bag were transmitted by every

train out of Dublin?—• ! question whether the merchants of a metropolis like to

have so many communications as that ; I believe that all merchants of a metropolis,

at any rate, prefer a single arrival in the morning of the whole of their letters,

and I doubt if much facility would be given by using all the trains out of Dublin.

3916. Are you acquainted with the particulars of the deliveries in Dublin at

this moment ?—No, I am not ; they do not come under my cognizance at all.

3917. Chairman.] Are you aware of the arrangements with respect to London

and Liverpool letters passing through Dublin during the day :—I am aware that

letters from England arrive in Dublin twice a day.

3918. Are you aware that in one case those letters for the country, which

arrive in Dublin, are detained there for several hours ?—Yes.

391 9. Would it not be convenient for merchants in the country to receive those

by an earlier train than the night train, by which they go at present ?—As regards

letters intended for the few towns situate within a radius of 50 or 70 miles round

Dublin, it would be so ; but if you went beyond that, 1 believe the arrival would

be at so late an hour that the accommodation would be of little value.

3920. Are you aware that the train which leaves here at nine o'clock p.m.

arrives in Dublin at half-past nine the following morning, and that there is. a train

leaving Dublin at 12?—Yes.

3921. Would not that take letters, so that they might be delivered at an hour

sufficiently early for commercial purposes in the evening ?—I think the tendency

of the evidence of the witnesses before this Committee has been to show that

the delivery of letters, unless finished before three o'clock in the day, is not of

much value.

3922. That is for banking purposes ?—For banking and general business.

3923. Are there no other business purposes to be taken into account except

banking purposes ?— I think the facility would perhaps be considered of some

value by a few towns, but I think the majority of the merchants of the larger

towns would not attach much value to a late afternoon delivery of those letters,

and I think such an accommodation would not be one for which we could consider

ourselves justified in making any large payment.

3924. If letters dispatched from here at nine o'clock were to reach Waterford

at six o'clock in the evening of the following day instead of at seven the succeeding

morning, do not you think that would be a great advantage to the commercial

community ?—I certainly do not think it would afford an advantage worth paying

much for.

3925. Why do not you think so ?—Because I think that most merchants finish

their business before six o'clock in the evening.

3920. Supposing it was an important communication, and they were enabled to

reply that same evening by the return night mail ; would not that be an advan

tage ?—Of course in a case of great urgency the facility of replying quicker than

they can now send it would be of some importance, but all communications are

not of that urgency ; nor do I think if the mail were delivered at Waterford after

six o'clock in the evening, and the facility of reply up to nine o'clock were

given, more than very few of those letters would be replied to.

3927. Mr.
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3927. Mr. GroganJ] If that be correct, how do you account for the very large Eduard Page, Eslf.

income which the Telegraph Company receive ?—The Post-office does not and

cannot attempt to compete with the Telegraph Company in the quickness of trans- 3<> July

mitting communications.

3928. If your opinion be correct, that it would not he an object to individuals

to receive letters as quickly as they possibly could be transmitted, how do you

account for the large income of the Telegraph Company t—The telegraph is made

use of in cases in which it must always beat the Post-office.

3029. Would not the dispatch of letters from Dublin by the half past 12 o'clock

train, instead of their remaining there till the evening, be an acceleration somewhat

similar in value to the telegraph ?—No, I think it would only be valuable in a very

few immediate cases.

3930. Would not a letter be in Waterford on the same day, and indeed at an

hour before it now leaves Dublin?—Undoubtedly it would.

3931. Would not that be an accommodation to people there, and those resident

all round about ?—It \vould be an accommodation, but not a great accom

modation, or worth paying much for.

3932. Mr. F. Scully.'} If the conveyance of letters were accelerated between

London and Dublin, so that letters dispatched from here at night could be

forwarded from Dublin by the day mail, would not that be a great convenience,

arriving as they would at Waterford about two o'clock in the day ?—Yes, but to

assume that you must assume a much larger amount of acceleration than the

Post-office has as yet been given to understand that the railway and steam-boat

companies are prepared to afford.

3933. But is it not possible ?—I feel quite satisfied that it is not only possible,

but that it will be done before many years are over.

3934. By increasing the speed of the trains to Holyhead, and by having larger

•and more powerful boats across to Kingstown ?—Yes ; the mode of doing it has

been already shown in a former Parliamentary Committee. I believe it to be

perfectly practicable ; but at present it appears (hat it would be attended with an

enormous outlay, far more than the Post-office can bear.

3935. Would it cost the Post-office much to improve the mode of sending

letters to Holyhead ?—That depends upon the terms M'hich they are able to obtain

from the railway companies ; the question has been already very extensively con

sidered, and I believe is at present under consideration.

3936. Such an arrangement as that would be of great importance to large

towns, like Clonmel and Watcrford ?—The benefit of such an arrangement to

those towns, as regards the London mail, would depend upon whether we could

bring the London night mails into Dublin in time for the present dispatch of the

day mails. The change hitherto proposed would involve a later dispatch of

the day mails out of Dublin ; you cannot at the present time (and no proposal

has ever yet been made which would do it) bring the mails into Dublin suffi

ciently early to admit of their going out at the present hour of the dispatch of

the day mails.

3937. Suppose it were done, would it not be attended with great advantage ?—

Undoubtedly.

3938. Mr. Grogan.~\ Have you personally considered the subject?—I have.

3939. Have you any doubt that the mails may be transmitted from London to

Dublin in 12 hours?—I believe it has been offered to transmit them from Euston-

square station to Westland-row station in 12 hours, but not from Post-office to

Post-office.

3940. Could they be transmitted, in your opinion, in 11 J hours?—I feel quite

sure, by an improvement of the packets to a sufficient extent, it may be done in

11 hours.

394 » . Are you aware that an Act passed this session for the purpose of improv

ing the postal communication chiefly by more powerful packets between Holyhead

and Kingstown ?—I am.

3942. When those packets are on the station, have you any doubt in your own

mind that the conveyance of the mail from Euston-square station to Westland-

row station may be done in 11 hours?—I have no doubt it might be done in 11

hours from station so station, or even less.

2943- What time would be necessary to transmit the bags from the Post-office

to Euston-square, and from the Westland-row station to the Post-office in Dublin ?

—You would require half an hour at the London end and rather less at the

0.62. H H 3 Dublin
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Edward -Pag*, Esq. Dublin end, and you would require at least an hour as margin for casualties and

~ delays ; no arrangement of that kind should be tied up so closely without affordin?

30 July 1855. a margin.

3944. Does it take half an hour to transmit the mail bags from the General

Post-office here to Euston-square ?—We could transmit the Irish bags only in that

time.

3945. What is the time allowed now ?—Three-quarters of an hour ; not in the

actual journey, but for packing the bags, &c.

3946. There is a travelling post-office on the line between London and Holy-

head ?—Yes, all the way.

3947. Would there be any difficulty in the letters intended for the interior of

Ireland being sorted in that travelling post-office, so that on the arrival of the

mail at Westland-row it could at once be dispatched?—It would be possible to

sort the letters upon the line, but not in the existing travelling post-office ; it

would require an additional travelling post-office, and independent means for that

purpose.

3948. But you see no difficulty in their being sorted on the road?—I see no

difficulty in the letters for transmission through Dublin being sorted on the road.

3949. If that course were adopted, what difficulty would there be in the letters

being at once dispatched on their arrival in Ireland into the interior of the country?

They might at once be dispatched. The proper arrangement would be that you

should take them first to the Post-office, to place them in the bags made up in

Dublin for the interior ; but still it would amount to a transmission through Dublin

without sorting.

39.50. How long would that take ?—I should say about half an hour from the

Westland-row station to the Midland station.

395 1 . Under your arrangement with the railway between London and Holyhead,

do you pay anything extra for dispatching the mails at any one hour in preference

to any other ?—We have the power of fixing the hour, but the speed is limited.

39:>2. Supposing the Irish letters to be dispatched from London at seven

o'clock, p. m., they ought to arrive in the Dublin Post-office by about eight the

following morning; could they not arrive there by that time? — It is utterly

impossible to dispatch the whole of the night mail letters from London at seven

o'clock in the evening.

3953. Why ?—It is with the greatest difficulty they are now got off at eight,

and it is quite impossible, without depriving London of an hour for posting the

whole of its letters, to dispatch them at seven.

3954. Then the Irish letters could not be conveniently sent from London at

seven o'clock ?—It is impossible, in iny opinion, to dispatch a mail containing the

whole of the Irish letters at that time.

3955. Can they be sent at eight ?—They are sent away from the Post-office at

eight ; if you made the dispatch at seven, you might include a certain number of

Irish letters, but you could not include all the letters which are now sent at eight

o'clock.

3956. Then you conceive it to be impossible to send all the Irish letters from

London, even at the accelerated speed of 1 1 hours for the journey, in time for

the present morning dispatch from Dublin ?—Yes, unless a greater speed were

obtained than we have hitherto been given to understand can be effected, it

would be impossible at present.

39.57. Mr. F. Scully.'] Is there not a difference of 25 minutes between London

and Dublin time :—There is.

3958. Would not that be in favour of the transmission of the mails?—In

going over it would be in our favour, but in coming back it would be against u s.

39,59. Mr. Grogan.] The Dublin morning mail, until recently, was dispatched

at 10 o'clock ?—Until last December.

3960. If the morning dispatch from Dublin were made 10 o'clock as before,

would it not then be possible to transmit the letters to the interior of Ireland

arriving by the night mail from London ?—On the assumption that the journey

between station and station was done in 11 hours, it would then be quite possible

I think.

396 1 . In the event of letters arriving in Dublin from London being dispatched

by the morning mails, what line of railway would it be necessary to use to forward

those letters to Waterford ?—Speaking of day mails ?

3962. Yes.—
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3962. Yes.—That is a subject for future consideration; the shortest line is Edward

through Kilkenny ; but I cannot say which would be used.

3963. Is that line now used ? —Yes. 3° July 1855.

3964. Have you any reason to suppose that it would be changed ?—That would

depend upon the arrangement made.

3965. Could you send letters from Dublin to Waterford by the Waterford and

Limerick, with equal speed of conveyance as by the Kilkenny ?—I do not think

•we could ; but at the same time if any arrangement should be made for using the

Waterford and Limerick line for the day mail, I question very much whether the

Post-office ought to use the Kilkenny line also into Waterford.

3966. if an arrangement for the transmission of the day mail by the Limerick

and Waterford Railway should be made, how would that accommodate letters

going to Carlow and Kilkenny from Dublin?—It would not do so.

3567. That applies to all towns between Waterford and Kilkenny?—No;

I say we might not be able to afford the use of the line into Waterford ; we should

have to send bags by it for Carlow and Kilkenny, and probably Tliomastown ;

but it is probable that we should not continue to use that line all the way into

Waterford : the correspondence conveyed upon it would be so reduced in value

that I do not think it would enable us to afford the use of the line for the remain

ing bags if they took away the Dublin and Waterford day mail from it.

3968. Chairman^ Was it in contemplation to take away the transmission of

the Waterford day mail from Dublin from the Waterford and Kilkenny line,

which is the direct line, and give it to the Waterford and Limerick, which is an

indirect line from Dublin ?—I understand that it is desired that .the Waterford

and Limerick line should be used for the day mail.

3969. That is, for the day mail from Limerick to Waterford ?—From the

Limerick Junction to Waterford.

3970. But not from Dublin to Waterford ?—But it would be in connexion with

the Dublin mail at the Junction, and therefore might be made the means of con

veying the Dublin bag to Waterford,

3971. But surely it would not be thought 'desirable by the Post-office or the

public that a conveyance should be adopted for the transmission of the Dublin

and London correspondence to Waterford, which would occupy two hours more

than the present mode ?—I can only say that I think the Post-office would not be

able to afford the expense of two day mails into Waterford ; that the correspondence

is not sufficient to pay for two day mails.

3972. We were proceeding with the question of rates to other Irish railways

when the line of examination was interrupted ; will you state any other lines of

railway besides the Great Southern and Western to which high rates of payment

are made in Ireland?—The Midland Great Western is paid for at the rate of 3*.

a mile; the Dublin and Belfast Junction at the rate of 4 5. a mile; the. Dublin

and Drogheda 2 s. a mile in one direction, and 3*. 9 d. in the other ; the. Dundalk

and Enniskillen line, between Dundalk and Castleblaney, at 3*. 2d. a mile; the

Ulster at Is. 3^d. a mile in one direction. Those are the most expensive lines

that are used in Ireland.

3973. The Belfast and Ballymena ?—The Belfast and Ballymena is paid for at

the rate of 1 s. a mile in one direction, and 1 I. a day in the other direction ; about

7 d. a mile, I think, the latter amounts to.

3974. Mr. Grogan.~\ Can you explain the return, as furnished to the House,

under the head of the Midland Great Western of Ireland, as to the payments

there ; it states Dublin and Mullingar as 2 s. 8 J d. ?—Yes.

3975. It states Dublin and Maynooth as 2.-J d. ?—Yes.

3976. What is the meaning of that ?—The Dublin and Maynooth service was a

morning mail service, which we paid for at the fare of a passenger.

3977. That was the day mail ?—Yes, it was.

3978. Does that day mail stop at Maynooth ?—No ; we have now a day mail

between Dublin and Galway, which we pay for at the rate of 500 /. a year.

3979. Is not the Maynooth bag dispatched by that ?—Yes ; but it was not so

done in all the years to which this return applies. At the present moment, I

believe, the Mayiiooth bag goes by the Dublin and Galway day mail train ; but

-during 1850 and 1851, it did not do so; it was a separate train starting at an

earlier hour.

3980. Is there any special payment for the Dublin and Mayiiooth mail ?—I

o.f>2. " H H 4 believe
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Edward Page, Esq. believe it is now merged in the other. I have a strong impression that it has been

merged in the other payment, that there is no separate payment now made.

30 Ju'y l855' 3981. Does the same remark apply in this return to the mail from Maynooth to

Mullingar, i d. is charged for that ?—That was an arrangement which lasted only

till the day mail was extended to Galway. The arrangement was this : we paid

at the rate of 2^ d. a mile between Dublin and Maynooth, and the company

carried the bags on from there to Mullingar for an additional allowance of 50 /. a

year, but this arrangement ceased when we established the day mail throughout to

Galway under the new arrangement.

3982. They were merged under that new arrangement }—Yes.

3983. Chairman.] Are there any other lines in Ireland that you have to observe

upon as receiving high rates of payment ? —I think I have mentioned all the highest.

3984. Mr. Grogan."] Is there any night mail at all between Kilkenny and

Jerpoint ?—There never has been a night mail train on that line, I believe.

3985. Will you just look to the return of 1854, and see how that is?—The-

reason why that is given there as 1*. is, that during a portion of the period to

which this return applies the service was performed under contract with Mr.

Fletcher, and he carried the bag by road between Maryborough and Kilkenny,

and by railway between Kilkenny and Jerpoint, and from there by car ; that

arrangement lasted only for a short time, and it is that service to which this 1 *. a

mile applies.

3986. It does not now apply ?—It does not.

3987. However, in that instance Jerpoint was served by a mail train • —Jer

point is only a station on the route of the train to Waterford.

3988. Chairman.] Have all those rates which you have been stating in Ireland

been settled with reference to the amount of accommodation that is afforded, or to-

the amount of revenue derived from the letters?—Each case was considered, and

dealt with upon its own merits. The Dublin and Cork line was used as being the

great artery of railway mail communication from Dublin to the south of Ireland ;

we must use that line under any circumstances, whatever it might cost us ; we have

no other means of serving that district of country.

3989. I thought you stated, in the early part of your evidence, that it was not

certain that you would continue it on account of the high rate of payment ?—

I think you must have misunderstood me.

3990. I think you stated that in consequence of the terms you were only using

it for the present ?—No, I do not think I stated that ; I stated we had agreed to

continue that rate of payment for the present.

3991. Have you to take into account other considerations besides the mere

question of revenue ?— In dealing with the main-mail service upon a main line we

are obliged sometimes to set aside questions of revenue.

3991*. Do you consider the question of revenue as of primary consideration, or

a secondary one in Post-office matters ?—That is a question which I leave for the

Treasury or Parliament to consider, as to whether the Post-office is to be made a

source of revenue or not.

3992. Are you aware that there are very high authorities in a direction contrary

to that of revenue as a primary consideration, especially of late ?— I give no opinion

upon that matter.

3993. But the tendency of your evidence to-day is very much to the effect, as

are your comparisons, that your views arc mainly directed to the consideration of

the revenue, and not to the accommodation afforded to the public ; that is the

reason why I asked the question, or I would not have done so; I take it for

granted that you are in a position in the Post-office in which matters are referred

to you, and that your opinions upon them have great influence in guiding the

Post-office authorities upon particular questions : if I am right in that it is impor

tant to the public that your views should be what are considered correct, according

to the best authorities r—So long as Parliament decides, as it has, it is not a ques

tion for the discretion of the Post-office at all, whether it should be a source of

revenue or not. If Parliament should decide that the Post-office is no longer to

be made a source of revenue, the Post-office could no doubt afford to expend

more money in increasing postal facilities.

3994. Has not your evidence, and the evidence of other witnesses from the

Post-office, gone very much to impress the Committee with the opinion that you

are mainly directed in your consideration of these questions by the amount of

revenue
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revenue to be derived from those places for which the accommodation is sought r— Edward Page

In dealing with branch lines, such as the one to which our attention is particularly

directed here, we are obliged to take into consideration whether the corre- 3° July i855-

spondeuce conveyed upon that branch line is of sufficient importance to make the

payment demanded by the company proper to be incurred.

399.5,. Do you apply the same rule invariably in Ireland, to other lines ?—In all

similar cases whether in England or Ireland ; but that question of revenue cannot

be applied to main trunk arteries, which must be used.

3996. Are they all main trunk arteries upon which you have been giving

evidence here ?—The majority of them are ; the Dublin and Cork is a main

artery ; the Dublin and Gahvay is a main artery, and the Dublin and Belfast is a

main artery.

3997. Are those the only lines of that character ?—The Castleblaney line is a

part of the main trunk line between Dublin and Derry.

3998. Is not the Waterford and Limerick, in connexion with the Great

Southern and Western, of as much importance as the line you have been speaking

of now ?—No ; the Limerick and Waterford is not the direct line to Waterford.

3999. Would it not be the shortest line to Clonmel ?—But Clonmel itseif is a

town situate upon a branch line.

4000. Is it not of as much importance as Castleblaney ?—Probably much more ;

we do not use that railway to Castleblaney for the sake of Castleblaney itself, nor

should we do so ; it is done in order to carry the Dublin and London letters on to

Derry in sufficient time in the morning.

4001. Mr. Grogan.] Are there any alterations that suggest themselves to you,

which would improve the communication in this district without being too

expensive ?—I think that an arrangement with the Waterford and Limerick com

pany for the use of every train would be a very desirable arrangement, provided the

company would name some moderate sum which the correspondence would enable

us to pay.

4002. Considering the time of the present trains, that would only apply to the

day mail ?—It would apply to day and local mails ; it would afford the means of

transmitting local mails between Waterford and Limerick, and between Water-

ford and Clonmel.

4003. It would still give but a day mail ?—It would still give but a day mail.

4004. Mr. F. Scully.'] From Clonmel to the junction?—From Clonmel to the

junction ; the Dublin day mail from Clonmel would go that way, and for Cloumel.

Mr. Trollope has already shown that advantage would accrue to Clonmel and

Cahir and Cashel from having the day mail conveyed upon that line.

4005. Mr. Grogan.'} Would the suggestion that Mr. Fletcher threw out, upon

which I asked Mr. Trollope some questions about transmitting the night mail, if it

could be carried out upon the plan then suggested, be an improvement?—Not at the

hour named by Mr. Fletcher; I believe Mr. Trollope has very correctly shown

that the balance as regards accommodation, in the event of that offer being made

and accepted, would be rather an injury than an advantage.

4006. Mr. Fletcher named half past eight ?—He named half past eight from Kil

kenny going northward ; he stated that it should leave Waterford at such a time as

would admit of the train leaving Kilkenny for Carlow at half past eight ; I think he

altered his mind a little afterwards ; he stated afterwards it might be modified.

4007. If your objection applies to the hour named by Mr. Fletcher, what hour

would, in your opinion, suit the public convenience ?—The hour that would be

most convenient to the Post-office would be by trains running in direct connexion

with the main night mail at Kildare ; but those of course would be very incon

venient hours for traffic.

4008. Those would be night mails going specially?—They would be night mails

going specially, and would of course be very expensive.

4009. Taking into account the cheap rate at which the mail was to be carried

upon those lines, would any slight modification of Mr. Fletcher's hour give accom

modation to the public r—I do not think that Mr. Fletcher's arrangement could

possibly be a permanent one ; I think, even if the company made such a proposal

as that, and the arrangement were to be started, it could not long be continued

for the payment which Mr. Fletcher stated the companies might be willing to

accept.

4010. Why?—So far as my experience enables me to judge, I should say that

0.62. I I trains
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payment was inadequate to the conduct of the service.

30 July 1855. 4011. You mean Mr. Fletcher's proposition for transmitting the night mail

from Dublin to Waterford, which I think he suggested should start at half past

eight ?—I saw Mr. Fletcher afterwards, and his first statement to me, as well as

to the Committee, was that he should leave Waterford at such an hour as would

enable the company to start a train from Kilkenny at half past eight.

401 2. That would be leaving Waterford somewhere about a quarter past seven •

—Yes.

4013. Except for the cost of affording a late departure, there can be no ques

tion it would be a convenience?—Setting aside the question of cost, there can

be no doubt that night trains from Waterford by both the Kilkenny and Lime

rick lines would be advantageous to a small extent, but would not be sufficiently

advantageous to justify anything more than a small payment.

4014. Would a departure from Kilkenny at nine or a quarter past nine, instead

of half-past eight, materially remove your objection ?—By every quarter of an

hour you make the dispatch later from Kilkenny, by so much will you reduce the

objection ; but I do not think a dispatch at nine from Kilkenny would remove

the objection as far as Wexford is concerned ; I think you must leave Kilkenny as

late as half past ten, to avoid injury to Wexford.
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GENERAL POST-OFFICE.

REVENUE and EXPENDITURE of Great Britain and Ireland.

Appendix, No.l.

 

GREAT BRITAIN. IRELAND.

Gross Gross Net Gross Gross Net

Revenue. Expenditure. Ruvenue. Revenue. Expenditure. Revenue.

£. £. £. £. £. £.

From 6 Jan. 1852\

to 5 Jan. 1853 -/
2,246,027 1,159,239 1,086,788 196,298 192,667 3,631

From 6 Jan. 1853"!

to 5 Jan. 1854 -]
2,394.132 1,215,014 1,179,118 198,275 203,665

j" Deficiency

From 1 April 1854"|

to 31 March 1855J

[_ 5,390

2,434,432 1,324,679 1,109,753 200,904 181,616 19,288

Average perl £

annum -j '
2,358,197 1,232,977 1,125,220 198,492 192,649 5,843

..

Equal to

52 per cent, on

Gross Revenue.

Equal to

48 percent, on

GrossHevenue.

Equal to

97 per cent, on

Gross Revenue.

Equal to

3 per cent, on

GrossRevenue.

(signed) Frank Ives Scudamore.

2 July 1855.
Geo. E. Hide,

Receiver and Accountant-General.

0.62.
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RETURN showing the Number of LETTERS received at the Post Towns in the Counties of Cork,

Waterford, Limerick, Tipperary, Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wickloio, and Wexford, together

with REVENUE accruing therefrom, during the Years 1850 to 1855 inclusive.

Appendix, No. 2.

YEAR.

Numher

of

Letters.

Amount

of

Revenue.

Comparison with previous Year.

£. *. d.

1850 - 143,079 38,750 11 3 —

1851 - 142,210 38,515 4 2 j per cent, decrease.

1852 - - - 177,187 47,974 12 1 25 per cent, increase.

1853 - 184,047 50,008 11 3 4£ per cent, increase.

1854 - 197,891 53,595 9 7 7 per cent, increase.

1855 - 212,426 57,532 - 10 7J per cent, increase.

RETURN showing the principal IMPROVEMENTS recently effected as regards the POSTAL

ARRANGEMENTS in the South of Ireland, and the Additional Expense incurred thereby.

Additional

Expense per Annum

incurred.

On the 1st December last, an earlier departure from Dublin to the

extent of one hour and 20 minutes of the day mail on the Great

Southern and Western Railways was effected. In order that the

English letters arriving early in the morning might still be for

warded by the day mail, arrangements were made for sorting them

on the railway from Chester to Holyhead, in a travelling Post-

office, so that they might arrive in Dublin ready to be despatched

without any loss of time.

A later departure of the up day mail to the extent of 30 minutes was

at the same time afforded to Cork, and the other towns on the line.

In order to extend the benefit of these arrangements to Waterford,

it was necessary to make a considerable addition to the payment to

the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway Company.

The day mail to Waterford was first established in January 1852.

On the 1st January last, the night mail train between the Limerick

Junction and Cork was accelerated, and a travelling Post-office

established throughout, between Dublin and Cork.

An acceleration between Dublin and Limerick would not have been

beneficial, as most of the branch posts are fitted to the down as

well as to the up mails.

The apparatus was used at the Buttevant, Charleville and Kilmallock

stations, in order to avoid a stop of the train.

This is the first instance of a travelling Post-office, or of the use of

the apparatus in Ireland.

The effect of the whole measure was to give an earlier arrival and later

departure of the mail at all the towns in the south-west of Ireland ;

the benefit to many of the towns west of Cork, such as Bantry,

Kinsale, Skibbereen, Clonakilty, Dunmanway, &c., being one hour

and five minutes in each direction.

The towns west of Limerick also derived advantage from the establish

ment of the travelling Post-office, but as the acceleration did not

affect them, the gain was not so considerable.

1

£. s. d.

231 5 -

101 14 4

281 10 -

0.62. A mailKK
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Appendix, No. i.

A mail car was established last year between Kilkenny and Thurles,

for the purpose of connecting Kilkenny with the night mail trains

on the Great Southern and Western Railway, and opening a direct

night post between Kilkenny and the whole of the south-west of

Ireland.

The last evening train from Carlow and Athy to Kildare was employed

last year for improving the communication from Carlow and Athy

to all the towns in the south and south-west of Ireland, which

receive their post by means of the Great Southern and Western

Railway.

In the latter part of 1853, direct posts were established between

Tallow and Youghal, and also between Youghal and Dungarvan,

thus connecting Dungarvan with Cork.

Previous to last year Dungarvan hadonlya night mail to and fromDublin,

which was sent by way of Waterford, and there was no direct com

munication with Clonmel. Arrangements were made for sending the

night mail by way of Clonmel, which afforded an earlier arrival and

later departure at Dungarvan, as well as supplied the direct com

munication with Clonmel ; and at the same time a Dublin day mail

by way of Waterford was given, which of course kept up the direct

communication with Waterford, as well as established a second post

with Dublin.

£.

Additional

Expense per Annum

incurred.

£. s. d.

140 - -

*9 12 7

30 - -

39 12 8

893 14 7

In addition to the above annual payments, an expense of 201 1. 8s. Id. was incurred for

erecting the apparatus for exchanging bags on the Great Southern and Western Railway.

COPY of MEMORIAL from the CORPORATION of Clonmel.

To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Canning, Postmaster-General.

The Memorial of the Mayor,Aldermen and Burgesses of Clonmel, in the County ofTipperary.

Sheweth,

THAT your Memorialists beg to represent to your Lordship that the conveying the mails

to and from this large and influential commercial town by one-horse cars is attended with

much unnecessary inconvenience and delay.

Your Memorialists trust that they may not be deemed tedious in pointing out some of

the defects now existing, and their remedy.

Your Lordship must be aware that, by the present system, letters for Dublin, Limerick,

and Cork must be posted in Clonmel for the morning despatch at 8.50 a. m., while, were

the mails sent by railway, the office might remain open until 10.50 a. m., and that letters

from the foregoing cities by the day mail, which are now delivered at 5 p. m., might be

received at the office here three hours earlier.

Carrick-on-Suir is about 11 miles east of Clonmel by road and rail, and it now takes 36

hours to have a reply in course from that town, while six hours should suffice for that purpose.

Cahir lies about eight miles west of Clonmel, and to have a reply in course takes 24 hours,

and the letters travel about 40 miles. Were they sent by rail, six hours and 16 miles should

be sufficient.

Your Lordship is especially requested to notice the hardships which this town, in common

with Carrick and Cahir, suffer by the present system of communication with Waterford,

the place of import and export for this part of the South of Ireland. It now takes 36

hours to have a reply, which might be had in half-a-dozen hours.

Your Memorialists beg to call to your Lordship's recollection that the Limerick and

Waterford Railway passes through this and the several towns before-mentioned ; and they

respectfully but firmly submit that this locality, contributing as it does largely to general

taxation, has a right to the advantage of the speedy transit of the mails, which the railway

would afford for facilitating the intercourse and opening more effectually the natural resources

of the country.

Signed on behalf of, and at the request of the Council of the Corporation.

(signed) Josh. Kenny,

Mayor of Clonmel.

* The railway service was gratuitous, and .this expense was for conveying the bags from the

Post-office to the stations only.
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Appendix, No. 3.

C L O N M E L.

A STATEMENT showing the Hours at which the LETTER-CARRIERS commenced the Deliveries of both Day aad Night Mails,

during the Winter Months of 1864.

DATE. Night Mail. Day Mail. DATE. Night Mail. Day Mail. DATE. Night MaiL Day Mail.

1854': A.M. P.M. 1854: A.M. P.M. 1854: A.M. P.M.

1 October - 7.0
 

10 November 7.30 5.30 20 December 7.30 4.20

2 — 7.0 5.30 11 — 7.30 5.30 21 — - 7.30 6.0

8 ~~"" " 7.0 6.15 12 — - 7.30 — 22 — - 7.30 4.40

4 — 7.0 6.30 13 — . 7.30 5.30 23 — - 7.30 4.30

6 — - 7.0 6.15 14 — 7.30 5.20 B4 — - 7.30 —

6 — - 7.0 5.15 15 — - 7.30 5.0 25 — 7.30 —

7 — - 7.0 5.30 16 — - 7.30 5.0 26 — - 7.30 4.10

ft »T» „ 7.0
—

17 — - 7.30 5.80 27 — - 7.30 4.15

9 — - 7.0 6.15 18 — - 7.30 5.30 88 — - 7.30
4.30

10 — - 7.0 5.30
19 — - 7.30 —

29 — - 7.30
4.30

11 — - 7.0 5.15
20 — - 7.30 5.0 30 — - 7.30

4.30

12 — - 7.0 5.30
21 — 7.30 5.10 31 — - 7.30

—

13 — - 7.0 6.15
22 — - 7.30 5.30 ..

14 — - 7.0 6.30
28 — - 7.30 5.30

1865:

15 — - 7.0
—

24 — - 7.30 6.25

10 — - 7.0 6.15
26 — 7.30 6.30 1 January - 7.80 4.30

17 — - 7.0 6.30
26 — 7.30 , 2 — - 7.80 4.30

18 — - 7.0 6.0
27 — 7.30 6.30 3 — - 7.80 4.35

19 — - 7.0 5.30
28 — - 7.30 5.20 4

7.30 4.05

20 — - 7.0 u.10
29 — - 7.30 5.20 5 — - 7.30 4.36

21 — 7.0 5.30
30 — - 7.30 6.30 6 — - 7.30 4.15

ae — - 7.0

7.0

7.0

6.0

6.30

1 December

2 — -

7.30

7.30

4.10

4.30

7 — -

8 —

9 — -

7.30

7.30

7.30

23 — -

24 — -

4.26

4.30

25 — -

20 — -

7.0

7.0

7.0

7.0

5.30

5.15

5.30

5.15

—

4 — .

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

4.15

4.26

4.35

10 — -

11 — -

12 — -

13 — -

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

5.0

4.30

5.0

4.25

27 — -

28 — -

6 — -

7 — 4.30

29 — -

30 — -

31 — -

7.0

7.0

7.0

6.0
8 — -

9 —

7.30

7.30

4.15

4.55

14 — - 7.30

7.30

7.30

4.30

6.30

10 — 7.30
——

15 —

16 — 4.30

1 November 7.0

7.0

7.0

7.0

6.20

6.15

5.30

5.30

11 — -

12 — -

13 —

14 —

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

4.15

4.40

4.30

4.25

17 — -

18 —

19 — -

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

4.30

4.30

4.45
o _^ „

3 — -
20 — -

4.20

4-
— »•

7.30

7.30

7.80

7.80

7.80

15 — -

10 — -

17 — -

IS — -

19 — -

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

4.20

4.30

21 — -

22 — -

23 — -

24 — -

*5 — -

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

7.30

5 — -

6 — -
5.0

5.20

5.20

5.10

4.30

4.36

4.457 — -

8 — -

9 —

4.20

4.30
4.3j
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DATE. Night Mail. Day Mail. DATE. Night Mail. Day Mail. DATE. Night Mail. Day Mnil.

1855: A.M. P.M. 1855: A.M. P.M. 1855: A.M. P.M.

26 January - 7.30 4.40 26 February 7.30 4.40 30 March - 7.0 5.0

27 — - 7.55 4.45 27 — - 7.30 4.40 31 — - 7.0 4.15

28 — - 7.30 — 28 — - 7.30 5.0

29 — 7.30 4.30
1 April - 7.0

 

30 — 7.80 4.30
1 March - 7.30 5.0 2 — 7.0 4.40

31 — - 7.30 4.30
2 — - 7.30 5.0 3 — 7.0 4.45

1 February 7.30 4.30

3 — - 7.30 5.20 4 — 7.0 4.00

4 — - 7.30 L - 5 1 j 7.0 4.40

2 — - 7.30 4.35
6 — - 7.30 4.40 6 — 7.0 5.35

3 — 7.30
*

6 — . 7.0 4.40 7 — 7.0 5.0
f

4 — 7.30
7 — - 7.0 5.0 8 — - 7.0 —

6 — - 7.30 4.35
8 — 7-0 4.45 9 ^— 7.0 0.10

6 — - 7.30 4.30
9 —— 7.0 5.0 10 — 7.0 4.30

7 — 7.30 4.45
10 — . 7.0 6.0 11 — 7.0

•

8 — 7.30 4.30
11 — - 7.0

_

12 — 7.0 4.4.5

0 — 7.30
t

12 — . 7.0 5.10 13 — 7.0 5.20

10 —
t t

13 — . 7.0 4.45 14 — 7.0 6.20

P.M.

14 — - 7.0 5.0 15 — 7.0 —

11 — 1.20 ••

15 — - 7.0 5.30 16 — 7.0 4.37

12 — 12.20 6.0
16 — - 7.0 6.0 17 — 7.0 4.40

A.M.
17 — - 7.0 5.0 18 — 7.0 4.50

13 — 11.60 6.5
18 — . 7.0 — 10 — 7.0 4.50

14 — 9.45 6.30
19 — - 7.0 4.30 20 — 7.0 4.50

15 — 8.30 6.30
20 — - 7.0 5.0 21 — 7.0 4.50

16 — 10.0 +

17 —

1

21 — - 7.0 *
22 — 7.0 Mft,

10.45 6.0
.22 — - 7.0 4.45 23 — 7.0 4.00

18 — 9.0 ,-___,_

23 — - 7.0 4.45 24 — 7.0 5.45
19 — - 8.0 4.45

24 — - 7.0 6.0 25 — 7.0 5.0

20 — 7.30 5.0

21 — 7.30 5.30

25 — - 7.0 — 26 — 7.0 4.60

22 — 7.30 4.35

26 — - 7.0 4.40 27 — 7.0 4.35

23 — 7.30 5.0

27 — - 7.0 4.45 28 — 7.0 4.50

24 — - 7.30 4.45

28 — - 7.0 5.0 29 — 7-0
-

25 — 7.30

29 — - 7.0 5.0 30 — - 7.0 4-45

* There is no record of the time at which the delivery commenced on the 3d February, the 21st March, and

the llth April. ' ,

t No delivery ; no mail received, owing to the severity of the weather.

W. B. Cooper,

for Postmaster, Clonuiel.

0.62.
Appendix,
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Appendix, No. 4.

STATEMENT, showing the ANNUAL PAYMENT and RAT* PER MILE for the COHVEYANCE of the undermentioned MAILS,

in the Years 1846 and 1855.

Payment in

1846.

Rate

per

Single

Payment in

1855.

fata

SEEVICE. SERVICE. P«

Singls

Mile. Hilt

Dublin and Cork (Night Mail) : £. s. d. «. d. Great Southern and Western : £. *. d. i. i.

Payment to Horsing and Coach

Contractors,—tolls and guards'

Payment to Company per Day

Mail, including guards' wages 6,201 9 6 H
wages -

Dublin and Limerick :

Payment to Horsing and Coach

2,690 15 3 -5J
Payment to Company for Night

Mail, including guards' wages 27,201 2 -

Contractors,— tolls and guards'
rish South-Eastern :

Dublin and Waterford :

wages - 2,763 8 10 -
*&

Payment to Company 263 8 10 _i

Payment to Horsing and Coach

Contractors, —tolls and guards'

2->fi7 — 9
~ 'I

Waterford and Kilkenny :

Payment to Company 485 3 - -6

Dublin and Cork (Day Mail) :

Payment to Horsing and Coach

Contractors,—tolls and guards'

wages -----

,*t}f O

Waterford and Limerick :

S,677 12 2 -M

Former payment to Company,

including messengers' wages - 713 6 8 i-y

Limerick and Waterford :

D

(Present payment under ar

bitration.)

Payment to Horsing and Coach
/

Contractors,—tolls and guards'

wages - - - - - 1,669 15 8 -7J

Maryboro' and Waterford (Coach) :

Payment to Horsing Contractors,

Limerick and Cork :

Payment to Horsing and Coach

Contractors,—tolls and guards'

including guards' wages 1,210 - - •«

<>--,.'» 14 O ~ 43
Dublin and Weiford :

«7U0 I'M £t

Payment to Horsing and Coach

Limerick and Tralee :

Payment to Horsing and Coach

Contractors,—tolls and guards'

Contractors,—tolls and guards'

wages - 1,753 15 10 H

1,227 10 8 - 61w*
/

/

Cork and Bantry : /

Payment to Horsing and Coach /

Contractors,—tolls and guards' /

wages - 1,058 7 2 - 4i? /

Cork and Waterford : /

Payment to Horsing and Coach /

Contractors,- - tolls and guards' /

1 902 9 1 ^ 6 ^ i
l

Cork and Kinsale :

IS 1

Payment to Horsing and Coach 1

Contractors,—tolls and guards'

Dublin and Kilkenny :

wages - - - - - 176 19 9 - 3iV

I

Payment to Horsiiig and Coach /

Contractors,—tolls and guards' /

wages - 724 10 - -31
/

Cork and Clonakilty: /

Payment to Horsing Contractors,

&c. -
nil. /

/Dublin and Wexford :

Payment to Horsing and Coach

.

/

Contractors,—tolls and guards' /

wages - - - - - 1,753 15 10
1 -j /

£. 20,865 18 10
£.

37,828 5 10

August 1855.

Edward J. Page,

Inspector-General of MB*
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RETURN, showing the PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS upon which the MAIL SERVICE is performed, under

a Contract for the general use of all the Trains.
 

Number of Single Miles

over which Bags

were conreyed Daily,

taking

the 1st December 1854

as an Instance.

PAYMENT Total Length

of the

Lines to which the

Contract has Reference.

NAME OF RAILWAY. for the

SERVICE.

Mile,. Fgt. rdt. £. Milei. Fgi. Ydt.

East Lancashire - - - - - 484 4 50 1,000 a year - 81 0 0 .

Lancashire and Yorkshire - 707 4 14 3,300 „ 195 1 0

London, Brighton and South Coast 454 4 0 454 „ . 50 4 0

London and North-Western 4,421 3 207 49,000 „ 553 4 0

Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 922 6 130 2,000 „ 171 6 0

Midland ...... 2,523 2 190 23,000 „ 488 2 0

Newcastle and Carlisle ... 489 0 0 1,000 „ 59 4 0

Stockton and Darlington ... 166 6 0 1,134 „ - 43 2 0

Dublin and Kingstown ... 66 7 110 500 „ 6 0 150

August 1855.

Edward J. Page,

Inspector-General of Mails.

STATEMENT, showing the Total Amount of the STATEMENT, showing the Total Amount of the

Correspondence of all Towns for the Convey Correspondence of all Towns for the Convey

ance of the London Bags to which the Peter ance of the Dublin Bags to which the Water-

borough and Grimtby Night Mail Train was ford and Limerick Railway would be available.

established.

Number ofLetters Number of Letters

according

to Accounts, for

according

to Accounts, forNAME OF TOWN. NAME OF TOWN.

Week ended Week ended

21st May 1855. 21st May 1855.

Boston - .... 11,214 Waterford 12,173

Horncastle .... 3,535 Piltown - 458

Alford 2,557 Carrick-on-Suir ... 2,527'

Louth ..... 4,858 Clonmel ----- 8,153

Spilaby - 2,831 Cahir - - - 1,471

Ulceby 1,421 Tipperary - - - - 2,664

Barton-on-Humber ... 1,932 Pallasgreen .... 687

Grimsby..... 4,764 Limerick 26,835

Spalding .... 6,038 Dungarvan - 1,627

Holbeach .... 841 Ennis - 4,145

Hull 64,732 Kilrush - 2,460

Driffield 7,284 Ennistimon ....

1

1,267

Bererley ..... 7,641

TOTAL - - - 119,648 TOTAL - - - 64,467

Payment for the Night Mail]

Train between Peterborough 1 £. s. d.

•

Payment demanded by the Wa-] „ ,

terford and Limerick Rail- 1 _ q "
an/1 fvrlma}**r n vk A fn_ *l. -. I \.._ /• •! 1 1 t e\ t /*

Mail Train between Peter- a year,

borough and Boston* - -J

way Company for a Night t

and Day Mail Train - -J
i year.

* There is no Day Mail beyond Boston

•

August 1855.

Edward J. Page,

Inspector-General of Mails.

0.62. K K 4



[ 204 ]

ANALYSIS OF INDEX.

ALPHABETICAL and CLASSIFIED LIST of the PRINCIPAL HEADINGS in the following

INDEX, with the Paging at which they will be respectively found.

Arbitration -

PAGE

267

BuxtiABOlf (Waterford) s

1. Complaint in regard to the

Pottal Arrangements - 268

2. Explanation on the part of the

Post Office - - - 269

Cariow ...... 269

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish

South-Eastern Railways - - 302

Cairlck-on-Suir ..... 270

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303

Circuitous Riutes - 270

Kilkenny ..... 283

Waterford ..... 300

CLOHMEL :

1. C' imp!aJ nt in regard to the

present Arrangements • 270

2. Evidence on the pait of the

Post Office - - - 270

3. Closing till lately of the Post

Office at P.M.

4. Returns laid brfore the Com

mittee - - - -

271

27:

Kilkenny .....

Mai', Cars and Coaches • - -

Railways .....

Waterford .....

Waterford and Limerick Railway -

Cork .......

Cork and Bandon Railway ...

Coroner's District (Waterford) - -

Cost of Conveyance - - - -

Guards .-.---

Revenue and Expenditure - -

Day Mails ......

Great Southern find Western Railway

Mail Cars and Coaches - - -

Waterford .....

Waierford and Kilkenny, and Irish

Souih-Eastern Railways - -

Waterford and Limerick Railway -

283

284

291

300

303

271

272

272

272

279

293

272

279

284

3°«

302

303

Detention (Winter Months) -

Mail Cars and Coaches -

Dublin Mails -

PAGE

• 273

- 284

1. Complaint in regard to thepre

sent Arrangements - - 274

2. Explanation on the part ofthe

Post Office - - - 275

Cappoquin ..... 269

Waterford ..... 300

Youghal ----- 305

Dunmore (Waterford) - - - - 275

Waterford - - - - - 300

Ennis - 275

Extension of Accommodation. » - - 276

Clonmel, 2 - - , . - 271

Mail Cart and Coaches . - - 284

Railways - .... 291

S'ib-posts ..... 293

Wuterford and Kilkenny, and Irish

South-Eastern Railways - - 303

Waterford and Limerick Railway • 303

Foot Metsengen - - - - - 278

Bunmahon - - - - - 268

Portlara ----- sgo

Great Southern and Western Railway - 279

Travelling Post-office - - - 294

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303

Kilkenny 283.

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway - 301

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Jrith

South-Eattern Railways - - 302

Kinsale - 283

Cork and Bandon Railway - - 27*

Limerick ...... 284

£nni« *75

Sub-potts ----- 293

Waterford 3°°

Waterford and Limerick Railway • 303
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PAGE

I.ismoic ...... 384

London Mails •> 284

Dublin Mails ----- 274

MAIL CARS AND COACHES :

1 . Complaints under this head :

reference specially to the Car

between Goold's Cross and

Clonmel - - - -285

2. Evidence generally on the part

of the Post Office - - 285

3. Explanation in the case of the

Clonmel Car -

Bianconi, Mr. -

Detention ( Winter Months')

Fines ------

Kiniale ......

Maryborough Mail Car -

Security of Mails -

Tralee

Waterford

Mallow and Killarney Railway

Maryborough Mail Car - ...

Abbeyleix - - ...

Ballyrngget - - -

Goresbridge - ....

Gffuiran......

Thomastmun .....

Wnterford and Kilkenny, and Irish

Sovth-Eastern Railways

Wexford

Memorials and Complaints ...

Bunmahon .....

Clonmel ......

Dungaroan .....

Ennis ......

Mail Cars and Coaches ...

Portlaw ......

Tramore .....

Waterford

Waterford and Limerick Railway

Milford

Parcel Pott

Portlaw .....

Foot Messengers ...

Post Office, The -

Bunmahon ....

Clonmel - ....

Dungarcan ....

Extension of Accommodation -

Mail Can and Coaches

Memorials and Complaints

Railways ....

Revenue and Expenditure

Tramore ....

Waterford ....

Waterford and Limerick Railway

285

268

273

270

283

286

292

293

300

286

286

267

268

279

279

293

302

304

287

•i68

270

274

275

284

290

293

300

303

- 287

- 290

. 2yo

- 278

- 291

- 268

- 270

- 274

- 276

- 284

- 287

- 291

- 292

- 293

- 300

- 303

PAGE

Railways ...... 291

Arbitration ..... 367

Belfast and Ballymena Railway - 268

Brighton - - - . -268

Chester and Holyhead Railway - - 270

Cork and Bandon Railway - - 272

Cost of Conveyance.... 2~2

Detention (Winter Months} -

Extension ofAccommodation

Great Southern and Western Railway

Irish South-Eastern Railway

Mallow and Killarney Railway «

Parcel Post - - -

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish

South-Eastern Railways

Waterford and Limerick Railway

Revenue and Expenditure ...

Chester and Holyhead Railway -

Cost of Conveyance - ...

Extension of Accommodation

Great Southern and Western Railway

Mail Cars and Coaches ...

Railways - - . .

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish

South-Eastern Railways

Waterford and Limerick Railway

Security ofMails - ....

Kin sale ---...

Mail Cars and Coaches ...

Sub-posts ---...

Bunmahon .....

Dunn/ore - . - - . .

Lismore - '.' - - - . .

Portion- '"'- ....

2'ramore .....

Waterford

Woodstowit -

Supplementary Mails ....

Tralee

TRAMORE :

1. Complaint in regard to thepre

sent Arrangements

2. Statement on the part of the

Post Office

Golden

Kilmeaden ....

Leamybnen ....

Sub-posts ....

Waterfwd ....

WATEEFORD:

1. Complaint in regard to thepre

sent Arrangements • • - 301

2. Statement on the part of the

Post Office -tMoytTM, 1[ - 3OO

Bunmahon TV'- \lA~iuv\i-, "„ uivr,to"'U • 268

•>£ Circuitous Routes • • •. -VTitaH* 270

Clonmel, 1. 2. - - - - 270

276

279

282

286

290

301

302

303

292

270

272

276

279

284

291

302

303

292

283

284

293

268

275

284

290

294

300

3°5

293

293

- 294

294

278

283

283

293

300

0.62. L
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WATERFORD—continued. PAGE

2. Statement, SfC.—continued.

Cork 271

Corn Trade 272

Coroners District (Waterford) - 272

Dungarvan ~ - - - 274

Dmimore ..... 275

Kilmeaden - - - - -283

Lismore------ 284

Maryborough Mail Car - - - 286

Milford 287

Passage ..... 290

Railways - - - - -291

Ross .----. 292

Sub-posts ..... 293

Tramore ..... 394

Waterford and Kilkenny Railreay - 301

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish

South-Eastern Railways - - 302

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303

Woodstffwn - .... 305

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway - - 301

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish

South-Eastern Railways - - 304

WATERFORD AND KILKENNY, AND IRISB

SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAYS :

1. Importance of a direct Mail by

Railway from Waterford to

Carlow and Dublin; Propo

sition hereon - - - 302

2. Sundry Objections urged against

the foregoing Proposal; ex

tra Expenditure thereby - 302

Bagnalstown ----- 267

Carlow ------ 269

WATERFORD, fyc., RAILWAY—continued. PAGE

2. Sundry Objections, Sfc.—continued.

Goreibridge ----- 279

Gotvran ..... 280

Thomastovm ----- 293

Wexford ..... 304.

WATERFORD AXD LIMERICK RAILWAY:

1. Proposition for a Night and

Day Mail Train between

Waterford and Limerick ;

Expense therenf to the Post
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INDEX.

[ JV. B.—In this Index the Figures following the Names of the Witnesses refer to the Questions

of the Evidence ; and those following App. p. to the Paging of the Appendix.]

A.

ABBEYFEALE. Circuitous and slow communication between Newcastle and Abbey-

feale, a distance of fourteen English miles, Trollope 3598-3618 Convenience to

Abbeyfeale if the Newcastle car took the mails thither; objection thereto, as involving

an extra expenditure of about 50 L a year, or as much as the whole postal revenue of the

place, ib. 3604-3631.

Abbeyleix. Inexpediency of serving Abbeyleix by means of the Waterford and Limerick

Railway, instead of by the mail car from Maryborough, Trollope 2067. 2115, 2116. 2123Reference to the cost of serving Abbeyleix in the event of the present car from Mary

borough to Waterford being discontinued, ib. 3504. 351 1.

Alexander, Lorenzo. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides at Milforil, five miles from Car-

low, 1707, 1708 There is a railway station within a mile of Milforcl, 1709-1712

Large milling and malting establishment carried on by witness, 1713-1715—Very unsa

tisfactory postal communication between Milforcl and Waterford, a distance of fifty miles;

course of the post each wny, via Dublin, 8lc., 1716-1719.1724-1745. 1777-1779- 1809-

1818. 1891-1902 MUCH better postal communication from Waterford to Milford before

railways were established, there having been a night mail arriving at Milford early in the

morning, 1716. 1720-1723. 1773. 1876, 1877. 1888, 1889 Milford is a sub-post to

Carlow, with but one delivery at mid-day, 1724, 1725. 1813, 1814. 1817, 1818.

Very extensive com and flour establishments at Milford, Bagnalstown, and other places

in the district, adverted to, as showing the expediency of improved postal communication

by railway direct, with Waterford, £c., 1746-1771. 1810. 1831-1857. 1873. 1880-1884

——Suggested remedy of the inconvenience complained of by the establishment of an

evening mail train from Waterford to Carlow, so that letters may be delivered at Milford,

&c., by nine A. M., 1772-1787. 1863-1872. 1885-1887. 1891. 1896-1899 Expense of

the proposed evening mail considered in connexion with the amount of correspondence

to be benefited thereby, 1484. 1838-1855. 1873-1884.

Sufficiency of the present means of communication between Milford and Carlow and

Dublin, 1785-1787 Very defective postal communication between Milford and Kil

kenny, a distance of eighteen miles, 1788-1797 Advantage if by an evening train

from Waterford a mail bag were dropped at Milford Station; extra expense thereby,

1798-1803. 1869-1871 Interruption during last winter to the car from Maryborough

to Carlow, 1804-1808 Means of communication between Carlow and Waterford,

adverted to, 1819-1830. 1858-1862.

Arbitration. Similar system of arbitration in regard to the charge for railway mileage in

Ireland as in England, Hill 88-90. 98-100 Uncertainty in the case of arbitrators'

decisions, very different awards being made under similar circumstances, ib. 170-173

Advantage in the Postmaster-general having a lawyer as well as an engineer to assist

in cases of arbitration, ib. 174.

B.

Bagnalstown. Great inconvenience to Bagnalstown under the present defective postal

arragements with Waterford, &c., Alexander 1758-1763 Remedy suggested, ib. 1772,

et seq.

Mode and cost of communication from Maryborough to Bagnalstown considered,

Trollope 3079-3287. 3298-3306. 3337 Bagnalstown is a sub-oflBce, having the advan

tage of a direct bag from Dublin, ib. 3560 Commercial impoitance of the place

adverted to, ib. 3562-3565 Extent of convenience to Bagnalstown by the proposed

mail train from Waterford to Dublin at 7-30 P.M., ib. 3566-3575. 3581.

0.62. L L 2 Bal/yragget
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Ballyragget (Kilkenny). Necessity of a mail car for serving Ballyraggct and Castlecomer,

in the event of the abolition of the Maryborough car; amount of the expense, Trol-

lope 3275. 3287-3295. 3504. 3512-3527 Objection to serving Ballyragget by foot-

messenger from Freshford, ib. 3292-3295. 3524, 3525.

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom during the last six

years, App. p. 254.

Bandon. Return of the number of letters to Bandon, and revenue accruing therefrom

during the lust six years, App. p. 254. See also Cork and Bandon Railway.

Banks. Propriety of the Post-office making arrangements to accommodate the banking

interest, raiher than of the latter altering their hours of business to meet the present

postal arrangements, Kennedy 1213-1223.

Belfast and Ballymena Railway. Payment, according to a Post-office document, of 3*. 7! d.

a mile for a mail train between Belfast and Ballymena, Fisher 445. 453-459-

Error in a return to the House of Commons as to the rate of payment, Page 3745

Payment, on an average, of about yd. a mile to the Belfast and Ballymena Company,

ib- 3973-

Bennett's-bridge. Important milling establishments at Bennett's-bridge, Trollope 3552-

3555 JJo additional convenience to this place, if there were a mail train from Water-

ford to Carlow, &c. at 7-30 p. M., ib. 3556-3559.

Bianconi, Mr. Particulars as to the contracts with Mr. Bianconi for the day and night

mails between Clonmel and Goold's Cross, &c. ; annual payment for each service, Trol

lope 2509-2527 Impression that Mr. Bianconi has been the only contractor since

6th October 1852, ib. 2509-2512. 2522-2524 Mr. Bianconi is a very good contractor,

ib. 2514 Explanation relative to former evidence (Q. 2509.2522) as to ihe contractor

for the car between Goold's Cross and Clonmel, Mr. Bianconi not having been the only

one since 1852, 26. 3655-3658. See also Mail Cars and Coaches.

Blake, John Aloysius. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Is Mayor of Waterford, and commer

cially engaged there, 608, 609 Inconvenience and detriment suffered by the Waterford

merchants, more especially by those engaged in the corn trade, through the defective

postal communications with Cork and Limerick, 612-625. 631-634. 639-642. 663

Considerable inconvenience to the towns of Tramore, Dunmore, Passage, &c., under the

present nrrangements, 612. 658 Inconvenient operation of the mail from Waterford

at 7*10 P.M., by which letters for the south or west are sent via Dublin, 612-616. 622-

625 Inconvenience in the letters from Limerick, &c., and from Dublin not being

delivered in Waterford at the same time, 616-622.

Instead of the mnil at 4*30 and the indirect mail at 7*10, there should be one direct

mail by railway at a later period, 6-25-627. 635-638. 646-648 Considerable use made

by merchants of the threepenny parcel system adopted by the Waterford arid Limerick

Company, 628-631 Want of proper opportuniiy and time at Waterford to answer

by return of post letters from Limerick, 631-647 Route and mode of conveyance of

a letter from Waterford to Limerick, and vice versa, 642-645. 649-653 Nearly 16 hours

are taken to convey a letter from Waterford to Limerick, whereas it may be conveyed

direct by railway in a little over four hours, 654-658.

Inconvenience suffered by public authorities in the case of official communications

inter se, 659-663 Letter from Lord Huntingdon, deputy lieutenant of Waterford

county, to witness, dated 3 July 1855, complaining of the great inconvenience suffered

under the present postal arrangements in Waterford, &c., and suggesting means of

remedy, 659, 660 Complaint also by Lord Stuart de Decies in his official capacity as

lord lieutenant of the county, 659 Complaint also by the hiith sheriff at Waterford

in regard to the means of communication with the sub-sheriff at Lismore, 660-663.

Brighton. Statement as to the correspondence of Brighton, which is very large, being

conveyed by mail carts from Reigate, in order to save the expense of using the London

and Brighton line, Page 3699. 3837-3848.

BUNMAHON (WATERFORD):

1. Complaint in regard to the Postal Arrangements.

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office.

1. Complaint in regard to the Postal Arrangements :

Inconvenience suffered by the mining district of Bunmahon through deficient commu

nication with Waterford, Fisher 433, 434 Exceedingly inconvenient means of commu

nication between Tramere and Bunmahon, Delahunty 730, 731. 870-876.

Complaint of great want of postal accommodation in the important mining district of

Bunmahon; evidence in illustration of the inconvenience now suffered, Doudney 1004

d se,j Statement relative to the serious inconvenience in transmitting from Bunmahon

two
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BUNMAHON ( WATERFORD)—continued.

1. Complaint in regard to the Postal Arrangements—continued.

two local journals regularly stamped, one published monthly, and the other every two

months, Doudney 1010-1051. 1059-1079 Great delay having been experienced in

sending the journals to Kilmacthormis for transmission by post, they are now in tlie first

instance sent specially to Waterford, i7>. 1011-1013. 1021-1032 The circulation of the

monthly journal is about 2,250, ib. 1017.

Frequent complaints have been made in regard to the foregoing grievance, the only

redress offered being half-a-crown monthly for a car from Kilmacthomas to Bunmahom,

which was declined, Doudney 1019, 1020. 1026. 1048, 1049. 1059-1066 Insufficiency

of the runner or foot messenger between Bunmahon and Kilmacthomas to carry the

correspondence of the districts, exclusive of the journals, ib. 1041-1043. 1051,16.

The revenue received from the journal is between 7 1. 10 s. and 8 /. monthly, ib.

1062-1070, The hard work for the foot-messengers drove one man into consumption,

and his brother, who succeeded him, was obliged to give it up, ib. 1081 Letters from

Carrick to Bunmahon are now received in one day, ib. 1121. 1124, 1125.

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office:

Bunmahon is served from Carrick-on-Suir, and receives 343 letters weekly, Trollope

2066 Special arrangements made by the Post-office in the case of the newspaper

published by Mr. Doudney at Bunmahon; allowance of 2 s. 6 d. a day whenever there

was a large number of newspapers lor the po-t, ib. 2743-2748 Since Mr. Doudney's

evidence the matter has again come under the consideration of the Post-office, ib. 2748,

2749

Statement that the distance traversed by the Eunmahon foot messenger is 20 j English

miles, the same not being considered too much, Trollope 2750-2761 Correction of

evidence as to the time in corresponding between Waterford and Bunmuhon, ib. 2762,

2763 Exception taken to the statement that the work caused the death of one mes

senger, ib. 2758-2761.

Barren, (Clare). Very defective course of communication from the sub-post of Burren to

Clare Castle, the letters going round by Dublin • letter hereon from Mr. Win. Smith of

Burren, Fitzgerald 1397-1408.

Letters from Burren to Clare Castle do not go via Dublin, Trollope 2824.

•

C.

Cahir (Tipperary). Inconvenience to which Cahir is exposed under the present (irrange-

ments, Kennedy 1324, 1325 Receipts of the Cahir post-office, Trollope 2171 Ex

tent to which the proposed day mail train from Waterford 10 Limerick would be advan

tageous to Cahir, ib. 2233. 2313-2330. 2335.

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom during the last six

years, App. p. 254.

Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; also the arrival and dis

patch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with each other, and with their arrival

and dispatch according to the proposed use of the railway between Limerick and

Waterford, App. p. 259.

Cappoquin. Illustration of the slowness of the postal communication between Cappoquin

and Dunmore, Fisher 242-246 Inconvenience as regards the Cappoquin correspon

dence with Dungarvun, O'Brien 1467 et seq., 1631-1642 Course of a letter from

Dungarvan to Cappoquin,ii. 1472-1478.

Extent of benefit to Cappoquiu by the use of a night mail-train on the Waterford and

Limerick railway, Trollope 2061 Direct communication between Cappoquin and

Lismore, ib. 2668, 2669.

Carlow. Means of communication between Carlow and Waterford adverted to, Alexander

1819-1830, 1858-1862 Nature of the accommodation to Carlow in the event of a

mail train as proposed between Waierford and Dublin, Trollope 3488-3493. 3568, 3569.

3576-357«- 3586-3593.

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six

years, App. p. 254.

Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; also the arrival and dis

patch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with each other, and with their arrival

and dispatch according to the proposed use of the railway between Kildare and Water-

ford, App. p. 259.

See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways.

 

0.62. L L 3 Carrick-on-Suir.
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Carrick-on-Stiir. Slight postal communication betwren Currick and Clonmel under the

present arrangements, Malcomson 504-508 Exceeding slow communication between

Tramore and Carrick-on-Suir, Delahunty 732-735.

Receipts of the Carrick-on-Suir post-office, Trollope 2170 Extent to which the

proposed day mail-train from Waterford to Limerick would be advantageous to Carrick-

on-Suir, ib. 2233. 2238, 2239. 2333-2335.

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six

years, App. p. 254.

Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855 ; also the arrival and dispatch

of the mails in those years as contrasted with eacli other, and with their arrival and

dispatch according to the proposed use of the railway between Limerick and Waterford,

App. p. 259.

See also Waterford and Limerick Railway.

Cars. See Mail Cars and Coaches.

Cashel. Inconvenience suffered under the present arrangements by the towns adjoining

Cashel, Fisher 447 Return of the number of letters 10 Casliel, and revenue accruing

therefrom, during the last six years, App. p. 254 Return showing the revenue in the

years 1846 und 1855; also the arrival and dispatch of the mails in those years, as con

trasted with each other, and with their arrivals and dispatch according to the proposed

use of the railway between Limerick and Waterford, iJ. 259. See also Golden.

Chester and Holyhead Railway. Large expenditure incurred in England on account of

Irish letters by the Chester and Holyhead Railway, &c., Bill 73-77 Opportunity

shortly for terminating the present arrangements with the Chester and Holyhead Com

pany, ib. 78, 79 Opportunity for a revision of the existing arrangement, ib. 79

Payment to the Chester and Holyhead Company for each of the years 1850-54, of a

fixed sum of 30,000 /., or upwards of 5*. a mile for the night and day mail-trains;

explanation as to apparent variations in the yearly payments. Page 3779-3796.

Circuitous Routes. Circuitous route of letters leaving Waterford at 7*10 P.M., those for

Clonmel travelling » distance of 250 miles vi& Dublin; consequent inconvenience, Fisher

230. 233. 275-278; Blake 612-616. 622-625 Circuitous route and slow delivery in

regard to places round Waterford served by mail cars, Delahunty 823—830. 859-862.

Inaccuracy of witness's statements in regard to the time taken in communicating

between certain places round Waterford, Trollope 2645, et seq. Explanation that

correspondence between certain adjoining towns is not sent a circuitous route via Dublin,

ib. 2650-2657. 2830-2833. See also Kilkenny. Waterford.

Clare. Inconvenience suffered by the county of Clare generally under the present arrange

ments, Fitzgerald 1347. See also Ennis,

CLONMEL :

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements.

2. Evidence on the part of the Post-office.

3. Closing till lately of the Post-office at 8'45 P.M.

4. Returns laid before the Committee.

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements:

Inconvenience in the letters from Waierford direct to Cloumel not being delivered in

the evening of arrival, or in time for answers by return of post, Fisher 249. 219-295

Postal communicaiion between Waterford, Clonmel, and Limerick, before the railway

was opened, adverted to, as having been much more satisfactory than the present com

munication, Kennedy 1128-1137 Arrival at present in Clonmel at 8-20 P.M. of the

mail which leaves Waterford at 4*30 P.M. ; considerable inconvenience of such late

arrival, ib. 1138-1170 Since the later departure of the Dublin day mail, the day

mail to Cork, Limerick, and all places south of Goold's Cross, has been cut off, ib.

1189-1191.

Evidence in favour of using the Waterford and Limerick Railway for the Clonmel

letters, Kennedy 1192 et seq. Considerable business carried on in the towns of

Tipperary, Carrick-on-Suir, and Clonmel, ib. 1279-1281 Witness, who is Mayor of

Clonmel, fully coincides in all ihat has been stated by Mr. Kennedy, Kennedy 1339-1342

Copy of the memorial to the Postmaster-general from the corporation of Clonmel,

Ap. p. 258.

2. Evidence on the part of the Post-office :

As regards Clonmel, an hour only might be saved in the arrival and in the departure

of the day mail if the railway to Goold's Cross, &c., were used, Hill 135—149 Im

proved communication with Clonmel since the establishment of railways, Trollope 1998-

2001. 2004-2006 Advantage to Clonmel and some other places it' a mail were taken

by the train from Waterford to Clonmel at 5.30 P.M., ib. 2082-2097. 21H> 2112.

2173-2178. 2193. 2914, 2915 Disadvantage to Clonmel if, instead of the present

mail
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CLONMEL—contin ued .

2. Evidence on the part of the Post-office—continued.

present mail train from Walerford at 4. 40 p. M., a mail were dispatched from Waterford

in the evening, Trollope 2098-2103. 2179-2192 Opportunity at Clonmel for answering

Waterford letters by return of post, ib. 2098-2101.

Two deliveries daily in Clonmel after the arrival of the Dublin night and day mails,

Trollope 2194 Obstacles to the delivery in Clonmel of Waterford letters, unless they

can arrive as early as 7-80 P.M., ib. 2195-2213 Extent to which the proposed day

mail-train would be advantageous to Clonmel, ib. 2233. 2251, 2252. 2331, 2332. 2335 et

seq. Extra convenience to Clonmel since the acceleration of the day mail some time

since, ib. 2253-2257 Willingness of the Postmaster-general to make a fair arrange

ment for the conveyance of a mail to Clonmel by the passenger train from Waterford at

5*30 P.M., ib. 2258-2260 Commercial importance of Clonmel adverted to, ib. 2382-

2385-

Opinion, as opposed to that of Waterford merchants, that a later dispatch by two hours

of the Clonmel letters from Waterford would not be a great convenience, Trollope 2891-

2006 Time of dispatch from Clonmel to Waterford adverted to; how far incon

venient, »'/;. 2910-2912 Reference to the fact of there having been two mails daily

between Waterford and Clonmel before railways were established, ib. 2916-2918

Examination to the effect, that though Clonmel has lost some postal accommodation

since the establishment of railways, it has gained more than it has lost, ib 3161-3182.

3. Closing till lately of the Post-office at 8'45 p. M. :

By sending to the post-office between 8^45 P.M. and 9 p. M. letters can be obtained ;

opportunity thereby for answering by return of post, Kennedy 1139-1144. 1155-1157.

1169, 1170.

Opportunity, by a recent arrangement, for receiving letters at the Clonmel post-office,

bv sending for them between 8^45 and 10 P.M., Trollope 2098-2101. 2203-2209

Statement ns to the arrangements for keeping the Clonmel post-office open till 10 P.M.

not having been made long ago, in accordance with the general rule, ib. 2885-2890.

2958-2996 Considerable period for which the inconvenient closing of the Clonmel

post-office at 9 P.M. existed before it was made known to the Post-office through means

ol the present Committee, ib. 2958, 2959 Circumstance of Mr. Kennedy having

expressed regret with regard to the extended opening till top. M., ib. 2960-2962

Though witness has not read the memorial from Clonmel he has full reason to believe,

from inquiries made, that the closing at 9 P.M. was not complained of therein, ib. 2965-

2997 Further reference to the memorial from Clonmel, as showing that the closing of

the post-office at 9 P.M. was not complained of therein, ib. 3149. 3642-3648.

4. Returns laid before the Committee :

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six

years, App. p. 254 Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; also

the arrival and dispatch of the mails in those years, as contrasted witli each other ; and

with their in-rival und dispatch according to the proposed use of railways between

Limerick and Waterford and Kildare and Waterford, ib. 259 Statement showing

the hours at which the letter-carriers commenced the deliveries of both day and night

mails during the winter months of 1 854, ib. 260.

See also Kilkenny. Mail Cars and Coaches. Railways. Waterford. Water-

ford and Limerick Railway.

Coaches. See Mail Cars and Coaches.

Complaints. See Memorials and Complaints.

 

 

Connemara. Very slow communication from parts of Connemara to Limerick, &c., Fitz

gerald 1400.

Cork. Postal arrangements between Waterford and Cork adverted to as being exceedir

inconvenient to Walerford ; every facility, on the other hand, being given to the Cork

correspondence, Fisher 435-445. 448-452.

Accelerated communication with Cork since the use of the railway, Trollope 1997.

2004 High rate of payment for the mail tniin between the Limerick junction and

Cork adverted to, ib. 2150-2154 Income of the Cork post-office, ib. 2152 More

time taken in communicating irom Cork to Waterford since the use of the Great Southern

and Western line, ib. 3098-3102.

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six

ye.us, App. p. 254 Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; also

the arrival and dispatch of the mails in those >ears as contrasted with each other, and

with their arrival and dispatch according to the proposed use of the railways between

0.62. L L 4 Limerick



272 COR DEL [Ho0tar

Report, 1855—continued.

Cork— continued.

Limerick and Waterford, and Kildare and Waterford, App.p. 259 Statement showing

the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the mails from Cork to cer

tain places in the years 1846 and 1855, ib. 262.

Cork and Bandon Railway. Great improvement if the Kinsale and Bandon letters were

sent along the Cork and Bandon Railway by the train at 5 P.M., ffeard 88(5. 888-894

Letter from Mr. Shaw, manager of the Cork and Bandon line, offering to lake the

mails by the ordinary trains at "id. a mile, or ion/, a year for a train each way; evidence

thereon, ib. 886, 887. 900-918. 937, 938 How far expedient that the Posi-office

should pay 730 /. a year, or i d. a mile each way for a special night mail train along the

Cork and Bandon line, such train having been offered by the company, ib. 889. 895-897.

900-903. 910-925. 960-970 Large population and correspondence to the west of

Bandon, ib. 889. 998-100-2 Complaint that the London and Dublin letters for

Bandon, Kinsale, &c., are kept in Cork several hours instead of being sent on by the

train at 5 P.M., ib. 889-892. 934-938. 971 Opportunity for using the railway to

Bandoi) whenever the road may be slopped in winter, ib. 985-987. 996, 997.

Statement showing the inexpediency of sending a night mail or day mail along the

Cork and Bandon railway upon the terms proposed by the company, Trollope 2785-2794.

Corn Trade. Inconvenience and detriment suffered by the Waterford merchant*, more

especially by those engaged in the corn trade, through the defective postal communica

tions with Cork and Limerick, Blake 612-625. 631-634. 639-64?. 663.

Coroner's District (Waterford). Witness is coroner for the eastern district of the county

of Waterford ; resides at Tramore, Dalakunty 716-721 Statement that when witness

is officially informed by post of a casualty in certain parts of his district, his reply by

post to the police cannot be received before the time when it is necessary to inter the

body; instances in illustration, 16.722-735, 746. 791-793.870,871 Inconvenience

to which witness would still be exposed if he were to live in Waterford or elsewhere in

his district rather than Tramore, ib. 736-745. 868, 869 The other conmer for the

county resides near Youghal, ib. 850, 851 Arrangements by witness for information

by special messenger in case of the more important official matters, ib. 870-878.

Inconvenience from the residence of Mr. Delahunty being at Tramore adverted to,

Trollope 2735-2737. 3074-3079.

See also Tramore.

Cost of Conveyance. Table showing the mileage and the mileage cost by railway and by

coach, Sic. in Ireland, as compared with England and Scotland, .Hi// 83 Reference to

a commission appointed in 185410 report upon the mileage payment to railways, ib.

1^7-160 Suggestions as made by witness on former occasions that the Legislature

should to a certain extent fix the mileage rates generally, ib. 169, 170.

Much higher rates paid for the mail service to railway companies in Ireland than in

England; cases in illustration, Page 3664 et seq. .Mention of several lines in Eng

land to which high rates of payment arc made by the Post-office, ib. 3725 et seq. In

accuracy on some points of a Return to the House of Commons in 1854 of the mileage

rates paid by the Post-office to the several railway companies, ib. 3744-3748 State

ment that the yearly payments generally <lo not always represent the whole payment for

the services performed, ib. 3786-3796. 3889-3891 Other lines in Ireland besides

the Great Southern and Western to which high rates are paid, ib. 3972. 3996-4000.

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the

mails in the years 1846 and 1855, App.p. 262.

See also Guards. Revenue and Expenditure.

D.

Day Mails. Extension of day mails to several towns in the south of Ireland since the

establishment of railways, /ft// 9, 10 Mode of calculation by the Post-office as to the

propriety of granting a day mail to any place, Trollope 2795-2798. 3106-3109 Sub

traction of letters from the night mail when a new day mail is put on, ib. 2795, 2796.

3186, 3187 Definition by the Post-office of a day train or day mail, ib. 3461, 3462.

347 1-3475-

See also Great Southern and Western Railway. Mail Cars and Coaches. Water-

ford. Walerford and Kilkenny, and Irish South Eastern Railways. Water-

ford and Limerick Railway.

Delahunty, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Coroner for the eastern district of the

county of Waterford ; resides at Tramore, 716-721 Statement, that when witness is

officially informed by post of a casualty in any part of his district his reply by post to

the police cannot be received before the time when it is necessary to inter the body;

instances
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instances in illustration, 722-735. 746. 791-793. 870, 871-Lapse of four or five days

before a reply is received from Tramore to letters sent from places within 6, 10, or 12

miles of Waterford, 723-735. 841-845.

Inconvenience to which witness would still be exposed if he were to live in Waterford

or elsewhere in his district rather than Tramore, 736-745. 868, 869-One cause of the

inconvenience is the departure of the mail from Tramore too late to catch the Waterford

mail ; the same considered, 747-750. 757-764. 766 775-Frequent representations

and remonstrances made to the Post-office authorities as to the defective postal arrange

ments in the Waterford district, 751. 772-776. 799-804.

The best remedy for the inconvenience would be a later dispatch from Waterford of

the direct mail, such dispatch moreover being by railway, 752. 757. 824-823. 837. 861.

862-Importance of the correspondence of Tramore, 753-756. 805-810-Witness

does not complain against ihe means of communication with Dublin, except as regards

the car to Maryborough, 758. 832-834-Several trains now running between Tramore

and Waterfird, all of which might be used by the Post-office lor a slight extra payment,

759-764. 768. 810-813.

Illustration of the delay in communicating between Fermoy and Waterford, 764, 76.5.

778-791 -- Detention of letters in the Waterford receiving-house adverted to, 775-777

——Dispatch of the Waterford mail for Tramore at 8'45 A. M., the Dublin letters arriving

in Waterford at 5 A. M., 794-798-Importance of accelerating; the arrival ofthe London

and Dublin mails in Waterford, 816-818. 822. 861, 862--Circuitous route and slow

delivery in regard to places round Waterford served by mail cars, 823-830. 859-862

--Importance of the correspondence of Waterfoid with the South and West, 831.

840.

Statement that the Waterford and Kilkenny Company are losing money by their

special mail train, which is run under agreement, and that they contemplate giving it up,

835, 836. 863-866--Belief thai the receipts would equal ihe expenditure if the 4-30

p. M. mail were sent by railway, 838-840--Opportunities of witness for communicating

with Dunmore or Passage by sending his letters as parcels to Waterford, 842-846--

Considerable extent of the practice of sending correspondence parcels by railway, 847.

854-858.

Tramore is a sub-post to Waterford, 848. 852, 853-The other coroner for the

county resides near Youghal, 850, 851---In other capacities, as well as in that of

coroner, witness is much inconvenienced by the postal arrangements, 867. 873--

Arrangements by witness for information by special messenger in case of the more

important official matters, 870-878.

Delay and Irregularity. See Circuitous Routes. Clonmel. Detention (Winter Months).

Mail Cars and Coaches. Waterford.

Deliveries. See Clonmel. Dungarvan. Waterford, 1.

Detention (Winter Months). Interruption by snow, &c. to the mail trains, though not per

haps to the same extent as 10 the mail cars or coaches, Hill 214-216. 220-223. 225.

--Great inconvenience caused in Waterford last winter by the delay of the mail cars

by the snow at the period when the trains were keeping their time, Fisher 336-338.

Stoppage last winter of the day mail train on the Great Southern nnd Western lint-,

Trollope 2556-2558. 2716, 2717-Extra expenditure by the Post-office in consequence

of the obstruction by the snow last winter, ib. 2800-2802-Inquiry by witness as to

the detention of railway mails last winter ; result thereof; circumstance of his not having

made a similar inquiry as regards the mail cars, which he admits were often detained by

the snow, ib. 3036-3056—•—Probability of there being records of delays of mail cars

through the snow, 3057-3063-Inexpediency of attempting to inflict a fine in the

event of detention by the snow, ib. 3063, 3064.

See also Mail Cars and Coaches.

District Surveyors. Steps taken by the district surveyors in cases of irregularity, Trollope

2389-2391.2396,2397 --Witness was at one time assistant surveyor of the district

under consideration, Hi. 2446.

Doudney, Rev. David D. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides at Bunmahon, in the

county of Waterford, 1003-Complaint of great want of postal accommodation in the

important mining district of Bunmahon ; evidence in illustration of the inconveniences

now suffered, 1004 et seq.-Statement relative to the serious inconvenience in trans

mitting from Bunmahon two local journals regularly stamped, one published monthly,

and the other every two months, 1010-1051. 1059-1079--Frequent complaints have

been made in regard to the foregoing grievance, the only redress offered being half-a-

crown monthly for a car from Kilmncthomas to Bunmahon, which was declined, 1010.

1019, 1020. 1026. 1048, 1049. 1059-1066.

Insufficiency of the runner or foot messenger between Bunmahon and Kilmacthomas to

carry the correspondence of the district, exclusive of the journals, 1041-1043. 1051-

0.62. MM The
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The Post-office authorities have been memorialised for a change of the present postal

route between Waterford and Bunmahon, &c., 1052-Very long time now taken in

transmitting a letter from Waterford to Bunmahon, or vice versa, a distance of 15 miles,

1052. 1093-1 120-Distrust as to the security of the Bunmahom post from Waterford,

by which large sums of money are transmitted, 1052-1058. 1085-1087.

The runner between Kilmacthomas, Bunmahon, and Stradbally, has to go upwards of

20 miles a day, for which he receives only about 7*. a week, 1080-1092-Reference

to a letter from Mr. Walsh, Lord Ormond's agent, to witness, complaining of the delay

in communicating between Bunmahon and Kilkenny, and between several other places

in the counties of Waterford and Kilkenny, 1121, 1122-Letters from Carrick to

Bunmahon are now received in one day, 1121. 1124, 1125.

Dublin Mails. Earlier departure of the day mail from Dublin to the south since 1st

December 1854, HM 2^--Period in the morning when Dubliu letters fur the day

mail to the south must be posted, ib. 42, 43.

Satisfactory character on the whole of the postal arrangements between Waterford,

&c. and Dublin, Fisher 382, 383-Large proportion of the Waterford correspondence

which is carried on with Dublin, ib. 413, 414-Delay m Dublin in forwarding the

London mails which arrive at 1 P.M., ib. 432-Witness does not complain against the

means of communication from Waterford, &,c. to Dublin, except as regards the car to

Maryborough, Delahunty 758. 832-834-Importance of accelerating the arrival of the

London and Dubliu mails in Waterford, ib. 816-818. 822. 861, 862.

Mail from Clonmel to Dublin at 8.45 P.M.; route of the same, Kennedy 1150-1153.

1159, 1 160-Delivery at present in Clonmel of the London and Dublin day mail about

4 P.M., there being oppoitunity lor replying up to 7.45 P.M., ib. 1180-1185-Recent

change in regard to the Dublin (Jay mail from Clonmel ; li-tters can now be posted at

9.45 A.M. instead of at 8.50 A.M., ib. 1186-1190--Night mail and day mail from Clon

mel to Dublin and London further adverted to; use chiefly m.ide of the former mail, ib.

1234-1242--Witness does not make any complaint in regard to the London and Dublin

communication with Dungarvan, O'Brien 1590, 1591 1629-1639.

Main importance to the large towns in Ireland of the mail service to and from Dublin,

Trollope 1 995.

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the

mails from Dublin to. certain places in the years 1846 and 1855, App.p. 262.

Dundalk and Castleblaney Railway. Reason for the large rate of payment (35. 2rf. a mile)

to the Dundalk and Castleblauey line, Page 3997-4000.

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements.

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office.

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements :

Inconvenient working of the mail car between Dungarvan and Waterford, Fisher 274,

275--Considerable importance of the town of Dungarvan, O'Brien 1414-1422. 1407*

1498-Very great inconvenience to Dungarvan in the mail from Waterford, Dublin,

London, &c., not arriving till 6 P. M., and not being delivered till the following morning,

ib. 1423-1430-Advantage if the Dungarvan correspondence were brought by the

Waterford nnd Limerick Railway, so that it might arrive at 4 P.M., and be delivered on

the same day, ib. 1423, 1424. 1506-1516. 1549, 1550. 1613, 1614--Complaint on

the score of there being but one delivery daily in Dungarvan; very considerable incon

venience might be remedied at an expense of about i5/. a year for a second delivery,

ib. 1424-1458. 1492-1495. 1506-1510.

Opportunity for getting letters from the Post-office by sending for them, provided a*

the same lime one pays il. a year for the privilege, O'Brien 1445-1458-Unfounded

objection made by the Post-office to the delivery of a mail after daylight, it. 1459-1466.

151 1-1516-Considerable inconvenience to Dungarvan in the slow and circuitous mode

of communication with Cappoquin, Lismore, Tallow, Fermoy, 8cc., ib. 1467-1478. 1589^-

1596. 1644-1648-Facility by means of one of Bianconi's cars for carrying a mail

between Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and Lismore, at an expense of 5 /. or 10 I. a year;

neglect of the Post-office to grant this facility, considered, ib. 1479-1489.1536-1548.

1615-1628-V<ry inadequate remuneration of the postmaster and the assistant, who

are greatly overworked, ib. 1499-1505.

By using the railway there could be a second delivery at a time very convenient for men

of business, O'Brien 151 1. 1549, 1550--Considerable decrease since 1852 in the Post-

office revenue from Dungarvan; evidence in explanation, ib. 1517-1535. 1551-1588-

Remedy, about a year ago, of great inconvenience in regard to the correspondence from

Dungarvoato Clonmel, &c.,t6." 151 9, 1531-1535. 1554-1556. 1643. 1646——Expediency

of
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DUNGARVAN—continued. .

1. Ciimplainti in regard to the present Arrangements—continued. • .

of the Poet-office granting postal facilities to Dungarvan and the neighbouring towns, at

least equal to those which they formerly enjoyed, and the want of which, under the

present arrangements has been duly represented and admitted, O'Jirien 1643—1650.

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office:

Improved cooimunication to and from Dungarvan since the latter ptrtof 1853, HilliS

•-There would not be any extra accommodation to Dungarvan by the proposed day

mail on ihe Waterford and Limerick Railway, Trollope 2011-2013. 2235-Earlier

arrival and delivery of the night, mail if the Waterford and Limerick Railway were used,

ib. 2011. 2013-2016-There are two mails daily between Waterford and Dungarvan,

ib. 2603--Adequacy of the present arrangements for Dungarvan, ib. 2604, 2605.

Objection to an acceleration of the mail car between Dungarvan and Waterfoid, on

account of the considerable increase of payment that would be entailed thereby, Trollope

2606-2608-Establishment since certain evidence before the Committee of a second

delivery in Dungarvan at an additional expense of about 7 1. a year, ib. 2629-2634--

Sufficiency of the present letter carrier there to deliver in the evening smd the morning,

ib. 2634-2644--The difficulty of want of light does not prevent delivery on winter

evenings, in towns like Dungarvan, where the streets are not lighted by gas, ib. 2643,

2644.

Correction of Mr. O'Biien's evidence as to the slowness of the communication from

Dungarvan to Cappoquin or Lismore, &c., Trollope 2646-2648. 2658-2667. 2672-2683.

2693-2696. 2714, 2715-Previous to the establishment within the last twelvemonth of

the car from Clonmel to Dunparvan, the circulation of the Dungarvan correspondence

was, as described by Mr. O'Brien, to be at present, ib. 2660. 2661. 2671. 2677-

Remedy of the non-delivery of the Dungarvan day mail, as complained of by Mr. O'Brien,

further adverted to, ib. 2696, 2714, 2715-Belief as to the inaccuracy of Mr. O'Brien's

statement, that Mr. Bianconi would take a mail between Dungarvan, Lismore, and Cap

poquin, for 5/. or lo/. a year, ib. 2697-2703.

Much greater accommodation to Dungarvan since the establishment of railways,

Trollope 2825-1833-Continually decreasing postal revenue of Dungarvan, the trade

of the place declining also, ib. 2834-2836-Proportion of the Dungarvan letters which.

•will be benefited by the second delivery, *6. 3135-3138-Increased payment of the

Dungarvan letter-carriers for the additional delivery, ib. 3189--Non-increase of the

salary of the postmaster adverted to in connexion with the amount of his duties,

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six

years, App. p. 254-Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; a'so

the arrival and dispatch of the mails in those years as contrasted with each other, and

with their arrival and dispatch, according to the proposed use of railways between

Limerick and Waterford, and Kiiilare and Waterford, ib. 259.

See also Cappoquin. Waterford. Youghal.

Dunmore (Waterford). Considerable inconvenience to Dnnmore under the present postal

arrangements with Waterford, Fisher 239 et seq. 350-355-Distance of twelve miles

from Dunmore to Waterford, ib. 352-Period of about eighty hours taken for a letter

and reply between Limerick and Dunmore, ib. 384, 385-Illustration of the incon

venience now suffered at Dunmore, Blake 658.

Amount of weekly correspondence of Dunmore, Trollope 2062-2064-The letters

from Limerick and Cork lor Dunmore are not now delayed at Waterford, ib. 2071, '2072

—— Course of correspondence from Clonmel to Dunmore East; arrangements hereon

since the sitting of the Committee, ib. 2684-2692-Letters from Tramore to Dunmore on

any day are delivered the following day, ib. 2742-A letter posted at Dunmore on

Monday would reach Cashel on Tuesday, ib. 2778.

See also Waterford.

E.

Ennis. Complaint as to the postal arrangements between Dublin and Ennis, the com

munication oy the Mildland Gfeat Western Railway and Oranmore being very slow and

defective, Fitzgerald 1343-1345. 1347- *35%- 1889-139*-Opportunity for improved

'communication at a very slight expense by means of the day mail between Dublin and

Limerick, ib. 1345-1348. 1359 et sea.-Correspondence with the Post-office which

ended in their refusing to incur the expense of the mail via Limerick, ib. 1346, 1347

——Commercial importance of Ennis, ib. 1347. 1353.

The proposed day mail by Limerick would arrive nt Ennis about five r. H., which

•would admit of answers being returned by the mail from Ennis at seven p. M., Fitzgerald

0.62. " M M 2 1348.
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1348. 1360-1363. 1368.1391-1396 Convenience of a morning mail from Ennis, though

not so important as a day mail from Dublin vi& Limerick, Fitzgerald 1349-1353

Objection to the grounds on which the Post-office calculated that the expense of the

day mail viii Limerick, though only 70 /. a year, was not justified by the circumstances of

the case, ib. 1354-1359- 1374-1376. 1388 Means ot communication by mail coach

and otherwise between Ennis and Limerick, ib. 1377-1387.

Statement thnt no greater speed or earlier arrival can be of benefit to Ennis Trollope

2815-2819 Unjustifiable expenditure if there were a day mail to Ennis via Limerick

as proposed by Mr. Fitzgerald, ib. 2820-2823.

Ennistimon. Extent of benefit to Ennistimon by the use of a night mail train on the

Waterford and Limerick railway, Trollope 2061.

Expense. See Cost of Conveyance. Revenue and Expenditure.

Extension of Accommodation. Principles by which the Post-office are guided in regard to

the extension of postal accommodation, ///// 4, 5. 18. 20, 21. 161-168 If contem

plated extension be self-supporting it is at once granted, ib. 4, 5. 18. 20, 21 If there

be a doubt as to the additional convenience being self-supporting, the extension is never

theless generally carried out, and at least as often in Ireland as in England, ib. 5. 161-

168 -Enumeration of several arrangements within the last few years which provide

for improved postal communication in the district under consideration, ib. 26 Though

increased facilities of communication produce increased revenue, it is necessary to check

the cost of such facilities, ib. 189. 198-203.

Increase of correspondence if increased facilities of conveyance were available, Fhher

298-302; Makomson 500.512.514-516 Statement that the Post-office in granting

local facilities have not been governed by the rule of the receipts being equal to the

expenditure, Fisher 445, 446. 453-459.

Importance of the elements of cost in the case of consideration by the Post-office of

extended accommodation, Trollope 3396-3398 As a general rule, the Post-office con

sider the amount of the correspondence as the data upon which to decide in regard to

the amount of payment, Page 3855, 3856. 3911 , 3912. 3988-3995.

Return showing the principal improvements recently effected as regards postal

arrangements in the south of Ireland, and the additional expense incurred thereby, App.

p. 257, 258.

See also Clonmel, 2. Mail Cars and Coaches. Railways. Sub-posts. Walerford

and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways. Waterford and Limerick

Railway.

F.

I'ennoy. Illustration of the delay in communicating between Fermoy and Waterford, &c.,

Delahunty 764, 765. 778-791 Erroneous evidence which has been given as to the

course and period of communication from Fermoy to Clonmel, &c., Trollope 2650-2657.

Return of the number of letters to Fermoy, and revenue accruing therefrom, during

the last six years, App. p. 255.

Fines. Reasons for not more often levying fines or penalties upon the contractor in cases

of irregularity in the arrival of mail cars, Trollope 2398-2404. 2530—2546 Modes in

which the contractor is sometimes punished; he is not fined or punished for any direct

misconduct on the part of a driver, ib. 2534-2546.

Fisher, Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides in Waterford, 427 Has been

acting as secretary to a local postal committee, 228 Is proprietor of a local news

paper, 229 Description of the present postal arrangements between Waterford and

Clonmel, &c., there bein^ two mails daily, one by car direct at 4-30 P.M., and another

chiefly by railway via Dublin, the time occupied being 21 hours and 15 minutes, 230 tt

seq. Inconvenience to Tramore, Dunmore, Passage,' and Woodstown, in the letters

from those places to Clonmel, Cork, Limerick, &c., not arriving in Waterford till after

the dispatch of the 4-30 P.M. mail; remedy suggested, 239-246. 306-311. 350-358.

361-379-

The correspondence from Waterford to the places west and south-west of Clonmel

goes by the mail car at 4-30 P. M., 242, 243 Illustration of the slowness of the postal

communication between Cappoquin and Dunmore, 244, 245 Considerable incon

venience to Waterford in the direct mail being dispatched thence at so early an hour as

4-30 P.M., 246-249. 286, 287. 315-330 Inconvenience in the letters from Waterford

direct to Clonmel not being delivered on the evening of arrival, or in time for answers bj

return of post, 249. 289-295—-Inconvenience in the mail by car from Cionmel, &c.,

not arriving in Waterfurd sufficiently early to be delivered along with the Dublin mail,

250-264.

Inconvenience
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Inconvenience to the small towns round Waterford in the mails thither from Clonmeb

Sec. being detained in Waterfood nearly a whole day before they are dispatched, 255-

260. 359 Considerable improvement if the mail via Clonmel to Waterford, &c. were

sent by railway in the night, 258. 265-267. 288 Grievance in the letters to Water-

ford from the adjoining towns not being delivered on the evening of arrival, 268-270

Mode of conveyance from Waterford to the small towns, 270, 271 Statement that

letters for Clonmel, See., posted in the Waterford receiving house at 11 or 12 in the

morning do not leave the mail at 4*30 P.M., 271-273.

Prejudicial effect of the present postal Rrrangements upun the local press, 274 Incon

venient working of the mail car between Dun»arvan and Waterford, 274, 275 Circuitous

route of the mail at 7-10 P.M., and consequent inconvenience further adverted to, 275-

282. 361-379 Circumstance of the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company having

established a threepenny parcel post; convenience thereof, 282. 296, 297.328. 415, 416

Means of direct communication by railway between Waterford and sundry places

adverted to, as showing the expediency and economy of dispensing with the present mail

cars ; suggestions hereon, 279 et seq.

Better postal communication between Waterford and Clonmel, &c, before, railways

were established, 288. 333-336. 474, 475 Grounds for anticipating increased corres

pondence if increased railway faciiicites be afforded, 298-302 Communications between

the Waterford Postal Committee and Lord Canning, 303 Liberality of the otter of the

Waterford and Limerick Company to run a night mail train at 2 s. 3 d. a mile, 303. 349.

388-396. 409, 410 Undue amount now paid to Great Southern and Western Com

pany, 303. 410. 445 Statement that the net increased expense of adopting the Water-

ford and Limerick line, and dispensing with the mail cars, would be only 3,000 /., and

not 7,000 /., as stated by Lord Canning, 303. 343-348.

Opportunities of the Waterford merchants for receiving their letters before the general

delivery, by paying a guinea a year for a box at the Post-office, 312-314. 379, 380

Claim of Waterford, in a financial point of view, to a direct mail train in the evening

to Clonmel and Limerick, 324-326. 329-336. 347-349. 445 Means for saving the

expense (1,245 i 17 «. lod. a year) of tUe car fiom Waterford to Maryborough, at 7-10

P.M., 331. 339-343 Great inconvenience caused in Waterford last winter by the delay

of the mail cars by the snow, at a period when the trains were keeping their time, 336-

338.

Representation made regarding the letters lying in the sorting house at Waterford,

359, 360. 460-462 Satisfactory character in the whole of the postal arrangements

between Waterford, &c., and Dublin, 382, 383 Period of about eighty hours taken

for a letter and reply between Limerick and Dunmore, 384, 385 A vdantage of a night

mail train from Waterford to the Limerick Junction, further adverted to; it should siart

about 8*30 P.M. 396-406 Advantage of New Ross and Wexford, if the Waterford

and Limerick Railway were used as proposed, 396-401 Three deliveries daily in

Waterford; only two deliveries under witness's plan, 402. 407, 408——Hours at which

the daily trains now start from Waterford for Clonmel >>r Limerick, 411, 412.

Large proportion of the Waterford correspondence which is carried on with Dublin, 413,

414 Impression that if the proposed ni«ht mail were adopted (he Waterford and

Limerick Company would also convey mails by any of their trains for i d. a mile, which

at present they should not.be expected ti> do, 417-428 Contemplated establishment

of steamboat communication between Waieiford and Milfunl, 429-431 Delay in

Dublin in forwarding the London mails \\hich anive at i p. M., 432.

Inconvenience suffered by the mining district of Birmingham through deficient postal

communication with Waterford, 433, 434 Pn»tal arrangements between Waterford

and Cork adverted to, as being exceedingly inconvenient to W;iterford, every facility on

the other hand being given to the Coik corresp ndence, 435-445. 448-452 Statement

that the Post-office, in granting local facilities, has noi been governed by the rule of the

receipts being equal to the ex^endituie, 445, 446. 453-459.

Inconvenience suffered by the towns adjoining Casliel, 447 Increasing amount o1"

the correspondence conveyed and delivered by the Waterford and Limerick Company^

463-467 Substitution of hite years of slow and unsafe mail cars for mail coaches*

468-475 Duty of the Post-office to adopt the quickest and safest mode of conveyance,

476 Inconvenience 10 places beyond Limerick by not conveying the mails by rail

way Irom the junction to Limerick, 477-479.

fitzgerald, J. D., Member of the House, and Solicitor-generalfor Ireland. (Analysis of his

Evidence.)—Complaint as to ih<- po-ial arrangements between Dublin and Ennis, the

. communication by the Midland Great \Ve8lern Railway and Omnmore being very slow and

defective, 1343-1345. '347- 1358. 1389-1392 Opportunity fur improved communica

tion at a very slight expense by means «f tlie day mail between Dublin and Limerick ,

062. - _M M ^ 1345-
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Fitzgerald, J. D., Member of the House, tfc. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

1345-*348. 1359 «* **?•——Correspondence with ihe Post-office which ended in their

refusing to incur the expense of the mail vid Limerick, 1346, 1347 Inconvenience

suffered by the county of Clare generally under (.he present arrangements, 1347

Commercial importance of Ennis, 1347. 1353.

The proposed day mail by Limerick would arrive at Ennis about five P.M., which

would admit of answers being returned by the mail from Ennis at seven P.M., 1348. 1360-

1263. 1368. 1391-1396 Convenience of a morning mail from Ennis, though not so

important as a day mail from Dublin via Limerick, 1349-1353 Objection to the

grounds on which the Post-office concluded that the expense of the day mail vid Lime

rick, though only 7o/. a year, was not justified by the circumstances of the case, 1354-

!359. J374-1370. 1388.

Importance to Kilrnsh of the proposed mail by Limerick, 1364-1371 Also to

Kilkee, 1364-1367. 1372, 1373 Means of communication by m*il coach and other

wise between Ennis and Limerick, 1377—1387 Very defective cause of communica-

lion from the sub-post of Burren to Cl.irecastle ; letter hereon from Mr. William Smith of

RtiiTen, 1397-1408 Very slow communication from parts ufConnemera to Limerick,

&c., 1400.

Fletcher, Henry Aleoch. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Traffic manager of the Waterford

and Kilkenny Railway; resides in Kilkenny, 1903-1905 Payment of 6d. a mile by

the Post-i'ffice for the dav-mail train between Kilkenny and Waterford, 1906-1908

Notice given by the company to discontinue the train, the Post-office terms not paying

them, 1909, 1910 Adv;mtac;e of the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway over any

other rout'-, for conveying the Kilkenny mail to Waterford, 191 1-1913.

Proposition made by witness to Lord Canning and Mr. Rowland Hill, whereby, at a

slight additional expense, if any, the mail service for the south-eastern part of Ireland

would be considerably accelerated and improved, 1915 et seq. Use proposed to be

made of the South-Eastern Railway from Carlow to Kilkenny, 1915-1928 Contem

plated re-arrangement of the present mail coach night service from Dublin to Wexford,

in order to meet the proposed improved service for the south-eastern district, 19-23, 1924.

1245-1953.

Witness's proposition contemplated a mail train from Dublin at 7*30 P.M., direct

through Crrlow and Kilkenny, and to arrive in Waterford at 12 at night, which, not

beingan aitual night service, would not entail much expense, 1924. 1928. 1935-1937

The up-mail train fur Dublin, as proposed, would leave Waterford at 7*30 P.M., passing

through Kilkenny, and thence by goods train to Dublin, to arrive at 4 A.M., 1928.

1037-1944 Reason for the proposition not having been laid originally before the Post-

office, 1928-1930. 1971-1974, 1982-1984,

Explanation relative to a proposition for a passenger mail train from Waterford to

Dublin, to leave Kilkenny at 8^30 P.M., in lieu of the goods train from Kilkenny at

9 P.M., and to arrive in Dublin at 12 at night; hesitation of the Great Southern and

Western Companv 10 accept lower terms for this service than for the ni^ht-mail services

now peifornvd by them, 1954-1975 Rate of payment for the <lay mail to the Great

Southern and Western Company, contrasted with the much smaller payment to the

VVaterford and Kilkenny and iouth-Eastern Companies, 1967-1969. 1976-1981.

foot-Messengers. Small rate of payment of the foot-messengers about Portlaw, who are

very unequal to the labour required of them, Ma/comson 543-563 The runner between

Kilmacthomas, Bunmahon and Stradbally has to go upwards of 20 miles a day, for

which he receives only about 75. a week, Doudney 1080-1092.

With regard to the small remuneration ot some of the Post-office foot-messengers, wit

ness is about to recommend an increase in their scale ot pay, Trollope 2587-2592. 3097Distances travelled by, and rate of payment of foot-messengers in England and in Ire

land, ib. 2751-2758. 3091-3097 Nature of the supervision in regard to the efficiency

of foot-messengers, ib. 2933. 2952, 2953 Foot-messengers are appointed by the Trea

sury; how recommended, ib. 2934-293(3.

See also Bunmahon. Portlaw.

G-

Golden ( Tipperary'). Very circuitous and slow communication between Tramore and Gol

den, near Cashel, Kennedy 1290-1296 Time taken in communicating from Trauiore

to Golden; concurrence with Mr. Kennedy hereon, Trollope 3338-3343-

Coold's Cross (Tipperary}. Inconvenience of Goold's Cross as a point of junction of the

mails wilh the railway, Kennedy 1319-1325. 1328.

See also Clonmel. Mail Cars and Coaches, 1.3.



arrangement**.] G O R H E A 279

Report, 1855—continued.

Goresbridga. Great inconvenience suffered at Goresbridize in consequence of the defective

postal arrangements with Waterford, &c., Alexander 1765-1769, 1856, 1857 Ke-

medy suggested, ib. 1772 et seq.

Adequacy of the present postal arrangements, Trollope 2843 Earlier dispatch

necessary from Goresbridge in event of a mail train, as proposed, from Waiert'ord to

Dublin, ib. 3582.

Gowran. Considerable inconvenience to Gowran, thougli on the railway, under the pre

sent means of communication with Waterl'ord, Sec., Alexander 1766-1769. 1850, 1851.

1856, 1857 Means for obviating the same, ib. 1772 et seq.

The present postal arrangements of Gowran are not inadequate, Trollupe -2843

Burlier dispatch fiom Gowian by a mail train, as proposed, from Wuterford to Dublin,

ib. 3582.

Great Northern Railway. Arrangements between the Post-office and the Great Northern

Company for sending letter bags at parcel rates over part of the line, Page 3/01,

3702.

Great Southern and Western Railway. Payment 10 the Great Southern and Western

Company by renewed arrangement without arbitration, of 4*. Qd. a mile tor the night

mail, and 1 s. a mile for the day mail, Hill 94-104. 126, 127. 150-157.

Undue amount now paid to the Great Southern and Western Company, Fisher 303.

410. 445. Opinion that the rate of payment is moderate, Malco/mson 518 Hate

of payment for the day mail to the Great Southern and Western Company contrasted

with the much smaller payment to the Wuterford mid Kilkenny and South-Eastern

Companies, Fletcher 1967-1969. 1976-1981.

Conditions of the contract or agreement with the Great Southern and Western Com

pany adverted to ; how far compulsory on the Post-office to accept such contract,

Trollope 3428-3447. 3477~3487-

Payment of 32,000 /. a year for the night and day mail trains between Dublin and

Cork contrasted with the payment of 13,000 /. for similar services between London and

Dorchester; examination hereon, Page 3666-3671. 3697. 3698. 3849-3878. 3888. 3907-

39°S Additional accommodation given by the Great Southern and Western Company,

in consideration of which the Post-office have agreed to continue the arrangement made

under arbitiation, ib. 386,5-3873. 3892-389') Necessary use by the Post-office of

the Great Southern and Western Hailway, the question of revenue not being applied

as in the case of branch lines, ib. 3988-3995.

Statement showing the annual payment, and rate per mile, for conveying the mails in

the year 1855, App.p. 26-2.

See also Travelling Post-office. Waterford and Limerick Railway.

Great Western Railway. Arrear of 150,000 /. in the case of the Great Western Company,

adverted to as showing that the payments for the year are sometimes not made within

the year, Hill 55 ; Page 3889-3891.

Guards. Practice as to the employment of guards whose services are not calculated in

the cost of conveyance, Trollope 2141-2148 Payment now made for guards

between Maryborough and Waterford adverted to, ib. 3310-3315.

Heard, Isaac, M. P. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Complaint of the insecurity and insuffi-

• ciency of the conveyance of the mail to Kinsale by one-horse car; detention of the

mails for six days in February last adverted to hereon, 879-885. 898, 899. 926-930. 973-

997. Assistance afforded by witness, in order to have the mails conveyed from Ballin-

. hassig to Kinsale; they were left for some days at the former place, seemingly without

any one in charge, 882-885. 976-984 Delivery of 2.0OO letters weekly at Kinsale,

881. 925. 998, 999' Great improvement if the Kinsale and Bandon letters were sent

along the Cork and Bandon Railway by the train at 5 P.M., 886. 888-894 Letter

from Mr. Shaw, manager of the Cork and Bandon line, offering to take the mails by the

ordinary trains for 2 d. a mile, or lool. a year, for a train each way ; evidence thereon,

886,887.900-918.937,938.

Hpw far expedient that the Post-office should pay 730 1. a year, or l s. a mile each

way, for a special night mail train along the Cork and Bandon line, such train having

been offered by the company, 889. 895-897. 900-903. 919-925. 960-970 Large

population and correspondence to the West of Bandon, 889. 998-1002 Complaint

that the London and Dublin letters for Bandon, Kinsale, &c., are kept in Cork for

several hours, instead of being sent on by the train at 5 P.M., 889-892. 934-938. 97l<

In point of time the present night mail by car arrives at Kinsale sufficiently early,

931~949- 97'> 972 Ad vantage" if as well as a mail train from Cork to Bandon at

0.62. H M 4 5 P. M.,
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Heard, Isaac, M. P. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

5 P. M., there were also a morning mail from Kinsale to Cork, so as to prevent delay in

answering letters, 950-959. 964-970 Opportunity for using; the railway to Bandon,

whenever the road may be stopped in winter, 985-987. 996, 997.

Herbert, Henry Arthur, M. P. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Member of Parliament

for the county of Kerry; is lieutenant of the county, 1652, 1653 Represen

tation made by witness, on the part of the merchants of Tralee, to the Post-office, in-

favour of the conveyance of the Tralee night mail via the Mallow nnd Killarney Rail

way, 1654 Inquiry into the matter by Lord Canning, which ended in witness being

satisfied that the expense of a night mail train to Killarney was more ihan could reason

ably be expected, 1655, 1656. 1673, 1674. 1701-1703.

Complaint by the people of Tralee that the conveyance of the mail by one-horse car,

from Mallow to Tralee, is irregular and slow ; memorial hereon to the Post-office, 1656,

1657 Reply by Mr. James Kindrick, district surveyor for the Post-office, to the

Tralee memorial, 1656 Statement showing the right of the memorialists to complain,

the conveyance in question being ill-appointed, and very irregular and inefficient, 1656,

1657.1704,1705.

Witness has no complaint to make in regard to the mails for Killarney, 1658, 1659,

Course of letters leaving London by the 5 P.M. mail for Tralee; no advantage to

Tralee in forwarding these letters from Mallow to Killarney by a mid-day train, 1660—

1662. 1666-1675. 1694-1700 Explanation as to a day mail having been carried till

recently on the Mallow and Killarney line for nothing, and subsequently discontinued

altogether, 1663-1665. 1676-1683.

Convenience to Killarney and other places, if the mail were conveyed by an early

train from Mallow as before, 1677. '683. 1699 Reference to the discontinuance of

the mail by coach from Limerick to Tralee, since the opening of the railway to Mallow,.

1684-1686'. 1692, 1693 Inexpediency of conveying the Tralee mail by r.tiUav to

Limerick, and thence on by coach, instead of conveying it by Mallow, 1687—1691

Expense of a mail train from Mallow to Killarney at a different hour in the day from

that at which the trains now start, 1700.

High Sheriff of Walerford. Complaint by the High Sheriff of Waterford in regard to the

means of communication with the sub-sheriff at Lismore, Blake 660-663.

Hill, Rowland. (Analysis of his Evidence.) Has no local knowledge in regard to the subject

of the present inquiry Principles by which the Post-office authorities are guided in

regard to the extension of postal accommodation, 4, 5. 18. 20, 21. 161-168 Con

siderable improvement of postal communication in Ireland since the establishment of

railways, 6-11 Several towns within the district under consideration in which deliv

eries or letter-carriers have been established since the year 1841 ; 11-17 There is no-

absolute rule in regard to additional letter-carriers, 17, 18.

Establishment of 200 rural posts in the district since 1841 ; return containing parti

culars hereon, 19 Rule which determines the establishment of a rural or subordinate

post, 20, 21. 23 Additional facilities generally in regard to money-orders of late

years, 24 Establishment during the last five years of several money-order offices in

the district, 25 Enumeration of several arrangements within the last few years, which

provide for improved postal communication in the district, 26.

Difficulty of stating the receipts at the several post towns, 29 Difficulty of accu

rately estimating the amount of increased correspondence consequent upon the increased

postal facilities, 30, 31. 37 An account can be compiled showing the total number of

letters in the district, at dates anterior and subsequent to the new arrangements since

1852 ; 32. 36-40. 62 Means for calculating the profits of any particular post-office,

33-36 Period in the morning when Dublin letters for the day mail to the south must

be posted, 42, 43.

Account of the Post-office revenue and expenditure in Great Britain nnd in Ireland,

in each of the last three yeais, 44, and App. p. 253 Impossibility of stating accu

rately the receipts and expenditure on account of the district in Ireland under considera

tion, or of showing whether the increase of revenue is greater there than in other

districts, 45-52 Explanation with reference to the foregoing account, that the pay

ments to railways, &c. are not always made regularly, and that the annual expenditure

may not represent the actual service performed, 53-61.

Comparative cost to the Post-office of a letter in Great Britain and in Ireland, show

ing that the expense is 30 percent, greater in the latter country, 63 More expensive

nature of the service in Ireland than in England ; the average mileage paid to the rail

ways being nearly twice as much as in England or Scotland ; tabular statement in

elucidation, 64-69. 83. et seq. Circumstance of some of the postage on letters to the

United States being unduly but unavoidably credited to the English Post-office, 70-74

Large expenditure, on the other hand, incurred in England, on account of Irisli

letters, by the Chester and Holyhead Railway, &c., 73-77 Opportunity shortly for

terminating.
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terminating the present arrangements with the Chester and Holyhead Company,

78,79-

An account of separate expenditure cannot be given for Scotland as for Ireland, 80-

82 Tubular statement, showing among other particulars the average expense per mile

of the conveyance of letters in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 83 Similar system of

arbitration in regard to the charge for railway mileage in Ireland as in England, 88-90.

98-100 Payment by agreement of 6 d. a mile to the Waterford and Kilkenny Com

pany for the day mail. 91, 92.

Payment to the Great Southern and Western Company by renewed arrangement*

without arbitration, of 44. 6d. a mile Cor the night mail, and 15. a mile for the day

mail, 94-104. 126, 127. 150-157 Less rate of payment to the Midland Great Western

Company than to the Southern and Western Company, 105-107 Increased expen

diture of 6,673 /. a year, which would sweep away the whole net revenue of Ireland, if

the offer of the Waterford and Limerick Company had bten accepted, viz. to carrv the

night mails at 2 s. 3<f. a mile, and the day muilsat 9 d. a mile, 108-117.

With regard to the cost of 4 s. 6 d. a mile demanded for the conveyance of the night

mail from the Limerick junction to Limerick, the Post-office have no case of complaint,

118-125 Benefit to place* beyond Limerick, but not to Limerick itself, if the

railway from the Junction were used, 128-131 Doubt as to any better arrangement

of the mails to Limerick and Waterford, unless the cost of an additional mail be

incurred, 132-134.

As regards Clonmel, an hour might be saved in the arrival and in the departure of the

day mail, if the railway to Goold's Cross were used, 135-149 The Postmaster-gene

ral can order a train to take the mails at a certain hour, the rate of payment being

settled subsequently, 151-154 Reference to a commission appointed in 1854 *°

report upon the mileage payment to railways, 157-160 Suggestions HS made by

witness on former occasions ihat the Legislature should, to a certain extent, fix the

mileage rates generally, 169, 170.

Uncertainty in the case of arbitrators' decisions, very different awards being made

under similar circumstances, 170-173 Advantage in the Postmaster-generarhaving;

a lawyer, as well as an engineer, to assist in cases of arbitration, 174 Arrangement

sometimes made to send mails by any train, of a particular railway, for a fixed sum,

175> J?6 Comparative lowness (for Ireland) of the offer of the Waterford and

Limerick Company to carry the night mail for is. 3<f. a mile, 177, 178.

Reference to towns in the South and West of Ireland, which may have been put

to inconvenience by the mails being conveyed by railway, 179-183. 187 Steady

increase in the Irish postal revenue adverted to, 184-186 Though increased facilities

of communication produce increased revenue, it is necessary to check the cost of

such facilities, 189. 198-203 Explanation as to mail cars having been of late years,

to a certain extent, substituted for mail-coaches in Ireland, 204-207. 217-219.

Slight use by the Post-office of the Waterford and Limerick line, 208, 209—:—

Safety, generally speaking, of the mail bags, as conveyed by car, 210-213 Inter

ruption by snow, &c. to the mail trains, though not perhaps to the same extent, as

to the mail cars or coaches, 214-216. 220-223. 225 Rule of the Post-office to

take the cheapest conveyance, whether coach or car, 217 Small size of the Irish

mails, 218, 219 Increased facilities for postal communication, and consequent advan

tages, if the railways in the South of Ireland, could be made generally available by

the Post-office. 220. 22-^-225.
.J Lj

Huntingdon, Lord. Letter from Lord Huntingdon, deputy-lieutenant of Waterford county,

to witness, dated 3 July 1855, complaining of the great inconvenience suffered under

the present postal arrangements in Waterford, &c., and suggesting means of remedy,

Slake 659, 660. See also Woodstown.

 

i '9t
"

Inconvenience. See Abbeyfeale. Bagr.alstown. Banks. Bunmahon. Cahir.

Cappoquin. Cashel. Circuitous Routes. Clare. Clonmel. Cork. Corn

Trade. Detention (Winter Months). Dungarvan. Dunmore. Kilmeaden.

Mail Cars and Coaches. Memorials and Complaints. Milford. Parcel Post.

Portlaw. Railways. Ross. Tramore. Waterford.

Increase of Correspondence, Difficulty of accurately estimating the amount of increased

correspondence consequent upon increased postal facilities, Hill 30, 31. 37 Antici

pated increased correspondence if increased railway facilities be afforded, Fisher 298-

302 : Malcomson 500. 512.51 4-5 1 6.

See also Extension of Accommodation.

r
0.6-2. • N N Inquiry.
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Inquiry. The Committee consider that the importance of the subject under considera

tion justifies them in recommending that the inquiry be proceeded with at an early

opportunity in the next Session, Rep. p. iii.

Insecurity of Mails. See Kinsale. Mail Cars and Coaches. Portlaw. Security

of Mails.

Irish South Eastern Railway. Use proposed to be made of the South-Eastern Railway,

from Carlow to Kilkenny, Fletcher 1915-1928 Statement showing the annual pay

ment to this railway, and rate per mile for the conveyance of the mails in the year 1855,

App. p. 262.

See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways.

J.

Jerpoint. With regard to Kilkenny and Jerpoint, there is now no night mail between

those places, Page 3984-3987.

Kennedy, Wilson. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides in Clonmel ; is a director of the

Tipperary Bank, 1126, 1127 Postal communication between Waterford, Cl<mmel,

and Limerick, before the railway was opened, adverted to as having been much more

satisfactory than the present communication, 1128-1137 Arrival, at present, in

Clonmel, at 8.20 P.M., of the mail, which leaves Waterford at 4.30 P.M. ; considerable

inconvenience of such late arrival, 1138-1170 Mail from Clonmel to Dublin, at

$.45 P.M.; route of the same, 1150-1153. 1159, 1160 Irregular arrival and occa

sional late delivery of the day mail to Clonmel, by car, 1171-1179 Delivery, at

present, of the day mail, about 4 P.M., there being opportunity for replying up to

7.45 P.M., 1180-1185.

Recent change in regard to the Dublin day mail from Clonmel; letters can now be

posted at 9.45 A.M. instead of at 8.50 A.M., 1186-1190 Since the latter departure

of the Dublin day mail, the day mail to Cork, Limerick, and all places south of

Goold's Cross has been cut off, 1189-1191 Considerable advantage if, as regards

Clonmel, &,c., the Waterford and Limerick Railway were used for the conveyance of day

mails to and from the junction, 1192-1212. 1237. 1248-1264. 1329 Propriety of

the Post-office making arrangements to accommodate the banking interest, rather than

of the latter altering their hours of business to meet the present postal arrangements,

1213-1223.

Complaint in regard to the one-horse mail car, which conveys the night post, between

Goold's Cross and Clonmel; insecurity of this car illustrated, 1224, 1225. 1264-1273Circumstance of there rarely being any passengers by this car, though by a rail

way mail-train in the night there probably would be a good many, 1225. 1274-1283

The London letters by the 5 P.M. mail, and the Liverpool evening letters, reach

Clonmel about 3 P.M. on the following day; comparatively few London letters by this

mail, 1227-1233. 1240. 1242. 1245-1247. 1252, 1253 Night mail and day mail,

from Clonmel to Dublin and London, further adverted to; use chit-fly made of the

former .mail, 1234-1-242.

London letters, by the evening mail, reach Clonmel at 8 A.M. on the second day;

time before answers are received in London, 1243, 1244 Considerable business carried

on in the towns of Tipperary, Carrick-on-Suir, and Clonmel, 1279-1281 Very cir

cuitous and slow communication between Killenaule and Ballingarry, 1284-1289. 1297,

1298 Similar complaint in regard to the course of communication between Tramore

and Golden, near Cashel, 1290-1296.

Description of the two postal routes from Waterford to Limerick, the one occupying

about 11 hours, and the other 22 hours, 1300-1312 Letters might be taken, from

Waterford to Limerick, direct by railway, in from 310 3 J hours, 1308. 1313 Con

siderable improvement in regard to places west of Limerick, if the Waterford, Sec. mail

were taken by railway, 1314-1318 Advantage to several specified towns in the

counties of Waterford and Tipperary if there were a nght mail-train between Waterford

and the junction, 1317-1329.

Inconvenience of Goold's Cross as a point of junction of the mails with the rail

way, 1319. 1325-1328 Inconvenience also of Maryborough as a junction, 1326-

1328 Letter written to Lord Canning on 17th April last in favour of railway mail

Communication between Waterford and Limerick, 1329 Very defective postal com

munication between Clonmel and Kilkenny, the letters going round by Dublin, 1330-1334

Also between Clonmel and Thomastown since the establishment of the railway,

1335-1338.

-Kenny, Joseph.—(Analysis of his Evidence.) Witness, who is mayor of Clonmel, fully

coincides in all that has been stated by Mr. Kennedy, 1339-1342.

Kildare



KIL LEA 283

Report, 1 855—continued.
*• " LJ ' -»™-"-- — • ' -- -•-— -•-•--- - - - - - - —

Kildare and Waterford. See Waterford and Kilkenny and Irish South-Eastern Railways.

•Kilkee. Importance to Kilkee of the proposed day-mail by the Waterford and Limerick

Railway, Fitzgerald 1364-1367. 1372, 1373. See also Sub-posts.

Kilkenny. Very defective postal communication between Clonmel and Kilkenny, there

being no direct mail, though the distance is only 31 miles, Kennedy 1330-1334

- Letters for Kilkenny posted in Clonmel in the evening go round by Dublin, ib. 1332,

»333-

Establishment in 1 854 of a mail car between Kilkenny and Thurles adverted to, Hill 26

Postal arrangements between Dublin and Kilkenny adverted to, Trollcpe 2018-

2024 Correction of Mr. Kennedy's statement as to the Clonmel letters to Kilkenny

going round by Dublin, ib. 2803, 2804. 2852-2854 Inconvenience to Kilkenny, if

dependent upon its mails upon the car from Thurles, ib. 3225-3231 Within the last

twelvemonths letters from Clonmel and Kilkenny used to be conveyed via Dublin, ib.

3235-3238.

Slight advantage to Kilkenny by a mail-train direct from Waterford at 7.30 p. M.,

Troliope 3533-3542 Inconvenience in an earlier despatch in the evening by this

mail from Kilkenny, ib. 3580, 3,581.

Return of ihe number of letters to Kilkenny, and revenue accruing therefrom, during

the last six years, App. p. 255 Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855 ;

also the arrival and despatch of the mails in those years, as contracted with each other,

and with their arrival and despatch, according to the proposed use of railways between

Limerick and and Waterford, and Kildare and Waterford, ib. 259 Statement showing

the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the Kilkenny, &,c. mails in

1846 and 1855, ib. 262.

See also Waterford and Kilkenny Railway. Waterford and Kilkenny and Irish

South-Eastern Railways.

Killarney. Witness has no complaint to make in regard to the mail for Killarney, Herbert

1658, 1659. See also Mallow and Killarney Railway.

Kilmeadeu ( Waterford). Considerable inconvenience experienced by witness, as coroner,

in his communications from Tramore to Kilmeaden, Delahunty 724-728. 791-790.

859, 860.

Weekly correspondence of Kilmeaden, Troliope 2065 Absence of ground for com

plaint by Mr. Delahuniy in regard to the communication between Waterford and Kil

meaden ; nature of such communication, ib. 2734-2739. 3080-3092 Time taken in

communicating between Tramore and Kilmeaden, ib. 2740.

Kilrush. Importance to Kilrush of the proposed day-mail by Limerick, Fitzgerald 1364-

1371 Extent of benefit to Kilrush by the use of a night-mail train on the Waterford

and Limerick Railway, Troliope 2061.

•Kinsale. Complaint of the insecurity and insufficiency of the conveyance of the mail to

Kinsale by one-horse car; detention of the mails for six days in February last adverted

to heieon, Heard 879-885. 898, 899. 926-930. 973-977 Delivery of 2,000 letters

weekly at Kinsale, ib. 881-925. 998, 999 Witness provided two horses last February

in order to have these mails removed to- Kinsale from Ballinhassig, where they lay for

some days, seemingly without anyone in charge, ib. 882-885. 927.976-984' In point

of time the present night-mail by car arrives at Kinsale sufficiently early, ib. 931-949.

971,972 Advantage if, as well as a mail-train from Cork to Bandon at five P.M.,

there were also a morning mail from Kinsale to Cork, so as to prevent delay in answering

letters, ib. 950-959. 964-970.

Sufficiently early arrival and late despatch in the case of Kinsale, Troliope 2779, 2780Inaccuracy of the statement of Mr. Heard as to the detention upon one occasion

• of the Kinsale mail at Ballinhassig without anyone in charge, ib. 2799, 2800. 3103.

3029-3034 Assistance afforded by Mr. Heard in forwarding the mail from Ballin

hassig adverted to and acknowledged, ib. 3103-3105.3134.

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the

mails from Cork to Kinsale in 1846 and 1855, App. p. 262.

See also Cork and Bandon Railway.

Lancaster and Carlisle Railway. High rate of payment for mail services to the Lancaster

and Carlisle Company, who receive about 4 s. or 4 s. 6 d.- a mile for the night mail, Page

Leamybrien (Waterford). Inconvenience experienced by witness, as coroner, residing at

Tramore, in communicating with the police at Leamybrien, Delahunty 729. 876-Cor

respondence weekly of Leamybrien adverted to, Troliope 2064, 2065.

0.62. " w N 2 Leighlinbridge



284 LEI MAI [#00Ul

Report, 1855—continued.

Leighlinbridge. Great inconvenience to Leighlinbridge, in consequence of the defective

means of communicating with Waterford, 8cc., Alexander 1764-Remedy suggested,

ib. 1762 et seq.

Letter-carriers. There is no absolute rule of the Post-office in regard to additional letter-

carriers, Hill 17, 18.

Letters. Account, monthly, of the number of letters throughout the kingdom, £T£// 36-

Table, showing the number of letters delivered respectively in England, in Ireland, and

in Scotland, ib. 83.

Return, showing the number of letters received at the post towns in the counties of

Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Tipperary, Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wicklow, and

Wexford, together with revenue accruing therefrom, during the years 1850 to 1855

inclusive, App. p. 254-257.

Limerick. Benefit to places beyond Limerick, but not to Limerick itself, if the Waterford and

Limerick Railway were used the whole way, Hill 128-131-Inconvenience to places

beyond Limerick by not conveying the mails by railway from the junction to Limerick,

Fisher 477-479-Considerable improvement in regard to places west of Limerick if the

Waterford, &c. mail were taken by railway, Kennedy 1314-1318.

Improved communication with Limerick since the establishment of railways, Trollope

1997. 2002. 2004-2006-Income of the Limerick Post-office, and sub-offices, ib. 2155.

2167-2169-Examination as to the extent to which Limerick would be benefited by

the proposed night-mail by railway, ib. 2771-2773. 3344-337°- 3373-3375- 3403-3405.

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six

years, App. p. 255-Returns, showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; also

the arrival and despatch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with each other, and

with the arrival and despatch, according to the proposed use of railways between

Limerick and Waterford, and Kildare and Waterford, ib. 259.

See also Ennis. Sub-posts. Waterford. Waterford and Limerick Railway.

Limerick Junction. The Limerick Junction, rather than Gould's Cross or Maryborough,

is the proper place for the mails to meet the railway, Kennedy 1319-1329.

Lismore. Complaint in regard to the present mode of communication between Lismore and

Dungarvan, the same being exceedingly defective and slow, O'Brien 1467-1478. 1589-

1596.

Extent of benefit to Lismore by the use of a night mail-train on the Waterford and

Limerick Railway, Trollope 2061 --Time taken in corresponding between Lismore and

Tallow, ib. 2649. 2670, 2671-Inexpediency of sending a mail by the car from Lismore

to Dungarvan, at 5.30 a.m., ib. 2704-2713-Communication between Tallow and

Lismore further adverted to; either way it takes but 14 § hours, the circulation being all

during the night, ib. 3649-3654.

Liverpool Mails. Inconvenience to Waterford in regard to the Liverpool correspondence,

under the present postal arrangements, Fisher 247. 260.

London Mails. The London letters by the five p. m. mail, and the Liverpool evening letters,

reach Clonmel about three p.m. the following day; comparatively few London letters by

this mail, Kennedy 1227-1233. 1240. 1242. 1245-1247. 1252, 1253-London letters

by the evening mail reach Clonmel at eight a.m. on the second day; time before

answers are received in London, ib. 1243, 1244-Considerable advantage if the railway

from the junction to Clonmel were used in the case of the letters leaving London in the

afternoon, ib. 1248-1264.

Very great accommodation to Ireland by the mail from London at five p.m.; inaccu

racy of Mr. Kennedy's statement as to the proportion of Irish letters carried by this

mail, Trollope 2805-2814-Fifty thousand Irish letters leave London by the five p. m.

mail, and only 37,700 by the night mail, ib. 2805.

Slight accommodation if the London and Liverpool letters for Waterford, &c. left

Dublin at 12.30 instead of in the evening, Page 3917-3931-Considerable advantage

if the mail between London and Dublin could be so far accelerated as to admit of the

letters le.iving Dublin by the present morning mail; obstacles to such improvement

considered, ib. 3932-3960-Impossibility of despatching the Irish letters from London

at seven p.m., ib. 3952-3955.-See also Dublin Mails.

MAIL CARS AND COACHES:

1. Complaints under this head; Reference specially to the Car between Gooffs

Cross and Clonmel.

2. Evidence generally on the part of the Post-office.

3. Explanation in the case of the Clonmel Car.

1. Complaints
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MAIL CARS AND COACHES—continued.

1. Complaints under this head; Reference specially to the Car between Goold's

Cross and Clonmel;

Evidence relative to the delay and inconvenience in the Waterford district on account

of the use of mail cars instead of the railway, Fisher 230, et seq. Means of direct

communication by railway between Waterford and sundry places adverted to, as showing

the expediency and economy of dispensing with the present mail cars ; suggestions

hereon, ib. 279 et &eq. Modes of despatch by mail coach or car from Waterford, ib. 336

Cost of the car from Goold's Cross to Waterford, ib. 343 Expense of about 600 /.

a year lor the coach from the junction to Limerick, ib. 343 Substitution of late years

of slow and unsafe mail-cars for mail-coaches, ib. 468-475.

Great irregularity in the arrival and delivery of the day mail by car between Goold's

Cross and Clonmel, Kennedy 1171-1179 Further complaint in regard to the one-

horse mail-car which conveys the night post from Goold's Cross and Clonmel ; insecurity

of this car illustrated, ib. 1224, 1225. 1264-1273 Circumstance of there rarely being

any passengers by the car, though by a railway mail-train in the night there probably

would be a good many, ib. 1225. 1274-1283 Circumstance of the mail bags having

been lost off the car between Cashel and Clonmel, and subsequently found in a field, ib.

1265. 1272 Other instances within the last few years of the insecurity of the car, ib.

1266-1273 Statement as to the boy or driver in charge of the mails having fallen off

the car, probably from sleep, and having been found in a ditch, ib. 1268. 1270.

2. Evidence generally on the part of the Post-office :

Extent of mileage and cost per mile in regard to cars, coaches, Sec., in England,

Ireland and Scotland, Hill 83 Explanation as to mail-cars having been of late years

to a certain extent substituted for mail-coaches in Ireland, ib. 204-207. 217-219

Rule of the Post-office to take the cheapest conveyance, whether coach or car, ib. 217.

Reference to the several mail-coaches formerly in the district under consideration, and

to the cost of the same, Trol/ope 2126-2135. 2137 Instances in which mail-cars

have been substituted for mail-coaches, ib. 2136-2141 Care taken in the substitution

of cars for coaches that less accommodation should not be given, ib. 2492-2494.

Explanation of the system of contract between the Post-office, or rather their sur

veyors, and the mail coach or car proprietors ; the acceptance of the lowest tender is

not an universal rule, Trollope 2488-2491. 2496-2508. 2523. 2528. 2529 Advan

tage on the whole of sometimes contracting with poor contractors, ib. 2490-2491

Explanation that Mr. Hill did not mean (Q. 217) that the lowest contract was always

accepted, ib. 2502-2508 Either party by three months' notice can terminate the

contract, ib. 2523.

Remedy applied in the event of representations showing the inferior quality of the

horses used for cars, Trollope 2781-2784 Advantage as a general principle of rail

ways or two-horse cars over one-horse cars, ib. 3065-3067. 3072, 3073 Sundry

objections urged against certain proposed alterations in the present system of car or

coach conveyance between Wateiford and Maryborough, and between other places in the

same district, ib. 3225 et seq. 3448 et seq. Occasional use by contractors of a two-

horse car, though only one-horse may be contracted for, ib. 33^5-3308.

Several important towns in England compared with towns in Ireland, the mails in

cucli case being conveyed by mail-car although railway communication exists, Page

. 3699- 3835-3848.

Statement showing the annual payments and rate per mile for mail cars and coaches

in 1846, Apjj.p. 262.

3. Explanation in the case of the Clonmel Car :

Denial that practically there is any insecurity in the conveyance of the mail by one-

borse car between Goold's Cross and Clonmel, Trullope 2350-2358. 2443. 2448-2451

Evidence oppostd to statements made betae the Committee that great irregularity had

occurred in the arrival of the day mail-cur ai Clonmel, Hi. 2357. 2364-2368. 2378-2381

——Explanation that neither fuim the surveyor of the district (Mr. Kendrick), nor from

any other source, can a return be obtained of the arrivals of the mail-car at Clonmel over a

long period of lime, ib. 2359-2363. 2369-2377. 2382-9.397 With regard to the loss

of the mail bags from the car, witness cannot say whether there are records cf any

inquiry into the matter, ib. 2426-2444 As regards the driver having fallen off the

car, there is nothing to show that lit- «a> drunk at ihe time, ib. 2435, 2436. 2485-2487

Mr. Kendiick was surveyor in August 1853 of the district in which Clonmel is

situate, and may be cognizant of the details of cases of loss of mail bags, 8tc., as alluded

to by Mr. Kennedy, ib. 2445-2450.

Particular as to the contiact for the service between Clomr.el and Goold's Cross,

Trollope 2509-2527 The la»t accidents to the Clonmel cars occurred in April and

August 1853, ib. 2723. 2726 As legaids tlie loss «.f the mail from the car, the

contractor (not Mr. Bianconi) was (in d, and a subsequent tender by him was not

0.62, N N 3 accepted,
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MAIL CARS AND COACHES—continued.

4. Explanation in the cote of the Clonmel Car—continued.

accepted, though it was the lowest tender for the contract, Trollope -2724, 2725. 3014,

301,5 The driver who took the mail bags was drunk on the occasion, ib. 2725.

Within the last eighteen months the contract for the Clonmel car has been regularly

and properly kept by Mr. Bianconi, Trollope 3011-3015 Assumption that, irre

spectively of detention by the snow, the Clonmel car was not irregular last winter,

inasmuch as there are no records of complaint or irregularity, ib. 3016 et seq. Full

inquiry was made with respect to the two accidents in 1853, so that records exist in each

case, ib. 3016. 3028. 3061, 3062.

Further statement relative to the car from Goold's Cross to Clonmel ; its late arrivals

Tary from ten to twenty-three minutes, Trollope 3149. 3152-3156 Number of

accidents to the <:nr further adverted 10, ib. 3157-3159.

See also Bianconi, Mr. Detention (Winter Months). Finet. Khaale.

Maryborough Mail Car. Security of Mails. Tralee. Waterford.

Makolmson, Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Proprietor of the Portlaw factory, the

largest cotton-factory in Ireland, 48(1, 481. 580, 581 Is also extensively interested in

steam-vessels plying Ironi Waterford, 482, 483 Exceedingly defective postal arrange

ments in the Waterford district, 484 et seq. Exceeding detective conveyance by car

of ihe mails from Portlaw, 484. 538-540 Still worse conveyance by foot-messenger

from Mullinavat to Portlaw, 485-492. 543-563 Great deterioration of postal

communication between Waterford and Clonmel, and between other places, since the

establishment; of railways, 493-498. 513. 517. 522-525.

Practice of witness to send the great majority of his letters and remittances by

private conveyances, postal facilities nor. being properly afforded, 498, 499. 508-512 •

Increase of correspondence, if increased facilities of conveyance were available, 500.

512 514-516 Insecurity in sending remittances by the present modes of convey

ance; inconvenience consequent thereon, 501-503. 510. 525-530. 534-540 Slight

postal communication between Carrick and Cloumel under the present arrangements,

504-508.

Piejudicial effect of the present defective postal arrangements upon the commercial

interests of Waterford, 513. 598-607 Opinion th;it the Post-office payment lo the

Great Southern and Western line is moderate, 518 The Post-office should be looked

upon as a means of convenience rather tliau as a source of revenue, 519 The postal

system could be carried out more satisfactorily by the public than by the Government,

520, 521 Greater accommodation Feasible under a twopenny postage, 531-533.

Small rate of payment of the foot-messengers about Ponlaw, who are very unequal to

the labour required of them, 543-563 Inconvenience of the conveyance from

Mullinavat fuither adverted to, 564-574 Advantage of a night mail as suggested

bv Mr. Fisher, 575 Importance to witness, as proprietor of the Portlaw iactory, of

improved communication with Liverpool and London, 576-58-2. 598-607 Con-

tcmpl-tec! steam communication between Waterford or Dunmore and Alilforl adverted

t°> 583-592 Statement as to the Watertord and Limerick Company having been

established partly with a view to increased postal communication, 592-597.

Mallow. Sorting of certain letters at Mallow adverted to, Trollope 2650-2657. 3423-3425

Return of the number of letters to Mallow, and revenue accruing therefrom, during

the last six years, App. p. 255.

Jdallow and Killarney Railway. Non-use of this railway for the conveyance of the night

mails, considered and explained, Herbert 1655, 1656. 1673, 1674. 1701-1703

Course of letters leaving London l>y 5 p.m. mail train for Tralee; no advantage lo Tralee

in forwarding these letters from Mallow to Killarney by a mid-day train, ib. 1660-1662.

1666-1675. 1694-1700 -Explanation as to a day mail having been carried till

recently on the Mallow and Killarney line for nothing, and subsequently discontinued

altogether, ib. 1663-1665. 1676-1683 Convenience to Killarney and other places if

the mail were conveyed by an early train from Mallow as before, ib. 1677. 16^3. 1699

. Expense of a mail train from Mallow to Killamey at a different hour in the clay

from that at which the trains now start, ib. 1700.

Maryborough Mail Car. Means for saving the expense (1,245 1. 17 s. lod. a year) of the

car Irom Waierford to Maryborough at 7.10 p.m., Fisher 331. 339-343——Incon

venience of Maryborough as a junction of the mails with the railway, Kennedy

13-26-1328 Interruption during last winter to the car trom Maryborough to Carlos,

Alexander 1804-1808 Proposition by which the mail-car from Maryborough might

be dispensed with, Fletcher 1924 et seq. Use contemplated of the Watertord and

Kilkenny and South-Eastern Railways, ib.

Objection to the discontinuance of the mail car or coach between Waterford and

Maryborough (which costs 950 /. a year), even if the Waterford and Limerick Railway

be
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Maryborough Mail Car—continued.

be used, Trollope 2067-2069. 2113-2125. 2142-2144 Payment of 15^. a mile or

950'. a year for the mail car from Maryborough to Waterford, 1^.2113, 2114. 3452-

3455- 3457 Further evidence opposed to the discontinuance of the car between

Maroborough and Waterford, ib. 3221 et sf.q. Statement to the effect that certain

proposed alterations in the communication by car from Maryborough would not be less

expensive than the present system, ib. 3309-3337.

Statement showing the annual payment, and rate per mile, for the conveyance of the

Maryborough, &c., mails in the years 1846 and 1855. App.p. 262.

See also Abbeyleix. Ballyragyet. Goresbridge. Gowran. Thomastown.

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish Soutk-Eastent Railways. Werford.

Memorials and Complaints. Commuications between the Waterford Postal Committee and

Lord Canning, Fisher 303 Frequent representations and remonstrances made to the

Post-office authorities as to the defective postal arrangements in the Waterford district,

Delahunty]^\. 772-776. 799-804 The Post-office authorities have been memorialised

for a change of the present postal route between Waterford and Bunmahon, and vice

versa, a distance of 15 miles, Doudney 1052. 1093-1120 Letier written to Lord Can

ning on 17th April last, in favour of railway mail communication between Waterford and

Limerick, Kennedy 1329 Representations and memorials from Dungarvan to the

Post-office adverted to, O'Brien 1537-1546 Reference to an interview between the

Post-office inspector and witness at Dungarvan; the former admitted the accuracy of

the local representations, ib. 1546. 1649, 1650.

Practice in regard to inspector's visits, and the opportunity for local parties to make

complaints, Trollope 2269-2271. 2274-2280 With regard to the several memorials to

the Post-office, witness is not acquainted with them verbally, ib. 2904, 2905.

See also Bunmahon. Clonmel. Dungarvan. Ennis. Mail Cars and Coaches.

Portlaw. Tramore. Waterford. fYaterford and Limerick Railway.

Midland Great Western Railway. Less rate of payment to the Midland Great Western

Company than to the Great Southern and Western Company, Sill 105-107 Pay

ment to the Midland Great Western Company adverted to, more especially as regards

the Dublin and Maynooth service, Page 3974-3982.

Mileage Payments. See Cost of Conveyance. Railways.

Milford. Witness resides at Milford, five miles from Carlow, Alexander 1707, 1708

There is a railway station about a mile from Milford, ib. 1709-1712 Lar^e milling

and malting establishment carried on by witness, ib. 1713-1715 Very unsatisfactory

postal communication between Milford and Waterford, a distance of 50 miles; course of

the post each way via Dublin, Sic., ib. 1716-1719. 1724-1745. 1777-1779. 1809-1818.

1891-1902 \luch better postal communication from Waterford co Milford before

railways were established, there having been a night mail arriving at Milford early in the

morning, ib. 1716. 1720-1723. 1773. 1876, 1877. 1888, 1889.

Milford is a sub-post to Carlow, with but one delivery at mid-day, Alexander 1724,

1725. 1813, 1814. 1817, 1818 Insufficiency of the present means of communication

between Milford, and Carlow and Dublin, ib. 1785-1787 Very defective postal com

munication between Milford and Kilkenny, a distance of 18 miles, ib. 1788-1797——

Advantage if by an evening train from Waterford a mail bag were dropped at Milford

station; extra expense thereby, ib. 1798-1803. 1869-1871.

There was no Post-office at Milford before ths use of the Great Southern and Western

Railway, Trollope 2839 Inexpediency of making Milford a post town, ib. 2842

Milford now receives only 153 letters weekly, ib. 2842.

Mitchelstown. Explanation that Mitclielstown is not worse off than before the postal use

of railways, Trollope 3 1 46-3 1 48.

Money Orders. Additional facilities generally in regard to money orders of late years,

Hill 24 Rule which determines the establishment of a money-order office, ib.——

Establishment during the last five years of several money-order offices in the district

under consideration, ib. 25.

Mullinavat. See Purtlaw.

N.

Newcastle (Limerick). Adequacy of the present postal arrangements for Newcastle,

Trollope 2776, 2777 Conveyance by car of the mails from Limerick to Newcastle,

ik 3594-3597 Return of the number of letters to Newcastle, and revenue ace uing

therefrom during the last six years, App. p. 255. See also AbbeyJ'eale.

Newcastle and Carlisle Railway. Service between Newcastle and Carlisle adverted to, in

comparison with that between Waterford and Limerick, i,oooZ. a year being paid in the

0.62. N N 4 former
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Newcastle and Carlisle Railway—continued.

former case for the use of all the ordinary trains, Page 3822, 3823. 3899-3906. 3910-

3914.

Night Mail. See Great Southern and Western Railway. Mail Cart and Coaches.

Waterford and Limerick Railway.

North-Easlern Railway. Payment till lately of 3*. a mile to the York, Newcastle, and

Berwick Company, the present rate of payment being; under arbitration, and not setrled;

much smaller payment previously to that of 3*., which was settled by arbitration, Page

3725-3744- 3749-S778-

O.

O'Brien, Christopher. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Merchant at Dungarvan and member

of the Town Commission, 1412, 1413 Considerable importance of the town of Dun

garvan, 1414-1422. 1497, 1498 Very great inconvenience to Dungarvan in the mail

from Waterford, Dublin, London, &c. not arriving till six p.m., and not being delivered

till the following morning, 1423-1430 Advantage if the Dungarvan correspondence

were brought by the Waterford and Limerick Railway, so that it might arrive at 4 p. m.,

and be delivered on the same day, 1423, 1424. 1506-1516. 1549, 1550. 1613, 1614.

Complaint on the score of there being but one delivery daily in Dungarvan ; very

considerable inconvenience mijlu be remedied, at an expense of about \:,l. a year fora

second delivery, 1424-1458. 1492-1495. 1506-1510 Opportunity for getting letters

from the Post Office by bending for them, provided at the same time one pays 1 /. a year

for the privilege, 1445-1458 Unfounded objection made by the Post Office to the

delivery of a mail after daylight, 1459-1466. 1511-1516.

Considerable inconvenience to Dungarvan in the slow and circuitous mode of com

munication with Cappoquin, Lismore, Tallow, Fermoy, 8cc., 1467-1478. 1589-1596.

1644-1648 Facility, by means of one of Bianconi's cars, for carrying a mail between,

Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and Lismore, at an expense of 5 /. or lol. a year ; neglect of the

Post Office to grant this facility considered, 1479-1489. 1536-1548. 1615-16-28

Much quicker postal communication from Dungarvan to adjoining towns before railways

were established, 1490, 1491. 1582. 1589-1606. 1647.

Frequent recourse had by Dungarvan merchants to the railway or other means,

independently of the Post Office, for conveying iheir correspondence ; injury to the

postal revenue thereby, 1496-1498. 1517-1535. 1551-1578 Very inadequate remu

neration of the postmaster and the assistant, who are greatly overworked, 1499-1505

Considerable decrease since 1852 in the Post-office revenue from Dungarvan;

evidence in explanation, 1517-1535. 1551-1588 Remedy, about a year ago, of great

inconvenience in regard to the correspondence from Dungarvan to Clonmel, &c., 1519.

1531~1535- 1554-!556. 1643-1646 Representations and memorials from Dungarvan

to the Post Office adverted to, 1537-1546 Reference to an interview between the

Post Office inspector and witness ; the former admitted the accuracy of the local repre

sentations, 1546. 1649, 1650.

Witness does not make any complaint in regard to the London and Dublin communi

cation with Dungarvan, 1590, 1591. 1629-1639 Objection to the one-horse car from

Youi>lial to Dungarvan, there being only one horse the whole way, a distance of about

nineteen English miles, 1607-161-^ Inconvenience as regards the Cappuqain cor

respondence t'unher adverted to, 1631-1642 Expediency of the Post Office granting

postal facilities to Dungarvan and the neighbouring towns, at least equal to those which

they formerly enjoyed, and the want of which, under the present arrangement, has been

duly represented and admitted, 1643-1650.

O'Connor, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Secretary to the Waterford and Limerick

Railway Company, 664 Offer made by the Company to convey the mails at gd. per

mile in the day, and 2*. 3<f. per mile at night, 655-668. 705, 706 Refusal of these

terms by the Post Office, who have shown no disposition to re-open the negotiation,

669-672. 691. 714 Witness is not authorised 10 state whether the company would

accept any lower terms, but believes they would have taken 3 d. per mile off the rate for

the day service, 673. 679, 680 Statement that in offering to run a night mail-train

at 2 *. 3<£ a mile the company calculated upon receiving merely the cost price, 673-678

689. 696-700 Contemplated carriage of goods arid passengers by the train, 677. 681.

687-689.

The hour of departure from Waterford was proposed to be 8.30 p. m., and the arrival

at the Limerick Junction, at 12 at night, 682-686 Charge of i s. a mile for the day

mail-train from the Junction to Limerick, which is the only postal use made of the railway,

692-695 Better security of the night mail, if carried by railway, as proposed, than by

mail car, 700-702 Concurrence with Mr. Fisher as to the items of expense that

would be saved by the night train, 707-708 The cost of the train, at zs. 3^., would be

about 6,000 1. a year, 710, 711 Distance of 77 miles from Walerford to Limerick, and

of 55 miles to the Junction, 712, 713.

Correspondence
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O'Connor, John. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Correspondence between the railway company and the Post-office, the terms of the

company being declined on 30 June 1854; 715 Letter from Mr. Tilley, of the Post-

office, to Lord Bessborough, dated 27 June 1854, explaining the reasons for refusing

the offer of the company, ib.

P.

Page, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Is at the head of the Mail-office department

of the Post-office, 3659-3661 Concurs generally in the evidence given by Mr.

Trollope, 3662, 3663 Much higher rates paid for the mail service to railway companies

in Ireland than in England; cases in illustration, 3664 et sey. Payment of 3'2,ooo/.

a year for the night and clay mail trains between Dublin and Cork contrasted with the

payment of I3,ooo/. for similar services between London and Dorchester; examination

hereon, 3666-3671 . 3697, 3698. 3849-3878. 3888. 39°7-3909-

Higher rates paid by the Post-office in Ireland than in England for the use of ordinary

passenger trains 3672 et seq. Demand of gd. a mile or about i,7OO/. a year by the

Limerick and Waterford Company for a day mail train, contrasted with the payment of

l,ooo /. a year to the Newcastle and Carlisle Company for n much larger service, 3673-

3679 Sundry lines in England to which a fixed annual sum is paid for the use of

ordinary trains, 3680-3686 Several Irish companies to which a much cheaper rate

is paid for the use of clay trains than was demanded by the Waterford and Limerick

Company, 3687, 3688.

Sundry English lines along which the Post-office bags are conveyed in charge of the

guard on payment of second class fare, 3689-3695 Very light day mails comparatively

on all the Irish lines, 3696-3698 Several important towns in England compared

with towns in Ireland, the mails in each case being conveyed by mail car, although

railway communication exists, 3699. 3835-3848 Probability of the Postmaster-

general assenting to a fixed payment of 1,000 /. a year for certain services by the

Waterford and Limerick Company, 3700 Arrangement between the Post-office and

the Great Northern Company for sending letter bags at parcel rates over part of the

line, 3701,3702.

Statement to the effect that in 1846 certain mail coaches cost the Post-office 1 4,500 /.

a year, and that similar services by railway now cost 35,000 /.; 3702-3704 Payment

at present of i,6oo/. a year for the Dublin and Wexford mail by coach, 3708-3714.

3717 High rate of payment for mail services to the Lancaster and Carlisle Company,

who receive about 4*. or 4$. 6d. a mile for the night mail, 3725 Payment till lately

of 3*. a mile to the York, Newcastle and Berwick Company, the present rate of

payment being under arbitration, and not yet settled ; much smaller payment previously

to that of 3 a. which was fixed by arbitration, 3725-3744. 3749-3778.

Inaccuracy on some points of a Return to the House of Commons, in 1854, of the

mileage rates paid by the Post-office to the several railway companies, 3744-3748

Reference to the payment up to a certain date, of 2*. lid. per mile for the night mail

service on the South Wales Railway, 3745. 3798-3803 Payment to the Chester and

Holyhead Company for each of the years 1850-54, of a fixed sum of 30,000 /., or

upwards of ~,s. a mile for the night and day mail ir.iins ; explanation as to apparent

variations in the yearly payment, 3779-3796 Statement that the yearly payments

generally do not always represent the actual payment for the services performed, 3786-

3796. 38*89-3891 .

Mention of several other lines in England to which high rates of payment are made

by the Post-office, 3797 Payment of 2 s. i d, a niile for the night mail train between

Peterborough and Gnmsby, a distance of about 80 miles, and of about Qd, a mile for

the day train ; the same considered in connexion with the terms offered by the Waterford

and Limrrick Company and declined by the Post-office, 3797. 3804-3821. 3824-3834.

3878-3887- Service between Newcastle and Carlisle adverted to, in comparison with

that between Waierford and Limerick, 1,000 L a year, being paid in the former case lor

the use of nil the ordinary trains, 3822, 3823. 3899-3906. 3910-3914.

As a general rule, the Post-office consider the amount of the correspondence as the

data upon which to decide in regard to the amount of payment, 3855, 3856. 3911, 3912.

3988-3995 Additional accommodation given by the Great Southern and Western

Company, in consideration of which the Post-office have agreed 10 continue the arrange

ment made under arbitration, 3865-3873. 3892-3896 As icgards mail bags by every

train, the proposal in such cases almost always emanates from the railway company,

3*97. 3898-

Doubt as to the advantages of transmitting lelter-bags by each of the trains from

Dublin, 3915-3931 Slight accommodation if the London and Liverpool letters for

"WaterforU, &c., left Dublin at 12.30 instead of in the evening, 3917-3931 Consi-

deiable advantage if the mail between London and Dublin could be so Car accelerated

as to admit of the letters leaving Dublin by the present morning mail ; obstacles to

0.62. O O such
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Page, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

such improvement considered, 3932-3960 Doubt whether if the Waterford and

Limerick line were used by the Post-office, the Waterford and Kilkenny line would

also be used for the sake of transmitting the Dublin day mail to Waterford, die.,

3961-3971-

Other lines in Ireland, besides the Great Southern and Western, to which high rates

are paid, 3972. 3996-4000 Payment, on an average, of about 7 d. a mile to the

Belfast and Ballymena Company, 3973 Payment to the Midland Great Western

Company adverted to, more especially as regards the Dublin and Maynooth service,

3974-3982 With regard to Kilkenny and Jerpoint, there is now no night mail

between those places, 3984-3987 Necessary use by the Post-office of the Great

Southern and Western Railway, the question of revenue not being applied as in the

case of branch lines, 3988-3995.

Willingness of the Post-office to grant facilities, irrespectively of revenue, if so per

mitted by Parliament, 3991.* 3993 Reason for the large rate of payment (3 s. 2 d. a

mile), to the Dundalk and Castleblaney line, 3997-4000 Advantage if the ordinary

trains of the Waterford and Limerick Company were available for the day mails,

4001-4004 Impracticability of Mr. Fletcher's proposition for a night mail from

Waterford to Cailow and Dublin via Kilkenny, to reach the latter place at 8.30 p. m.,

4005-4014.

Parcel Post. Circumstance of the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company having

established a threepenny parcel post; convenience thereof, Fitker 282. 296, 297. 328.

415, 416 Increasing amount of the correspondence conveyed and delivered by the

Waterford and Limerick Company, ib. 463-467 Practice of witness to send the

great majority of his letters and remittances by private conveyances, postal facilities

not being properly afforded, Malcolmson 498, 499. 508-512 Considerable use made

by merchants, &c., of the three penny parcel system adopted by the Limerick and

Waterford Company, Blake 628-631 ; DelaJiunty 847. 854-858 Frequent recourse

had by Dungarvan merchants to the railways or other means, independently of the Post-

office, for conveying their correspondence; injury to the postal revenue thereby,

O'ifrten 1496-1498. 1517-1535. 1551-1578.

Conveyance of some correspondence, as railway parcels, adverted to, as taking place

in all districts besides that under consideration, Trollope 2919.

Passage (Waterford). Weekly correspondence of Passage, Trollope 2061 Inexpe

diency of any alteration in the time of dispatch of the Passage letters from Waterford;

such alteration can be afforded it found desirable, ib. 2070. 2073-2081 Gain in the

commuication between Passage and Cork by a night mail train along the Waterford

and Limerick Railway, ib. 3410-3413. See also Waterford.

Passenger Trains. See Supplementary Mails.

Peterborovgh and Grimsby. Payment of 2 «. id. a mile for the night mail train between

Peterborough and Grimsby, a distance of about eighty miles, and about 6 d. A mile for

the day train; the same considered in connexion with the terms offered by the

Waiertoid and Limerick Company, and declined by the Post-office, Page 3797- 3804-

3821. 3824-3834. 3878-3887 Number of letters weekly to Peterborough, SpaIding,

and Boston, ib. 3816-3819 The Hull letters were formerly transmitted along the

line from Peterborough to Grimsby, but for which the payment of 2 s. 1 d. a mile would

not have been consented to, ib. 3825-3829. 3833, 3834 Reason for continuing such

rate of payment, ib. 3829.

Statement showing the total amount of the correspondence of all towns for the con

veyance of the London bags, to which the Peterborough and Grimsby night mail train

was esiablished, App. p. 263 Amount of payment hereou by the Post-office, ib.

Piltown (Kilkenny). Direct communication between Piltown and Kilkenny, Trollope

2764, 2765 Return of the number of letters to Piltown, and revenue accruing there

from, during the last six years, App. p. 255.

Portlaw. Witness is proprietor of the Portlaw factory, the largest cotton factory in

Ireland, Malcomwn 480,481.580,581 Exceeding defective conveyance by car of

the mails to and I'rom Portlaw, ib, 484. 538-540——Still worse conveyance by foot

messenger from Mulliuavat to Porilaw, £6.485-492. 543-563. 564-574 Convenience

and propriety of using the Waterford and Limerick Railway in lieu of the present mode

of conveyance of the Portlaw letters, ib. 567-575. 592-598 Importance to witness,

as proprietor of the Portlaw factory, of improved communication with Liverpool and

London, ib. 576-582. 598-607.

Doubt as to the proposed night mail train from Waterford to Limerick being of any

advantage to Portlaw, Trollope 2217-2222 No extra accommodation to Portlaw by

the proposed day mail, ib. 2235 Extensive mercantile transactions of Mr. Mrtlcomson

adverted to, ib. 2547-2551 Consideration of the several complaints made by Mr.

i Maicomson
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Malcomson in regard to the postal arrangements for Portlaw ; inaccuracy of the same

on several points, Trollope 2552 et seq. Remarks on the complaint in regard to the

Portlaw foot messengers, ib. 2559-2562. 2587-2590.

Limited extent of benefit to Portlaw if the Waterford and Limerick Railway were

used, by which means ihe letters would be conveyed via Carrick-on-Suir, Trollope 2563—

2576 Considerable postal accommodation already given to Portlaw, considering that

that the gross revenue therefrom is only 165 I. a year, ib. 2577-2586. 2593-2602

Opportunity for improving the Portlaw service by running a mail car in the day from

Mullinavat; inexpediency of the extra expense, ib. 2920-29-28 Further evidence rela

tive to the foot messengers between Mullinavat and Portlaw; complaint hereon by

Mr. Malcomson considered, ib. 2929-2951 Time allowed for the service of the foot

messenger between Mullinavat and Portlaw ; punctuality with which the time is kept, ib.

2946-2251.

See also Foot Messengers.

Postmasters. Records kept in the most important towns of the arrangements of the post

masters, Trollope 2963, 2964.

Post-Office, The. Duty of the Post-office to adopt the quickest and safest mode ofconvey

ance, Fisher, 476 The Post-office should be looked upon as a means of convenience

rather than a source of revenue, Malcomson 519—The postal system would be carried

out more satisfactorily by the public than by the Government, ib. 520,521.

Concurrence in the principle that the object of the Post-office is not to collact revenue,

Trollope 2410, 2411 Practice of the Post-office to remedy any known inconvenience

without waiting for complaints by the public, ib. 2952. 2955-2957 Witness, in con

cluding his evidence, delivers in certain returns in elucidation of the case submitted to

the Committee by the Post-office, Trollope 3658, and App.p. 257 et seq. Willingness

of the Post-office to grant facilities irrespectively of the revenue if so permitted by Par

liament, Page 3991 *-3993-

See also Bunmahan. Clonmel. Dungarvan. Extension of Accommodation.

Mail Cars and Coaches. Memorials and Complaints. Railways. Revenut and

Expenditure. Tramore. Waterford. Waterford and Limerick Railway.

Press, The. Prejudicial effect of ihe present postal arrangements upon the local press of

Waterford, 8tc., Fisher 274. See also Bunmahon.

Public Officers. Inconvenience suffered by public authorities in the case of official com

munications inter se, Blake 659-663.

R.

Railways. Considerable improvement in postal communication in Ireland since the esta

blishment of railways, Hill 6-ii Several towns within the district under consideration

in which deliveries or letter carriers have been established since the year 1841, ib. 11-17

More expensive nature of the service in Ireland than in England ; the average mileage

paid to the railways being nearly twice as much as in England or Scotland, ib. 64-69.

83 et seq. The Postmaster-general can order a train to take the mails at a certain

hour, the rate of payment being settled subsequently, ib. 151-154 Reference to

towns in the south and west of Ireland, which may have been put to inconvenience

by the mails being conveyed by railway; return promised hereon, ib. 179-183. 187

Increased facilities for postal communication and consequent advantages if the

railways in the South of Ireland could be made generally available by the Post-office, ib.

220. 223-225.

Better postal communication between Waterford and Clonmel, &c. before railways

were established, Fisher 288. 333-306. 474, 475 Great deterioration of postal com

munication between Waterford and Clonmel and between other places since ihe esta

blishment of railways, Malcomson 493-498. 513-517. 522-525 Much quicker postal

communication from Dungarvan to adjoining towns before railways were established,

O'Brien 1490, 1491, 1582. 1589-1606. 1647.

Important improvements effected by the use of railways in regard to the postal

communication of all the principal towns in the south of Ireland, Trollope 1995-2008.

2018 Much greater expenditure for cars and railways than for mail coaches, the

number of letters not having at all increased in proportion, ib. 2494, 2495 Liberal

expenditure by the Post-office for railway accommodations in the south of Ireland, ib.

2727-2730 Evidence to the effect that a return cannot be given (as promised by Mr.

Hill) of towns injured in their correspondence through the use of railways, no town being

really worse off thereby, ib. 3146-3148. 3160 et seq.

Statement that in 1846 certain Irish mail coaches cost the Post-office 14,500 /. a year,

and that similar Sf-rvices by railway now cost 35,000 /., Page 3702-3704.

0.62. O O 2 Return
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Return showing an annual payment in 1855 of 37,828 /. 55. lod. to railways in

Ireland, as compared with a payment of 20,855 /. 18J. iod. to mail coach and car

contractors in 1846, App. p. 262.

See also Arbitration. Belfast and Ballumena Railway. Brighton. Chester

and Holyhead Railway. Cork and Bandon Railway. Cost of Conveyance.

Detention (Winter Months). Extension of Accommodation. Great Southern

and Western Railway. Irish South-Eastern Railway. Mallow and Kittarney

Railway. Parcel Post. Waterfurd and Kilkenny Railway. Waterford

and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways. Waterford and Limerick

Railway.

Rathheale (Limerick). Adequacy of the present arrangements for Rathkeale, Trollope

2776, 2777.

Revenue and Expenditure. Difficulty of stating the receipts at the several post towns in

the district under consideration, Hill 29 Means for calculating the profits of any

particular post-office, ib. 33-36 Account of the Post-office revenue and expenditure

in Great Britain and Ireland in each of the last three years, Hill 44, and App.p. 253

Impossibility of stating accurately the receipts and expenditure on account of the

district in Ireland under consideration, or showing whether the increase of revenue is

greater there than in other districts, Hill 45-52 Explanation that the payments to

railways, &c. are not always made regularly, and that the annual expenditure may not

represent the actual service performed, ib. 53-61 Comparative cost to the Post-office

of a letter in Great Britain and in Ireland, showing that the expense is 30 per cent.

greater in the latter country, ib. 63 Steady increase in the Irish postal revenue

adverted to, ib. 184-186.

Important towns on the line between Waterford and Limerick; postal income of

these towns, Trollope 2157-2163 Manner in which the income of any posl-office is

calculated, ib. 2164-2167. 2168 Sanction of the Postmaster-general required for all

expenditure, ib. 2281 Comparison of the Post-office receipts for towns on the

Waterford and Limerick line, with the receipts from towns on the Great Southern and

Western line, as bearing upon the non-use by the post-office of the former railway at

half the mileage cost of the hitter, ib. 3183-3209 Revenue of towns the mails of

which are carried by the line from the junction to Cork, ib. 3196.

Return showing the revenue of certain towns in the south of Ireland in the years 1846

and 1 855, App. p. 259 Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for

the conveyance «f certain mails in the years 1846 and 1855, tb. 262.

See also Chester and Holyhead Railway. Cost of Conveyance. Extension of

Accommodation. Great Southern and Western Railway. Mail Cars and

Coaches. Railways. Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern

Railways. Waterford and Limerick Railway.

Ross (Waterford}. Advantage to New Ross and Wexford if the Waterford and Limerick

Railway «ere used as proposed, Fisher 396-401 There is no direct mail car from

Wateiford to Ross, Trollope 2124, 2125 Inconvenience to Ross if the present system

of mail car conveyance from Maryborough were altered as has been proposed, ib. 3225

et seq. Result as to the dispatch of the mails for Ross in the event of a mail train

between Waterford and Dublin; inconvenience thereof, ib. 3548-3551. 3583-3585

Revenue of 853 /. per annum from the Koss post-office, ib. 3583, 3584.

Return of the number of letters to Ross and revenue accruing therefrom, during the

last six years, App. p. 256.

Rural Posts. See Sub-posts.

S.

Scotland. An account of separate expenditure cannot be given for Scotland as fur Ireland,

Hill 80-82.

Security of Mails. Safety, generally speaking, of the mail bags, as conveyed by car,

210-213 Insecurity in sending remittances by the present modes of conveyance;

inconvenience consequent therem, Malcomsoit 501-503. 510. 530. 534-540 Better

security of the night mail if carried by the Waterford and Limerick Railway, as pro

posed, than by mail car, O'Connor 700-70?. Distrust as to the security of the Bun-

mahoti post, from Waterford, by which large sums of money are transmitted, Doudney

1052-1058. 1085-1087 Equal security, generally, of the mails by car or coach, as

by railway, Tro/lupe 2443. 2451-2470. 2476-2478 Since 1841 only two instances

have occurred in witness's district, in Ireland, in which mail bags were lost from one-

horse car#, 2451-2459 See also Kinsale. Mail Cars and Coaches.

Size of Mails. Small size of the Irish mails, Hill 218, 219 Very light day mails

comparatively on all the Irish lines, Page 3696-3698.

South



SOU T R A 293

Report, 1855—continued.

South- Eastern Railway (Ireland.) See Irish South-Eastern Railway.

South Wales Railway. Reference to the payment, up to a certain date, of 2s. i 1 d. per

mile for the night mail service on the South Wales Railway, Page 3745. 3798-3803

The cheapest service performed by the Company is at the rate of 2 d. a mile, ib. 3745.

Stuart de Decies, Lord. Complaint by Lord Stuart de Decies, in his official capacity as

Lord-lieutenant of the county of Waterford, Blake 659.

Sub-posts. Establishment, since 1841, of 200 rural posts in the district under considera

tion; return containing particulars hereon, Hill 19 Rule which determines the

establishment of a rural or subordinate post, ib. 20, 21-23 Extent of benefit of the

proposed mail on the Waterford and Limerick Railway to the sub-posts of Limerick and

Waterford, Hill 128-131; Fletcher 234, et seq. ; Kennedy 1314-1318; Trollope 2058.

2061, et seq. 2167-2169. 2214-2219. 2907-2909 Every one of the sub-post offices to

Waterford has, at present, a daily post to and from Waterford, Trollope 2742.

See also Bunmahon. Dunmore. Lismore. Portlaw. Tramorc. Water-

ford. Woodstown.

.Supplementary Mails. Arrangement sometimes made by the Post Office to send mails by

any train of a particular railway for a fixed sum, Hill 175, 176 Hours at which the

daily trains now start from Waterford for Clonmel or Limerick, Fisher 411, 412

Impression that if the proposed nigbt mail were adopted the Waterford and Limerick

Company would also convey mails by any of their trains for i d. a mile, which ;u present

they should not be expected to do, ib. 417-421.

Higher rates paid by the Post Office in Ireland, than in England, for the use of ordi

nary passenger trains, Page 3672, etseq. Sundry lines in England to which a fixed

annual sum is paid for the use of oidinary trains, ib. 3680-3686 Sundry English

lines along which the Post-office bags are conveyed in charge of the guard, on payment

of second class fare, ib. 3689-3695 As regards mail-bags by every train, the proposal

in such cases almost always emanates from the railway company, ib. 3897, 3898

Doubt as to the advantages of transmitting letter-bags by each of the trains from

Dublin, 16.3915-3931.

Return showing the principal railways in the United Kingdom upon which the mail

service is performed under a contract for the general use of all the trains, App. p. 263.

T.

Tallow. See Lismore.

;
Thomastown. Very defective communication between Clonmel and Thomastown since the

establishment of the railway, Kennedy 1335-1338 Inconvenience to Thomnstown if

the present system of mail-car between Maryborough and Waterford were altered, :is

has been proposed, Trollope 3225 et seq. Present course of communication with

Thomastown, ib. 3262-3267 Extent of convenience to Thomastown by the proposed

mail-train between Waterford and Dublin, ib. 3543-3557 Injury as regards a certain

portion of the correspondence, ib. 3585.

Return of the number of letters to Thomastown and revenue accruing therefrom during

the last six years, App. p. 256.j re r u

Thurles. Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last

six years, App. p. 255.

Time Bills. Practice not to keep the time bills, unless in cases of complaints of irregu

larity, as records of the time of arrival of the mail cars, Trollope 2372-2377. 2386-2391

Railway time bills of the mails are not sent to the local surveyors, ib. 2392-2395

Extent of check through the means of the time bills both in the case of mail cars

and of foot-messengers, ib. 2952, 2953. 2955. 3020. 3022.

Tipperary. Considerable amount of business transacted at Tipperary, Kennedy 1279-1281

Extent to which the proposed day mail-train on the Waterford and Limerick

Railway would be advantageous to Tipperary, Trollope 2230. 2308-2312. 2335. 3008

Return of the number of letters to Tipperary, and revenue accruing therefrom,

during the last six years, App. p. 256.

Tralee. Representation made by witness, on the pnrt of the merchants of Tralee, to the

Post Office in favour of the conveyance of the Tralee night mail via the Mallow and

Killarney Railway, Herbert 1654 Inquiry into the matter by Lord Canning, which

ended in witness being satisfied that the expense of a night mail-train to Killaruey was

more than could reasonably be expected, ib. 1655, 1656. 1673, 1674. 1701-1703.

Complaints by the people of Tralee that the conveyance <>f the mail by one horse car

from Mallow to Tralee is irregular and slow; memorial hereon to the Post Office,

Herbert 1656, 1657 Reply by Mr. James Kendrick, district surveyor for the Post

Office, to the Tralee memorial, ib. 1656 Statements showing the right of the
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memorialists to complain, the conveyance in question being ill-appointed, very irregular,

. and inefficient,^. 1656, 1657. '7°4> 17°5-Reference to the discontinuance of the

mail coach from Limerick since the opening of the railway to Mallow, ib. 1684-1686.

1692, 1693--Inexpediency of conveying the Tralee mail by railway to Limerick and

thence on by coach, instead of conveying it by Mallow, ib. 1687-1691'

Steps taken to accelerate the arrival of the mail-car at Tralee, Trollope 2837, 2$38

-Repair of the Mallow and Tralee road adverted to, ib. 2838. 3110-3119.

Statement showing the annual payments and rate per mile for the conveyance of the

Tralee mails in 1846 and 1855, App. p. 262.

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements.

2. Statement on the part of the Post Office.

1 . Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements ;

• Considerable inconvenience and delay in the case of communication between Tramore

and other places, Fisher 239 et $eq., 356-358. 368-380-Very slow communication

between Tramore and Dungarvau in the case of letters arriving in Waterford from

Tramore after 4-30 p.m., ib. 243, 244-Illustration of the inconvenience now suffered

at Tramore, Blake 658.

Lapse of four or five days before a reply is received from Tramore to letters sent from

places within 6, 10, or 12 miles of Waterford, Delahunty 723-735. 841-845-One

cause of the inconvenience is the departure of the mail from Tramore too late to catch

the Waterford mail, ib. 747-750. 757-764. 766—775-Importance of the correspon

dence of Tramore, ib. 753-756. 805-810-Several trains now running between

Tramore and Waterford, all of which might be used by the Post Office for a slight extra

payment, ib. 759-764. 768. 810-813-Despatch of the Waterford mail for Tramore at

8.45 a.m., the Dublin letters arriving at Waterford at 5 a.m., ib. 794-798-Opportu

nities of witness for communicating with Dunmore or Passage by sending his letters as

parcels to Waierford, ib. 842-846-Tramore is a sub-port to Waterford, ib. 848.

852, 853-In other capacities as well as that of coroner, witness is much incon

venienced by the postal arrangements, ib. 867. 873.

2. Statement on the part of the Post Office;

Extent of benefit to Tramore by the use of a night-mail train on the Waterford and

Limerick railway, Trollope 2061. 2219. 3414,3415-Small correspondence of Tramore,

ib. 2063. 2741-Hour of despatch of the Tramore letters for Waterford considered,

16.2071.2104-2112---Reason why Tramore, most probably, would not be benefited

by an earlier arrival of the Cork, &c., mail in Waterford, ib. 2875-2881.

See also Golden. Kilmeaden. Leamybrieji. Suit-posts. Waierford.

Travelling Post Office. Establishment in January 1855, for the first time in Ireland, of a

travelling post-oinVe between Dublin and Cork ; advantages thereof, Hill 26-Refe

rence to the remuneration of the clerks employed in the travelling post-office ; Mr. Page

can give evidence on this point, Trollope 3632-3641-Arrangement in regard to the

travelling post-office adverted to, as having been partly made by witness, ib. 3439-3444-

Trollope, Anthony. (Analysis of his Evidence).—Post-office surveyor; is not now surveyor

for the Waterford, &c. district, but is acquainted with all the particulars relative to the

local postal arrangements, 1986-1994-Main importance to the large towns in Ireland

of the mail service to and from Dublin, 1995-Important improvements effected by

the use of railways in regard to the postal communication of all the principal towns in

the south of Ireland, 1995-2008. 2018.

Statement of the arrivals at several towns if the Waterford and Limerick Railway

were used, as compared with the present hours of arrival, 2008-2019-Postal arrange

ments between Dublin and Kilkenny adverted to, 2018-2024-Absence on the whole

of any advantage, if the Waterford and Kilkenny and South-Eastern Railways were

used as proposed by Mr. Fletcher, 2025-2030. 2032-2036.

Total of 12,480 letters weekly, giving a postal revenue of 3,380 I. per annum, which

would be accelerated in their delivery by the ni^ht mail-train on the Waterford and

Limerick Railway, 2038-2051-Net additional expense of 5,645 /. a year for the

Waterford and Limerick night mail ; details hereon, 2052-2057-Absence of advantage

to post towns in regard to answers by return of post, if the night mail-train were used,

2058--Statement in detail of the several advantages to each town by the use of such

train, 2061 et seq., 2214-2229.

Extent of benefit to Waierford by the use of a night mail-train on the Waterford and

Limerick Railway, 2061. 2165, 2166. 2214, 2215-Similar statement as regards Dun

garvau. 2061. 2-214. 2219-Also as regards Lismore, 2061-Also as regards Cap-

poquin, 2061 --- Al><> a» ruuards Kihush, 2o()i-Also as regards Ennistimon, 2061

-Also as legards Tramore, 2061. 2219-Correspondence weekly of Dunmore, 2062

2064
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2064 Also of Tramore, 2063 Also of Passage, ib. Also of Leatnybrien, 2064,

2065 Also of Kilmeaden, 2065 Also of Bunmahon, 2066 Very small number

of letters weekly to the places aforesaid, 2066.

Objections to the discontinuance ofthe mail car or coach between Waterford and Mary

borough (which cost 950 /. a year) even if the Waterford and Limerick Railway be used,

2067-2069. 2113-2125. 2142-2144 Inexpediency of any alteration in the time of

despatch of the Passage letters from Waterford ; such alteration can be afforded if found

desirable, 2070. 2073-2081 Hour of despatch of the Tramore letters for Waterford

considered, 2071. 2104-2112 The letters from Limerick and Cork for Dunmore are

not now delayed at Waterford, 2071, 2072.

Advantage to Clonmel and some other places, if a mail were taken by the train from

Waterford to Clonmel at 5.30 p.m., 2082-12097. 2111, 2112.2173-2178.2193 Dis

advantage to Clonmel if, instead of the present mail-train from Waterford at 4.30 p.m.,

a mail were despatched from Waterford in the evening, 2098-2103. 2179-2192

Opportunity by a recent arrangement for receiving letters at the Clonmel Post-office, by

sending for them between 8.45 and 10 p.m., 2098-2101. 2203-2209- Reference to the

several mail-coaches formerly in the district under consideration, and to the cost of the

same, 2126-2135. 2137 Instances in which mail-cars have been substituted for mail-

coaches, 2136-2141 Practice as to the employment of guards whose services are not

calculated in the cost of conveyance, 2141-2148.

High rate of payment for the mail-train between the Limerick Junction and Cork,

2150-2154 Income of the Cork Post-office, 2152 Also of the Limerick Post-

office and sub-offices, 2155. 2167-2169 Also of the Waterford Post-office, 2156

Important towns on the line between Waterford and Limerick ; postal income from these

towns, 2157-2163 Manner in which the income of any post-office is calculated, 2164.

2167,2168 Small number, comparatively, ot the Waierford letters which would be

expedited by the proposed night mail-train, 2165, 2166 Benefit of such train to the

sub-posts of Limerick, 2167-2169. 2214. 22-23-2229.

Receipts of Carrick-on-Suir Post-office, 2170 Also of Cahir Post-office, 2171

Increased correspondence between Clonmel and Waterford if there were a mail-train

from the latter place at 5.30 p.m., 2173-2178 Two deliveries daily in Clonmel after

the arrival of the Dublin night and day mails, 2194 Obstacles to the delivery in

Clonmel of Waterford letters, unless they can arrive as early as 7.30 p.m., 2195-2213

Advantage of the proposed night mail-train to the sub-posts of Waterford and

Limerick further adverted to, 2214-2229 Doubt as to its being advantageous to

Portlaw, 2217-2222.

[Second Examination.]—Advantages to be given by the proposed day mail-train

from the Limerick Junction to Waterford, 2230 et seq. Extent to which the proposed

day-mail would be advantageous to Tipperarv, 2230. 2308-2312. 2235 Similar state

ment as regards Cahir, 2233. 2213-2330. 2335 Similar staiementas regards Clonmel,

2233.2251, 2252. 2331, 2332. 2335 et seq. Similar statement as regards Carrick-

on-Suir, 2233. 2238, 9239. 2333-2335 No extra accommodation to Dungarvan by

the proposed day-mail, 2235 Similar statement as regards Portlaw, ib.

Computation that 3,328 letters weekly, producing an annual revenue of 900 I., would

be conveyed or benefited by the proposed day-train, 2240-2242. 2305. 2413-2415

Compuiaiion lh;it the extra expenditure on account of the train would be 1,022 /. a year,

against a consequent gain of about 150 /, a year, 2243-2247. 2261, 2-262. 2306. 2414-

2424. 2471-2476. 2479-2484 Number of Wateribrd letters which would probably

arrive by the proposed day-mail, 2248-2250 Extra convenience to Clonmel since the

acceleration of the day-mail some time since, 2253-2257.

Willingness of the Postmaster-General to make a fair arrangement for the conveyance

of a mail to Clonmel by the passenger train from Waterford at 5.30 p.m., 2258-2260

Explanation relative to there not having been any collection of letters from the Waterford

receiving office in order to fit the despatch to Clonmel, &<:. ; recent remedy of ihis matter

in consequence of the complaints made before the Committee ; no complaints on the sub

ject have ever been made officially to the Post-office, 2263-2302 Practice in regard

to inspectors' visits, and the opportunity for local parties to make complaints, 2269-

2271. 2274-2280" Sanction of the Postmaster-general required for all expenditure,

2281.

Payment of i s. a mile for the day mail-train between the Junction and Limerick, 2303

-Small increase of correspondence anticipated from the proposed day-mail from

Waterford to Limerick, 2307 Denial that practically there is any insecurity in the

conveyance of the mail by one-horse car between Goold's Cross and Clonmel, 2350-2358

2443. 2448-2451 Evidence opposed to statements made before the Committee, that

gre;it irregularity has occurred in the arrival of the day mail-car at Clonmel, 2357.

2364-2368. 2378-2381.

Explanation that neither from the surveyor of the district (Mr. Kendrick), nor from

any other source, can a return of the arrivals of the mail-car at Clonmel over a long

0.62. 004 period
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period of time, 2359-2363. 2369-2377. 2382-2397 Practice not to keep the time-

bills, unless in cases of complaints of irregularity, as records of the time of arrival of

the mail-cars, 2372-2377. 2386-2391 Steps laken by the district surveyors in cases

of irregularity 2389-2391. 2396, 2397 Railway time-bills of the mails are not sent

to thelocal surveyors, 52392-2395 Reasons for not more often levying fines or penal

ties under the contract in cases of irregularity, 2398-2404. 2530-2546.

Further evidence as to the inexpediency, on account of the expense, of substituting

a day mail-train for ihe present system of cars, 2405-2425 Concurrence in the prin

ciple that the object of the Post-office is not to collect revenue, 2410, 2411 With

regard to the loss of the mail-bags from the car to Clonmel, witness cannot say whether

there are records of any inquiry into the matter, 2426-2444 As regards the driver

having fallen off the car, there is nothing to show that he was drunk at the time, 2435,

2436. 2485-2487 Witness is not aware of the Clonmel mails having been lost during

the snow, 2442, 2443.

Equal security generally of the mails by car or coach as by railway, 2443. 2451-2470.

2476-2478 Mr. Kendrick was surveyor in August 1853 of the district in which

Clonmel is situate, and may be cognizant of the details of cases of loss of muil-buis, &c.,

as alluded to by Mr. Kennedy, 2445-2450 Witness was at one time assistant-

surveyor of the district, 2446 Since 1841 only two instances have occurred in wit

ness's districts in Ireland in which mails were lost from one-horse cars, 2451-2459.

Explanation of the system of contract between the Post-office, or rather their sur

veyors, and the mail coach or car proprietors ; the acceptance of the lowest tender is not

an universal rule, 2488-2491. 2496-2508. 2523. 2528, 2529 Care taken, in the sub

stitution of cars for coaches, that less accommodation should not be given, 2492-2494

Much greater expenditure for cars and railways than for mail-coaches, the number

of letters not having at all increased in proportion, 2494, 2495 Particulars as to the

contracts with Mr. Biauconi for the day and night mails between Clonmel and Goold's

Cross, Sic.; annual payment for each service, 2509-2527 Impression that Mr.

Bianroni has been the only contractor for the car since 6th October 1852 ; 2509-2512.

2522-2524——Modes in which the contractor is sometimes punished ; he is not fined or

punished lor any direct misconduct on the part of a driver, 2534-2546.

Extensive mercantile transactions of Mr. Malcomson, of Portlaw, adverted to, 2547-

2551 Consideration of the several complaints made by Mr. Malcomson in regard to

the postal arrangements for Portlaw ; inaccuracy of the smne on several points, 2552 et

seq. Stoppage last winter of the day mail-train on the Great Southern and Western

line, 2556-2558. 2716, 2717 Remarks on the complaint in regard to the Portlaw fool-

messenger, 2559-2562. 2587-2590 Limited extent of the benefit to Portlaw if the

Waterford and Limerick Railway were used, by which means the letters would be con

veyed via Carrick-on-Suir, 2563-2576 Considerable postal accommodation given to

Portlaw, considering that the gross revenue therefrom is only 165 /. a year, 2577-2586.

2593-2602.

With regard to the small remuneration of some of the Post-office foot-messengers,

witness is about to recommend an increase in their scale of pay, 2587-2592 There

are two mails daily between Waterford and Dungarvan, 2603 Adequacy of the

present arrangements for Dungarvan, 2604, 2605 Objections to an acceleration of

the mail-car between Dungarvan and Waterford, on account of the considerable increase

of payment that would be entailed thereby, 2606-2628 Establishment since certain

evidence before the Committee of a second delivery in Dungarvan, at an additional

expense of about 7/. a year, 2629-2634 Sufficiency of the present letter-carrier there

to deliver in the evening and the morning, 2634-2644.

Inaccuracy of the witnesses' statements in regard to the time taken in communicating

between Youghal, Lismore, Cappoquin, &c., 2645 et seq. Correction of Mr. O'Brien's

evidence as to the slowness of the communication from Dungarvan to Coppoquin or

Lismore, &c., 2646-2648. 2658-2667. 2672-2683. 2693-2696. 2714, 2715 Time

taken in corresponding between Lismore and Tallow, 2649. 2670, 2671 Explanation

that correspondence between certain adjoining towns is not sent a circuitous route via

Dublin, 2650-2657 Erroneous evidence as to the course and period of communication

from Fermoy to Clonmel, &c., 2650-2657 Previous to the establishment within the

last twelvemonth of the car from Clonmel to Dungarvan, the circulation of the Dun

garvan correspondence was as described by Mr. O'Brien to be at present, 2660, 2661.

2671. 2677.

Direct communication between Coppoquin and Lismore, 2668, 2669 Means of

communicating from Youghal to Dungarvan and vice versa, 2672-2683 Course of

correspondence from Clonmel to Dunmore East ; arrangement hereon since the sitting of

the Committee, 2984-2692 Belief as to the inaccuracy of Mr. O'Brien's statement

that Mr. Bianconi would take a mail between Dun»arvan, Lismore and Cappoquin for

5/. or 10 /. a year, 2697-2703 Inexpediency of sending a mail by the car from

Lismore to Ditngarvan 315.30 a.m., 2704-2713 Remedy of the non-delivery of the

Dungarvan,
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Dungarvan day mail, as complained of by Mr. O'Brien, further adverted to, 2696. 2714,

2715.

[Third Examination.]—The statement as to the time taken before a letter from Cap-

poquin is 'received at Woodstown, where Lord Huntingdon resides, is not accurate,

2718-2722 The last accidents to the Clonmel car occurred in April and August

1853 ; 2723-2726 As regards the loss of the mail from this car, the contractor, not

Mr. Bianconi, was fined, and a subsequent tender by him was not accepted, though it

was the lowest offer for the contract, 2724, 2725. 3014, 3015——The driver who lost

the mail bags was drunk on the occasion, 2725.

Liberal expenditure by the Post-office for railway accommodation in the South of

Ireland, 2727-2730 Exception taken to Mr. Blake's evidence (Q. 616), in favour of

the Waterford letters being all delivered at the same time, 2731-2733. 2861, 2862

Absence of ground for complaint by Mr. Delahunty, in regard to the communication

between Waterford and Kilmeaden ; nature of such communication, 2734-2739. 3080-

3090 Residence of Mr. Delahunty at Tramore adverted to, 2735-2737. 3074-3079

Time taken in communicating between Tramore and Kilmeaden, 2740 Small

correspondence of Tramore, 2741 Every one of the sub-offices to Waterford has a

daily post to and from Waterford, 2742 Letters from Tramore to Dunmore, on any

day, are delivered the following day, ib.

Special arrangement made by the Post-office in the case of the newspaper published

by Mr. Doudney, at Bunmahon; allowance of 2 s. 6 d. a day whenever there was a

large number of newspapers for the post, 2743-2748 Since Mr. Doudney's evidence

the matter has again come under consideration by the Post-office, 2748, 2749 State

ment that the distance traversed daily by the Bunmahon foot messenger is 20 J English

miles, the same not being considered too much, 2750-2761 Distances travelled by,

and rate of payment of, foot messengers in England and in Ireland, 2751-2758. 3091-

3097 Correction of evidence as to the time in corresponding between Waterford and

Bunmahon, 2762, 2763 Direct communication between Piltown and Kilkenny,

2764, 2765.

Illustrations showing that the acceleration of trunk mail interferes with the bye-com

munication between small towns, 2769, 2770. 3098-3100 Slight extra advantage to

Waterford, but not to Limerick, by the use of night mail train, 2771-2773 Extra

accommodation to Waterford if a mail were conveyed by the train at 5.30. P. M., 2774,

2775 Adequacy of the present arrangements for Rathkeale and Newcastle, 2776, 2777

A letter posted at Dunraore on Monday would reach Cashel on Tuesday, 2778.

Sufficiently early arrival and late dispatch in the case of Kinsale, 2779, 2780——

Remedy applied in the event of representations showing the inferior quality of the horses

used for the cars, 2781-2784 Statement showing; the inexpediency of sending a

night mail or day mail along the Cork and Bandon Railway upon the terms proposed

by the company, 2785-2794 Mode of calculation by the Post-office as to the pro

priety of granting a day mail to anyplace, 2795-2798.3106-3109 Substraction of

letters from the night mail when a new day mail is nut on, 2795, 2796. 3106, 3107

Inaccuracy of the statement of Mr. Heard as to the detention upon one occasion of the

Kinsale mail at Ballinhassig for some days without any one in charge, 2799, 2800.

3103. 3129-3134 Extra expenditure by the Post-office in consequence of the ob

struction by the snow last winter, 2800-2802.

Correction of Mr. Kennedy's statement as to the Clonmel letters for Kilkenny going

round by Dublin, 2803, 2804. 2852-2854 Very great accommodation to Ireland

by the mail from London at 5 P.M.; inaccuracy of Mr. Kennedy's statement as to the

proportion of Irish letters carried by this mail, 2805-2814 Statement that no greater

speed, or earlier arrival, can be of benefit to Ennis, 2815-2819 Unjustifiable expen

diture if ihere were a day mail to Ennis, 2820-2823 Letters from Burren to Clare

Castle do not go round by Dublin, 2824.

Much greater accommodation to Dungarvan since the establishment of railways, 2825-

2^33 Continually decreasing postal revenue of Dungarvan ; the trade of the place

declining also, 2834-2836 Steps taken to accelerate the arrival of the mail car at

Tralee, 2837, ^38 Repair of the Mallow and Tralee road adverted 10,2838. 3110-3112.

There was no post-office at Milford before the use of the Great Southern and Western

Railway, 2839 Later dispatch from Waterford and later delivery in Carlow than

under the mail coach system, 2840, 2841 Inexpediency of making Milford a post

town, 2842 Adequacy of the present postal arrangement of Gowian and Goresbridge,

2843 Decided objection to Mr. Fletcher's proposal for abolishing the present night

mail for Wexford, and for using instead the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway and the

South-Eastern Railway, &c., 2844-2851 Opinion that the sum contemplated by

Mr. Fletcher for the cost of the railway service is much too large, 2844-2846.

Consideration of the later delivery in Waterford of the Cork, Clonmel, anil Limerick

mail than of the Dublin nun I, to the effect that the use of the railway for the sake of an

0.62. P p equally
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equally early delivery of both mails is not expedient, 2855-2874-Reason why Tramore

most probably Would not be benefited by an earlier arrival of the Cork, Zee. mail in

Waterford, 2875-2881.

Statement as to the arrangement for keeping the Clonmel post-office open, till 10 p. M.,

not having been made long ago in accordance with the general rule, 2885-2890. 2958-

2996-Opinion, as opposed to that of Waterford merchants, that a later dispatch by

two hours of the Clonmel letters from Waterford would not be a great convenience,

2891—2906-Probable bias of the people of Clonmel and Waterford, 8cc. in favour

of benefiting the Waterford and Limerick Railway, 2899-2903-With regard to

the memorials to the Post-office, witness is not acquainted with them verbally, 2904,

2905.

Extent of convenience to the Waterford sub-posts by the use of the railway to Clon

mel, &c., 2907-2909——Time of dispatch from Clonmel to Waterford adverted to ; how

far inconvenient, 2910-2912 --Convenience to Clonmel of a mail from Waterford at

5.30 P.M. further adverted to, 2914, 2915-Reference to the fact of ihere having been

two mails daily between Waterford and Clonmel before railways were established,

2916-2918-Conveyance of some correspondence as railway parcels adverted to,

Opportunity for improving the Portlaw service by running a mail-cart in the day from

Mullinavat; inexpediency of the extra expense, 29-20-2928-Further evidence relative

to the foot messengers between Mullinavat and Portlaw ; complaint hereon by Mr. Mal-

comsou considered, 2929-2951-Nature of the supervision in regard to the efficiency

of foot messengers, 2933. 2952, 2953-Foot messengers are appointed by the Treasury ;

how recommended, 2934-2936--Time allowed for the service by foot messenger

between Mullinavat and Portlaw ; punctuality with which the time is kept, 2946-

2951.

Check through means of the time-bills, both in the case of mail cars and of foot

messengers, 2952, 2953. 2955. 3020-3022-Practice of the Post-office to remedy any

known inconvenience without waiting for complaints by the public, 2952. 3955-2957-

Considerable period for which the inconvenient closing of the Clonmel post-office at 9 P.M.

existed before it was made known to the Post-office through means of the present Com

mittee, 2958, 2959-Circumstance of Mr. Kennedy having expressed regret with regard

to the extended opening till 10 P.M., 2960-2962-Records kept of the arrangements

of postmasters in the more importants towns, 2963, 2964-Though witness nas not

read the memorial from Clonmel, he has full reason to believe, from inquiries made, that

the closing at 9 P.M. was not complained of therein, 2965-2997.

Further explanation of the computation that the letters to be benefited by the proposed

day mail trail between Waterford and Limerick represent a revenue of goo/., and that

the extra cost of such train would be 1,022 I. ; 2997-3010-Within the last 18 months

the contract for the Clonmel car has been regularly and properly kept by Mr. Bianconi,

301 1-3015-Assumption that, irrespectively of detention by the snow, the Cionmei car

was not irregular last winter, inasmuch as there are no records of complaint or irregula

rity, 3016 et seq.-Full inquiry was made with rtspect to the two accidents in 1853, so

that records exist in each case, 3016. 3028. 3061, 3062.

Inquiry by witness as to the detention of railway mails last winter ; result thereof ;

circumstance of his not having made a similar inquiry as regards the mail cars, which he

admits were often detained by the snow, 3036-3056-Probability of there being records

of delays of mail cars through the snow, 3057-3063-Inexpediency of attempting to

inflict a fine in the event of detention by the snow, 3063, 3064-Advantage, as a general

principle, of railways or two-horse cars over one-horse cars, 3065-3067. 3072, 3073.

Reference to a statement to the Committee, ihat the Waterford and Limerick Com-

Eany, as compnred with the Great Southern and Western Company, was used unfairly

y the Post-office, 3068-3071-More time taken in communicating from Cork to

Waterford since the use of the Great Southern and Western line, 3098-3102-As

sistance afforded by Mr. Heard in forwarding the mail from Balliuliassig adverted to,

3103-3105.3134.

Present postal arrangements between Waterford and Wexford compared with those

some years ago when there was a post each way daily by a mail coach direct, 3113-3126

—The Wexford mail for Waterford now leaves at 3 P.]M. ; later despatch feasible if

there was a direct night mail, 3117. 3127, 3128-Proportion of the Dungarvan letters

which will be benefited by the second delivery, 3135-3138-Increased payment to the

Dungarvon letter-carrier for the additional delivery, 3139-Non-increase of the salary

of the Dungarvon postmaster adverted to in connexion with the amount of his duties,

3140-3145.

[Fourth Examination.]—Statement that a return cannot be given (as promised by

Mr. Hill) of towns injured in their correspondence through the use of some railways, no

town being really worse off thereby, 3146-3148. 3160 et seq.-Further reference to

the
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the memorial from Clonmel, as showing that the closing of the post-office at 9 p. M. was

not complained of therein, 3149-Further statement relative to the car from Gould's

Cross to Clonmel ; its late arrivals vary from 10 to 23 minutes, 3149. 3152-3156-

Number of accidents to this car further adverted to, 3157-3159.

Examination to the effect, that though Clonmel has lost some postal accommodation

since the establishment of railways, it has gained more than it has lost, 3161-3182-

Comparison of the post-office receipts from towns on the Waterford and Limerick line

with the receipts from towns on the Great Southern and Western line, as bearing upon

the non-use by the post-office of the former railway at half the mileage cost of the latter,

3183-3209-Advantage to the towns and sub-posts beyond Limerick and beyond

Waterford if the proposed night mail train were adopted, 3210-3220. 3409-3425.

Further evidence opposed to the discontinuance of the car between Maryborough

and Waterford, 3221 et seq.-Inconvenience to Kilkenny, Thomastown, Ross, and Wex-

ford, &c., without any decrease of expenditure, if suggestions proposed by Mr. F. Scully

in the present system of communication in the district were carried out, 3221 et seq.

3427——Sundry objections urged against certain proposed alterations in the present

system of car or coach conveyance between Waterford and Maryborough, and between

other places in the same district, 3225 et seq. 3448 et seq.

Within the last 12 months letters from Clonmel to Kilkenny used to be conveyed

via Dublin, 3235-3238-Occasional use by contractors of a two-horse car, though

only one horse may be contracted for, 3305-3308--Further statement, to the effect that

certain proposed alterations in the communication by car from Maryborough would not

be less expensive than the present system, 3309-3337--Payment now made for guards

between Maryborough and Waterford adverted to, 3310-3315.

Time taken in communicating from Tramore to Golden, near Cashel ; concurrence with

Mr. Kennedy hereon, 3338-3343-Amount of benefit arising to different phices from

the. proposed night mail-train between Waterford and Limerick further considered, 3344

et seq.-Further reference to the additional accommodation to Wateiford if there were

a night mail-train thence to Limerick and vice versa, 3344-3353. 3369-3395--Examin

ation as to the extent to which Limerick would be benefited by the contemplated night

mail, 3344-337°- 3373-3375- 3403-34°5-

The Waterford and Limerick Comp«ny have intimated that tlie proposed train could not

be run at the present pace for 2 /. $d. a mile ; necessity therefore of its having Water-

ford about 8.20 P.M., 3365-3369--No gain by the night mail train in the <a-e of

Waterford letters which now go to Coik via Dublin, 3378-3382-Improved communi

cation otherwise between Cork and Waterford by the proposed night tiain, 3383-3395.

3406-3408.

Importance of the element of cost in the cate of consideration by the Post-< ffice of

extended accommodation, 3396-3398--Concurrence in Mr. Hill's statt mem that the

expense of the proposed night mail-train would absorb the whole surplus revenue of

Ireland, 3399-3403-Reference to Mr. Page lor information in regard to Post-office

contracts with railway companies, 3426. 3433, 3434- 344^——Conditions of the contract

or agreement with the Great Southern and Western Company adverted to; how far

compulsory on the Post-office to accept such contract, 3428-3447. 3477-3487.

Further evidence in regard to Mr. Fletcher's proposition for using the railway direct

from Waterford to Dublin, and for dispensing with certain coach or car communication ;

insufficient amount estimated by him tor defraying the cost thereof, and for payment to

the railways in the matter, 3448 et seq.-Pajment of 15/. a mile, or 950?. a year for

the mail car from Maryborough to Waterford, 3452-3455. 3457-Calculation in detail

and examination thereon, to the effect that the abolition of the present conveyances to

Maryborough and the substitution of a mail train from Waterford via Kilkenny and

Carlow to Kihlare, and of some other necessary conveyances, would result in a saving of

97O/. a year by car, and in an expenditure of i,953/. by railwwy, 3456-3532.

Probable expense to be incurred from Kildare to Carlow in running a mail train direct

from Dublin to Waterford, 3459-3487-Definition by the Post-office of a day train or

day mail, 3461, 3462. 3471-3475-Nature of the accommodation to Carlow in the

event of a mail train as proposed between Waterford and Dublin, 3488-3493. 3568, 3569.

3576 3578. 3586-3593-Detailed statement of the advantages and the flu-advantages

to several places by the proposed mail; conclusion that iiresptctive of expense the dis

advantages are more considerable than the advantages, 3533-3.593.

Conveyance by car of the mails from Limerick to Newcastle, 3594-3597'-Ci r

cuitous and slow communication between Ntwcat-tle and Abbeyteaie a diftMice of 14

English miles, 3598-3618-Convenience to Abbeyfeale if the .Newcastle cur took the

mails thither; objection thereto as involving an extra expenditure of about ."/>/. a year,

or as much as the whole postal revenue of the place, 3604-3631--Reference to the

remuneration of the clerks employed in the travelling post-orhce on the Gieat Southern

and Western line; Mr. Page can give evidence on this point, 3632-3641.

0.62. Q Q Further
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Further reference to the Clonmel memorial and to the absence therein of direct com

plaint in regard to the closing of the post-office at 9.15 P.M., 3642-3648 Communica

tion between Tallow and Lismore further advened to; either way it takes but 14^

hours, the circulation being all during the night, 3649-3654 Explanation relative to

former evidence (Q. 2509. 2522.) as to the contractor for the car between Goold's Cross

and Clonmel, 3655-3658.

Witness in concluding his evidence delivers in certain returns in elucidation of the

case snbmitted to the Committee by the Post-office, 3658 and App. p. 257 et seq.

Trollope, Mr, Witness, who is at the head of the mail department of the Post-office, con

curs generally in the evidence given by Mr. Trollope, Page 3662, 3668.

Trunk-Mails. Illustration, showing that the acceleration of the trunk-mails interferes with

the bye communication between small towns, Trollope 2769, 2770. 3098-3100.

Twopenny Post. Greater accommodation feasible under a twopenny postage, Malcomson

53 i -533-

U.

United States Correspondence. Circumstance of some of the postage on letters to the

United States being unduly but unavoidably credited to the English Post-office instead

of to the Irish department, Hill 70-74.

W.
. .. ..4 j* -J.

Walsh, Mr. Reference to a letter from Mr. Walsh, Lord Ormond's agent, to witness, com

plaining of delay in communicating between Bunmahon and Kilkenny, and between

several other places in the counties of Waterford and Kilkenny, Doudney 1121, 1122.

. .'\ai, :u
WATERFORD : > .;>,,-• 7

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements.

2. Statement on the part of the Post-office.

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements:

Description of the present postal arrangements between Waterford and Clonmel, See.,

there being two mails daily, one by car direct at 4-30 P.M. and another chiefly by railway

via Dublin, the time occupied by which is 21 hours and 15 minutes, Fisher 230 et seq.

Inconvenience to Tramore, Dunmore, Passage, and Woollaston, in the letters from those

places to Clonmel, Cork, Limerick, &c. not arriving in Waterford till after the dispatch

of the 4-30 P.M. mail; remedy suggested, ib. 234-246. 306-311. 350-358. 361-379

The correspondence from Waterford to the places west and south-west of Clonmel

goes by the mail car at 4-30 P.M., ib. 242, -243 Considerable inconvenience to Water-

ford in the direct mail being dispatched thence at so early an hour as 4*30 P.M., if'.

246-249. 286, 287. 315-330.

Inconvenience in the mail by car from Clonmel &c. not arriving in Waterford suffi

ciently early to be delivered along with the Dublin mail, Fisher 250-264 Incon

venience to the small towns round Waterford in the mails thither from Clonmel, &c.

being detained in Waterford nearly a whole day before they are dispatched, ib. 255-260.

350 Grievance in the letters to Waterford from the adjoining towns not being

delivered on the evening of arrival, ib. 268-270 Mode of conveyance from Waterford

to the small towns, ib. 270, 271 Statement, that letters from Clonmel, &c., posted in

the Waterford receiving-house at 11 or 1-2 in the morning do not leave by the mail at

4*30 P.M., ib. 271-273.

Opportunities of the Waterford merchants for receiving their letters before the general

delivery by payisg a guinea a year for a box at the post-office, Fisher 312-314, 379,

380 Claim of Waterford, in a commercial point of view, to a direct mail train in the

evening to Clonmel and Limerick, ib. 324-326. 329-336. 347-349. 445 Representa

tion made regarding the letters lying in the sorting-house at Waterford, ib. 359, 360. 460-

462 Three deliveries daily in Waierford ; only two deliveries under witness's plan for

using the Waterford and Limerick railway, ib. 402. 407, 4o8 Contemplated steam

communication between Waterford and Dunmore and Milford adverted to, Fisher 429-

431 ; Malcomson 583-592.

Exceedingly defective postal arrangements in the Waterford district, Malcomson 484

et seq Prejudicial effect of these arrangements upon the commercial interests of Water-

ford, ib. 513. 598-607.

Considerable inconvenience to Waterford and to the towns of Tramore, Dunmore,

Passage,
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WATERFORD—continued.

1. Complaint in regard to thepresent Arrangements—continued.

Passage, &c., under the present arrangements, Blake 612 et seq. Inconvenience in the

letters from Limerick, &c., and from Dublin, not being delivered in Waterford at the same

time, ib. 616-622 Circumstances under which the defective communication with

Limerick has an injurious effect upon mercantile goods which may be of a perishable nature

ib. 622-624. 639-64 1 Want of proper opportunity and time at Waterford to answer by

return of post letters from Limerick, ib. 631. 647 Route and mode of conveyance of a

letter from Waierford to Limerick and vice versa, ib. 642-645. 649-653 Nearly 16

hours are taken to convey a letter from Waterford to Limerick, whereas it may be con

veyed direct by railway in a little over four hours, ib. 654-658.

Detention of letters in the Waterford receiving house adverted to, Delahunty 775-777

Importance of the correspondence of Waterford with the South and West, 16.831.

840 Description of the two postal routes from Waterford to Limerick, the one occupy

ing about eleven hours and the other twenty-two hours, Kennedy 1300-1312.

2. Statement on tlie part of the Post-office :

Witness is not now surveyor for the Waterford district, &c., but is acquainted with all

the particulars relative to the postal arrangements, Trollope 1986-1994 Improved

postal communication with Waterford since the establishment of railways, ib. 1998. 2004-

2006 Extent of benefit to Waterford by the use of a night mail-train, as proposed on

the Waterford and Limerick Railway, ib. 2061. 2165,2166. 2214.2219 Income of

the Waterford Post-office, ib. 2156 Small number comparatively of the Waterford

letters which would be expedited by the proposed night mail tiain, ib. 2165, 2166. 2771-

2773 Number of Waterford letters which would probably arrive by the proposed day

mail, ib. 2248-2250.

Explanation relative to there not having been any collection of letters from the Water-

forH receiving office in order to fit the despatch to Clonmel ; recent remedy of this

matter in consequence of the complaints made before the Committee, no complaints on

the subject having ever been made officially to the Post-office, Trollope 2263-2302

Exception taken to Mr. Blake's evidence (Q. 616) in favour of the Waterford letters being

all delivered at the same time, ib. 2731-2733. 2861, 2862 Extra accommodation to

Waterford if a mail were conveyed by the train at 5-30 p. M., ib. 2774, 2775 Later

despatch from. Waterford and later delivery in Carlow than under the mail-coach system,

ib. 2840, 2841.

Consideration of the later delivery in Waterford of the Cork, Clonmel, and Limerick

mail than of the Dublin mail, to the effect that the use of the railway for the sake of an

equally early delivery of both mails is not expedient, Trollope 2855-2874 Extent of

convenience to the Waterford sub-posts by the use of the railway to Clonmel, &c.f

ib. 2907-2909 Further reference to the additional accommodation to Waterford if

there were a night mail-train thence to Limerick and vice versa, ib. 3344-3353. 3369-

3395 No gain by the night mail-train in the case of the Waterford letters which now

go to Cork vid Dublin, ib. 3378-3382 Gain to Waterford as regards Cork letters,

which would arrive in better time for communication with Dublin by the morning mail,

ib. 3383-3395. 3406-3408.

Return of the number of letters to Waterford, and revenue accruing therefrom*, during

the last six years, App. p. 256 Returns showing the revenue in the years 1846 and

1855; also the arrival and the despatch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with

each other, and with the arrival and despatch according to the proposed use of railways

between Limerick and Waterford, and Kildare and Waierford, ib. 259.

See also Bunmahon. Carlow. Circuitous Routes. Clonmel, 1. 2. Cork.

Corn Trade. Coroner's District ( Waterford). Dunearran. Dunmore.

Kilmeaden. Lismore. Maryborough Mail Car. Milford. Passage.

Railways. Ross. Sub-posts. Tramore. Waterford and Kilkenny

Railway. Waterford and Kilkenny and Irish South-Eastern Railways. Water-

ford and Limerick Railway. Woodatown.

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway. Payment by agreement of 6d. a mile to the Waterford

and Kilkenny Company for the day mail-train between Kilkenny and Waterford, Hill

91, 92 ; Fletcher 1906-1908 Statement that the Waterford and Kilkenny Company

.•in; losing money by their special day mail-train, which is rnn under agreement, and that

tliey contemplate giving it up, De/ahunty 835, 836. 863-866 ; Fletcher 1909, 1910

Advantage of the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway over any other route for conveying

the Kilkenny mail to Waterford, Fletcher 1911-1913 Statement showing the annual

payment to the company, and rate per mile for the conveyance of the mails iu 1855,

App. p. 262.

See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and South- Eastern Railways.

0.62. Q Q 2 WATERFORD
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WATERFORD AND LIMERICK RAILWAY—continued.

2. Disapproval of the foregoing Proposition, $c.—continued.

ford, unless the cost of an addiiional mail be incurred, Hill 132-134 Comparative

lowness for Ireland of the offer of the Waterford and Limerick Company to carry the night

mail for is. %d. a mile, ib. 177, 178 Slight use now made by the Post-office of the

Waterford and Limerick line, ib. 208, 209.

Statement of the arrivals at several towns if the Waterford and Limerick line were

used, as compared with the present hours of arrival, Trollope 2008-2019 Total of

12,400 letters weekly, giving a postal revenue of 3,380 /. per annum, which would be

accelerated in their delivery by a night mail train on the Wateiford and Limerick Rail

way, ib. 2038-2051 Net additional expense of 5,645 /. a year for the Waterford and

Limerick night mail ; details hereon, ib. 2052-2057 Absence of advantage to post

towns in regard to answers by return of post if the night mail train were used, ib. 2058

Statement in detail of the several advantages to each town by the use of such train,

ib. 2061 et seq. 2214-2229.

Limited advantages to be given by the proposed day mail train from the Limerick

Junction to Waterford, Trollope 2230 et seq. Computation that 3,328 letters weekly,

producing an annual revenue of 900 L, would be conveyed or benefited by the proposed

day train, ib. 2240-2242. 2305, 2413-2415 Computation that the extra expenditure

on account of the train would be 1,022 /. a year against a consequent gain of about 150 /.

a year, ib. 2243-2247. 2261, 2262. 2306. 2404-2425. 2471-2476. 2479-2484 Pay

ment of i s. a mile for the day mail train between the Junction aud Limerick, ib. 2303.

Probable bias of the people of Clonmel and Waterford, &c. in favour of benefiting the

Waterford and Limerick Railway, Trollope 2899-2903 Further explanation of the

computation that the letters to be benefited by the proposed day mail train between

Waterlord and Limerick represent a revenue of 900 /., and that the extra cost of such

train would be 1,022 /., ib. 2997-3010 Reference to a statement made to the Com

mittee, that the Waterford and Limerick Company, as compared with the Great Southern

and Western Company, was used unfairly by the Post-office, ib. 3068-3071 Small

increase of correspondence anticipated from the proposed day mail, ib. 2307.

Extent of advantage to the towns and sub-posts beyond Limerick and beyond Water-

ford, and to other places, if the proposed night mail were adopted, Trollope 3210-3220.

3344 et seq. 3409-3425 The Waterford and Limerick Company have intimated that

the proposed train could not be run at the present pace at 2 s. 3 d. a mile ; necessity,

therefore, of its leaving Waterford about 8.20 p. M., ib. 3365-3369 Concurrence in

Mr. Hill's stntement, that the expense of the proposed night mail train would absorb the

whole surplus revenue of Ireland, ib. 3399-3403.

Demand of Qd. a mile, or about 1,700 /. a year, by the Limerick and Waterford

Company for a day mail-train, contrasted with the payment of 1,000 /. a year to the

Newcastle and Carlisle Company for a much larger service, -P#g« 3673-3679 Several

Irish companies to which a much cheaper rate is paid for the use of day trains than was

demanded by the Waterford and Limerick Company, ib. 3687, 3688 Probability of

the Postmaster-general assenting to a fixed payment of 1,000 /. a year for certain services

by the Waterford and Limerick Company, ib. 3700 Advantage if the ordinary trains

of the Waterford and Limerick Company were available for the day mails, £6. 4001-4004

Returns showinc; the revenue of certain towns in the years 1846 and 1855; and

also the arrival thereat and dispatch therefrom of mails in those years, as contrasted with

each other, and with their arrival and dispatch according to the proposed use of the

Waterford and Limerick Railway, App. p. 259.

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the

Waterford, &c., mails in 1846 and 1855, App. p. 262 Return showing the total

amount of the correspondence of all towns for the conveyance of the Dublin mail bags

to which the Waterlord and Limerick Railway would be available, ib. 263 Payment

of 7,919 /. a year demanded for a night and day mail-train, ib.

See also Abbeyleix. Cappoquin. Carriek-on-Suir. Clonmel. Cork.

Dungarvan. Great Southern and Western Railway. Limerick. Newcastle

and Carlisle Railway. North Eastern Railway. Parcel Post. Peterborough

and Grimsly. Portlaw. Sub-posts. Supplementary Mails. Tramore.

Wexford. Contemplated re-arrangement of the present mail-coach night service from

Dublin to Wexford, in order to meet the proposed improved service for the south-eastern

district, Fletcher 1923, 1924. 1945-1953 Decided objection to the foregoing proposi

tion, Trollope 2844-2851 Present postal arrangements between Waterford and

Wexford compared with those some years ago, when there was a post each way by a

mail coach direct, ib. 31 13-3126 The Wexford mail for Waterford now leaves at

3 P.M.; later dispatch feasible, if there were a direct night mail, ib. 3117. 3127,3128

Payment at present of 1,600 /. a year for the Dublin and Wexford mail by coach,

Page 3708-37 14. 3717.

Return of the number of letters to Wexford, and revenue accruing therefrom, during

each
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Wexford—continued.

each of the last six years, App. p. 256 Statement showing the annual payment and

rate per mile for the conveyance of the mails from Dublin to Wexford, &c., io 1846 and

in 1855, ib. 262.

See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irith South Eastern Railways.

Woodstown. Inconvenience suffered at Woodatown under the present defective postal

communication with Waterford, 8cc., Fisher -239 et seq. ; Blake 612. 658 Complaint

by Lord Huntingdon adverted to ; letter from him on the subject, Blake 659, 660 •

There are private bags at Woodstown, but there is no post-office there, Trollope 2064

The statement as to the time taken before certain letters are received at Woodstown,

where Lord Huntingdon resides, is not accurate, ib. 2718-2722.

See also Huntingdon, Lord, Waterford.

Y.

Yonghal. Advantage of a second delivery in Dungarvan so as to meet the case of the

Youghal letters which arrive too late for the first delivery, O'Brien 1443, 1444. 1506.

1646 Objection to the mail car from Youghal to Dungarvan, there being only one

horse the whole way, a distance of about eighteen English miles, ib. 1607-1612.

Means of communicating from Youghal to Dungarvan, and vice versd, Trollope 2672-

2683 Partial incorrectness <>f Mr. O'Brien's statement as to the Youghal letters for

Dungarvan, ib. 3136, 3137 Gain as regards letters from Youghal to Waterford if the

Waterford and Limerick Railway were used, ib. 3418-3420 Present course of a

letter from Youghal to Waterford, ib. 3421-3423.

Return of the number of letters to Youghal, and of the revenue accruing therefrom,

during the last six years, App. p. 256.











 



 



 


